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Parish Council News 
Affordable Housing Update  

Although there has been no obvious movement for some 
time, the subject of Affordable Housing is still very much an 
ongoing matter.  Cllrs are aware however that the 
information collected from the Housing Needs Survey 
conducted some time ago may now be out of date.  In view 
of this, Cllrs are intending to establish current need by means 
of a new survey.  Once this information has been collected, a 
meeting will be arranged to discuss the findings.  The survey 
will be accessible to all and Cllrs hope to circulate details of it 
and how to respond within the next few weeks. 
 
Cllr Bristow has been busy brightening the area up around 
the bus shelter.  The faded poppies on the War Memorial will 
also be removed soon and be replaced with tubs of flowers 
until the next Remembrance Day. 

Work to keep the cemetery looking nice is an ongoing job.  
The new gates have been fitted recently and the next area to 
be tackled is the entrance gateway pillars, both of which 
need clearing of ivy and repointing.  If anybody is able to 
offer help with this job or would like to submit a quote, 
please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Local Plan Review 
DNPA is currently reviewing its Local Plan.  Profiles have been 
compiled for each settlement in the National Park.  Each 
profile includes population and housing statistics, an 
overview of services, facilities, sports pitches, play space and 
employment land as well as information on strategic planning 
policies and constraints affecting each settlement.  Parish and 
Town Councils are now being invited to comment on the 
information contained in the profiles.  The current 
information can be found by following the link.  If you have 
any comments you wish to make, please forward them to the 
parish clerk.  A full response will be sent to the DNPA 
following the next PC Meeting. 
http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-
working/business/planning-policy/background-evidence 

Carol Oxenham 01822 481415  brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Lost Property 

After clearing the village hall - post 'Brenstock' some clothing 
was left hanging in the 'reception area.'   

If you think you are the owner - please contact Jo Larsen-
Burnett. 

 Jo Larsen-Burnett 810 272  
 

Brentor Friends of the Field 
Draw Winners for July, 2017 

Raffle drawn during the Coffee Morning held on the first 
Saturday each month 

Number – 21 Glenys & Barry Mason 
Number  – 17 Barbara Bird 

Number  – 20 Sally Pancheri 
Wins £10 prize 

All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 
improvement of the Village Playing Field. 
If you would like to support your playing field you can join the 
Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and 
perchance see your name on the winner’s list. 
For ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following 
members of the Village Hall and Playing Field committee. 
Sue Stephens 860 374               stephens214@btinternet.com 
Anne Clark 810 035                    anne.clark13@btinternet.com 
Kate Kelly 810 287            catherinekelly495@btinternet.com 
 

Coffee morning - Saturday 5th Aug 
10.30 - 12.00 

Meet up over the homemade cakes, freshly brewed coffee 
and delicious bacon rolls. 

Village Hall fund raising raffle and 'bring your home produce' 
stall. 

NB Sept will have 2 coffee mornings! (One at the beginning 
and one at the end, none in October). 

Sheryl Burroughs - 870554 
 

EDITORS NEEDED! 

Would you like to edit The Brentor News?  We are looking for 
one, possibly two more editors to help our existing 
team.  You would need some familiarity with desktop 
publishing software, eg WORD, Publisher, or InDesign etc – 
and be able to spend about half a day putting the paper 
together every three or four months on a rota basis. 
 
I think all our current editors would agree that this is a 
pleasant and interesting “chore” - and one of service to the 
local community. 

 
If you would like to learn more, please get 
in touch with any of the existing editors - 
whose contact details can be found in 
every edition. 

John Wheeler – 01822 810083  

http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-working/business/planning-policy/background-evidence
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Brentor and Moor Compassionate Neighbours 

 
Patron: Sir Ranulph Fiennes 

OBE 
 

Working in partnership 
with St Luke’s Hospice 

 

 
THIS SCHEME IS NOW  
“UP AND RUNNING” 

We are pleased to 
announce that the new 
Compassionate Neighbours 
scheme- which aims to help 
support members of our 
local community who are 
suffering from a serious long 
term condition, a life-
limiting illness, or are 
approaching the end of life- 
is now fully operational.  

The service covers an area within a radius of some six miles 
of Brentor, and includes Mary Tavy, Lydford, Lewdown, 
Chillaton, and everywhere in between.  
If you know of anyone in this situation- a friend, neighbour, 
or perhaps a family member- who may benefit from some 
extra support, we can be contacted either through your 
local GP, or via our website: www.bmcneighbours.org   

Mark Alderson Co-ordinator 
http://www.bmcneighbours.org 

 

Mary Tavy & Brentor Community Primary School 
Once again we have had an action-packed Summer Term and 
July has flown by!  

Our Year 6 children and I joined children from another small 
school on a residential week at Heatree Activity Centre where 
we had a fantastic time with the children trying out activities 
such as archery, abseiling, kayaking, mountain biking, 
drumming, high ropes, a low adventure challenge (very 
muddy!) and team building activities. It was a pleasure to be 
with our children for the whole week. Earlier in the term, the 
children had taken part in a 13 mile sponsored walk to help 
raise funds towards their residential and I am delighted to say 
that they all completed the challenge.  

Our PTA held a very successful Summer Fayre so we would 
like to thank everyone in the community for supporting us. 
The PTA also played cricket against the Elephant’s Nest team 
and the evening proved to be great fun.  

The children have been out and about on educational visits to 
RHS Rosemoor, Devonport Waste Centre and Dartmoor Zoo 
as part of their topic work and Year 6 had a great Leavers Day 
at Crealy wearing their lovely purple hoodies donated by the 
PTA.  

Our Guide Dog for the Blind Puppy Appeal reached its target 
following a great Quiz night and some donations and we are 
now waiting to hear which of the names we have voted on 
will be given to the puppy.  

We held a lovely Proms in the Park recently where families 
had a picnic followed by an afternoon where the children 
entertained everyone with singing, dancing, playing 
instruments and acting. We also had the official opening of 
our Woo Woo, the waterless toilet, at the field. The children 
then showed how talented they are by taking part in the 
school’s talent competition and we watched some great acts.  

Our new Reception children for September have had the 
opportunity to spend eight Induction Afternoons with us this 
term and we are sure they will quickly settle into school life. 

The children were able to share their successes with their 
parents at their Open Afternoon towards the end of term. 
We would like to wish all our Year 6 children every success at 
their new schools as they begin the next step in their 
education. 

We also said “Goodbye” to Mrs Bassett as she retires from 
our school and we know that she will be really missed as she 
has been a huge asset to the school over the past 12 years. 

It is also the very last time that I will write an article for you 
as I am also retiring after 15½ years at the school and nearly 
38 years in education. I am so proud of working in such a 
wonderful school alongside hard-working and dedicated 
colleagues and Governors who strive to ensure the children 
have opportunities to reach their full potential. I would like to 
thank everyone who has supported the school and me over 
the years and the school will always have a special place in 
my heart but I know it will be in safe hands. 

With my very best wishes 
Nicky Pratten   Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All Brentor Photographers 
The Mistletoe Fair organisers are busy working on ideas to 
use your beautiful images from in and around Brentor as 
fundraisers at the fair on 2nd December. 
 

 So keep on clicking and start looking through your archives 
for seasonal photographs. 
 

Look out for more details in September Brentor News. 
Sarah Walker-Smith - 860165 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing & Breakdown Repair of 

All types of Domestic oil fired Appliances 
 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888 
Contact John on: 

Home 01822 810494     Mobile 0778 234 5395 

john-campbellburrows@icloud.com 

http://www.bmcneighbours.org/
mailto:john-campbellburrows@icloud.com


 
 

Vandalism at Playing Field 
Petty vandalism at the Playing Field has been reported to the 
police. If you see anything please report it.  
 

Such a shame as it will take away from our funds to repair 
and the good work that has been going on there.  
 

The poo bin is being well used, thank you! 
Sheryl Burroughs – 870554 

 

 
 

Village BBQ - Saturday 9th September 
3.00 – 5.00pm 

 

Sausages and burgers (veggie available), 
rolls and onions. 

 

We need donations of salads!! 
 

There is always a lovely variety, please phone 
Sue 860374 or Sheryl 870554 to tell us what you will bring. 

 

An opportunity to meet up with friends and neighbours 
(bring your own drink). 

Sheryl  870554 
 

Good news!  
Neil Maya and his jazz group are returning to Mary Tavy on 
the 28th February 2018 so put that date in your diary. 
Remember that great Dave Brubeck set they did earlier this 
year? We are also working hard to attract another performer 
for autumn 2017 and will announce this as soon as possible. 
 Keep watching this space! 

Margaret Aston  margaretaston78@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

BRENTOR COMMONS 36 
It seems that nationally it has been a successful year so far 
for butterflies. On the common, even on a drizzly wet day, 
there were good numbers on the wing flitting along in front 
of us as we walked around. There were plentiful ringlets and 
meadow browns with the occasional red admiral. As well as 
butterflies there was a pair of golden banded dragonflies 
fiercely patrolling the top path, they settled regularly to give 
us time to make a good identification. The damp dewy 
weather also showed us the vast population of spiders as 
their webs were rendered visible by the droplets that had 
settled on them. 

This month’s umbelliferae are the hogweed and the creamy 
yellow billows of meadowsweet, again having completely 
replaced the hedge bank and roadside valerian of June. The 
meadowsweet is a real favourite of mine, the scent can be 
overwhelming, even competing with the honeysuckle’s 
cloyingly narcotic smell. It is impossible to resist inhaling the 
scent as one walks past. 

The vetches, relative of the pea family, can now be seen in 
purple, yellow and white varieties representing quite 
separate species. Patches of reddish purple betony are all 
along the path edges providing pollen and nectar for the 
bumble bees so aptly named as they clumsily career from one 
flower head to the next. 

After some work clearing the path to the pond on Liddaton, I 
saw, sitting adjacent to each other, two of the regular birds 
of that locality, the brilliant male yellowhammer and a linnet 
with lovely crisp reddish marking to its breast and forehead. 
The different postures of the two were striking with the slim 
erect linnet contrasting with the larger and stockier more 
horizontal perching of the yellowhammer. 

Barry Albrighton  860445 
 

Brentor News key facts 
Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net . A small donation to the BCT would be 
appreciated. 
Comments on the website edition, and contributions for the website, should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 
 Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Editorial team: 

Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net 
Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net 
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Saturday 15th July 2017 

 
A day to remember. And a souvenir T-shirt too! 

The day started bright and everyone breathed a sigh of relief. And then it started to rain. And then it rained some 
more. Did it matter? Absolutely not! By the end of the long day Brenstock was deemed another triumph - and in only 
its second year. 

Over 400 people came from far and wide as the word got around how much fun this festival has become. With 
fourteen bands playing live the crowd had a great time huddling under brollies and marquees which all led to a 
superb and friendly atmosphere.  

This year the addition of another marquee for the acoustic sets to complement the main stage was an idea well 
received with everyone appreciating the diversity and quality of music. Too little space here makes it impossible to 
name all the acts but every one without exception was greeted with warmth and enthusiasm.  

Once again the food stalls were very popular with a hog-roast (courtesy of John Downing who also kindly provided a 
field for off-road parking), street food from The Man with a Pan, vegetarian and vegan food from Emma’s Caravan 
Catering and even pink fluffy candy floss from Pip.  

The cream teas served in the hall were very popular and despite the rain even ice-creams made an appearance. Such 
a hardy lot us village folk.  

The Castle Inn from Lydford provided the licensed bar which proved a popular space to chill out next to the acoustic 
stage. So popular at one point that further beer had to be quickly requisitioned to keep up with demand, all served 
and consumed with good humour.  

Now, back to the weather. Did I mention the rain? Even an intermittent power cut didn’t stop the fun. This year’s 
idea to put up the extra marquees paid dividends and thanks go out to those who lent temporary ones at short 
notice to combat the wet stuff. And of course none of this could have been achieved without the dedicated band of 
volunteers who gave up many hours to make the decorations that gave Brenstock a real festival feel. The volunteers, 
stewards and the organisation committee (headed up by some chilled chappy calling himself The Dom) who pulled 
all the acts and food stalls together, arranged the funding and helped with ticket sales (The Castle Inn, Mary Tavy 
Post Office, Riverside Stores Bridestowe and Bookstop in Tavistock especially helping with those), erected marquees, 
stages, lighting and sound systems are a credit to the village and our thanks go out to them for their hard work and 
dedication.  

The rumour is out that Brenstock will take next year off. …………….Can we really wait until 2019?  

Willie Eckerslyke 
 

Diary Dates 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 
 

AUGUST 

Sat  5th 10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 2nd 10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Sat 9th 3.00 – 5.00 Village BBQ Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Sat 30th 10.30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554 
 

Village Hall Bookings via Helen de Carles  810412   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL COPY DATE FOR SEPTEMBER BRENTOR NEWS  

Tuesday 24th August 

John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net 
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