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Brentor Village Show 
Revised recipe for the men’s cake. 

Swiss Roll 
Ingredients; 
2 medium eggs 
65 g caster sugar 
50g self raising flour 
Jam (warmed) 
Caster sugar 
 
Grease and line a Swiss roll tin, approx 30 x 20cm. 
Break eggs into large bowl, add sugar and whisk 
together until mixture is very thick and ropy.  Add 
the sieved flour and using a metal spoon lightly fold 
the flour into the mixture.  Do this thoroughly but 
lightly so that the air is not expelled. 
Spread evenly in the tin, bake 7-10mins at 220c, 
425F or gas mark 7. 
Turn out sponge upside down on to a sheet of 
greaseproof paper dusted with caster sugar.  
Peel off the lining paper and trim the edges of the 
sponge with a sharp knife. 
Spread the warmed jam over the sponge thinly and 
roll up at once. 
When cool, dust with caster sugar, put on plate and 
present at the show.  
 
Brentor Village Show 
The time is getting closer to start thinking seriously 
about what to enter in this year’s show.  Will the 
flowers earmarked survive the wind and rain which 
doubtless will batter them between now and then?  
Will the cabbage white butterflies stay away from 
the brassicas? What about the cake? The men of 
the village will be very relieved to see that the 
committee has taken pity on them, it is no longer 
the Pumpkin Spice Cake requiring a Kugelhopf tin, 
but a basic Swiss roll. However even they are not 
all plain sailing and require a degree of deftness in 
the rolling up process, so good luck! 
The theme for this year is Midsummer madness, 
loosely based around ‘Alice in Wonderland’ which 

forms the basis for the children’s fancy dress 
parade and the adult’s Mad Hats. 
The full schedule and entry forms are 
available to down load off the Brentor Village 
Website and extra entry forms can be found 
at the back of Christchurch or from Peggy 
Biggs at the Old Post Office in the village. 
We would also like to remind all last year’s 
cup winners to return their cups to one of the 
committee by the end of August at the latest.  
Items suitable for the Village Show 
Tombola needed.   
There will be a box outside the village hall 
from the beginning of August for items that 
could go onto our usually very successful 
tombola table at the Village Show. Tins, 
bottles, biscuits, toiletries, etc. all gratefully 
received.  

Judy Baxter, Lisa Churcher,  
Elaine Henbest, Kate Kelly, Sue Stephens. 

 
Steam at the Brentor Show  2010 

 
 
We are hoping to provide an improved service 
for this year’s Show. Engineers in the 
Permanent Way Dept. have been hard at 
work and are hoping to lay two tracks, and the 
staff at the Motive Power Depot are preparing 
a number of locos, perhaps up to 5, for your 
pleasure and delight. Unfortunately we cannot 
arrange for any LSWR or SR steam, but we 
are sure that Station Master Rhodes will 
forgive this omission. The two tracks were in 



action at the Buckland Monachorum June Fair. 
Signed : Footplate Crew & Station Staff.   
Malleson & Malleson 860304 
 
Village Hall event reminders by e-mail 
If your diary tends to be a bit hit and miss why not 
get yourself a free reminder by e-mail?  We send 
out e-mail reminders about many Village Hall 
events about a week before they are held.  You 
may also like to send the messages on to your 
friends to encourage even more people to come 
along.   
Send your e-mail address to 
colin.dawes@virgin.net to be included. 
There is also an events calendar and 
advertisements for events on the diary page of the 
www.brentorvillage.org website as well as here in 
the Brentor News. 
 
 

Country Fayre & Hog Roast 

Saturday 14th August 12.00-17.00 

Mary Tavy Recreation Ground & Coronation Hall 

 To be opened by 

Judi Spiers of Radio Devon! 

 Attractions include:   Pets Corner, Family Dog 
Show, Ferret Racing, Village Stocks, Bouncy 
Castle, Face Painting, Farmers Market, Skittles, 
Sheep Shearing, Chef's Demonstrations, Sugar 
Craft Demonstrations, Flower Show, Vegetable 
Show, Children's Competitions (Fancy Dress, 
Miniature Gardens, Vegetable People, Cup Cake 
competition), Vintage Tractors, Steam Vehicles, 
Hog Roast, Teas, Ices, Hawk display, Martial Arts 
demonstration, historical demonstration, side stalls, 
activities such as Penalty Shoot Out, Golf, Wellie 
Throwing, and Car Boot and much more. 

Entry forms for Flower, Vegetable & Children's 
competitions from The Village Shop, Mary Tavy. 

CREAM TEAS:    1400-1600 

Saturday, 24th July, 
Sunday 1st August, 

Saturday 7th, 21st and 28th August. 

What could be nicer than having a delicious cream 
team overlooking one of the best views in the area 
(or, if wet, inside the Coronation Hall).    

Mary Tavy Victory Memorial Recreation Ground 
Trust 

All profits towards the refurbishment of the Sports 
Changing Rooms and Play Area. 

All enquiries to Melanie Baldry 01822 810288. 

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR 
COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The Summer Term has whizzed by and we 
achieved so much ranging from our 
celebrations for St. George’s Day at the 
beginning of term to finishing with our Open 
Evening at the end of term. 

Our Year 6 children and I joined children from 
three other small schools on a residential 
weekend in Torquay where we had a fantastic 
time with the children trying out activities such 
as archery, abseiling, kayaking and riding 
quad bikes.  

Our topics this term have been enhanced by 
visits to Cotehele House, the Elizabethan 
House and Garden, Plymouth City Museum 
and the Victorian Schoolroom at the 
Merchant’s House and the National Marine 
Aquarium.  

We have also had visitors in to talk to the 
children such as the RNLI, the Lions’ Club 
and a parent who brought in his sea kayak to 
show the younger children.  

We celebrated National Sports Week with 
different activities being held each day. We 
introduced some new skills including 
orienteering and circus skills which proved 
great fun as well as encouraging everyone to 
be active. We also held our Sports Day and 
the weather was very kind to us. It was lovely 
to see so many people come along to support 
the children. Even the toddlers had their own 
race. 

 In June the whole School travelled to Exeter 
Westpoint to take part in the Devon Big Music 
Mix. The Singing and Ukulele Clubs also held 
a very successful concert in Mary Tavy which 
was very well attended. 

We held our Whole School Walk and Picnic 
during our last week of term and despite the 
weather being rather unkind, we all walked to 
the Station House in Brentor where Sue and 
Eric made us extremely welcome for the day. 
Everyone had a brilliant day taking part in a 
variety of activities and we were joined later in 
the afternoon for tea and biscuits by our 
parents. Thank you to Sue and Eric for 
looking after us so well. 

Our PTA and Friends held a very successful 
Summer Fayre  in July and raised just over 
£1200. We would like to thank everyone in 
the community for supporting us. Towards the 
end of term, Year 6 children had a day at 
Trethorne, kindly funded by the PTA and 
Friends who also surprised the children with a 



photograph of their year group and an autograph 
book. We would like to wish these children every 
success at their new schools as they begin the next 
step in their education. 

We would like to thank everyone who has kindly 
donated Tesco vouchers for the School. We have 
been able to order some playground equipment for 
break times as well as musical instruments and 
construction kits. We have decided to bank the 
Sainsbury vouchers and order next year. Thank you 
for donating vouchers to our School. 

On behalf of everybody at the School, I would like 
to thank the whole community for their support of 
the School. I would also like to thank all our 
parents, Governors and staff for their hard work, 
support and commitment to the School. 

Nicky Pratten, Headteacher 

 

Raising Funds For St 
Michael’s Bells  

 
 A Huge Thank You from 
all who love St Michaels 
to Steve Elton who 
pushed the boundaries to 
raise £240 for our bell 
appeal from local 
sponsors who supported 
his 64 mile bicycle ride in 
the 2010 Dartmoor 
Classic Cycle Sportive on 
Sunday, 27 June . 

 

Starting and ending in Kingsteignton, his route took 
him out to Princetown via Bovey Tracey, Manaton, 
Buckland Beacon, Holne & Hexworthy before 
returning via Postbridge, Moretonhampstead and 
the Teign Valley. 
With over 6,000 feet of climbing on the hottest day 
of the year, Steve’s ride took him 7hrs 12 minutes 
to complete. 

 Sheila Downs -Treasurer Brentor PCC 
 

Steve said “It could have been quicker if we had 
not lost time through a puncture and the need to 
attend a lady cyclist overcome by severe 
dehydration and heat exhaustion. Even so, some 
50 riders came in behind me out of a field of around 
950. As one of the oldest at the age of 64, I was 
pleased to finish one of the most challenging cycle 
sportives in the country, and I am extremely grateful 
to everyone who encouraged and supported my 
efforts.” 
 
 
 

Guided Walk & Cream Tea 
Sunday 12th September 2.00pm 
We have secured the services of Simon Dell 
MBE and his fellow Dartmoor Guide John 
Bright to lead two walks. We will start and 
finish at High Down Lydford, both walks will 
be 3 hours duration with one being more 
strenuous than the other. The walks will be 
expertly led with interesting features pointed 
out along the way, including a newly 
discovered stone cross. Not to be missed... 
So join your friends and neighbours for a 
Sunday afternoon walk followed by a cream 
tea in the Brentor Village Hall. All proceeds to 
be split between the Village Hall and the 
Church. 
Tickets are £5 each to include the Guided 
Walk & the Cream Tea, or £2.50 if you only 
join us at 5.30pm in the Village Hall for the 
Cream Tea. 
Tickets are available from Lisa Churcher 
(810473), Helen de Carles (810412) & 
Jeanette Emmett (810222 - for further details) 
 
 

FOR  SALE 
White Bathroom suite 

Steel bath 1700mm ,Wash basin & pedestal 
toilet 

c/w gold taps and h/shower. 
800 x 800mm Shower cubicle (gold) 

Can be seen working  
or pictures can be emailed 

Available from  2nd week of October 
Open to offers 
Contact  Ruth 

Rose Cottage 810172 
Email ruth.hazell@btinternet .com 

 

Parish Council News 
Eight members of the public attended a lively 
Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th 
July. 

1. The Chairman of the Village Hall and 
Playing Field Committee outlined the 
issues concerning the playing field, 
now that no cricket team was using 
the facility. This combined with the 
poor state of the cricket buildings and 
the low insurance payout following the 
theft of the mowing tractor, present 
obvious challenges. The council 
expressed support for current efforts 
to find a new cricket team to use the 
facility. 



2. Other attendees complained that the 
minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting did 
not reflect what was said at that meeting, 
and a further point was raised that the 
Parish Council were being intimidated over 
the issue of affordable housing. The 
Chairman categorically denied the 
allegation.  

3. The council is in receipt of a solicitor’s letter 
on the issue of the Wheelwright’s Stone. 
The matter is therefore sub-judice, although, 
at present, the council does not anticipate 
any legal cost to the taxpayers of Brentor.   

4. Due to the severe debt crisis facing the 
country, West Devon Borough Council is 
anticipating a 30% reduction in their 
government grant. The Parish Council is in 
receipt of a letter from WDBC advising that 
it is looking at withdrawing funding for public 
conveniences. The running and 
maintenance cost of the toilets in the car 
park by the Tor is £2600, a sum which the 
taxpayers of Brentor may be asked to find. 

5. For the same reason, it was disclosed that it 
was highly probable that salting of the road 
through Brentor would not take place next 
winter. Consequently, the Parish Council 
decided to order eight new salting bins, to 
be stationed at locations yet to be decided. 
Amongst other consequences, the non-
salting of the road through Brentor will have 
obvious implications for users of the Beacon 
Bus service, which includes students at 
Tavistock College. 

6. The grant reduction to West Devon Borough 
Council will be finalised by October, and it is 
highly likely that the reduction will impact all 
discretionary spending by the council. 

7. Councillor Friend reported the tree disease 
known as sudden oak death was badly 
affecting larch trees in the region and that 
major felling work was being undertaken. 
Householders with larch trees on their land 
are urged to contact the authorities as soon 
as possible.  

Robin Burdfield  810412   

"Ride and Stride Day" 
11th.September in aid of the Devon Historic 
Churches Trust. Jennifer Venning will be in 
St. Michael's , Brentor for her 
usual  Sponsored Hymn Event, from about 
10-30a.m. until ----??  
Carol and Colin will be dispensing light 
refreshments and a warm welcome to our 
regulars and new visitors coming to have a 
good sing together (including those travelling 
around our local Churches.) Do come and 
sponsor a hymn or be sponsored for 
ascending the Tor! Forms available from 
Jennifer on 810555. Remember half the 
money goes to our nominated Church-- St. 
Michael's. Anyone wishing to participate in the 
Ride and Stride Day in their own way can 
contact Jennifer for details. 
 
 

Liddaton Pond decontaminated! 
 

 
A professional survey in August 2007 
identified the pond at Liddaton Down as a site 
of high conservation value on a national 
scale. Unfortunately it was threatened by 
contamination from rubbish dumped there in 
the past.  
The Brentor Commons Association 
subsequently received a Community 
Research Award from the University of 
Plymouth to restore this valuable habitat. As a 
first step, the Association joined forces with 
Sealand Services Limited on June 10th to 
take advantage of the low water levels and to 
clear the rubbish from the pond.  After several 
hours work a team of four had removed six 
containers full of contaminating rubbish plus 
many larger items.  
Further work will now be carried out to protect 
the pond from further dumping and to restore 
the habitat to a healthy condition. 

Mike Whitfield 810209



 
 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician 
Commissioning, Servicing, and 

Breakdown repair 
of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 
AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Competitive Rates 

Church services  
   
August   
1st.  09.45 am Christchurch Family service 
 6.30 pm St.Michael’s Evensong 
8th 6.30 pm St.Michael’s Evensong 
15th 09.45 am Christchurch Holy 

Communion 
 6.30 pm St.Michael’s Evensong 
22nd 6.30 pm St.Michael’s Evensong 
   
29th 6.30 pm 5th.Sunday 

Benefice service at Gulworthy. 
Songs of Praise evensong. 

Preceded by picnic tea at 5.30p.m. 
There will be no Services in  

Brentor Christchurch or St.Michael’s 
 
September 
5th. 9.45 am no service at Christchurch 
 1.00pm St.Michael’s Family service 

and Christening 
 6.30 pm St.Michael’s Evensong 
    
  

 
 
Village Barbeque 
This year our barbeque was held on Sunday 
18th July, at lunchtime.  The new day and 
time proved popular with many people, 
judging by the packed tables.  Even the rain 
held off almost to the end!  Thanks must go to 
everyone who helped with preparations, 
especially the ‘kitchen crew’ - their hard work 
always makes Village Hall catering events go 
smoothly. 
Thank you everyone who attended the event 
– without your support we would not be able 
to raise so much money towards the running 
costs of the Village Hall.  This year the 
barbeque raised £115 – well done (like the 
burgers)! 
Colin Dawes 
 
 

Books  Please 
 
Do you have books collecting dust or lying 
unloved on a shelf somewhere?  If so, now is 
the ideal opportunity to give your literary 
treasures a new lease of life by donating them 
to the book stall at the Brentor Show.  
 
Just phone Helen de Carles on 810412 
and/or deliver them to West Blackdown 
Cottage. Finally make sure you visit the book 
stall at the Show to purchase your next year’s 
reading material.  

Robin Burdfield - 810412 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



25th & Final Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 

 
 
More than 50 walkers of all shapes, sizes and fitness levels took advantage of a beautiful sunny 
day in June to enjoy a nine mile walk along Brentor footpaths in aid of the Plymouth & District 
Leukaemia Fund (PDLF). Among the walkers were Dr Adrian Copplestone (PDLF Haematologist 
and Chairman) and his wife Clare, as well as a full Whitfield family contingent (19 in all!). 
The walk raised nearly £1,500 this year bringing our total contribution over the years to more than 
£20,000. This series of walks has now come to a natural end but we would be glad to share our 
experience in organising them with anybody else wishing to organise a local charity walk in future. 

Mike Whitfield 810209
 

Diary Dates 
August 
Saturday 14th 12.00-17.00 Mary Tavy Recreation Ground 

& Coronation Hall 
Melanie Baldry  810288 

Tuesdays Yoga Jennifer 810137 
    

September    

Saturday 4th  2.00pm Brentor Village Show Judy Baxter, Lisa Churcher,  
Elaine Henbest, Kate Kelly, Sue Stephens 

Saturday 11th from 10.30am ‘Ride & Stride’ 
St Michael’s church 

Jennifer Venning 810555 

Sunday 12th 2.00pm 
 

Guided Walk & Cream Tea 
High Down Lydford 

Jeanette Emmett  810222 

Friday 17th 7.15 for 7.30 ‘Food Dreckly’ on Tour Jane Osborne 07814236826 
    

Events held in Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated 
 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition  Sunday August 22nd  to 
John Wheeler 810083      johnw@brentor.net 

 
Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to 
the BCT would be appreciated.     
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'.  
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and 
phone number on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the website 
should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net   
Editorial team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com – Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com – John 
Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net 


