
The new 
Brentor 
Village 
website 

 

Why a new site?  

Brentorvillage.org started 

life in 2008 with the 

registration of the domain 

name and the placing of an 

order for site hosting with a 

service provider. Using the 

curiously-named web 

authoring package called 

“Joomla!”, we set up the design and format of the site. Alan Ray-Jones, as our first site manager, spent a great deal 

of time engaging and training a number of contributing editors for the different sections: Parish Council, Village Hall, 

Churches, BCT etc.  The site was launched in April 2009. 

Colin Dawes took over site management in the summer of 2010 and continued to grow the site to its current position 

as an invaluable source of information on the village and its activities.  But the Joomla! system was giving us an 

increasing number of problems, lacking flexibility and imposing odd restrictions on both layout and content of the site 

– and generally giving us too many headaches!  So in recent months we have been looking for an alternative 

approach. 

As a start, a new web hosting account was opened with a different – and cheaper - ISP and a new site built using 

“WordPress” – also “open source” (ie free) but looking more professional and used for small websites the world over.  

Format, ie page layout, is separate from content, ie the information, in WordPress – so having picked a design style, 

we can change this in the future – if we need to – without losing any material content .  There is also a very useful 

search facility so that you can find just what you are looking for. 

Colin has spent many hours copying and checking content from the original to the new site – and adding new 

material along the way.   The site looked impressive and feedback from editors was positive, so the domain name 

was “re-pointed” early December and the new site became live. 

                  John Wheeler 

 

The Brentor Community Trust hope you agree that our new village website provides an even better range of 
information and pages of interest for both local people and visitors to the area. It complements the Brentor 
News, and indeed the Brentor News is available on the site as a PDF, sometimes before the paper is put 
through your letterbox!  The site is funded solely by income from the advertisements for services and 
accommodation, so please advertise! 
 

 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Really up-to date news and information 
 

Most of the pages on the website are only changed and updated occasionally, but the front page displays 
topical information as soon as it is available.  Our new format makes updating very much easier, so I 
welcome new information and articles for the front page. Perhaps you are holding an event at the Village 
Hall or elsewhere in Brentor – I will try to find space to feature it on the front page or in the ‘What’s on’ 
section. Most of the photographs on the new website are mine but I want to change that!  Please send 
your pictures so that I can make the site even more a community effort! 
 

Many local groups and societies have pages on the website and these are edited by the societies 
themselves.  Now that there is a new format these editors will need some extra training and they should 
get in touch with me to arrange a suitable time for a training session – it’s much easier than before! 
 

                                                                                            Colin Dawes, General Editor 



So what’s on the new website? 
 
Home page – topical issues and information 
 

About Brentor – an introduction to the village, its geography, 
history, wildlife and wildlife sightings, and soon a link to the on-
line village archive 
 

Accommodation – Paid advertisements for local holiday lets 
and bed and breakfast accommodation 
 

Activities – The Brentor Show, Brentorians, Garden Club, 
Gliding Club, Unfinished Business Group, WI and ‘Villages in 
Action’ events 

 

Brentor Gallery – Photographs of Brentor and the work of local 
artists 
 

Brentor Scrapbook – Photographs of past events held in Brentor 
 

Community – The Brentor Community Trust, Churches, schools 
and activities for young people 
 

Local Businesses – Paid advertisements for local businesses and 
services  
 

Parish Council – Agendas, Minutes of meetings and information 
about the Parish Cemetery 
 

The Brentor News – The current edition plus others going back to 
2010 
 

Useful links – contacts for health services, bus timetables, refuse collection, local MPs and many others 
 

Village Hall and Playing Field – how to book the hall: forms, hire rates etc - and an up-to-date Events 
Calendar that shows when the hall is available for hire 
 

What’s on – a diary of local events 
 
 
 
 

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text 

box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull 

quote text box.] 

 

All offers of content, comments about the site and ideas for its development should be 
sent to the General Editor, Colin Dawes, at colin.dawes@virgin.net 

 

Please contribute! 
 

Photographs 
As well as providing information for the site you can help us make it even better by contributing your 
photographs of events and our locality.  You can provide single photographs or a ‘gallery’ for inclusion 
under your name in the ‘Brentor Gallery’ page.  We only display close-up recognisable photographs of 
people if we obtain their permission, and no close-up photographs of children are displayed without their 
parent’s consent.  
 

Local walks section 
We hope to add a section describing local walks.  If you have a favourite walk in the Parish or that starts 
in Brentor why not write it up for the website?  A sketch map and a few photographs of the route would 
make it even better! 
 

Youth page 
If you want to tell the village about your activities and events of interest to young people in the village 
why not write something for this page?  You must be under 18 to contribute. 
 

Local recipes 
Do you have a recipe worth sharing? If you do please send it and we will start a recipes page. 

 

Visit the website at www.brentorvillage.org 


