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Good news!  Our first event is on Tuesday, October 10th 

at 7.30pm Coronation Hall: £8 adults, £4 children. 

Alison Neal will perform  'Mrs Beeton, My Sister'. This is 
a one hour show followed by a question and answer ses-
sion. During the interval free tea/coffee and cakes will be 

available. If you enjoyed Alison in The Fossil Lady of Lyme 
then this will be another excellent evening.

The Neil Maya Quartet is booked for a return visit on 
Wednesday February 28th 2018. Further details soon.

Please try to support these events to enable us to continue 
to bring live theatre to the village. See you there!

Doreen Rogers & Margaret Aston  810408

Food for Thought!
Friday 20th October 7pm Brentor Village Hall
For something a bit different but along the lines of the 
great Brentor Curry Suppers, please come along and sup-
port a bring and share evening with a Palestinian theme!

Do you fancy trying out a new recipe or make a side dish? 
Any donations will be really welcomed to make a deli-
cious shared meal before we listen to David Oddie giving 
an illustrated talk on A Story of Palestine: My personal 
journey through art and conflict. How can the arts help 
transform lives in this setting of historic conflict? 

He tells the story of the activities of the Indra Congress 
in the West Bank, Palestine over the past 13 years. Indra 
Congress is a global network of young people, artists and 
others who share a commitment to developing the arts as a 
unique resource for transformation in settings of conflict. 
The lecture has an initial focus on the context in which 
Indra's partners, Al Harah Theatre in Beit Jala and their 
youth theatre members, live and struggle under the daily 
pressures of military occupation. The presentation then 
explores how and why theatre and the arts matter so much 
to these young people and their communities.

The evening will be a fund raiser for David's charity. For 
more information check out www.theindracongress.com 
or to whet your appetite try this video clip https://vimeo.
com/227413461

There are many Palestinian recipes on the internet and 
some ideas will be made available via Colin's round robin 
email and on the Brentor Village website soon.

To book your places:            Jane Phelpstead 810635

Brentorians AGM 
Thursday October 5th 
7.30pm in the Village Hall

Get involved - front or back-stage! Our short AGM will be 
followed by plans for our next production, thinking about 
casting, support roles, dates etc.       Liz Hill 810590

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494     Mobile 0778 2345395

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates

Action in Brentor!
With the demise of Villages in Action, the BCT is planning 
to fill the gap by arranging further local entertainment of a 
high standard;  Mary Tavy is doing the same - see below.

In this context are delighted to announce that 
Peter John (PJ) Bennett and his partner Ana 
Estefania Rodriguez have offered to play for us 
again, this time in the Village Hall on Saturday 
Feb 10th.  As many will know, PJ grew up in this 
village; he is a young virtuoso on the classical 
guitar - and Ana is likewise on the flute;  they gave 
a superb recital to an audience in Christchurch last 
year.

Full details, ticket availability etc. will be in the January 
Brentor News.

https://peterjoebennett.wordpress.com/about/
https://duovillanesca.wordpress.com/bio-ana-estefania-rodrigu-
ez-moran/

John Wheeler 810083



Brentor
Garden
Club

Thursday, 21 September at 7.30 pm in the 
Brentor Village Hall

“DARTMOOR’S SETT MAKERS’ BANKERS”
A talk by Simon Dell, MBE

This is the story of the lesser known industrial mystery of the 
small benches on the hills of Dartmoor where street cobbles 
were manufactured.

Across the sides of many hills on the moors are little man-
made benches where the Sett Makers crouched in all weather 
making the setts – or cobbles – for the streets of Plymouth and 
Tavistock as well as other nearby towns. 

Their story is told by Simon Dell who is currently the Director 
and Co-ordinator of Moorland Guides. He retired as a full-
time and volunteer Police Constable after thirty two years 
regular service in September 2007, and since then as a Special 
Constable volunteer in the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary 
having been a member of the Force since 1975. His last post 
was leading the Special Constabulary volunteers throughout 
the Force area in supporting the work of the Wildlife Crime 
Officers, thus continuing the work when he was, for many 
years, a Wildlife Liaison Officer in the Police Service . He 
served in various stations throughout the counties of Devon 
and Cornwall as well as working on the Isles of Scilly. 
Seventeen years of his service were spent at Tavistock Police 
Station as Community Constable, where, in 1997 he was 
awarded the MBE for services to the community as well as 
Mountain Rescue.

Visitors very welcome
£2 on the door

Heather Webster 810004
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BRENTOR COMMONS
The seed cases on the broom plant behind the signpost 
are now hard and dry, ready to burst open with an audible 
snap when the sun is really hot again.  As we walked 
around we saw the windblown seeds of willow herb, bird 
dispersed seeds of rowan, hawthorn and sloe and the 
ripening helicopters of sycamore.

The rowan do not seem to have a very heavy crop this 
year, but in some locations the sloes are so dense that 
I will get enough from just one plant for my sloe gin, 
whereas in other places the blackthorn bushes are quite 
empty. Perhaps the frost killed the blossom as it has done 
on most of our apple trees this year.

When walking around, I commented 
to Janet that it was so difficult to 
identify the birds from the briefest of 
views as they flit from one densely 
covered bush to another. However, a 
little later on as we reached the Burcombe gate I spotted 
a long tailed tit crossing the track. As we watched, it 
was followed by several more and also by blue tit, great 
tit, coal tit and willow warbler. This is characteristic of 
foraging tits at this time of year as they form loosely 
gathered mixed flocks. These groups are always interesting 
to watch and they can often contain rarer visitors such as 
goldcrest or firecrest.

The bracken has now been rolled flat and it is much more 
pleasant not to feel as if one is walking in a green canyon. 
If only we could have animals grazing the common, 
returning it to the lowland heath that it was thirty or 
more years ago. The grass was once short enough through 
the summer to picnic and perhaps play football over the 
whole area.

We are hoping to have a working party to continue 
improving the access and general habitat of the Liddaton 
pond on Sunday Sept 24th from 10.00 until 12.00. All 
welcome, there will be jobs for everyone. If you require 
further details please contact me on the number below.

Barry Albrighton 860445

Brentor Yoga class
Yoga is really not about putting your feet behind your 
ears or working yourself into a pretzel. Rather it is about 
discovering, through the medium of your body, breath 
and mind, more about your self - and what is not to be 
welcomed in that? 
If you would like to come along on Tues 12 Sept 
and join us for our first session of the term, at 
the introductory cost of £5 (with no obligation to 
continue), then contact me on yogadreckly@gmail.com 
<mailto:info@yogadreckly@gmail.com>  or telephone  
(01822) 832897 
Jane Osborne

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!
The Mistletoe Fair organisers are eagerly anticipating that 
the talented people of Brentor will have more beautiful 
images taken in and around the village throughout the 
year. The photos selected could be used for cards or a 
calendar to sell at the Fair to raise funds for the village.
Please send your photos, as many as you like, to 
helendecarles@gmail.com by 30th September. Images 
should be a minimum 2Mb jpeg.

Helen 810412 - Sarah 860165

West Devon Villages Arts Trail
- for Drawn to the Valley Open Studios Event
2nd - 10th September - with 13 local artists 
on a half-day trail.
www.drawntothevalley.co.uk

New Editor!
The Brentor News welcomes Michael Harris 
to our editorial "team".  Mike is looking 
forward to putting his first edition to bed in 
the near future.
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Forthcoming Church services
Sunday 3rd September
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evensong  St.Michael's
Sunday 10th 
 - NO MORNING SERVICE   (ordination of 
   Judith Blowey in Tavistock)
 - 6.00pm Evensong  St.Michael's
Sunday 17th 
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evensong  St.Michael's
Sunday 24th 
 - NO MORNING SERVICE   (ordination of 
   Sue Tucker in Plymouth)
 - 6.00pm Holy Communion  St.Michael's
   (For the feast of St Michael - and the last 
  service on the Tor until Christmas.)
 
Sunday 1st  October
 - 9.45 am   Holy Communion Christ Church

Sunday 8th October
 - Harvest Festival at Christ Church, further  
   details next month.

David Harris - 810845 david@brentorchurch.org.uk 
Kate Kelly - 810287  kate@brentorchurch.org.uk 

Updates from Sheryl
CANCELLED 
Sorry but the Village BBQ is cancelled!
After asking around for support and salad donations we had 
such a negative response due to holidays etc that we decided 
to cancel it this year.
Maybe a different date for next year will help.

Another change. It was said in the last issue that Sept would 
have two coffee mornings, one at the end, we now realise 
that this clashes with a wedding in the hall, so back to plan A, 
and Oct will go ahead on the 7th as usual (just without Sue!). 
Help needed!!

Good news!!
CURRY NIGHT IS BACK - FRIDAY 22nd Sept 7pm
A very popular event - meet up with friends and neighbours 
and show off your cooking skills with a bring-and-share curry 
night. Basics will be provided: popadoms, chutney and rice. 
Please support as a village hall fund raiser but also 
supporting a charity as well.

Coffee Morning
Saturday 2nd September  - 10.30am -12noon
Who can resist the smell of bacon or freshly brewed coffee?! 

Meet up at our regular village hall event.
Fund raiser raffle + Friends of the playing field monthly draw 

+ Bring and buy home grown produce.

Jumble Sale
Saturday 21st October 1pm start 20p entrance
Start collecting and bring to the hall on the morning of the 
21st from 10am (or if you are attending the event the evening 
before, leave it at the hall then).
Prompt start and it is over in a flash! So don't be late!
Village hall fundraising.

Sheryl 870554

Mount Kelly Choral Society News
The Mount Kelly Choral Society (charity no. 
1172838) in Tavistock will be starting the new 
term on Thursday September 7th.  This mixed 
choir always welcomes newcomers.  They sing a wide 
variety of choral works and perform two or three concerts 
a year.   Although aspiring to high standards, anyone 
who wishes to develop their singing abilities is welcome. 
Auditions are usually only required if the section for the 
voice concerned is oversubscribed.   The choir is very 
friendly, reasonably serious but NOT SOLEMN!   You can to 
attend up to six rehearsals on a trial basis without obligation.

Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7.30 to 9.30pm 
in the Melvin Hall at Mount Kelly College and the first 
one of the new term will be on Thursday, September 7th.  
when  work will start on Handel’s Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day 
and Rutter’s Magnificat for the concert on Saturday, 18th. 
November in St. Eustachius’ Church, Tavistock.   After 
Christmas, we will be rehearsing Mozart’s Great Mass in C 
Minor  for a concert on March 17th. also in St. Eustachius’ 
Church.   Annual subscriptions are £50 full subscription,  
£40 concessionary and £25 for under 30s. Membership is 
free to anyone under 18.

Mount Kelly College on the left off the A386 leading out 
of Tavistock towards Okehampton.   Ample parking is 
available.   Enter through the main door and ask anyone for 
the whereabouts of the Melvin Hall.   If you are coming for 
the first time, it is suggested you arrive by 7.15.   For more 
information visit http://www.kellychoralsociety.com  or 
contact   Membership Secretary, Nick Greaves 01822 616702  
- nick@kellychoralsociety.com     or Chairman, Graham 
Reed 01822 840002 – info@grahamreedglass.co.uk         

Flowers in Church
Both of Brentor's churches - St Michael on the tor and Christchurch 
in the village - have fresh flowers almost all year and our many 
visitors often comment on how lovely the arrangements are. The 
flowers are arranged by a stalwart band of villagers and their efforts 
are really appreciated - thank you ladies, you know who you are!
If anyone would like to join the flower arranging rota, please contact 
me - people are usually responsible for 2 weeks and choose which 
church (or both) they want to do. Not everyone wants to trek up 
the tor in the teeth of the gale carrying flowers during the winter, 
although several do prefer doing the flowers there. At festival times 
(Harvest, Christmas and Easter) everyone who is around comes and 
we usually help the work along with tea/coffee and cake. 
I will be drawing up a new rota from the end of September so if you 
are interested do let me know.         Helen Harris - 810845

Summer is here - so is cheaper heating Oil
The Devon Oil Collective was set up by Devon Communities 
Together and has been saving people money on the purchase of their 
oil for the last 5 years.... by finding the cheapest oil to purchase, 
leaving you able to just sign up, sit back and enjoy the benefits of 
cheaper heating oil.

https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/heating-oil-savings-devon

Devon Open Studios 2017
250 Artists Across Devon
- 14 in West Devon alone

Brochures : Village Hall, the church or Jo Larson-Burnett



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.
Mondays  6.00pm     Kettlebells Patrick Curran
Tuesdays  - from 12th September 7.00pm     Yoga Jane Osborne  832897

September
Sat 2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thu 21st 7.30pm 'Dartmoor's Sett Makers Bankers' - Simon Dell Heather Webster 810004
Mon 11th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Caroline Oxenham 481415 
Fri 22nd 7.00pm Curry Night! Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Sat 23rd   - Final copy date for October Brentor News! Jane Phelpstead 810635
Sun 24th 10.00am Liddaton Pond Working Party Barry Albrighton 860445

October
Thu 5th 7.30pm Brentorians AGM & Planning John Wheeler 810013
Sat 7th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs   870554
Tue 10th 7.30am "Mrs Beeton, My Sister", Alison Neal - Coronation Hall Margaret Aston  810408 
Thu 19th 7.30pm "Moss Gatherers of Dartmoor, World War 1", Ann Pulsford Heather Webster 810004
Fri    20th 7.00pm "Food for Thought"  Jane Phelpstead 810635
Sat 21st 1.00pm Jumble Sale Sheryl Burroughs   870554

- 4 - 

FINAL COPY DATE - for the October edition:
Saturday 23rd September - to Jane Phelpstead: croakytoad@ukgateway.net

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust 
would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Joe Kuipers 810590      joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net
  Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083      ajw@brentor.net
  Mike Harris mikeinbrentor@gmail.com

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of Will Writers 
www.willwriters.com

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541    
swwillsandprobate@btinternet.com

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
• Will writing tailored to your needs
• Home visits
• Will storage
• Lasting Power of Attorney
• Living Wills

Fund raising for Children's Hospice South West:
Friday 15 and Saturday 16 September 2017
Sale of nearly new Clothes
Portrait Room, Bedford Hotel, Tavistock
10 am - 4 pm Cash only

Billie Burnett - Tavistock Friends of Children's 
Hospice South West.

Wednesday 27 September 2017
Delicious and Delightful Cream Tea
Whitchurch Village Hall
2 pm - 4 pm
Raffle Stalls
£4.50 adults Children free


