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We are delighted to celebrate this issue of your paper with a reproduction of the very first page of the very first 
edition back in November 1979.  Since that auspicious date the Brentor News has been published every month 
without a break.  Later in the year we shall be including some additional features arising from this anniversary.
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Brentor Garden
Club

Our next meeting:

“The Cider House at Buckland Abbey” 
  -  a talk by Sally Whitfield
Thursday 21st February - 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

As our first speaker of 2013 we are very lucky to have 
Sally Whitfield, Head Gardener at Buckland Abbey 
Garden and Estate.  She will be giving a fascinating 
talk on the Cider House at the Abbey. 

13th century Buckland Abbey was home to the 
Cistercian monks who built the abbey and farmed the 
vast estate until such times as it was taken over by Sir 
Richard Grenville and then Sir Francis Drake.  

The estate is now owned by the National Trust and 
includes many acres of beautiful countryside and 
woodland as well as the famous Abbey Garden, well 
known for its collection of hydrangeas, camellias, 
rhododendrons and azaleas.  In 2011 the National Trust 
purchased the Cider House, which had been turned 
into a private residence in the 1940s, bringing it back 
into the estate once again.  After much hard work the 
beautiful Cider House Gardens are now open to the 
public and include mixed planted borders, roses and a 
large amount of trees and shrubs.

Non Club members very welcome  - £2.00 entrance
Heather Webster 810004

PLYMOUTH GILBERT AND 
SULLIVAN FELLOWSHIP

After last year’s departure from the G&S canon the 
Plymouth Gilbert and Sullivan Fellowship, winners of 
many awards from NODA and the Buxton International 
Gilbert and Sullivan Festival, are again presenting one 
of the so-called “Savoy” operas.

Their major 2013 production will be “The Gondoliers”, 
under the direction of Alan Spencer, with orchestra 
under the musical direction of Jane Warwick.

Peter Clement of Higher Westcott will be playing one 
of the leading roles as the Duke of Plaza-Toro, who “led 
his regiment from behind.” 

The show runs April 9-13 at the Devonport Playhouse, 
Fore Street, Plymouth PL1 4DW, evenings at 7.30pm 
plus a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm.  

Tickets at £14.00 (concessions £12.00 O60 and 
TRAC members on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 
£6.00 U16 on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday matinee) can be obtained from the 
company box office on 01752 249988 or online at www.
plymouthgilbertandsullivan.com.  Discounts on group 
bookings are 50p per ticket on 10 or more, £1.00 per 
ticket on 20 or more.

For further information:  
Pauline Smith - email as above 
01566 775557 or 07977 731378

Tavy Youth Group (8-17yrs)
Our next youth evening coincides with Shrove Tuesday, 
(or near enough!) So come along and have some fun. 
We will have a pancake race in the football barn and 
then there will be the chance to eat too many pancakes, 
sugar, lemon, chocolate fillings! Just bring a little pocket 
money and enjoy! 

Also the usual games and chance to chill out with 
friends. See you there.

Sally and Christopher Pancheri 810285

Tor & Tavy WI 
Tor & Tavy WI started in February 2012 to provide 
an evening WI for the women of Lydford, Brentor 
and Mary Tavy.  We have a diverse programme of 
meetings and events planned for the next year 
which will appeal to our members.  

Tor & Tavy WI meets on the 4th Thursday in the 
month at the Brentor Village Hall at 7.30 p.m., and 
our next meeting will be on the 28th February 
and the speaker will be Sally Wetherbee with a 
demonstration of  ‘Cooking with Cheese’.    

New members made very welcome, call Nicky Deane-
Simmons (President) on 01822 810930 or Trish 
Wall (Secretary) on 01409 221871 for further 
information.

George Sutton, 1924-2013
A resident of Brentor at Moorland View for more 
than thirty years, George died peacefully at 
Venn House Lamerton on 2nd January.  He had 
been a resident at Venn House for the last five 
years and was very happy there.

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician
Commissioning, Servicing, and

Breakdown repair
of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates



Parish Cemetery
I am pleased to say that the Parish Council has 
appointed contractors to carry out maintenance work 
at the cemetery during 2013.  With some funding from 
Dartmoor National Park, West Devon Borough Council 
and Devon County Council an ecological appraisal 
of the cemetery has been undertaken and appropriate 
maintenance schedules drawn up.  The appraisal report 
is available on the village web site.  The aim is to 
promote the wildlife benefits of the cemetery whilst 
ensuring good access throughout.
 

An early task will be to work on the beech hedge on the 
boundary of the cemetery closest to the village centre.  
This has not been managed for some years, resulting 
in a poor, overgrown hedge with numerous gaps.  The 
trees in the hedge will be coppiced and native species 
shrubs planted in the gaps.  It is considered that the new 
hedge will be ready for laying in about 6 years time.

Tim Beavon - 810564
Chair, Brentor Parish Council

Brentor Village Hall and Playing Field 
Committee needs a new Secretary!
Brentor’s Village Hall and Playing Field Committee is 
a Registered Charity which runs our village hall and 
playing field.  It meets about eight times a year and its 
purpose is to maintain these facilities, manage them, 
and of course to raise money to pay for their upkeep.

Our current Secretary's family commitments are making 
it impossible for her to find time to carry on in this role, 
so we are looking for a new Secretary. Do you think 
you could find time to help us? You would need to be 
able to take notes at meetings, word process them and 
e-mail them to our members.  As a Registered Charity 
we have to keep records of our activities, so there is an 
element of record-keeping to the post. It would also be 
very helpful if you could find time to take part in the 
other activities and fundraising of the Committee, but 
this is not essential!

The Village Hall and Playing Field are important to 
Brentor, so we hope that someone will be able to help. 
It's a great way to meet people in the village and really 
contribute to village life.

If you think that you might be able to help, please 
contact the Chair of the Committee, Colin Dawes, on 
811079.

LAMERTON
POINT-TO-POINT STEEPLECHASE

SUNDAY 24th MARCH
KILWORTHY, NR TAVISTOCK

FIRST RACE 1  PM 
Bar ~ Bookmakers ~ Refreshments

Car and driver  £10 - Other passengers + £5

Services - February
 All services are in Christ Church
 

Sun 3rd 9.45am Family Service, followed by 
  tea/coffee & cake

Sun 17th 9.45am Holy Communion

Lent course starts Tuesday Feb 19th. A 5 week course 
every Tuesday in the parish centre 7pm tea/coffee for 7.30-
9pm. 

The theme of this year's Lent course is "What on earth are 
we doing here? Being a church member  today" 
- 5 weeks of renewal in faith and discipleship, with guest 
speakers from the wider church community. All church 
members encouraged to attend what promises to be a really 
interesting series of talks. Further details in the parish 
magazine or from churchwardens Kate Kelly 810287 and 
Jackie MacRostie 810683.

Villages in Action: advance notice
On March 20th, Steve Tilston will be performing at 
Brentor Village Hall. Steve was recently named BBC 
Radio 2 Folk Awards Winner 2012 for best original 
song for the title track of his album ‘The Reckoning’.

Steve Tilston writes thoughtful, highly personal 
songs and is one of the finest instrumentalists on the 
folk scene, with a style that echoes the elaborate, 
rhythmic "folk baroque" guitar work of Bert Jansch 
and Davy Graham. A singer songwriter of rare talent. 

Ask anyone on the English folk scene who their 
favourite guitarist, singer, songwriter and entertainer 
is and nine times out of ten his name will crop up.

For more information visit www.stevetilston.com 

The hall will be set out cabaret style: bring your own 
refreshments.  Tickets available from Rick Blower 
810600. Adults £8.50 and children £6.00.
Doors will open from 7.30pm with the performance 
commencing at 8.00pm

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 2nd February 10.30-12.

Come and meet up with friends and neighbours. 

Enjoy  the  freshly  brewed  coffee  and tempting  bacon  rolls. 

Recycle presents, a modern day Bring and Buy! Donate 
your unwanted or strange presents. They may be just 
what someone else wants. - A table will be at the 
coffee morning.

Please support Village Hall fundraising.
                   Sheryl 870554



FINAL COPY DATE - for the March Edition:

Thursday 21st February - to Rick Blower: r.blower@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - All events at the village hall - unless otherwise indicated.
Tuesdays  7.00pm Yoga  Jane Osborne 832897

February
Sat  2rd 10.30pm Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
   " " 8.00pm VIA - "Tommaso Starace Quartet"  Rick Blower 810600
Thu  21st 7.30pm Garden Club - 'Buckland Abbey Cider House'
    - Sally Whitfield Ron Quilter 810538
Thu  28th 7.30pm W.I. "Cooking with Cheese"  - Sally Weatherbee Trish Wall           01409 221871

March
Sat  2rd 10.30pm Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon  18th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Kathy Palfry 611050
Wed 20th 8.00pm VIA - Steve Tilston - Folk Musician Rick Blower 810600

For all hall bookings & enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar, which can be accessed directly at:
www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm 

Please check availability before making a booking request.

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments on the website 
edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team:  Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com
  John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   
Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Do you have a problem getting to medical appointments?
Do you enjoy going on trips?
Do you need help to get around?
  

If you answer yes to any of these questions we can help!
 

Tavistock Area Support Services operates an advice 
service and voluntary car service to help you get to your 
medical appointment(s). The service is supported by a core 
of volunteers who will pick you up from your home, take 
you to your appointment and wait to bring you home. The 
cost is 45p a mile which covers the wear and tear cost of the 
volunteers car. You might be entitled if you are on Income 
support or Pension credits to reclaim the cost of your journey. 
If you require this service we ask that you give Bernice (who 
co-ordinates the service) at least two days, notice.
 

We also run through the year over 48 trips helping get people 
out and about. We visit all areas of Devon & Cornwall, 
whilst making sure to try numerous Sunday & Midweek 
lunches. All our mini buses are wheelchair accessible and 
can carry 15 passengers.
 

If you are in Tavistock and you have difficulty to get around 
or you need to borrow a mobility scooter or wheelchair, 
we do operate a Shopmobility Scheme, allowing you to get 
around the town or go on holiday and still get out and about
 

Phone 01822 617525 - email transport@tasstavistock.org.uk  


