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SUMMARY









An ecological assessment was carried out of Brentor Parish Cemetery at OS grid reference
SX478813.
The Cemetery supports unimproved neutral grassland of moderately rich species diversity;
semi‐improved neutral grassland of low species diversity; grassland invaded by ruderals;
species‐rich and species‐poor hedgerows; gravestone and wall habitat.
The habitats of greatest conservation value within the Cemetery are the unimproved
grassland in the existing burial area, the lichen habitat on gravestones and the two species‐
rich hedgerows.
No rare or protected species are thought to inhabit the Cemetery but protected bat, reptile
and mammal species may visit the site.
A total of 84 plant species were recorded on the site during the survey (excluding lichen and
fungi).
Recommendations are made for site protection, enhancement and management.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1

Report brief

This report presents the results of an ecological assessment of Brentor Parish Cemetery in the village
of North Brentor, near Tavistock in Devon, and provides advice on management for wildlife
conservation and biodiversity. The site, located at Ordnance Survey grid reference SX478813, is
owned and managed by Brentor Parish Council who commissioned this report. The ecological
assessment was carried out by Dr Belinda Wheeler MIEEM, an independent freelance ecologist, with
the aims of: assessing all habitats within the site for their conservation value; assessing the potential
of the site to support any rare or legally protected species; and, advising on management for
conservation and biodiversity of species present and highlighting potential for wildlife enhancement.
As a full member of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, Belinda Wheeler is
governed by its Code of Professional Conduct.

1.2

Site description

1.2.1 Environs
The village of North Brentor lies in the parish of Brentor on the north‐west fringes of Dartmoor
National Park. Brentor Parish Cemetery is located a short distance (200 m) from the centre of the
village and is adjacent to a minor, rural road that runs through the village, linking it to Mary Tavy to
the east and Lydford to the north‐west. The nearest town is Tavistock located approximately 6.5 km
to the south.
The general area is rural and comprises farmland (permanent pasture), common land (relict lowland
heath, scrub, bracken, acid and neutral grasslands), upland heathland (dry dwarf shrub heath and
acid grassland), upland hay meadow, rivers, streams, farmsteads, hamlets and villages. North
Brentor
village
comprises
housing
(220
households
in
the
2001
census;
http://www.brentorvillage.org), a village hall, Christ Church (1865; Grade II listed), Brentor
Methodist Chapel (1841; Grade II listed), playing fields and permanent pasture. There are no
industrial or commercial premises within the village. Brentor Methodist Chapel was converted to a
private dwelling in 2006 and the associated cemetery bought by Brentor Parish Council as a parish
burial ground: this is the origin of Brentor Parish Cemetery, the subject of this report.
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2. METHODS
2.1

Desk study

Prior to conducting the field survey, desk based research was briefly carried out on the Cemetery
site to ascertain underlying geology (British Geological Survey: England and Wales, 1:50 000
provisional Series
–
Tavistock,
Sheet
337,
Solid
and
Drift
Edition),
soils
(http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/), history of the site and any statutory rural designations
affecting the site.

2.2

Field survey

A Phase 1 habitat survey according to the standard methodology (JNCC, 2010) was carried out at the
site on 15 October, 2012, by Dr Belinda Wheeler MIEEM.
The habitats present within the site were recorded according to the standard methodology of Phase
1. A 1plant species list was compiled for each habitat encountered, which should be considered
representative and detailed but not exhaustive due to the ephemeral nature of some species such as
annuals, and the possibility of vernal species having disappeared by the time of the survey in
autumn.
The site was assessed for signs of rare and/or legally protected species (such as bats or badgers), and
the habitats within the site were assessed for their potential to support those rare and/or legally
protected species. This assessment followed guidelines issued by Natural England and other relevant
conservation organisations, such as the Bat Conservation Trust.
Special attention was paid to species and habitats that are included as Priority Species and Habitats
of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) (JNCC, 2007) and those species and habitats included in
the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (Devon LBAP; Devon Biodiversity Partnership, 2005).

1

Nomenclature of higher plants, both English and Latin follows Stace (2010) unless otherwise stated. Scientific
names will be provided on first mention of a species; thereafter common name only will be used.
Nomenclature of lower plants follows Atherton et al. (2010) for mosses and liverworts, and Dobson (2000) for
lichens.
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3. RESULTS
3.1

Geology and soils

The eastern side of North Brentor lies on the Lydford Formation (dark grey and black shale and
sedimentary 2breccia beds) of the Lower Carboniferous period, although there are more localized
areas of Greystone Formation (dark grey siltstones and slates with 3tuff and 4pillow lava) and there
are alluvium and river terrace deposits associated with the course of the River Burn. To the south
the Liddaton Formation (grey and greenish grey slate, siltstone and sandstone lamae) of the Upper
Devonian surfaces, which underlies the area, is present. However, the western end of the village,
where the Parish Cemetery is located, lies on the South Brentor Formation (dark grey laminated
slate, sandstone and limestone), with igneous extrusive basic tuff and basalts of volcanic origin just
to the north and north‐west of the cemetery. These rocks largely give rise to freely draining, slightly
acid but base‐rich soils of high fertility; unlike the wet, acid and peaty soils of Black Down to the east
or the slightly acid loamy soils to the west and south; both of which are of low fertility.
The Cemetery therefore, with its freely draining loamy soils is suitable for base‐rich pasture and
woodland habitat and associated species.

3.2

History

The Cemetery opened in 1902 as the Bible Christian Cemetery, associated with the Bible Christian
Chapel located 150m down the village road to the east (OS Grid reference: SX48048138).
The first Bible Christian Chapel was opened in 1827 but was replaced by the existing building in
1841. This building became a Methodist Chapel in 1907 and was further extended to include a
Sunday School in the early 20th century.
The original Chapel burial ground is located in the enclosed (walled) triangular area immediately to
the west of the Chapel but burials presumably rapidly out‐grew this limited space and the Cemetery
further up the hill (this study site) was opened in 1902.
In 2006 the Tavistock Methodist Circuit sold the Methodist Chapel, which was then converted to a
private dwelling, and offered the upper burial grounds, including the lower unused section, to
Brentor Parish Council. The Parish Council purchased the Cemetery in 2007 and acts as the Burial
Authority with legal responsibility for administration and maintenance of the Cemetery.
The earliest interment date located within the Cemetery during this study was 1903 and the most
recent 2002 although not all gravestones were sufficiently clear to read: the Cemetery therefore has
100 years of interments and many local families are represented on the inscriptions.

2

Breccia: fragments of angular rock cemented together.

3

Tuff is consolidated volcanic ash.

4

Volcanic lava produced underwater.
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Statutory rural designations

The Cemetery lies within the boundary of Dartmoor National Park. Dartmoor National Park
Authority, a special purpose local authority created under the Environment Act 1995, has a statutory
role to:



conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park
promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the
National Park by the public (http://www.dartmoor‐npa.gov.uk)

The centre of North Brentor is a designated Conservation Area under the Civic Amenities Act 1967;
however, although this includes the original Methodist Chapel and burial ground, the Parish
Cemetery falls outside the boundary.
The site does not fall within a Biosphere Reserve, National Nature Reserve, Site of Special Scientific
Interest, Special Protection Area, Ramsar Site, World Heritage Site, Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, Environmentally Sensitive Area (source: http://www.magic.defra.gov.uk, accessed 17
October, 2012).
There are no Scheduled Monuments within the site.

3.4

Site assessment

The grounds of Brentor Parish Cemetery are roughly triangular in shape and occupy approximately
0.14 ha, although the site appears to comprise three separate units of land that may formerly have
been enclosed, although on the 1842 tithe map all three sections of the cemetery and the field
immediately below to the east are shown as one large enclosed field (http://www.dartmoor‐
npa.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/96044/North‐Brentor‐2011.pdf), so the boundary along the
eastern side of the site and any boundaries within the site post‐date this map. Only the external
boundaries along the northern and southern side of the site may be older than 1842.
The site slopes gently to the east. The upper, western part of the Cemetery covers some 550 square
metres and is the site of all the previous burials; the graves occupy the greater part of this space.
The lower part of the site, to the east of the entrance path, occupies lower ground and appears to
originate from two separate units of land (350 and 460 square metres, respectively, west–east). The
original boundary banks are apparent at the upper and lower extent of this area but any former
boundary in the central area is absent. There are currently no burials within the lower part of the
site.
The site comprises grassland, graves (and gravestones), wall habitat, an internal boundary bank and
three boundary hedges. The land immediately surrounding the site comprises a minor road, a
private driveway and poor semi‐improved grassland used as permanent pasture for sheep/cattle.
Visually the site is screened from the road that runs along its northern boundary by a tall hedge,
approximately 2.5 m in height. The site is additionally screened from view from the village centre by
the overgrown beech hedge along its eastern boundary.
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Ecological assessment of vegetation communities and habitat features

Habitats are mapped in Appendix 1 and a full species list is presented in Appendix 2 for all habitats
encountered. A total of 84 native plant species, including higher and lower plants but excluding
lichen, algae and fungi, were noted during the 2.5‐hour survey. The species list should be considered
fairly comprehensive but not exhaustive.
3.5.1

Grassland

EXISTING BURIAL GROUND
The upper part of the Cemetery is where the existing graves are located. Most of this burial area,
with the exception of some of the graves themselves (see below) supports 5unimproved neutral
grassland of reasonable species diversity (see images of this habitat in Figure 1 in Appendix 3). The
main grass species found were common bent Agrostis capillaris and red fescue Festuca rubra, which
are co‐dominant; with frequent sweet vernal‐grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, Yorkshire fog Holcus
lanatus and cock’s‐foot Dactylis glomerata; plus occasional meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis,
crested dog’s‐tail Cynosurus cristatus and false oat‐grass Arrhenatherum elatius. All other grasses
were rare within this area.
The 6wildflower component of the grassland included abundant rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus,
hedge bedstraw Galium album; frequent oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, red clover Trifolium
pratense, self‐heal Prunella vulgaris, yarrow Achillea millefolium, germander speedwell Veronica
chamaedrys and ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata; whilst black knapweed Centaurea nigra,
betony Stachys officinalis, common bird’s‐foot‐trefoil Lotus corniculatus, wild strawberry Fragaria
vesca, barren strawberry Potentilla sterilis and white clover Trifolium repens were occasional or
locally frequent. The robust ruderal species hogweed Heracleum sphondylium was also occasional,
and there were very occasional plants of ragwort Senecio jacobaea – a species considered
undesirable in pasture and hay meadows due to its toxicity to stock.
With regard to lower plants, moss species were reasonably well represented with springy turf moss
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus and neat feather‐moss Pseudoscleropodium purum most frequent in the
grassland. A large lichen species, thought to be dog lichen Peltigera canina was also occasional.
UNUSED BURIAL GROUND
The lower part of the Cemetery is currently unused but is available for new burials. Some maps, such
as the digital maps available on the 7MAGIC website, show physical boundaries crossing this area.
The first is a boundary that runs along the western side of this area: this boundary is still apparent
below the entrance footpath, consisting of a vegetated stone‐faced earth bank. However, the
second boundary is shown approximately half way down this area, and although no physical
5

Unimproved grassland is defined as grassland which has not been artificially ‘improved’ for agricultural
purposes by the addition of commercial seed varieties, been subject to the addition of artificial fertilizers or
been treated with herbicides. Unimproved grassland is generally more species rich and of greater conservation
value than semi‐improved or improved grasslands.
6

Wildflowers in this report are the forbs: herbaceous (non‐woody) flowering higher plants that are not
graminoids (grasses, rushes, and sedges) or lower plants (mosses, lichens, liverworts).

7

MAGIC is a web‐based interactive map resulting from a partnership of six government organisations. MAGIC
uses Ordnance Survey raster base mapping. http://magic.defra.gov.uk
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boundary could be seen, a change in the vegetation type at this point was noted (see map in
Appendix 1).
The grassland in the upper western part of this area was unshaded, tall rank grassland of 8semi‐
improved appearance and less species rich than that in the existing burial area above (Figure 2).
Grasses overwhelmingly dominated the sward here with dominant false oat‐grass, abundant cock’s‐
foot, frequent common bent and Yorkshire fog, plus occasional red fescue.
The wildflower component was more impoverished and consisted mainly of abundant ribwort
plantain, frequent creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, common sorrel Rumex acetosa and
hogweed with occasional germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, hedge bedstraw,
cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis, willowherb Epilobium sp. and common chickweed Stellaria
media. A small stand of bracken Pteridium aquilinum was noted along the northern end of this
grassland.
The lower part of this grassland area, nominally below the former boundary feature, was extremely
weedy (Figure 2 – right‐hand panel). Grasses were represented by abundant tussocky cock’s‐foot
with much false oat‐grass, but the stand was largely dominated by tall ruderal species; particularly
common nettle Urtica dioica, which was dominant, with frequent hogweed and broad‐leaved dock
Rumex obtusifolius. Meadow wildflowers were few, predominantly common sorrel.
Towards the lower hedge boundary enclosing the site the grassland gradually disappeared due to
the deep shade cast by the trees above.
ASSESSMENT
No rare plant species were noted in the survey of the grassland and this area site is not considered
likely to support any rare plant species.
The grassland in the EXISTING BURIAL GROUND appears largely unimproved and is of moderate species‐
richness. The grasses that dominate are mostly fine‐leaved species with low abundance of the
coarser tussocky grass species. Wildflowers are prominent across the area. To qualify as UK
Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) Lowland Meadow grassland habitat (9BAP GO6 Lowland Meadow;
Natural England, 2010), a species‐rich grassland that occurs on free‐draining neutral soils in the
lowlands and upland fringes, at least two wildflower indicator species must be frequent, plus two
occasional in the sward. Of the published 10Lowland Meadow wildflower indicator species rough
hawkbit and oxeye daisy were frequent, and black knapweed, betony and common bird’s‐foot trefoil
8

Semi‐improved grassland: a transition category comprising grasslands that may have been managed
intensively in the past with applications of artificial fertilisers and/or herbicides or by re‐sowing. These
grasslands are less botanically rich than unimproved grasslands but richer than improved grasslands, thus are
still of some conservation value.
9

BAP, UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority grassland type. The conservation of species‐rich grassland and other
BAP Priority Habitats has been a major objective of Agri‐Environment schemes. Condition assessment of
grasslands is set out in Natural England (March 2010) Higher Level Stewardship Farm Environment Plan (FEP)
Manual. Third Edition.
10

This list of indicator species published in Natural England (2010) comprises broadleaved herb species of
unimproved mesotrophic meadows that are managed by cutting or grazing.
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were occasional. Negative indicator species (i.e. injurious weeds such as thistles Cirsium sp. and
docks Rumex sp.) were largely absent. The grassland in the EXISTING BURIAL GROUND therefore qualifies
as UK BAP Lowland Meadow.
The grassland in the lower UNUSED BURIAL GROUND is less species rich than in the burial ground above.
The grassland appears to have received some agricultural improvement at some time (application of
fertiliser) or perhaps has been impoverished by inappropriate management such as failure to
remove grass cuttings, which increases soil fertility. Cock’s‐foot and false oat‐grass, which are
abundant here, are old meadow species: however, they are coarse tussock‐forming grasses that
exploit derelict, fertile environments. False‐oat grass in particular is frequent on roadside verges and
in grassland where management (i.e. grazing or cutting) has been relaxed or withdrawn. Nettle,
hogweed and broad‐leaved dock are all indicative of fertile conditions: nettle can spread rapidly
precluding the growth of other forb species; hogweed is an increasing arable weed that benefits
from lack of grazing; and broad‐leaved dock is a designated weed (1959 Weeds Act) and effective
competitor. Common nettle often colonizes areas that have become shaded; these nettles may be
the result of the increased shade cast by the beech Fagus sylvatica trees of the hedge beyond. UK
BAP Lowland Meadow wildflower indicator species are lacking in this lower unused burial area and
the grassland here does therefore not qualify for this UK BAP habitat; however, the upper part
where nettle, hogweed and broad‐leaved dock are absent does qualify as semi‐improved grassland
BAP GO2 Semi‐improved Grassland due to the presence of four 11semi‐improved indicator species
here cuckooflower, common sorrel, germander speedwell and ribwort plantain. The lower part fails
on all criteria, particularly on the abundance of negative indicator species (nettle and broadleaved
dock); however, it should be borne in mind that both nettles and docks are important to insects such
as ladybirds, weevils, beetles and caterpillars.

3.5.2 Graves and gravestones
The oldest graves dating from the early part of the 20th century are located on the southern side of
the upper burial area, to the south of the access path that runs west from the main path, effectively
cutting the burial area into two halves. The more recent graves, dating from the mid‐20th to the
early 21st centuries, are located to the north of this path. The graves vary in style; some are walled
graves with low surrounding walls and a variety of surfacing materials, others are earth graves –
most with vertical raised headstones. Some graves have horizontal monumental slabs effectively
capping the entire grave. The character of the vegetation on and around these graves therefore
varies across the burial area, and reflects both the character of the grave and the age of the burial.
The horizontal surface of the graves often supported grassland similar to that described above
(Figure 3 – left‐hand panel), but where stone tops the grave, or where the grave has been surfaced
with ornamental stones, glass pebbles etc. additional species have colonized (Figure 3 – right‐hand
panel). Mouse‐ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum often formed dense colonies on the surfaced
graves, whilst some graves supported large patches of moss thought to be swan‐neck moss
Campylopus sp. and smaller colonies of the delightfully‐named big shaggy‐moss Rhytidiadelphus
11

More common meadow species that occur on a wide range of soil types in land that may be derived from a
BAP habitat following agricultural improvement.
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triquetrus. Hart’s‐tongue fern Phyllitis scolopendrium was also occasional on the graves, and a
stonecrop (probably biting stonecrop Sedum acre although a deliberately planted garden variety
cannot be ruled out) was also noted.
Algae, mosses and lichens have colonized many of the gravestones within the Cemetery (Figure 4).
Many gravestones were noted to support several different lichen species, including species of:
leprose lichens (powdery encrusting lichens), crustose lichens (crusty spots tightly packed over the
surface) and foliose lichens (leaf‐like in structure). The lichens were most abundant on the backs of
the headstones, on the more shaded west‐facing surfaces.
On one grave of John Gerry, located on the northern boundary, a cotoneaster shrub (probably wall
cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis) was noted (Figure 5). This species is not native to the British
Isles and is a frequent garden escapee, but here it may well have been planted to adorn the grave.
ASSESSMENT
No rare plant species were noted in this habitat during the survey and this area site is not considered
likely to support any rare plant species, although the status of the lichen flora on the gravestones
was not determined during this survey. A trained lichenologist would be required to assess the
lichen component of the site.
Lichens are sensitive to atmospheric pollution, often slow‐growing and can find refuge in graveyards
when surrounding habitat has been destroyed. The species of lichen colonizing gravestones will
reflect the type of stone used for the headstone. Slate and sandstone will support more acid‐loving
species, whilst limestone will support lichens that prefer an alkaline habitat. The older graves may
support lichens of considerable age, whilst more recent headstones will support more recent
colonies. The oldest graves are in excess of 100 years old and it is on these gravestones that the
oldest lichen communities are likely to be found.
The cotoneaster plant is undesirable; unfortunately this shrub is invasive and detrimental to our
native flora and may spread.

3.5.3

Hedgerows

HEDGE A: NORTHERN BOUNDARY
The hedge along the northern boundary bordering the road, hereafter referred to as Hedge A is of
stone–earth bank construction topped with woody shrubs and trees; a traditional Devon hedge of
some age (see Appendix 1 & Figure 6 in Appendix 3). This boundary is shown on the 1842 tithe map.
It is approximately 79 m in length. The western side of this hedge supported a row of quite large yew
Taxus baccata which overtopped the managed hedge below by some considerable height: these
were fruiting at the time of the survey. These trees have the appearance of Irish Yew Taxus baccata
‘Fastigiata’: a large shrub‐like cultivar often found in churchyards, which have upright, bushy growth
with radially arranged shoots. The managed hedge below the yew supported frequent hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna with occasional sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, ash Fraxinus excelsior, holly
Ilex aquifolium, European gorse Ulex europaeus and privet Ligustrum sp. (probably non‐native privet
hedging). This part of the hedge was closely flail‐cut on the roadside and not intact on the Cemetery
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side, with several gaps. The eastern end of the hedge, below the entrance gateway supported no
yew trees but comprised abundant hazel Corylus avellana and bramble with frequent holly and
privet. This part was also flail cut but was denser with fewer gaps. The non‐woody component of
this hedge was typical of Devon hedges with ferns such as abundant male fern Dryopteris filix‐mas
and occasional black spleenwort Asplenium adiantum‐nigrum, broad buckler‐fern Dryopteris
dilatata, common polypody Polypodium vulgare and hart’s‐tongue; wildflowers such as foxglove
Digitalis purpurea, wood avens Geum urbanum, red campion Silene dioica, greater stitchwort
Stellaria holostea, navelwort Umbilicus rupestris, common dog‐violet Viola canina, herb Robert
Geranium robertianum, hedge bedstraw and wild strawberry Fragaria vesca were noted. Due to the
lateness in the season many 12vernal species would not be apparent in this survey, but a few late
seed‐heads of bluebell Hyacinthoides non‐scripta were seen. Fruiting bodies of a fungus were noted
on the Cemetery side of this hedge, towards the bottom. The species‐richness was greatest on the
roadside of this hedge, which was much taller and therefore offered a greater physical area of
habitat, than the Cemetery side of this hedge which occupied higher ground.
There were some gaps in this hedge although it is regularly managed on the road‐side of the
hedgerow.
HEDGE B: EASTERN BOUNDARY
The hedge along the eastern boundary, hereafter referred to as Hedge B, is also of stone–earth bank
construction but probably represents a more recent boundary construction than hedge A (Figure 7).
This boundary is not shown on the 1842 tithe map. This hedge, which is approximately 33 m in
length, is much poorer in terms of species diversity. The hedge largely consist of a line of beech trees
Fagus sylvatica which are multi‐poled, presumably originating from young beech hedging that was
planted but has not been managed for quite a few years. The result is a very poor hedge with
numerous gaps (see Figure 7), little hedgerow habitat and a very shaded field layer from the dark
canopy, which mostly shades the western Cemetery side of the hedge. Other woody species were
few but included downy birch Betula pubescens and privet. On the Cemetery side of this hedge the
field layer includes sparse ivy, ground‐ivy Glechoma hederacea, common dog‐violet, hawthorn
seedlings, male fern and a few grasses (cock’s‐foot and Yorkshire fog). The moss, common
smoothcap Atrichum undulatum, was also noted. The eastern side of the hedge, which forms a
stock‐proof boundary for the field below, is less shaded as a result of greater efforts at management.
The beech on this side appears to have been cut flush in the vertical plane more frequently. On this
side species diversity in the field layer on the bank is greater with additional species maidenhair
spleenwort Asplenium trichomanes, black spleenwort, navelwort, wild strawberry, red campion,
foxglove and the moss bank haircap Polytrichastrum formosum.
There are many large gaps in this hedge and it has not been regularly managed.
HEDGE C: SOUTHERN BOUNDARY
The hedge along the southern boundary borders a private driveway to the house ‘Jenny’s Field’. This
hedge, hereafter referred to as Hedge C, is also a traditional Devon hedge of stone–earth bank
construction topped with woody shrubs and trees and again may be of some age (Figure 8). This
boundary is shown on the 1842 tithe map. It is approximately 35 m in length. This hedge was the
12

Spring‐flowering.
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most diverse of the three boundary hedges supporting abundant hazel and bramble with occasional
blackthorn Prunus spinosa, rowan Sorbus aucuparia, honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, sycamore,
hawthorn, ash and privet along its length. The non‐woody component of this hedge included ferns
lady fern Athyrium filix‐femina, broad buckler‐fern, male fern, common polypody and hart’s‐tongue;
wildflowers such as dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, greater stitchwort, foxglove, red campion,
navelwort, common dog‐violet, hedge bedstraw, herb Robert, ground ivy and primrose Primula
vulgaris. Primrose is a vernal species and it may be more abundant on this site than seen in this
October survey. This hedge is also likely to support bluebell but above‐ground parts of this species
were not apparent at this time.
There were no large gaps in this hedge and it has been regularly managed, and is therefore quite
dense.
ASSESSMENT
No trees or flowering plant species of conservation concern were recorded in the hedgerow habitat
during the survey, although primrose Primula vulgaris, a species included on the Devon LBAP, was
recorded in hedge C. Primrose is not rare in Devon but is rather an indicator species for several
habitats of conservation value.
The UK BAP classifies any native hedgerow greater than 20 m in length as a priority habitat feature.
The UK BAP sets out a number of targets for hedgerow habitat regarding their extent and condition.
All the hedges bordering this Cemetery are more than 20 m in length. Two of the hedgerows, Hedges
A and C, bordering the northern and southern sides of the Cemetery qualify as ‘species‐rich’ hedges
(JNCC, 2007) as they support five or more woody species in a 30‐m stretch. Species‐rich hedges are
also a priority habitat of the Devon LBAP. Most hedges in Devon are of medieval antiquity, whilst
some are older: some hedges on the fringes of Dartmoor are a relict of the small Bronze‐age field
systems that existed some 3,500 years ago (Devon Biodiversity Partnership, 2005). Whilst the age of
Hedges A and C is unknown (although they most likely pre‐date the tithe map of 1842) they do
qualify as species‐rich hedges under the Devon BAP. Single‐species hedges such as Hedge B do not
qualify.
The targets set out in both the UK and the Devon BAP have the same aim: to halt the decline in
extent, species diversity and condition of hedgerow habitat and enhance them through protection
and improved management practices.
Hedges A and C are also ‘important hedges’ under the Hedgerow Regulations, 1997 (DEFRA, 1997,
2007). Hedge A has 5 schedule 3 woody species (specified native tree and shrub species) in a 30‐m
stretch and five associated features: more than three schedule 2 species (field‐layer species of
woodland habitat); a supporting bank or wall; less than 10% gaps; borders a road and has another
parallel hedge within 15m. Hedge C has 6 woody schedule 3 woody species and three associated
features: more than three schedule 2 (field‐layer species of woodland habitat); a supporting bank or
wall; and less than 10% gaps. Any hedgerows classified as ‘important’ under the 1997 Hedgerows
Regulations cannot be removed without a Hedgerow Removal Notice issued by the relevant Local
Authority unless previously approved as part of a planning permission. Removal of these hedges is
not thought to be a likely occurrence here but it is worth noting, and it also highlights the
conservation importance of these hedges.
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Hedges are important habitat for the faunal species that they support; they provide nesting sites,
shelter and foraging for birds, invertebrates and small mammals. Bats use hedgerows for navigation
to foraging sites and both reptiles and amphibians take advantage of the warm and sheltered micro‐
climate of hedges. A number of factors therefore come into play when considering the conservation
value of a hedge. Nesting sites are provided by hedges of good physical structure with a dense
network of branches and twigs; food comes from both flowers nectar and fruits including berries,
nuts and seeds; and stone–earth banks provide shelter behind the stones and in holes and tunnels.
Hedgerow trees are also important for all these factors plus the rot hole and bark habitat that they
might offer. Hedges with high connectivity (many connections to other hedges) also provide safe
travel routes for mammals in search of food. Hedges A and C would score highly on all these factors
if managed appropriately. Hedge B is in a poor condition and would score lowly but with appropriate
management its conservation value could be greatly enhanced.
Hedge B is suffering from neglect and its conservation value is in decline. This hedge is now
sufficiently tall to obscure the view from the Cemetery across the village to the open moorland of
Gibbet Hill and Black Down beyond. The shade cast by the trees is probably encouraging the
proliferation of common nettle. The beech trees in this hedge are of low conservation value: beech
is not considered native to Devon (it is native to SE England and SE Wales) and the trees are not of
sufficient age to provide valuable tree habitat such as rots holes.

3.5.5

Other features

BOUNDARY BANK ALONG PATH

A distinct boundary bank runs along the eastern side of the entrance path, separating the upper part
of the site (the existing burial ground) from the unused burial ground below (Figure 9). This takes the
form of an earth bank, which is noticeable taller and broader at the southern end, furthest from the
road, and here the original stone‐facing is apparent. This bank does not support trees but does
support grassland and scrub vegetation. The grassland is quite species rich and reflects the
unimproved grassland community in the burial ground more than the semi‐improved grassland
community in the unused burial ground below. It supported largely fine‐leaved grasses (common
bent, red fescue and sweet vernal‐grass) with low abundance of coarser species (cock’s‐foot and
false oat‐grass). Wildflowers included frequent hedge bedstraw, rough hawkbit and yarrow with
occasional oxeye daisy, betony and red clover. Towards the taller, southern end the bank supported
a low scrub community of bramble with ground‐ivy, herb Robert and male fern.
PATHS
The entrance path from the road and gateway is surfaced, but the surface is obscured in places by
the vegetation (Figure 10). The path runs along the bottom of the existing burial site (running north–
south) and branches to the west (running east–west), dividing the existing burial site into two
distinct halves. Mouse‐ear hawkweed, self‐heal and procumbent pearlwort Sagina procumbens were
frequent with the same mosses noted in the grassland above plus occasional field‐woodrush Luzula
campestris. The vegetation along the path was very dense in some places obscuring the surface and
comprised large areas of moss, grasses and clovers.
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ENTRANCE GATEWAY AND WALLS
The entrance gateway has a small section of wall either side (Figure 11). This wall continues through
the gateway and forms a low wall bordering the path and supporting the higher ground of the
existing burial ground above.
Walls are good habitat for lower plants (mosses, liverworts and lichens) and ferns, which take
advantage of the shaded, damp substrate with few competitors. The ferns black spleenwort,
maidenhair spleenwort and common polypody were recorded here with leprose and crustose
lichens, and frequent mosses. There is also ivy clambering over the surface. On the low wall
bordering the path additional species such as navelwort (also known as wall pennywort) were
recorded.
ASSESSMENT
These man‐made features within the Cemetery provide additional habitats of conservation value
within the site. The vegetation on the walls is sparse but supports species groups such as lichens that
may not occur elsewhere in the Cemetery. The vegetation is unlikely to damage the wall or provide
difficulties for the visiting public. However, the vegetation along the path is somewhat invasive and
is in danger of obscuring the path completely; it certainly provides a less grippy substrate in the wet.
No rare species were recorded here and it would be safe to remove some of this vegetation.

3.6

Assessment of potential to support faunal species

3.6.1 Invertebrates
The grassland and hedgerow habitat are highly likely to be visited by insects from a number of
different groups. Butterflies and bees are the most obvious groups for which conservation
management often takes place in community areas but conservation management can also benefit a
host of other species such as grasshoppers, moths, beetles, spiders and flies which in turn attract
insect‐eating birds and mammals (insectivores). Insects require vegetation, nectar producing flowers
or other invertebrates on which to feed and sites in which to breed, shelter and hibernate. With
sympathetic management the Cemetery could become host to numerous species.
Managing a site for butterflies is perhaps the first step in encouraging greater invertebrate diversity.
Management that suits butterflies will also benefit a host of other insects. Few butterflies were
noted during this survey due to the timing of the survey in October. However, the foodplant of the
caterpillars of several common butterfly species (Asher at al., 2001) that favour churchyards, rough
grassland and hedges were noted in the Cemetery including cuckooflower (the foodplant of 13orange
tip Anthocharis cardamines and green‐veined white Pieris napi); cock’s‐foot (large skipper Ochlodes
venata, wall Lasiommata megera, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus, speckled wood Pararge aegeria);
common bird’s‐foot‐trefoil (common blue Polyommatus icarus); holly and ivy (holly blue Celastrina
argeolus); Yorkshire fog (small skipper Thymelicus silvestris, wall); common nettle (red admiral
Vanessa atalanta, small tortoiseshell Aglais urticae, peacock Inachis io, comma Polygonia c‐album);
and bent and fescue grasses (wall, gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, meadow brown Maniola jurtina).

13

Nomenclature for butterflies follows Asher et al. (2001).
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The adult butterflies and many day‐flying moths feed on nectar producing flowers such as betony,
black knapweed, clovers, bramble, blackthorn and ivy. Bees also feed on nectar and pollen.

3.6.2 Amphibians and reptiles
Reptile species favour habitat mosaics that include areas of rough grassland with a build‐up of a
dense litter layer (thatch), or unmanaged tall, rough margins along hedges. Slow worm Anguis
fragilis is the most commonly encountered species within grassland and churchyards. Grass snake
Natrix natrix is unlikely to occur here as it mostly found close to water with good breeding
populations of its amphibian prey. Adder Vipera berus occurs in a variety of habitats including the
rough grassland of roadside verges; however, there are no records local to the Cemetery.
The grassland on this site is possibly too frequently managed to support reptiles, lacking the thatch
that accumulates from cessation of management. However, slow worm and common lizard Zootoca
vivipara may use the hedgebanks. Both species have been noted in the hedgebanks nearby this site
(personal observation)
Amphibians will not breed on the site as there are no water bodies; however, the hedges may
provide hibernacula for amphibian species as there are several garden ponds located nearby for
example at ‘Davidscott’ opposite. Toads Bufo bufo, common frogs Rana temporaria and newts
(either palmate newt Lissotriton helveticus or smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris) are all known in the
area. Some of the graves may also provide shelter and/or hibernacula for amphibians where they
have stone memorial caps with gaps underneath.

3.6.3

Mammals

BATS
The Cemetery does not include any buildings, trees, caves etc. that could support bats (unless there
are hidden crevices in the densely foliated yew trees). However, there are buildings with roof spaces
in the village and possibly also suitable trees with roost sites. So, whilst the Cemetery is most
unlikely to support bat roosts the hedgerows may be used for navigation from roost to foraging
sites. Bats are insectivores and forage in sites where insects are abundant, such as over water, over
cattle grazed fields (due to the dung fauna) and over hedgerows and grasslands. All of these features
are present within Brentor parish.
For example, two common bat species pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and brown long‐eared bat
Plecotus auritus have both been recorded in the same 1‐km square as the Cemetery site and may
use the hedgerows on this site. Insect prey for bat species is more likely to be associated with the
hedgerow habitat, although some foraging may also occur over the grassland habitat.
OTTER
There is no potential for otter Lutra lutra: the Cemetery is not adjacent to a river, nor does it lie
between two rivers that may potentially support otters and thus act as a corridor between the two.
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DORMOUSE
There are known records for the hazel dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius further north in Lydford
and to the east in Horndon, probably associated with the woodland habitat there. Although dormice
are closely associated with semi‐natural ancient woodland they also use species‐rich hedges if the
physical structure and species composition is adequate. Most hedges supporting dormice are linked
to nearby semi‐natural ancient woodlands and provide a range of food plants such as hazel,
bramble, honeysuckle (for the flowers) and blackthorn; honeysuckle bark is also used for nest
construction. Recent research and surveys are showing that dormouse is a more tolerant and
widespread species than previously thought and some sites found for it in recent years have been
surprising. It is therefore, always worth bearing in mind even when less than optimum habitat is
present. The hedges bordering the Cemetery are moderately species‐rich hedges with flowering and
fruiting woody species in them (Hedges A and C), and are linked to further stretches of hedgerow.
The hedges are considered to offer low potential to support Dormouse and the high level of
management may exclude them by poor availability of flowers, fruits and nuts for foraging.
BADGER
The hedgerows were searched for signs of badgers Meles meles. No setts were found, and no tracks
entering the site were found that could result from badgers regularly foraging within the site. There
were possibly animal tracks through Hedge C but these are probably from foxes Vulpes vulpes,
rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus or even domestic cats.
HEDGEHOG
It is possible that the site is visited by Hedgehogs Erinaceus europaeus, which are a priority species
of the UK BAP, and therefore merit conservation efforts within any site. Hedgehogs are threatened
by habitat loss and require woodland edge, scrub, hedgerows or tall grass near to foraging areas of
pasture.

3.6.4 Birds
The hedgerow habitat is of value for common species of nesting bird; these areas are likely to be
used for shelter and foraging. It is therefore important that these hedges are not disturbed during
the nesting season 01 March to 31 July. The value of hedgerow habitat for birds is increased if the
hedges are managed to provide a constant source of food, including plants (berries, nuts, seeds) and
insects (winged insects, caterpillars and other larvae).
The yew trees provide very good habitat for birds. During this survey they were in fruit with
abundant yew berries and being fed on by blackbirds Turdus merula. Their dense structure will also
be useful for nesting and shelter.
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4. SITE EVALUATION
Brentor Parish Cemetery supports neutral grassland (unimproved and semi‐improved); hedgerows;
graves and gravestones; a boundary bank with grassland and scrub; paths; and walls. A total of 84
native plant species, including higher and lower plants but excluding lichen, algae and fungi, were
noted during the 2.5‐hour survey. The species list should be considered fairly comprehensive but not
exhaustive.
The grassland varies in quality across the site with a small area of neutral grassland that meets the
criteria for UK BAP habitat Lowland Meadow around the existing burial area and semi‐improved
grassland below this, which is greatly impoverished towards the foot of the site. Ruderal weeds have
heavily colonized the lower ground. The grassland supports frequent meadow wildflowers and a
suite of grasses that could support breeding populations of several common butterfly species and
also benefit numerous other invertebrate species. The grassland habitat should be managed with a
view to enhancing this habitat for wildlife within the confines of providing a usable and readily
visitable cemetery that meets the needs of the family/friends of the deceased interred there.
The hedgerow habitat is of conservation value, although the three hedges on the site vary in quality.
Hedges are also a Priority Habitat of the UK BAP and are included on the Devon LBAP. Hedges A and
C can be considered species‐rich, whilst Hedge B is poor and in decline. Hedges A and C also meet
the criteria for ‘important’ hedges under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. Hedges provide shelter
and foraging habitat for many faunal species such as birds, bats, invertebrates, small mammals and
amphibians. Hedgerow habitat has declined drastically nationally since 1945 but Devon has retained
many species‐rich hedges, supporting around 20% of the national resource. The hedges on this site
are therefore important on a national and local scale. The hedgerow habitat should be managed to
maintain and enhance (Hedges A and C) the habitat, whilst Hedge B should be restored.
The yew trees in Hedge A, if they are var. ‘Fastigiata’, may have reached their maximum height and
width. Any management of these trees, such as trimming, should promote the production of berries
for birds and small mammals.
The boundary bank apparent below the entrance path supports moderately species‐rich grassland
plus scrub at its southern end. The scrub should be prevented from spreading but is a valuable
habitat for butterflies and birds. Management of the bank is recommended.
The graves and gravestones provide additional habitat that is favoured by lower plants, particularly
lichens. The walls provide habitat for ferns and lower plants, including lichens and mosses. These
habitats should be maintained and protected from detrimental activity.
The path supports common species and is becoming obscured by vegetation. The paths should be
managed for people, i.e. access, rather than for plants. They require some management to restore
their surfaces.
There is no evidence to suggest that any rare, legally protected or UK BAP Priority Species inhabit
this site. The greatest potential for any legally protected species to inhabit this site would be
dormouse in the hedges, although there is only low potential. Bats are likely to use the site for
navigation and foraging. It is thought unlikely that protected species of reptile, badgers, otters or
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barn owls inhabit this site, although slow worm, common lizard and amphibian species may use the
hedgerow habitat for shelter and their use of the less managed areas of grassland and the graves
should not be ruled out. Management to enhance the potential for these species is recommended.
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FOR

PROTECTION,

ENHANCEMENT

AND

RESTORATION OF THE SITE

5.1 Existing burial ground
5.1.1 Grassland and grass‐topped earth graves
This area already supports moderately species‐rich grassland which is of benefit to wildlife and
aesthetically pleasing to the public. The aim here should be to manage the grassland surrounding the
graves and also on the tops of the earth graves by a cutting regime to benefit wildflowers and
insects, whilst giving the area a managed rather than neglected look. The Parish Council obviously
will want these graves to look managed for wildlife rather than neglected. There are several options
for how to achieve this (see point H below), which will need to be discussed by the council and
agreed upon. It may take trial and error to determine the best way forward. The following points are
recommended for inclusion in the management of the grassland in the existing burial ground.
A. Avoid cutting during spring and early summer to allow wildflowers that are beneficial to
wildlife and attractive to visitors to flower.
B. First cut (entire area including grave tops) from mid‐June onwards, with a minimum cut
sward height of 5cm to avoid creating bare areas for invasion by weeds. If possible, do not
cut all of the area at the same time (varying the cutting height and frequency will create a
varied structure which benefits/protects invertebrates).
a. Cut half of the area (e.g. the older graves south of the path) in June.
b. Cut the remaining half of the area (e.g. the newer graves north of the path) in
July/August.
c. In year 2 swap which half is to be cut first and alternate annually thereafter.
d. Ensure than each half is cut late, August/September, 1 year in 5.
C. Second cut in September/October – cut both halves.
D. Leave a strip of uncut vegetation along one of the hedgerows (A or C) each year for
overwintering insects, leaving a different side uncut each year.
E. Remove all cuttings from the grassland, raking them off manually if the mowing machine
does not collect cuttings. (Leaving cuttings on the grassland will enrich the soil and
encourage coarse grass species.)
F. Either transport cuttings off the site, preferably to a community compost heap or to the
council recycling depot or pile up some of the cuttings in a corner to provide habitat for
insects and possibly even hedgehogs and slow worms.
G. Remove any injurious weeds (if becoming abundant or problematic, e.g. ragwort, broad‐
leaved dock) by hand pulling, not herbicide spraying.
H. To provide a ‘cared for’ appearance there are several options:
a. (Recommended) Where there is a large area of grassland graves, mow narrow paths
between them. If you consider the burial area a chequerboard or lattice – you could
cut horizontal paths one year and vertical paths the next. Using this method, access
to each grave is always possible along either a vertical or horizontal path. OR
b. Hand cut just the tops of the graves, perhaps alternating these over time. OR
c. Cut around the headstones only so that the inscriptions are legible. OR
d. Use a combination of the above.
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5.1.2 Surfaced graves and gravestones
The walled and top‐dressed graves support a mixture of mosses and drought tolerant creeping
plants. The upright headstones, particularly of the older graves, support lichens and mosses. The aim
should be to conserve these habitats whilst still giving the Cemetery a managed and well cared for
appearance.
A. Stone/glass top‐dressed graves with low enclosing walls.
a. Remove undesirable species through manual weeding, especially the cotoneaster
shrub noted. The colonisation of top‐dressed graves by grassland may be
inappropriate due to the difficulty in mowing the graves, so remove grasses and
associated grassland vegetation.
b. Leave mosses, lichens, low‐growing creeping plants such as stonecrop to freely
colonize the graves.
B. Lichens, mosses and wall plants should not be removed from headstones, walled graves or
boundary walls.
C. To provide a ‘cared for’ appearance, as with the earth graves, mow narrow paths between
them. If you consider the burial area a chequerboard or lattice – you could cut horizontal
paths one year and vertical paths the next.

5.1.3 Paths
The vegetation along the path is very dense in some places obscuring the surface. This does look
unkempt in such a small space and may have a health and safety risk due to mats of moss and other
vegetation. The aim should be to control the vegetation.
A. Clear the vegetation from the central strip of the entrance path and the path that runs from
it through the existing burial area.
B. Keep the margins of this path cut short.

5.1.4 Entrance gateway and walls
The entrance gateway has a small section of wall either side. This wall continues through the
gateway and forms a low wall bordering the path and supporting the higher ground of the existing
burial ground. The aim should be to retain the fern, moss and lichen species that have colonised the
walls.
A. Leave mosses, lichens, and low‐growing herbs to freely colonize the walls.
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Unused burial ground

5.2.1 Grassland
This area supports semi‐improved grassland of quite low species diversity with large areas of rank
grassland invaded by bracken and ruderal weeds. The aim here should be to create/restore species‐
rich grassland to benefit wildflowers and insects by introducing wildflower seed or plug plants.
A. In Year 1 aim to severely reduce/eradicate the cover of bracken, nettles and broad‐leaved
docks and reduce the vigour of the hogweed.
a. EITHER by repeated cutting to weaken these species;
b. OR by physical removal (digging out, bearing in mind that nettle is clonal and
spreads vegetatively);
c. OR by weed‐wiping carried out by a qualified operative using a selective herbicide,
followed by repeated cutting between April and October.
B. In Year 2 cut entire area and introduce wildflowers.
a. First cut very short and
i. EITHER rake vegetation to create sites for germination then strew with
green hay cut (freshly cut vegetation) from the existing burial area above or
from a more botanically rich meadow nearby;
ii. OR lightly rotovate sward and broadcast 14British native origin wildflower
seed purchased from a reputable supplier (e.g. Emorsgate Seeds,
http://wildseed.co.uk; see Table 1 overleaf);
iii. OR plant British native origin wildflower plugs at a density of c. 5 plants per
m2. These may need additional tending such as watering until established.
b. Second cut in September/October.
C. In Year 3 cut this area regularly between April and October to prevent vigorous grasses from
smothering newly germinated/planted wildflower plants.
15
D. In Year 4 start the same management regime as for the existing burial ground.

5.2.2 Boundary bank at top
The grassland along the boundary bank bordering the unused burial site (below the path) is quite
species rich and the southern end supports a small area of valuable scrub. The aim here should be to
manage this area so that it looks neat and ‘cared for’ without losing the floristic and wildlife value.
A. Cut a strip of vegetation bordering the path regularly to provide a clear access and ‘cared
for’ appearance.
B. Manage the grassland on the top of the bank and the slope at the same time as the
grassland in the burial area above.

14

This mix should include only native British seed suitable for the conditions on the site, and if available should
be of local provenance. Further advice on sourcing and designing such a wildflower mix is available on request.
15

This method of grassland restoration/enhancement is slow and does not always succeed. A more certain but
more dramatic way of creating a wildflower rich sward is to completely remove all vegetation with the use of
herbicide and hay strew or sow a wildflower and grasses seed mix onto bare ground.
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C. Control the bramble at the southern end. Do not aim to eradicate it as it is useful habitat for
butterflies, bees and small mammals, but keep it confined to a limited area of the bank
bordering the hedge. Reduce height and width by cutting as required.

Table 1: Wildflower species suitable for inclusion in a sown seed mix or as plugs to
restore/enhance grassland for biodiversity.
Latin name
Achillea millefolium
Stachys officinalis
Centaurea nigra
Euphrasia officinalis
Galium verum
Leucanthemum vulgare
Lotus corniculatus

Common name
Latin name
Common name
Yarrow
Prunella vulgaris
Selfheal
Betony
Ranunculus acris
Meadow Buttercup
Common Knapweed
Ranunculus bulbosus
Bulbous Buttercup
Eyebright
Rhinanthus minor
Yellow Rattle
Lady's Bedstraw
Common Sorrel
†Rumex acetosa
Oxeye Daisy
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Bird’s‐foot Trefoil
Succisa pratensis
Devil's‐bit Scabious
Trifolium pratense
Red Clover
Ribwort Plantain
†Plantago lanceolata
Primula veris
Cowslip
Vicia cracca
Tufted Vetch
†These species are already present in abundance but are often included in pre‐mixed native seed mixes.

5.3

Hedgerows

5.3.1 Hedges A and C
The existing hedges, Hedges A and C, are currently managed by annual trimming. It appears that
these hedges are currently flail‐cut, which is a rather destructive method of cutting but
commonplace for hedges along roads. It would benefit wildlife if, for both hedges, instead of
trimming the whole hedge every year, part of the hedge was allowed to flower and fruit freely each
year. Most trees and shrubs only produce flowers, fruits and nuts on twigs that are at least a year
old (i.e. the previous years shoots and older). This can be achieved by trimming the sides in alternate
years, or trimming the top one year, and the sides the following year. If the road‐sides of the hedges
are cut every year for road safety (i.e. out of the Parish Council’s control) then negotiate leaving the
tops uncut during the road‐safety cutting. The aim of management is to provide a thick, dense hedge
with constant food source for wildlife through sympathetic cutting regimes. All trimming should
preferably take place in the winter months (January/February) to avoid disturbing wildlife using the
hedges, but must definitely avoid the bird nesting season ( 01 March–31 August). Please refer to the
Devon County Council Guidelines for good hedge trimming (Available as a free download at:
http://www.devon.gov.uk/06hedgetrimmingguide‐4.pdf) and consider adopting the following
practice.
A. Hedge A borders the road and the road side of the hedge may have to be trimmed annually
for road traffic visibility.
a. Trim the top and the Cemetery side of the Hedge A on alternate years so that one
surface of the hedge (top or side) is allowed to produce flowers, berries and nuts.
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b. When trimming aim for slightly inwardly sloping sides (a topped ‘A’) so that the
hedge is wider at the bottom than the top: this will introduce more light to the field
layer plants at the base (see diagram below).
c. As recommended in 5.3.1 leave a strip of uncut vegetation at the foot of this hedge
on alternate years.
d. If gaps develop have those areas professionally layed.
e. If any trimming of the yew trees is to take place. Trim lightly only to retain shape and
size but do not trim every year so that they can produce berries in some years.
B. Hedge C borders a private driveway and may currently be trimmed annually for visibility or
aesthetics.
a. If agreeable to the householder, trim the top one year and the sides the following
year, alternating each year so that one surface of the hedge (top or side) is allowed
to produce flowers, berries and nuts. If this is not agreeable to the householder, trim
the top and the Cemetery side of the hedge on alternate years.
b. When trimming aim for slightly inwardly sloping sides so that the hedge is wider at
the bottom than the top: this will introduce more light to the field layer plants at the
base.
c. As recommended in 5.3.1 leave a strip of uncut vegetation at the foot of this hedge
on alternate years.
d. If gaps develop have those areas professionally layed.

The shape to aim for when trimming
hedges (cross‐section view)

5.3.2 Hedge B
Hedge B is currently poorly managed, with large gaps and is poor wildlife habitat with low aesthetic
appeal. The aim should be to restore this hedge to a thick, dense hedge of native trees and shrubs,
and to expose the view from the Cemetery to the village and moorland beyond. This will require
some drastic management and additional planting.
A. Advice should be sought from, and the work carried out by, a qualified professional (tree
surgeon, arborist or trained hedge layer).
B. The beech trees are thought to be too large to be successfully 16layed, so they should be
17
coppiced. Coppice all trees in the hedge during the winter months.
C. Plant up gaps in this coppiced hedge with a variety of British native origin trees and shrubs
(see Table 2).
D. Rapid establishment of a hedgerow flora can also be achieved by sowing a hedgerow
wildflower mixture on the northern development site side of the hedge: so, consider sowing
the bare ground along the new hedgeline on the Cemetery side with a British native origin
16

Hedge laying: cutting stems half way through and then interweaving them horizontally along the hedgeline.

17

Coppicing: cutting stems to ground level so that they reshoot with multiple shoots.
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wildflower seed mix suitable for hedges (e.g. Emorsgate Seeds, http://wildseed.co.uk; see
Table 3). Alternatively allow this area to colonize naturally, which should occur fairly rapidly
once the beech has been coppiced and more light introduced.
E. Manage this hedge in subsequent years, trimming the hedge to produce a dense, thick
hedge. Once well‐established the top and sides can be trimmed on alternate years as for
Hedges A and C.
F. Leave a margin of hedgerow vegetation uncut along this hedge to provide dense, tussocky
grassland vegetation for wildlife. This hedge is furthest from the burial areas.

Table 2: Woody species suitable for inclusion in a new hedgerow planting.
Latin name
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Fraxinus excelsior
Ilex aquifolium
Prunus spinosa
Quercus robur
Rosa canina agg.
Salix caprea
Sorbus aucuparia
Viburnum opulus

Common name
Hazel
Hawthorn
Ash
Holly
Blackthorn
Pedunculate Oak
Dog‐rose
Goat Willow
Rowan
Guelder‐rose

Table 3: Wildflower and grass species suitable for inclusion in a new hedgerow planting.
Latin name
Achillea millefolium
Agrimonia eupatoria
Alliaria petiolata
Centaurea nigra
†Galium album
Geum urbanum
Leucanthemum vulgare

Common name
Yarrow
Agrimony
Garlic Mustard
Common Knapweed
Hedge Bedstraw
Wood Avens
Oxeye Daisy

Plantago lanceolata

Ribwort Plantain

Primula veris

Cowslip

Prunella vulgaris

Selfheal

Silene dioica

Red Campion

Silene vulgaris

Bladder Campion

Torilis japonica

Upright Hedge‐parsley

Vicia cracca

Tufted Vetch

Latin name
Agrostis capillaris
Alopecurus pratensis
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Brachypodium sylvaticum
Cynosurus cristatus
Festuca rubra

Common name
Common Bent
Meadow Foxtail
Sweet Vernal‐grass
False Brome
Crested Dog’s‐tail
Red‐fescue
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Appendix 1: Map of the Brentor Parish Cemetery site showing habitats and
features of interest.
Hedge A
(Not to scale)

Existing burial ground:
newer graves

Unused burial ground

Grazed field

Entrance

Hedge B
Existing burial ground: older graves

Private driveway

Hedge C
Key:
Unimproved grassland
Semi‐improved grassland
Tall ruderal/poor grassland
Hedgerow habitat
Path
Wall
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Boundary
Bank

Line of former boundary?

Appendix 2: Botanical species lists for habitats encountered on the site.
Grassland habitat and graves
18

Latin name

English name

Achillea millefolium
Agrostis capillaris
Alopecurus pratensis
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Arrhenatherum elatius
Campylopus sp.
Cardamine pratensis
Centaurea nigra
Cerastium fontanum
Crepis capillaris
Cynosurus cristatus
Dactylis glomerata
Dryopteris filix‐mas.
Epilobium sp.
Festuca rubra agg.
Fragaria vesca
Galium album
Geranium robertianum
Glechoma hederacea
Heracleum sphondylium
Holcus lanatus
Leontodon hispidus
Leucanthemum vulgare
Lolium perenne
Lotus corniculatus
Luzula campestris
Pilosella officinalis
Plantago lanceolata
Poa trivialis
Potentilla sterilis
Prunella vulgaris
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Pteridium aquilinum
Ranunculus repens
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus
Rumex acetosa
Rumex obtusifolius
Senecio jacobaea
Sagina procumbens
Sedum (acre)
Stachys officinalis
Stellaria media
Taraxacum aggregate
Trifolium pratense
Trifolium repens
Urtica dioica
Veronica chamaedrys
Veronica serpyllifolia

Yarrow
Common Bent
Meadow Foxtail
Sweet Vernal‐grass
False Oat‐grass
Swan‐neck Moss
Cuckoo‐flower
Black Knapweed
Common Mouse‐ear
Smooth Hawk’s‐beard
Crested Dog's‐tail
Cock's‐foot
Male Fern
Willowherb
Red Fescue
Wild Strawberry
Hedge Bedstraw
Herb Robert
Ground‐ivy
Hogweed
Yorkshire‐fog
Rough Hawkbit
Oxeye
Perennial Rye‐grass
Common Bird’s‐foot‐trefoil
Field Woodrush
Mouse‐ear Hawkweed
Ribwort Plantain
Rough Meadow‐grass
Barren Strawberry
Selfheal
Neat Feather‐moss
Bracken
Creeping Buttercup
Bramble
Springy Turf‐moss
Big Shaggy‐Moss
Common Sorrel
Broad‐leaved Dock
Common Ragwort
Procumbent Pearlwort
(Biting) Stonecrop
Betony
Common Chickweed
Common Dandelion
Red Clover
White Clover
Common Nettle
Germander Speedwell
Thyme Speedwell
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DAFOR scale of frequency: D Dominant
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Hedgerow and wall habitat:
†Field layer plants from both sides (road / field) of hedges included for Hedges A and B.
Latin name
Acer pseudoplatanus
Betula pubescens
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Fagus sylvatica
Fraxinus excelsior
Ilex aquifolium
Ligustrum sp.
Prunus spinosa
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Sorbus aucuparia
Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’
Ulex europaeus
†Achillea millefolium
Asplenium adiantum‐nigrum
Asplenium trichomanes
Athyrium filix‐femina
Atrichum undulatum
Crataegus monogyna (Juv)
Dactylis glomerata
Digitalis purpurea
Dryopteris dilatata
Dryopteris filix‐mas
Festuca rubra
Fragaria vesca
Galium album
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum
Glechoma hederacea
Hedera helix
Holcus lanatus
Hyacinthoides non‐scripta
Kindbergia praelongum
Lonicera periclymenum
Mercurialis perennis
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Polypodium vulgare.
Polytrichastrum formosum
Potentilla sterilis
Primula vulgaris
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Pteridium aquilinum
Ranunculus repens
Silene dioica
Stellaria holostea
Taraxacum officinalis
Umbilicus rupestris
Urtica dioica
Valeriana officinalis
Veronica chamaedrys
Viola riviniana

English name
Sycamore
Silver birch
Hazel
Hawthorn
Beech
Ash
Holly
Privet
Blackthorn
Bramble
Rowan
Irish Yew
Gorse
Yarrow
Black Spleenwort
Maidenhair Spleenwort
Lady Fern
Common Smoothcap
Hawthorn seedling
Cock's‐foot
Foxglove
Broad Buckler‐fern
Male‐fern
Red Fescue
Wild Strawberry
Hedge‐bedstraw
Herb‐Robert
Wood Avens
Ground‐ivy
Ivy
Yorkshire Fog
Bluebell
Common Feather‐moss
Honeysuckle
Dog’s Mercury
Hart’s‐tongue
Common Polypody
Bank Haircap
Barren Strawberry
Primrose
Neat feather‐moss
Bracken
Creeping Buttercup
Red Campion
Greater Stitchwort
Dandelion
Navelwort
Common Nettle
Common Valerian
Germander Speedwell
Common Dog‐violet
Acrocarpous moss

‐ 30 ‐

Hedge A
O

Hedge B

Hedge C
O

Wall

F
F‐LA
F

A
O
D

O
O
F

O

F

LF

O
O
O
O
F
R

LA
R

F

O
O
O

F
F
R

O
O
F
O
F
O
A

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
R
O
O

F
F

O
F

F
O

F
O
F
F

F

F
O
F
O
O

O

O
LF
O
LF

O
O

O
R
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

LF
O
F
O
O
O

F

LA

Combined botanical species list for site
This list should be considered a ‘working document’. The mid‐October survey presented here is not
exhaustive, limited as it is by season, time and knowledge on specialist groups (e.g. lichens, less
common moss species, fungi and algae). Add to this list as new species are noted.
Latin name
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

†Achillea millefolium
Acer pseudoplatanus
Achillea millefolium
Agrostis capillaris
Alopecurus pratensis
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Arrhenatherum elatius
Asplenium adiantum‐nigrum
Asplenium trichomanes
Athyrium filix‐femina
Atrichum undulatum
Betula pubescens
Campylopus sp.
Cardamine pratensis
Centaurea nigra
Cerastium fontanum
Corylus avellana
Crataegus monogyna
Crepis capillaris
Cynosurus cristatus
Dactylis glomerata
Digitalis purpurea
Dryopteris dilatata
Dryopteris filix‐mas
Epilobium sp.
Fagus sylvatica
Festuca rubra
Fragaria vesca
Fraxinus excelsior
Galium album
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum
Glechoma hederacea
Hedera helix
Heracleum sphondylium
Holcus lanatus
Hyacinthoides non‐scripta
Ilex aquifolium
Kindbergia praelongum
Leontodon hispidus
Leucanthemum vulgare
Ligustrum sp.
Lolium perenne
Lonicera periclymenum
Lotus corniculatus
Luzula campestris
Mercurialis perennis

English name
Acrocarpous moss
Yarrow
Sycamore
Yarrow
Common Bent
Meadow Foxtail
Sweet Vernal‐grass
False Oat‐grass
Black Spleenwort
Maidenhair Spleenwort
Lady Fern
Common Smoothcap
Silver birch
Swan‐neck Moss
Cuckoo‐flower
Black Knapweed
Common Mouse‐ear
Hazel
Hawthorn
Smooth Hawk’s‐beard
Crested Dog's‐tail
Cock's‐foot
Foxglove
Broad Buckler‐fern
Male‐fern
Willowherb
Beech
Red Fescue
Wild Strawberry
Ash
Hedge Bedstraw
Herb Robert
Wood Avens
Ground‐ivy
Ivy
Hogweed
Yorkshire‐fog
Bluebell
Holly
Common Feather‐moss
Rough Hawkbit
Oxeye
Privet
Perennial Rye‐grass
Honeysuckle
Common Bird’s‐foot‐trefoil
Field Woodrush
Dog’s Mercury
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49
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52
53
54
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83
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90
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95
96
97
98
98
99
100

Phyllitis scolopendrium
Pilosella officinalis
Poa trivialis
Plantago lanceolata
Polypodium vulgare.
Polytrichastrum formosum
Potentilla sterilis
Primula vulgaris
Prunella vulgaris
Prunus spinosa
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Pteridium aquilinum
Ranunculus repens
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Rumex acetosa
Rumex obtusifolius
Sagina procumbens
Sedum (acre)
Senecio jacobaea
Silene dioica
Sorbus aucuparia
Stachys officinalis
Stellaria holostea
Stellaria media
Taraxacum officinalis
Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’
Trifolium pratense
Trifolium repens
Ulex europaeus
Umbilicus rupestris
Urtica dioica
Valeriana officinalis
Veronica chamaedrys
Veronica serpyllifolia
Viola riviniana
Cotoneaster sp.

Hart’s‐tongue
Mouse‐ear Hawkweed
Rough Meadow‐grass
Ribwort Plantain
Common Polypody
Bank Haircap
Barren Strawberry
Primrose
Selfheal
Blackthorn
Neat feather‐moss
Bracken
Creeping Buttercup
Springy Turf‐moss
Big Shaggy‐moss
Bramble
Common Sorrel
Broad‐leaved Dock
Procumbent Pearlwort
(Biting) Stonecrop
Common Ragwort
Red Campion
Rowan
Betony
Greater Stitchwort
Common Chickweed
Dandelion
Irish Yew
Red Clover
White Clover
Gorse
Navelwort
Common Nettle
Common Valerian
Germander Speedwell
Thyme Speedwell
Common Dog‐violet
Cotoneaster
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Non‐native invasive shrub

Appendix 3: Figures 1–11, images of Brentor Parish Cemetery.
Figure 1: Neutral grassland in the existing burial ground, from top and from entrance.

Figure 2: Semi‐improved grassland in unused burial ground showing ruderals in lower section.

Figure 3: Vegetation on and around graves.
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Figure 4: Lichen and moss habitat on gravestones.

Figure 5: Invasive cotoneaster on a grave.
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Figure 6: Hedge A
Top/western end – roadside.

Top/western end – cemetery side.

Bottom/eastern end – roadside.

Bottom/eastern end – cemetery side.

Figure 7: Hedge B
Overgrown beech trees blocking view.

Large gaps in neglected overgrown hedge.
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Figure 8: Hedge C
Lower eastern section

Upper western section

Figure 9: Boundary bank dividing the upper burial ground from the lower unused burial ground.
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Figure 10: Paths – heavily colonised by vegetation.
South–North

Figure 11: Walls– habitat for ferns, mosses and lichens.
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East–West

