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BRENTOR CHRISTMAS FAIR

The Christmas Fair held at the village hall on
Saturday 4th December proved to be a great
success. The snowy weather made preparations
rather  difficult but on the day many Brentor
residents came along to enjoy the food and fun.
The hall looked very festive and there was a
variety of stalls from which to choose  Christmas
presents and seasonal “goodies”  accompanied at
times by delightful live, classical guitar music.
Many thanks to all who helped, either in the
kitchen; manning stalls; decorating the hall;
fetching and carrying ( in the snow ) and generally
making the day possible.
The profits from the fair amount to over £750 .
Thank you all for your generosity and we look
forward to seeing you again next year.

Sue, Lisa, Elaine, Janet, Sarah & Kate

BRENTOR WAR MEMORIAL

I produced a short booklet giving some details
of the men commemorated on the war
memorial, for distribution at the Remembrance
Day service. More copies will be available in
January if anyone would like one. I am always
delighted to receive more information about
these men and their families.
At present I am working on a fuller history of
the families, which should be available in
2011. I am hoping that these will be made
available on the Brentor Village website in
time. Please contact me on
irene.cradick@btinternet.com                                                 

Annual Brentor
Brunch 2011
Sunday 30th

January
10-12.00
Brentor Village
Hall

Just £5.50 for a delicious home-made
traditional or vegetarian brunch using
locally sourced ingredients wherever
possible.  Concessions for children.
American style pancakes or waffles will
also be on offer.  Our team of waiters and
chefs look forward to seeing you all there.
All profits to the Brentor Village Hall and
Playing Field funds.

Pat Blower (810600)
On behalf of the Brunch Bunch

Brentor Coffee Morning

Saturday 8th January 10.30 - 12.00

Bacon rolls, homemade cakes and
local produce. Please support and
provide produce to sell ( if you have
anything). Meet up with your
neighbours and other villagers over
coffee.

Sheryl Burroughs 870554



Brentor Garden Club Members hear
a talk on Gardeners and their Gardens by George Kestell

Once again we were delighted to welcome George the Gardener aka George Kestell back to
Brentor, whose talk covered Garden History;  Early gardens – from Egypt to Persian Palace
gardens, as well as what the Romans did for British gardens and what were the monks doing
in their cloisters.     This time he presented a fascinating glimpse into the early history of
gardens which was illustrated with many interesting slides.  The audience was also
encouraged to participate which resulted in a lively, informative and amusing evening.

Amongst the first gardens that we were shown were the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.
These        fabulous gardens were built by King Nebuchadnezzar for his new Queen who was
pining for the   mountains of Persia where she was brought up.  The gardens were a
fantastic   construction lushly cultivated with many trees and flowering plants.  Surprisingly
though they did not exist for very long and within a hundred years the majority of the
gardens had disappeared.

The earliest recognisable gardens in Britain are Roman and we were shown fascinating
pictures of Fishbourne Roman Palace in West Sussex.  This is a typical Roman garden laid
out in a formal manner with a wide central path and divided into two symmetrical areas lined
with low box hedges.  There were spaces for statues and areas for seating.  Here they also
grew culinary, medicinal and sacred plants.

After the Romans left in 410 AD gardens did not become important again until well into the
Middle Ages.  Monasteries had gardens which supplied vegetables for the kitchens and
herbs for both the kitchen and for medicinal purposes.  Beds of flowers would be included,
not for decoration, but to supply flowers for the altar.  A fish pond was also included which
provided fish for the monks’ table.  Also forming an important part of the monastic garden
was the cloister garden, this was often just an area within the cloisters and laid to lawn, it’s
simplicity aiding the monks in their daily spiritual contemplation.
                                    Heather Webster

Our next function will be the Annual BGC Lunch, to be held on Thursday, 20 January 2011,
from 12 noon at the Peter Tavy Inn.   This occasion will be for members and their partners
only.   Thursday, 17 February, we will be welcoming John Walters, Naturalist and Wildlife
Artist, to discuss Wildlife on Dartmoor; it will be an open meeting when visitors are welcome
@ £2 on the door.

2011 Subscriptions are now due at the regretfully increased rate of £10 for Single
Membership, and £15 per couple.   Membership Enquiries to Sue Stephens (860374)

Liz Rogers 820278



February Gloom Antidote..?

As we begin to recover from
the snow, ice, Christmas and
the New Year, and as winter
tightens its grip, and we move
into January with the prospect
of weeks of gloom and dark
evenings to come .... is there

much to look forward to at the back end of
February 2011??

YES! The Brentor Wine Evening in the
village hall on Friday 25th February at
8.00pm. What more excitement could you
want?
Make a note in the diary. Details next
month.
John Wheeler  - 810083

Forthcoming events
Advance notice for our next Villages in Action
(VIA) event:
Bec Appleby (well known for her work with
Kneehigh Theatre), will be performing her one
woman physical theatre  show based on the
life story of Mary Bryant: Cornish  Highway
Woman, Mother and Maritime adventurer. This
will be on Saturday evening, March 12th.

Independently from VIA; Louise Parker will
return to Brentor village hall on Friday March
25th. Louise  has gained a reputation for her
soulful jazz. With her quartet, Louise will be
performing a collection of songs inspired
from the singer/songwriter Billie Holiday.

More details for both of these events will
appear in next month’s Brentor News.
Pencil in these dates on your calendar!

Rick Blower 810600

Children’s charity CHICKS is happy to announce

that their annual Winter Ball will now be taking

place at Boringdon Park Golf Club on Saturday

22nd January 2011. The event commences at

7.00pm until 1.00am.

This prestigious black tie event is a pinnacle   func-

tion in the year for CHICKS and helps raise  vital

funds that provide free respite breaks for    disad-

vantaged children from across the UK.

If you would like to know more about CHICKS or

book tickets for our Winter Ball in January please

contact us on 01822 811115  or email me at

jenny.p@chicks.org.uk                                     

PLYMOUTH GILBERT AND SULLIVAN                                                                          
FELLOWSHIP                           
The Plymouth Gilbert and Sullivan Fellowship
have added to their already impressive list of
NODA awards by achieving two further awards
with their production of “Ruddigore” at the 2010
International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival in
Buxton – for Best Traditional Opera and Best Male
Voice, the latter going to Rod Hunt for his
performance as Sir Roderic. They were also filmed
for a Sky Arts programme on Gilbert and Sullivan.

Their major 2011 production will be of the ever-
popular “The Pirates of Penzance”.

Peter Clement of Higher Westcott, Brentor,  will
be playing one of the leading roles as the Pirate
King.  His wife Terry will also be appearing in the
show as a member of the chorus.
The show features the swashbuckling Pirates under
their flamboyant King and the comic policemen
whose “lot is not a happy one” – an ideal show for
newcomers to Gilbert and Sullivan, especially
younger audience members, for whom the ticket
price  is a concessionary £5.00.

The show runs Mar 2nd-5th at the Devonport
Playhouse, Fore Street, Plymouth PL1 4DW,
evenings at 7.30pm plus a Saturday matinee at
2.30pm.  Tickets at £12.00 (£10.00 O60 and
TRAC members, £5.00 Students and U16 – all
performances) can be obtained from the com-
pany box office on 01752 225505 (after January
1st) or online at
www.plymouthgilbertandsullivan.com                                                                 



Diary Dates
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated

January 2011
Tues 4th :      7.00pm               Yoga recommences Jennifer Heyworth 810137
Sat 8th:        10.30 - 12.00        Coffee Morning   Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thur 13th:     7.30pm                 VHPCC Meeting   Elaine Henbest 810088
Mon 17th:     7.30pm                Parish Council Meeting Brian Bird 01566 783112
Thur 20th:    12.30pm               Garden Club Annual Lunch.
                                              Peter Tavy Inn. Liz Rogers 820278
Sun 30th:     10.00am              Brentor Brunch Pat Blower 810600

February
Tues  7.00pm                 Yoga Jennifer Heyworth 810137
Sat 5th         10.30 - 12.00         Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thur 17th      7.30pm                  Garden Club The Wild Life of Dartmoor 

           John Walters Alan Henbest 810088
Friday 25th    8.00pm                Wine evening John  Wheeler 8 810083

March
Sat  11th 8.00pm          Villages in Action event Rick Blower 810600
Fri    25th 7.45pm          Louise Parker Colin Dawes 811079

Hall bookings: Liz Wheeler 810083
All village Hall events and bookings are shown on the website calendar

Brentor News Key Facts

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.
If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emails to you, send your request
to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert
insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable
to Brentor Community Trust.
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the
publication of the author’s name and phone number and/or email address on the website edition
of the paper unless specifically requested   otherwise. Any comments on the website should be
sent to Colin Dawes - colin.dawes@virgin.net
Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209
mikewhit@btinternet.com - John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Final Copy Date for the next edition, Sunday 23rd January, to
Mike Whitfield 810209: mikewhit@btinternet.com

Wooden Ark for Hens for Sale
6ft long x 3ft wide

NEARLY NEW, £50
Buyer collects
01822 860133

philroe@live.co.uk                               


