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Friends of St Michael de Rupe

A new fundraising campaign for our church on the tor has just 
been launched through a newly formed ‘Friends’ group.  

Led by chairman Sheila Downs, the Friends will be organising 
fundraising events from this autumn.  These will include:

• A talk by local art historian Dr Geri Parlby, who will be 
giving an illustrated lecture on the art, legends and hill 
top churches dedicated to St Michael. This will be held on 
Saturday November 20  7.00—7.30pm at Brentor Village 
Hall, entrance £6.00. 

• On December 5th the ever popular Cantichorum Choir’s 
Carol Concert will be held in St Michael’s from 3.00pm, 
donations welcome. 

Next September the Friends are also hoping to re-create the 
medieval Michaelmas Fayre that used to be held beneath the 
church and they are looking for volunteers to join the newly 
formed Fayre organising committee.  New fundraising ideas are 
always welcome.
 

Said Sheila “ We are so excited to at last launch the 'Friends of 
St Michaels' and hope that all who love our beautiful church 
on the Tor will join in order to preserve this iconic building for 
the future. The cost to join will not be onerous and will be left 
to each and all to contribute as and when they feel moved to do 
so. It would be really nice to have support for the fundraising 
events which will be special occasions."

The 'Friends' group is not church based and is totally inclusive, 
all members will be informed by newsletter of exactly what is 
happening in an around the church and exactly how the funds 
are being utilised.

Sheila Downs - 820382
sheila@burncottage.co.uk

BRENTOR VILLAGE SHOW

Saturday, September 4th
Doors open at 2pm

All entry forms
To Peggy Biggs the Old Post Office

By Wednesday September 1st.

Exhibits
To Brentor Village Hall

8am 10am Saturday, September 4th
No late entries please!

Come and enjoy all the fun including
The miniature steam attraction at

The Old Station House

Judy Baxter 810375 - Lisa Churcher 810473
Elaine Henbest 810088 - Kate Kelly 810287

Sue Stephens 860374

Guided Walk & Cream Tea
Sunday 12th September 
1.45pm for start at 2.00pm - 3hrs
Meet at High Down (behind Dartmoor Inn) Lydford in the car 
park on the moor.

There will be 2 Dartmoor Guides, Simon Dell and John 
Bright.  The walk will cross the river and follow the contour 
to Widgery Cross taking in a newly discovered stone cross.  
Bring waterproofs (hopefully we will not need them) and 
have sensible footware, wellies are ok.  If needed we can split 
into two groups one being an easy stroll.  Both will start and 
finish at the same point and last 3 hours.  We will return to 
Brentor Village Hall for a cream tea at 5.30pm.

If you are able to help with the teas or make a few scones I 
would be very grateful.  All proceeds will be split between 
Brentor Village Hall and Brentor Church.

Tickets are £5 each for the Guided Walk and Cream Tea or 
join us at 5.30pm for cream tea only £2.50 each.

Tickets: Lisa Churcher (810473), Helen de Carles (810412)
or Jeanette Emmett (810222 – for further details)

Coffee Morning..... 

....will be back on 
Saturday 2nd October 10.30-12. 
You will have to wait for those bacon rolls.

November -  Coffee morning 
Saturday 6th 
- will be followed by a 
 Jumble sale 2pm, so start collecting. 

Sheryl 870554
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First Day At School  
 
The settee is not a boat today.
I don’t have to lurch forward,
as I sit down,
To steady the mug of tea with 
my fingers,
Before it is knocked over by
rushing feet.
The cats seem to feel safer.
They won’t be attacked by a
stick-wielding knight errant.
There’s no lego on the floor,
No lumps of earth on the carpet,
Or the kitchen floor.
It’s eleven o’clock and no-one’s
hungry.
It didn’t take long to bake the
cakes this morning,
No egg cups full of sultanas.
He no longer feels that the days
are too long.
I no longer feel that they are too short.

BRENTORIANS
The Brentorians AGM will be held on 

Tuesday 21st September 2010 at the Village 
Hall starting at 7:30 pm.

We have a newly refurbished Village Hall 
in which to perform, and our next production 
will be the principle focus for the AGM. Some 
ideas will be presented but as always it is the 
group as a whole whose views are paramount.

We can also reflect on the success of the film The Visitation, 
in which many Brentorians participated in 2010, and hopefully 
take many of the positives from that experience forward. 

Proposals for capital expenditure have already been 
submitted and the AGM is the forum for discussion and 
approval or rejection of these proposals.

Whether new to the Brentorians or an old hand, all are 
welcome to attend.

Robin Burdfield - 810412

Garden Club visit to Bickham 
House Gardens

It was the annual Garden Club visit; 
it was St Swithin’s Day; it was a fine 
afternoon!

The weather forecast for the day 
was dire but we had warm sunshine for the few hours that 
mattered for our garden tour of  Bickham House near Kenn 
(Exeter).

Bickham House and its garden is owned, lived in and 
lovingly tended by Julia and John Tremlett with help from 
their gardener Steve. 

We were a small but enthusiastic party of 12 and Julia 
gave a short history of the house and garden before we 
were let loose to wander at will. Steve the gardener and 
Julia and John were on hand to answer our many questions. 
They seemed genuinely pleased that we had come to 
visit despite being about the 5th private tour in as many 
days. The parkland with lake, many borders, walled fruit 
and vegetable garden and greenhouses extend to about 7 
acres. The garden was large enough to explore but not so 
big that we lost interest. The walled garden of 1 acre was 
particularly fascinating, with mixed plantings of flowers, 
fruit and vegetables. 

Sarah Walker-Smith and I were very taken with a 
recurring planting scheme; large pots planted with a 
variegated Osteospermum which had dazzling white petals 
and a blue “eye” combined with a deep blue trailing lobelia. 
Most effective and one I shall be copying next summer. 

Our general opinion was that the gardens of Bickham 
House were a delight; colourful, well tended and obviously 
much loved. Far more individual than many National Trust 
gardens and there was no doubt that this was a “lived in” 
home and garden which blended beautifully into its country 
setting. 

Of course we rounded off the afternoon with a delicious 
cream tea served in one of the converted buildings within 
the grounds. Julia made the jams as well, with fruit from the 
walled garden, how she finds the time I do not know.

The garden is open under the National Gardens Scheme 
between 2 and 5pm on September 5, 7 and 8th. A lovely 
afternoon and enjoyed by all.

 There was no Garden Club meeting during August,  we 
start the Autumn season with a talk on Aspects of Garden 
Design by Sheila Dearing, 16th September at 7.30 pm.

Sue Stephens - 860374

Brentor Village Hall
Hall Rental Charges
Over the past couple of months we have been carrying out 
a review of our rates. It is a number of years since we have 
done this and, given the recent significant improvements to 
the Hall, we felt it was time to look at our rates again.

As a result we have made some changes to our charges. For 
Brentor Parish Residents we have kept the price increases 
to a minimum, but for non-residents we have made slightly 
higher percentage increases. With regard to the latter we 
have obviously had to consider issues of competition.

These new rates will apply to all bookings made after 1st 
September 2010. The new charges will be posted on the 
Brentor Website. A copy will also be posted on the Village 
Hall Notice Board.

We hope that residents will find these new charges 
acceptable, as our Committee is of the view that they are 
essential to the long term sustainability of the Hall.

Dave Williams
Chair – Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field



Facilites at Brentor Church on the Tor

It has been brought to our attention that West Devon 
Borough Council is considering closing the toilets at the 
Brentor church as a cost-saving exercise.

Brentor church is a major attraction in this area and has 
many thousands of visitors each year. It is also becoming a 
popular location for weddings.

The loss of the toilets will potentially reduce the attraction 
of the location for visitors. Help the Aged, for example, say 
that a lack of public toilets across the country is restricting 
the accessibility for old people in particular.

The closure of the Brentor Inn public house means that 
there are no accessible toilets for about 4 miles around 
Brentor. 

Aside from the Council’s duties for Health and Social 
well being the closure of the toilets will (as evidenced in 
other parts of the country) lead to persons using the nearby 
bushes and surrounding area as a toilet and the Council will 
incur greater costs in cleaning these areas as they become a 
hazard. Rubbish and debris including baby’s nappies have 
been dumped in similar areas.

Picnic tables have been provided at the car park, which 
prove popular, but soiling of the nearby area would 
make these a lot less attractive for use. Guests attending 
weddings or funeral services at the church would also have 
no toilet facilities.

The Government’s Communities and Local Government 
Committee has spoken out against the wholesale closure 
of toilets. They have indicated they may force councils to 
reopen toilets at additional cost following Public Toilets 
Equality and Human Rights Impact Assessments. They 
have also suggested people should react at the local ballot 
box.

There appears to have been no public consultation about 
the possible removal of our facilities other than a letter to 
the Parish Council.

If you feel as strongly about the matter as we do, could 
we ask you to contact your local councillor and make your 
feelings known? 

We will be making representations to the Parish Council 
and West Devon Borough Council.

Wendy Braithwaite  810780 
w.braithwaite1@btinternet.com

Church services - September.
  
Sundays
5th. NO service at 9.45.am in Christchurch
 1.00p.m. Family service with  
   Christening  at St.Michaels
 6.30p.m. Evensong at St.Michaels

12th 6.30p.m.   Evensong at St.Michaels
  
19th 9.45a.m. Holy Communion  in
   Christchurch.
 6.30p.m.   Evensong at St.Michaels
 
26th. 6.30p.m.   Evensong at St. Michaels.
                          Back to church Sunday. All are 
   warmly welcome. 
 
Sunday October 3rd. Harvest Festival.
 9.45.a.m. Family service in Christchurch
 6.30.p.m. Celebrate Michaelmas with us 
   at St.Michaels.The last evening 
   service for this summer.   
 
Prayer group: Usually meets twice a month. Please 
contact Jackie Macrostie (810683), Sally Wetherbee 
(810285) or Eric (810403) for date and place of the 
next meeting.

Kate Kelly & Jackie Macrostie.
Churchwardens

"Ride and Stride Day", 11th.September 
- in aid of the Devon Historic Churches Trust.

Jennifer will be in St. Michael's, Brentor for her usual  
Sponsored Hymn Event, from about 10-30a.m. until ----?? 
Carol and Colin willl be dispensing light refreshments and 
a warm welcome to our regulars and new visitors coming to 
have a good sing together (including those travelling around 
our local Churches.) Do come and sponsor a hymn or be 
sponsored for ascending the Tor! 

Forms available from Jennifer on 810555. Remember half 
the money goes to our nominated Church-- St. Michael's. 
Anyone wishing to participate in the Ride and Stride Day in 
their own way can contact Jennifer for details.  

Thanks, Jennifer.

SAVE THE DATE!

FUND RAISING 3 COURSE EVENING MEAL

SATURDAY 30 OCTOBER

£15 PER PERSON

MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH

Wendy Braithwaite  810780 
w.braithwaite1@btinternet.com



FINAL COPY DATE - for the October Edition
Wednesday 22nd September to Rick Blower: R.Blower@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Unfinished Business - 2nd & 4th Mondays at 2.00pm Anne Clark 810035
Yoga - Starting October 5th: Tuesdays at 7.30pm Jennifer Heyworth 810137

September
Sat	 4th	 2.00pm	 Brentor	Village	Show	 Judy,	Lisa,	Kate,	Elaine	&	Sue	
Sat	 11th	 10.30am...	 ...onwards.		Sponsored	Hymns,	St	Michael's	 Jennifer	Venning	 810555
Sun	 12th	 1.45pm	 Guided	Walk	&	Cream	Tea	-	meet	at	High	Down	 Jeanette	Emmett	 810222
Thur	 16th	 7.30pm	 'Aspects	of	Garden	Design',	Sheila	Dearing-	Garden	Club	 Alan	Henbest	 810088
Fri	 17th	 7.30pm	 Food	Dreckly	Supper	 Jane	Osborne					07814	236826
Mon	 20th	 7.30pm	 Parish	Council	 John	Burrows													810494
Tue	 21st	 7.30pm	 Brentorians	AGM	 Robin	Burdfield	 810412
Thur	 23rd	 7.30pm	 VHPFC	Committee	 Dave	Williams	 810375

October
Sat	 2rd	 10.30am	 Coffee	Morning	 Sheryl	Burroughs	 870554
Tue	 5th		 7.30pm	 Yoga	starts	 Jennifer	Heyworth	 810137
Thur	 21st	 7.30pm	 'Gardening	for	Wildlife',	Howard	Wills	-	Garden	Club	 Alan	Henbest	 810088
Sat	 30th	 -	 Fund	raising	Supper	 Wendy	Braithwaite	 810780

November
Sat	 6th	 10.30am	 Coffee	Morning	 Sheryl	Burroughs	 870554
Sat	 20th	 7.30pm	 Art,	Legends	&	Hilltop	Churches	-	Dr	Geri	Parlby	 Sheila	Downs	 820382
	

For all hall bookings & enquiries:  Liz Wheeler 810083
(Village Hall events are shown on the website calendar)

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician
Commissioning, Servicing & Breakdown repair 

of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

l

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

l

Contact John on: 
Home  01822 810494 Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 
l

Competitive Rates

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and 
phone number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments 
on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team: 
Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 
– John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Yoga Summer Drop In Classes

Well done to those of you who came along and 
enjoyed yoga sessions through the summer and 
thus supported two worthy causes.   At the time of 
writing, with a final session to go, there is in excess 
of £330 to divide between the Brentor News and 
The Childhood Eye Cancer Trust.  Thank you for 
your support.

Jennifer Heyworth

Thanks Jennifer! - JW [for the B/News]


