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Brentor Housing Needs Survey 
 

Letter from West Devon Borough Council 
 
Dear Resident 
The Housing Survey letters recently delivered to 
properties in Brentor Parish incorrectly stated on the 
envelope that the survey was commissioned by the 
Parish Council. 
The Housing Survey has in fact been commissioned by 
West Devon Borough Council with assistance from the 
Community Council of Devon, following discussions with 
the Parish Council who declined any involvement in the 
survey. 
Apologies for any confusion that may have been 
caused. 

Cllr Terry Pearce 
Ward Member West Devon Borough Council 

Comment from Brentor Parish Council 
 
 
The Community Council of Devon, on the instigation 
of West Devon Borough Council, has circulated all 
221 Brentor households with Survey Forms. 
The envelopes incorrectly stated that the Survey was 
commissioned by the Brentor Parish Council 
The Parish Council wishes it to be known that this 
was not the case. 
The Parish Council has previously voted in 2010 not 
to request a Housing Needs Survey at a time when 
only one Brentor resident was on the housing list 
 

Brian Bird, Parish Clerk 
 

  
Dealing with controversy 

 
The Housing Needs Survey and its implications have already proved to be controversial issues in 
village meetings. The Brentor Community Trust has an editorial procedure for dealing with controversial 
issues in the Brentor News which aims to help the move towards a resolution of the matter  
The main purpose of the Brentor News is to help bring the community together. By reporting village 
activities we intend to involve the whole community in a positive way. Gill Gorbutt, one of the founding 
editors, put it succinctly in the March 1983 edition - “…the Brentor News is a way through which all 
residents of Brentor can communicate with each other”. 

The Brentor News policy on controversial issues is set out  
on the page 8 of this extended edition. 

If you have comments that you would like to make on the Housing Needs Survey then please submit 
them to the editor for the March edition by Tuesday 15th February (seven days prior to the 
editorial deadline for the issue). 

Rick Blower, John Wheeler, Dave Williams, Mike Whitfield
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Parish Council News 
Housing Survey 
A Housing Survey has been delivered 
recently to all householders. This survey is a 
key enabling document that developers 
require to build new houses in Brentor. Two 
such developers have already registered their 
fields with the Dartmoor National Park to this 
end. This survey incorrectly purports to have 
been commissioned by the Parish Council.  
Letters have been sent to various bodies on 
the matter.   
[see also page 1 & 8 of this issue  Ed.] 
The Parish Clerk 
After eight years loyal service to the council 
the Parish Clerk, Mr. B. Bird will be leaving 
the area and has therefore tendered his 
resignation. He will be sorely missed for his 
pithy wit, hard work and forceful endeavours 
to control local government waste and 
profligacy. 
The council therefore invites applicants for 
the vacant post of clerk.  
Applications should be sent to the Chairman 
of the Parish Council.  [see page 4  Ed.] 
Parish Precept 
The Parish precept is the tax raised by the 
Parish Council, paid by Brentor council tax 
payers to fund parish democracy and 
activities. The 2011-2012 precept has 
increased from £6000 to £7000 following a 
request from the Village Hall and Playing 
Field Association for a grant of £1000, which 
following some discussion was agreed. All 
other costs have been contained. 
Wheelwright’s Stone 
The Parish Council has identified the owner 
of the stone, who has stated that the stone is 
to be returned to its original location. 
Traffic Speed 
Concerns have been registered concerning 
traffic speed on the Tavistock – Lydford road. 
At the council’s behest, speed checks were 
set up near the turning to Liddaton during the 
last week of November 2010. The initial 
results indicate that the vast majority of 
motorists were travelling well below the 
national speed limit, and that there is no 
evidence to support traffic calming measures.   
Other Matters 
The Dartmoor National Park has undergone 
some restructuring and Mr. Robert Taylor is 
the new warden for Brentor. 

West Devon Borough Council has a mayoral 
awards scheme, whereby the deserving can 
be formally recognised. If you have a 
nomination please contact the Chairman at 
the address above asap.  

Robin Burdfield  -  810412 
 

Flood Emergency sandbags 
The West Devon District Council has offered 
us sand and sandbags in the case of an 
emergency. Sandbags are now available at 
Old Station House for use as required. These 
bags are empty but the council’s offer 
includes a limited supply of sand to be 
available too, which will be kept at the same 
address by kind permission of Eric and Sue 
Rhodes.  Once the sand runs out it will be up 
to individuals to supply their own.  The bags 
will be stored in the Gents loo. 
Please check with Eric or Sue (810403) when 
collecting bags or sand. 

Paul Webster 810004 
Emergency Plan Co-ordinator 

 
Ring & Ride 
I believe it is not generally known that Ring & 
Ride is available to Brentor on a limited basis. 
Tavistock Ring & Ride operate a minibus 
service from your front door to Tavistock 
Town Square and return.  These buses are 
equipped with wheelchair facilities. 
Currently the service for Brentor is available 
on a Monday – pick up around 10.30am and 
return at 1.00 pm – and Wednesdays when 
pick up is around 10.40am and return at 
1.30pm 
The fare is £1.70.  If anyone is interested the 
bus will need to be booked at least a day 
before travel and remember to state if 
wheelchair space or shopping trolley space is 
required. The number of the Ring & Ride co-
ordinator is 01822 618028.  

Paul Webster 810004 
 
 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 5th Feb 10.30-12 
Meet up with friends and neighbours 
It was lovely to see so many people last 
month. Remember, there is a produce table. 
Bacon rolls, homemade cakes, filter coffee 

Sheryl 870554 
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Villages in Action – Bec Appleby 
 
The next event will take place on Saturday 
March 12th at 8.00pm in Brentor Village Hall. 
Bec Appleby, well known for her work with 
the internationally acclaimed Kneehigh 
Theatre Company, will present for you “Oh 
Mary”. This is a one woman physical theatre 
show based on the incredible life story of 
Mary Bryant; Cornish Highway Woman, 
Mother and Maritime adventurer. Mary’s story 
is one of incredible endurance and of 
indominatable spirit. Hers is a tale of 
transportation, love, escape, tragedy and 
redemption that spanned the world between 
Cornwall and Australia. 
Using specially commissioned music by Dalla 
and Radjel, this performance uses a mix of 
story telling and vocative narrative. This show 
is an adventure through the senses. Suitable 
for the over 12s. 

Tickets: Adults £7.50, children £4.50 
available from Rick Blower 810600  

 

 

 
Louise Parker 
sings the songs 
of Billie Holiday 
 
Brentor Village Hall 
Friday 25th March 201
7.45pm 

Louise Parker performed at the Village Hall in 
May 2009 as part of the ‘Villages In Action’ 
(VIA) programme.  Her amazing voice and 
personal presence made this a memorable 
evening.  Now that VIA events have been 
reduced due to financial cuts, this performance 
has been booked privately and all profits will go 
to Village Hall funds.  Louise will sing a new 
programme of the songs of Billie Holiday.  The 
performance will be ‘cabaret style’ so bring your 
own drinks!   
Louise and her trio are based in Plymouth and 
are well known on the festival circuit and are 
regulars on Radio 2’s Best of Jazz. She is a 
powerful live performer and a skilful interpreter 
of swing, blues and gospel classics, with all the 
warmth, spirit and passion of the great jazz 
divas.  Indeed, she sang with Humphrey 
Lyttelton for his last CD ‘Cornucopia 3’ in 
October 2007. 

 “A splendid new voice on the block. Swings 
like fury.” Humphrey Lyttelton 
 “On all the normal counts of what makes a 
good jazz singer, Louise Parker seems to 
qualify; clear diction, fine projection, warmth, a 
feel for the lyrics and, most all, she seems to 
give every song the right ‘weight’.” Just Jazz 
“There’s no substitute for good time and 
tone... Tender or wild, her voice never lost its 
warmth and her phrasing had an in-built 
propulsion rarely heard from others.” Jack 
Massarik, London Evening Standard 
www.louiseparker.co.uk to find out more about 
Louise Parker, hear her performances. 

Tickets £10 
Rick on 810600 or Colin on 811079. 

 

Brentor Summer Camp 2011 
It is time to forget those dark winter evenings 
and to start looking ahead to the summer 
holidays! This is a great opportunity to enjoy 
a weekend with other families, where children 
and adults can meet and make new friends 
and over the years, firm friendships have 
been built up with, but it is always a blessing 
to welcome new families to this special event. 
Harry describes camp as ‘the highlight of his 
summer holidays’ Praise indeed from a 
10year old! 
Camp takes place in our field, behind Thorn 
Cottage and will start on Friday afternoon 12 
August and finish on Sunday 14 August after 
lunch. Our age range tends to be in the 
toddler to 12 years limit at the moment, and 
all we ask is that children must be 
accompanied by an adult. If you are on your 
own with children, do not be deterred, you will 
find plenty of help available - from lending a 
hand to putting up tents to sharing activities 
and responsibilities. We eat together and 
during the day engage in a variety of 
activities ranging from treasure hunts to craft 
activities to cycling. 
We limit our numbers to around 40, to ensure 
we can all get under cover, if necessary! The 
cost is £13 for a child and £17 for an adult to 
cover all meals and activities for the 2 days. 
Booking forms are available now and a 
deposit of £5 per person secures your place 
as this event is always popular. Whatever the 
weather we always offer a warm welcome i 
We hope to hear from you soon! 

Sally and Christopher Pancheri 810285 
sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk  
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Pasta/Skittle Night 
Friday 18th Feb 7pm 
Enjoy a bowl of pasta, various sauces, and a 
game of skittles. 
Bring your own drinks. 

Sheryl 870554 
 
 

Brentor Garden Club  
Thirteen stalwart BGC members braved the 
horrendous weather conditions on 16 
December to attend our Annual General 
Meeting and what was supposed to be a Fun 
Quiz.   Anticipating the expected absence of 
our Chairman, Ron Quilter stood in for Alan 
Henbest and read the Chairman’s report as 
follows:- 
“Hello and welcome to the Brentor Garden 
Club AGM for the year 2010.   Well, what a 
wonderful year we have had, after being a 
slightly nomadic club while the hall was being 
refurbished, we are once again settled back 
here in the Brentor Village Hall where we 
belong, and what a healthy club we have.   
Membership as at November 2010 stands at 
46.   This is really great news!   But we do 
have a space or two on our Committee if 
anyone is interested in coming on board? 
Here are a few facts for you: 
• Our most popular meeting: 18 February, 

David Buncle – “Hawk & Owl Experience”  
(31 members, and 12 visitors attended) 

• Runner up:  17 June, Tim Ellis – “Slugs, 
Aphids & Vine Weevils” (32 members, and 
7 visitors) 

• During 2010 in total, we have attracted 50 
visitors. 

• We have purchased a projector screen, 
which is housed permanently here at the 
village hall, and can be loaned out when 
needed. 

• Twelve members had an enjoyable visit to 
Bickham House at Kenn in July and we 
are planning another outing during 2011.  

• Over 70% of newsletters are now sent by 
Email, so we have managed to cut our 
carbon footprint. 

I must announce that regretfully our annual 
subscriptions are to be increased next year to 
£10 per individual, or £15 per couple, but the 

Committee does feel that this is still good 
value. 
Finally, may I give you my best wishes, have 
a wonderful evening a very merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year;  thank you all for 
supporting the club throughout 2010.” 
Our Treasurer, Sue Stephens, then provided 
copies of the Club’s financial statement, 
which indicated a very tidy set of accounts.   
Sue explained that the need for the rise in 
subscription  related directly to the increasing 
cost of providing fees and travelling expenses 
for our speakers. 
With the close of business, it was agreed that 
the Quiz be abandoned and everyone 
celebrated the festive season by imbibing in 
the food and drink provided before making an 
early escape home, before the weather 
seriously closed in. 
On Thursday, 17 February, we will be 
welcoming John Walters, naturalist and 
wildlife artist, who will discuss Wildlife on 
Dartmoor;  it will be an open  meeting when 
visitors are welcome @ £2 on the door. 
2011 Subscriptions are now due at the 
increased rate of £10 for single membership, 
and £15 per couple.   Membership enquiries 
to Sue Stephens (860374). 

Liz Rogers  
 

 
Brentor Parish Council 

Parish Clerk. Vacant Position 
The present incumbent is retiring on 28th 
February after serving for the past eight years 
and is leaving the area. 
The Parish Council invites applications for the 

above Position. 
Closing date 12th February 2011 

Please register your interest and forward your 
Application to the Chairman of the Council. 
Mr J.C.Burrows 
Gill House, Brentor 
Tavistock PL19 0LR        tel. 01822 810494 
 
Pancakes, Pancakes! 
This year we will be celebrating Shrove 
Tuesday on March 8 at Brentor Village Hall 
from 6pm onwards. We invite families to join 
us and the children will have the opportunity 
to create their own pancakes with Sally and 
to enjoy some board games with their friends. 
Adults £5(Savoury and sweet pancakes and 
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refreshments) Donations invited, to cover the 
cost of children’s supper. Please let me know 
if you are coming along so I know how many 
we are catering for!! 
Sally Pancheri 
810285 
sally@sallysholidaycottage.co.uk 
 
 

Brentor Wine Evening 

 

 
Friday 25th 
February, 8.00pm 
Village Hall 

Tickets are already going fast for our 
annual attempt to dispel The Winter 
Gloom.   At this year’s Brentor Wine 
Evening we’ll be enjoying more 
presentations on interesting wines – and 
looking forward to the tastings! 
Highlights will be Pat Blower on 
FairTrade Wines, Tim Beavon on Wines 
from Portugal and Mike Gadd (you may 
know him…) on some Big Reds from The 
New World.  In addition and by popular 
demand, we’ll have another Robin 
Burdfield competition to challenge your 
taste buds – plus a raffle for a splendid 
set of wine glasses and a bottle of 
something rather especially good. 
Water and biscuits will be on the tables – 
please bring anything more substantial if 
needed.  Tickets are £8 from Liz on 
810083, money in advance please – and 
we’d appreciate payment from those who 
have already requested tickets! 

John Wheeler 810083 
 

 

Take Time to Look at 
Forgiveness 
A powerful exhibition of words and 
photographs looking at forgiveness is coming 
to Tavistock in February.  

 THE F WORD: images of forgiveness, tells 
the stories of people who are learning to 
forgive, reconcile or move on after their lives 
have been shattered by violence, tragedy and 
injustice. This must-see exhibition will be at 
Tavistock Town Hall between 10am-4pm 
from 24-26 February.  
The exhibition features the story of 
Tavistock’s Camilla Carr and Jon James, who 
were held hostage in Chechnya for 14-
months after going there to set up a 
rehabilitation centre for traumatised war-
children.  Camilla and Jon will be giving a talk 
about their experiences on Tuesday 22 
February at Tavistock United Reformed 
Church on Russell Street at 7:30pm. 
For all enquiries about February’s 
exhibition in Tavistock, call Carolyn Burch 
on 01566 785171 or David Williams on 
01822 610615 
 

  
 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? 
House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   
Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? 
Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 
 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 
01822 810 795 
07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman  
Call for a Free Quote.  

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 
 
 
Winter Service On The Roads 
Despite the fact that the worst of the winter is 
(hopefully) over the Parish Council has some 
information about the road service in winter. 
In this era of austerity West Devon Borough 
Council has stated that it is neither 
practicable nor cost effective to treat all 8,000 
miles of Devon’s roads. They have thus 
divided it into three networks: 
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The precautionary network (primary 
network) -  This is what will be treated 
whenever there is a risk of ice or snow, 
allowing access to settlements with 
populations of over 500. Brentor’s population 
falls around about 350, so the nearest roads 
to us to be gritted will be the A386 between 
Tavistock and Okehampton and the 
Tavistock to Lydford B road. 
The secondary network. - This is the 
additional network that will be treated during 
periods of extended freezing, to provide the 
best route into settlements where the 
population is over 100.  They have currently 
chosen the road down into Brentor from the 
Lydford road only as far as the War 
memorial.  However, the Parish Council is 
challenging this, as this route makes no 
allowance for children to get to school, nor for 
the regular bus service.  
The resilience network. - This is a vastly 
reduced network that will be treated if there 
are resource constraints such as a shortage 
of salt. This will consist only of the A roads, 
access to market towns and to 24 hour 
emergency facilities. 
The Parish Council has asked for extra grit 
bins to be placed around the Parish, but we 
are by no means certain that this will be 
agreed within the timescale of this winter, and 
so far this has not happened.  Meanwhile you 
may have seen that extra plastic bags of salt 
were left and that the grit bins have been 
topped up during the recent snow.  Sadly 
some of the bags were stolen, or in one case 
what appears to be a case of vandalism by 
being poured away down the spring in the 
centre of the village.  If you do help by 
spreading salt from the bins, WDBC have 
asked that you use it sparingly.  A tiny 
handful can cover a huge area, so flick small 
amounts across as wide an area as you can!  
We will be making every effort to ensure that 
the bins are replenished when they need to 
be, and again, so far this seems to be 
working. 

Simon Martin Parish Councillor 
 

Redbark Willow CuttingsAvailable 
 I'll be pollarding my redbark willows 
[probably salix delphinoides] this month. The 
cuttings will 7 or 8 feet, with attractive dark 
red bark. If anyone wants the cuttings, either 
for planting or wickerwork, they can contact 
me at 3 Hammer Park, 810834. 
    Kim Landers 

Liddaton Down 
- tree felling for firewood? 
In January two trees were felled on Liddaton 
Down and the timber removed. The work was 
not carried out by the Brentor Commons 
Association and we have not received any 
notification of activity from the Commoners. 
Presumably the trees were felled for firewood 
by freelance operators using a chain saw and 
a vehicle. 
In managing the commons it is important that 
tree felling is planned to ensure habitat 
protection and proper coppicing rotation, and 
to protect the rights of the commoners. 
Any tree felling on Bowden or Liddaton Down 
carried out by the Brentor Commons 
Association will be announced in advance in 
the Brentor News.  
We would be grateful if you could call one of 
us if you see any un-notified tree felling under 
way on either site. 

Mike Whitfield 810209  
Will Walker-Smith 860165 

 
 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair 

of 
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Competitive Rates 

 
SKITTLES EVENING?? 
Would you be interested in joining us to play 
skittles, for fun and practice, on a Weds 
evening? 
If so please phone Sheryl 870554 
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For Sale 

Full-size Child’s Desk Unit 
In wood, tip-up desk top and seat, 

complete  
with original ceramic inkwell. 

Very sturdy, c1950s(?) 
In good condition. 

£65  
Wheeler – 810083 

 

Wanted! 
Help in the Home 
Good rate of pay for  

6 hours cleaning per month 
in two 3-hour sessions. 

Wheeler - 810083 
 
 

Jurassic Journey 
an audio-visual celebration of the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site 

by Ben Osborne 
 

Mary Tavy Coronation Hall 
Sunday 13th February 7.30pm 

Tickets Adult £7, Child £4, Family £19 
 tel: 810454/ on door/ Mary Tavy Post Office 

 

Diary Dates 
February                                    Events held in Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated 
 
Tuesdays  7.00pm Yoga Jennifer Heyworth 810137 
Saturday 5th 1.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl  870554 
Sunday  6th.     09.45 am    Family service in Christchurch Eric Rhodes  
Saturday 12th Deadline for applications for 

 Parish Clerk position 
John Burrows 810494 

Sunday 13th 7.30pm 
Coronation Hall Mary Tavy 

Jurassic Journey 
By Ben Osborne 

 810454 

    
Thursday17th    Garden Club, The Wildlife of Dartmoor talk 

by John Walters naturalist& wildlife artist 
Alan Henbest  810088 

Friday 18th 7.00pm Pasta/Skittle Night Sheryl  870554 
Sunday 20th.    09.45  am   Holy Communion in Christchurch Eric Rhodes 810403 
Friday 25th 8.00pm Wine Evening Liz Wheeler 810083 
24-26  10am-4pm  THE F WORD: images of forgiveness 

 Tavistock Town Hall 
Carolyn Burch  
David Williams   

01566 785171 
01822 610615 

March    
Tuesday 8th 6.00pm Pancakes, pancakes, pancakes Sally Pancheri 810285 
Saturday 12th 8.00pm Villages in Action - Bec Appleby Rick Blower 810600 
Thursday 17th 7.30pm Garden Club, Talk by Miranda Allhusen 

County Organizer of National Gardens 
Scheme 

Alan Henbest  810088 

Friday 25th  7.45pm Louise Parker sings Billie Holiday Colin Dawes 811079 
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Brentor News key facts 
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to 
the BCT would be appreciated.     
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'.  
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and 
phone number on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the website 
should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net   
Editorial team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com – Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com – John 
Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net 

 
 
The procedure for airing controversial issues in the Brentor News. 
 

1. Letters or articles concerning controversial matters of general interest to the 
residents of Brentor should be sent to the editor of the next issue, at least two 
weeks before the announced copy date date. 

 
2. All three editors will consider the contribution and may wish to discuss its contents 

with the author until an agreed text is obtained. If the comments are addressed to or 
directly affect another organisation or individual, this text will then be sent to them, 
requesting a response for publication. 

 
3. Both contributions will be published together in the following Brentor News. If no 

response is received this fact will be published instead.  In this issue the editors 
may also request comments from Brentor residents which will be published in the 
following month’s Brentor News.  

 
4. No further correspondence or articles on the issue will be published unless the 

editors consider that they aid the move towards a resolution of the matter in 
question. 

 
Throughout this process, the editors will reserve the right to edit contributions and to 
refuse to publish items of an inflammatory or libellous nature 
 

Rick Blower, Dave Williams, John Wheeler, Mike Whitfield

 
 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition   
Tuesday 22nd February  to 

John Wheeler 810083      johnw@brentor.net 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

Contributions to the discussion on The Housing Needs Survey should be submitted to John 
Wheeler by Tuesday 15th February – seven days before the normal copy deadline 
 


