
Brentor Christmas 
Fair
Saturday 4th December 2010

Don't forget that this year's 
Christmas Fair will be at the Village 
Hall from 10.30am to 4.30pm.  

With morning coffee, hot lunches, afternoon tea, 
mulled wine, Santa in his grotto, live classical guitar 
music as well as craft and produce stalls - you may 
want to spend the day!!

We look forward to seeing you.
                                                          

 Lisa, Janet, Elaine, Sarah, Sue & Kate
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Peter Joe Bennett
Classical Guitarist

 
Brentor Village Hall

Tuesday 21st December 
at 7.30 pm

PJ Bennett, now 18, has 
grown up in Brentor, 
playing guitar since he 
was 7 in various genres.  
He continues a classical 
career path, studying at Chetham’s School of Music 
in Manchester where he regularly performs solo and 
with a guitar ensemble.

Come along to hear this fine young musician and 
celebrate the Winter Solstice in Brentor.  The recital 
will offer a varied repertoire with pieces ranging from 
the 1600s through the centuries to the present day.

The Hall will be set out cabaret style and you are 
welcome to bring your own refreshments.

Tickets £5 available from Dave Williams 810375.

Cantichorum
An afternoon of seasonal songs, hymns and readings,  
brought to us again this year by the Cantichorum Choir. 
There will be mulled wine and mince pies.

St Michael's on the Tor 
 - Sunday December 5th, 3.00pm.

BRENTOR
NEWS

Villages in Action (VIA)

Another very successful event for Brentor, it was a sell-out, 
took place on November 13th at the village hall. Four very tal-
ented and accomplished musicians played in a hall that gave off 
the atmosphere of a jazz club; without the omnipresent smoke 
haze. The Tommaso Starace quartet turned in a real tour-de 
force performance. It was a wonderful night and they went 
down a storm. 

VIA is under threat from the cuts likely to be inflicted on our 
Local Authorities in the government’s spending review. To 
ensure that any cuts to VIA are kept to a minimum, write to 
your local councillor; Terry Pearce, Pendeen, Brentor Road, 
Mary Tavy Tavistock PL19 9PY; and make sure that he under-
stands that the work of VIA is making an important contribu-
tion to the vitality and well being of rural communities. VIA is 
an important source of revenue for the Brentor News. It would 
be a serious blow to the finances of the Brentor News if VIA 
were to cease.

Rick Blower- 810600

Photo - Colin Dawes



Brentor Garden
Club

At an annual Interclub Quiz hosted 
by the Tavistock Garden Club 
on 28 October, a nine-member team representing 
the Brentor Garden Club, together with five teams 
from other clubs, was pleased to take part in this 
very enjoyable event.   Your intrepid team members 
were:-

Anne Clark,  Sheila Downs, Kate Kelly, Jill 
Lamerton, Kim Landers, Ron Quilter,  Liz Rogers,            

Sue Stephens & Heather Webster

There were six sets of questions, relating to multiple 
choice plant/history questions, flower names, 
anagrams of flower names, odd one out (mostly to 
do with vegetables), mix and match and rounded 
off by a fun nursery rhyme quiz (the grannies and 
grandads in the team were a huge asset on this 
one).   Half way through the evening we enjoyed 
an enormous selection and quantity of food;  the  
promised “light refreshments” was something of an 
understatement!

Without exception we all agreed that it had been 
a really great evening, and credit must be given to 
excellent organisation on the part of the Tavistock 
club.   The icing on the cake for the BGC team was 
to come a very close second overall.

At the BGC Members’ Meeting on 21 October,  we 
were delighted to welcome Howard and Sally Wills 
to give us a talk entitled “Gardening for Wildlife” 
from Fernwood Nursery,  near Torrington.   They 
have a 3 acre site providing home for the National 
Collections of house leeks and also phormiums.   
They have won Gold Medals at Chelsea three times 
in recent years.   Sally and Howard provided us with 
a wonderfully interesting evening discussing the 
many ways in which we, the gardeners, with a bit 
of thought and planning can create an environment 
which will give wildlife the best chance to survive 
and flourish in our gardens.

Howard and Sally showed us the most stunning 
photos of so many different birds, creatures and 
insects.   It was generally agreed, in spite of their 
protestations that they only have a standard little 
digital camera, that they were the best set of photos 
that we have ever seen.

The next BGC members meeting will be the AGM 
followed by a fun quiz on 16 December.  The 
Annual Lunch is on Thurs. 20th January at the Peter 
Tavy Inn: welcome drink at noon, meal 12.30pm.  

Liz Rogers 820278

Preparing for Spring!
Although the depths of winter are still ahead, the 

Brentor Commons Association has been working for a more 
colourful spring. During the first week in November, butterfly 
conservation experts came from the Devon Wildlife Trust 
reserve at Marsland (North Devon) to help us improve habitats 
for the nationally scarce small pearl-bordered fritillaries on 
Bowden & Liddaton Downs. 

To encourage the growth and spread of violets, the feed 
plant for the caterpillars, we cut back significant areas of 
bracken, brambles and long grass on Liddaton & Bowden 
Downs. The cuttings and accumulated organic material were 
then raked up and stacked to provide habitats and refuges for 
small mammals and insects. 

We enjoyed fine sunny weather, with a seasonal nip in 
the breeze, and the communal effort provided some nostalgic 
images reminiscent of the rural 1940s. It was encouraging 
to spot many hitherto hidden violet plants in the raked areas. 
Look out for vividly marked, low-flying orange and black 
butterflies darting about in late May and early June next year!

 Mike Whitfield 810209

Supporting St Michael's

As many of you will know, I have 
had some items produced, deco-
rated with one of ColinSargent's 
photographs of St Michael's. There 
are mugs, coasters, fridge magnets, magnetic notice 
boards, mouse mats, key rings, as well as 5 differ-
ent 10in x 8in mounted, signed prints of St. Michael's 
atvarious times of the year. (money raised is for the 
Bell Restoration Fund)

To add to our list, we now have a blank greetings 
card with a view of the back of the church in the 
snow. Single card with envelope for 50p, or a pack 
of 5 cards and envelopes for £2. Ideal for Christmas 
cards. There is also an extra large postcard with a 
view of the front of the church in the snow. Photos 
as usual by Colin Sargent. There is a small stock of 
cards in Christ Church - or contact me:     

Jennifer Venning - 810555



[
Services in Brentor for December
Sunday 5th 
 - 9.45am Holy Communion Christchurch
 - 3.00pm Cantichorum chior at St. Michaels  
  Festive songs and carols complete with 
  mince pies and mulled wine

Sunday 12th No service in Brentor

Sunday 19th
 - 4.30p.m.  Christchurch. Christingle
  followed by carols in the church.
  With light bites and mulled wine.
Christmas Eve.
 - 11.00p.m.  Midnight mass  in Christchurch.
Christmas Day
 -3.00p.m.   Service of carols and readings at
  St.Michaels
Sunday 26th. No service in Brentor
Sunday 2nd.Jan
 - 1.00p.m. Family service; feast of Epiphany,
  at St.Michaels preceded by hot soup and
  simple lunch at 12.15p.m.
  (sorry no mulled wine)

Prayer group - will meet on Thursday 9th.December
  at 8.00p.m.

The Ministry team of clergy and the PCC wish you all a 
very happy Christmas and New Year.

Eric Rhodes on behalf of the PCC

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

We can’t believe that the Autumn Term is almost over! 
Our numbers on roll remain high with 69 children at the 

school and numbers rising to 75 in January 2011. Our new 
Reception children settled in extremely well to school life.

You may have seen Class 1 out and about on their weekly 
walks and studies around the local community if you pass 
through Mary Tavy on a Tuesday or a Thursday and we 
would like to thank parents for helping out. Classes 2 and 
3 visited the Royal Naval Base in Plymouth and Year 5 
also took part in a Science and Technology with Plymouth 
University whilst Year 6 participated in the West Devon 
Junior Life Skills. 

The children have also been very active and our junior 
pupils joined in with children from four other small schools 
at a Multi Skills Festival at Lamerton. We also took a team 
to the Small Schools Football Festival. The children are 
encouraged to keep fit and healthy and we would like to 
thank the community for helping us collect Tesco, Morrisons 
and Sainsbury vouchers. Some of these vouchers have been 
exchanged for playground resources whilst others have been 
used to order classroom equipment. The children in Classes 
1 and 2 enjoyed a visit from a storyteller and the whole 
School joined with the Under 5s to watch a production of 
Oliver Twist performed by a theatre group. Later in the term 
the whole School watched the film Fantastic Mr Fox at the 
Wharf. They also celebrated National Book Week by looking 
at children’s stories from other cultures.

We would like to thank everyone who supported our 
Macmillan Coffee Morning and it was so nice to see lots of 
people at the event including our Under 5s. We were able to 
raise £272. We were also able to raise £93 from the sale of 
produce at our Harvest Festival which was used to sponsor 
two Aquaboxes that will be sent to areas of need around the 
world.  A Spotty Day for Children in Need was held and 
£97.83 was raised.

The PTA has been very active and together with a grant 
from Sustrans was able to fund a brand new cycle shelter so 
that children (and parents) can cycle to School. A Christmas 
Fair has also been arranged at the School on 3rd December at 
3.30pm. 

We will be very busy with our lead up to Christmas. 
Our preparations include our Carol Service which this year 
will be held in Christchurch in Brentor on Wednesday 8th 
December. We hope to finish the term with a special visitor 
to those children in Class 1 who have been good. Ho! Ho! 
Ho! 

On behalf of everyone at the school, we wish you a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year and hope to see many of you 
at events in 2011.         Nicky Pratten, Headteacher

"Myths and Legends...."    On the evening of 20th November Dr. Geri Parlby, well known local art historian, gave 
an illustrated lecture to a large and attentive audience at the Village Hall. Dr. Parlby’s talk ranged from the local history and 
fables of our 12th century hilltop church, St Michael de Rupe to the more general origins of the history of Michael as arch-
angel and warrior saint all illustrated with ancient Byzantine and Christian works of art representative of the myths and leg-
ends surrounding Michael from ancient times, through to his influence on Joan of Arc, the Hundred Years War with France  
and his latter day association with mystic ley lines.

Dr. Parlby referred to the ancient ley line of St Michael which has a straight line link to many famous sites across the 
south of England commencing from St Michaels Mount in Cornwall and taking in St Michaels, Brentor, St Michaels on 
Glastonbury Tor, Avebury and St Michaels on Burrow Rump. Like many who attended the evening I think we all left truly 
appreciating the fabled and historical significance of our very own  St Michaels on the Hill and that the successful evening 
raised almost £600 towards the St Michaels Church Restoration Fund.     Paul Williams - Friends of St Michaels

Anne & Mike Malleson would like to thank all their friends 
in and around Brentor for all their help, support and sympathy 
during the difficult times with Anne's Dad, and for their work 
in making the Memorial Service and following sumptuous tea 
such a success.



FINAL COPY DATE - for the January edition
Monday 20th December - to Rick Blower:  r.blower@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Brentorians - 7.30pm Mondays until 13th Dec, then from 3rd Jan (17th: other venue) Robin Burdfield 810412
Yoga - Tuesdays at 7.30pm unitl 7th Dec. Starts again January 4th Jennifer Heyworth 810137

December
Thur 2rd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Brian Bird            01566 783112
Sat 4th 10.30am Brentor Christmas Fair Lisa Crurcher 810473
Sun 5th 3.00pm Cantichorum - St Michael's Eric Rhodes 810403
Thur 16th 7.30pm Garden Club AGM & Social Alan Henbest 810088
Tue 21st 7.30pm PJ Bennett - Guitar Concert Dave Williams 810375

January
Tue 4th  7.30pm Yoga starts Jennifer Heyworth 810137
Sat 8th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thur 13th 7.30pm VHPCC Meeting Elaine Henbest 810088
Mon 17th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Brian Bird            01566 783112
Thur 20th 12.30pm Garden Club Annual Lunch. Peter Tavy Inn Liz Rogers 820278
Sun 30th 10.00am Brentor Brunch Pat Blower 810600

For all hall bookings: Liz Wheeler 810083
(All Village Hall events and bookings are shown on the website calendar)

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and 
phone number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments 
on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team: 
Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 
– John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

FOR SALE
• Z-Tec folding wheelchair, almost new.  £75.
• Cosyfeet size 10 extra wide slippers, red tartan, 

seldom used.  £15
Anne Malleson 860304

CHICKS ARE CALLING ALL GREEN FINGERS!
Do you enjoy gardening? Would you like to meet like minded people? Could you spare an hour or so 
each week? If so CHICKS would love to hear from you.  We need volunteers to join our small friendly 
gardening team at Moorland Retreat, Bonnaford. 

Help is needed with looking after the vegetable patch, planting, weeding, trimming, looking after greenhouse and much, 
much more. 

If you would like to take a look around CHICKS grounds with a cup of tea to see what’s involved, call Mel on 811127.

The Brunch is Back!
Brentor Brunch: Sunday 30th January  10-12
Brentor Village Hall
Please note the date above. More details in January 
Brentor News.

Pat Blower for the Brunch Bunch - 810600
Jumble Sale
A big 'thank you' to all the people who helped and donated to the Jumble Sale.

We had a quick turnaround after the coffee morning and were ready to go at 1.30pm (with a queue already waiting).  All over 
by 3pm. We cleared away and I thought you may like to know that most things that were left went to Operation Sunshine, so 
helped someone somewhere. We took £250.03 jointly with the Coffee Morning. Thank you for all your support this year.

Coffee Morning will be back on Saturday 8th January, 10.30-12.            Sheryl 870554


