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Last Call for
Brentorians Farce

Brentor’s own amateur
theatrical group – the

Brentorians
proudly presents

The Man from The Ministry
By Roger Burgess

This amateur production is presented by
arrangement with Comedy Plays

This very funny farce all starts when news
arrives that a government inspector has been
sent to inspect the running of the provincial
town of Belwick.
Whilst various officials are quaking in their
boots, not so the wife and daughter of the
Mayor who look forward with relish to the
visit of a man of learning, culture and charm to
their remote provincial world.
The stage is set for misunderstanding,
romantic intrigue and corruption at the highest
level in this riotously funny production.
The play will be presented at The Brentor
Village Hall on Thursday April 7th,  Friday
April 8th and Saturday April 9th.  There are still
tickets available for each of the performances
The curtain rises each night at 7:30 pm but be
there in good time for pre-performance drinks.

Tickets are priced at £5 per adult, £2.50  per
child or £12.50 for a family ticket (2 adults, 2
children), and are available from

Helen de Carles at the Box Office on 810412

Easter Fair

Saturday 23rd April 2011
11am – 3pm

Stalls – pottery, jewellery,
textiles, art work, olive oils,
produce and more!

Easter Egg Hunt

Refreshments – including
Sheryl’s famous bacon rolls!

Raffle

We look forward to seeing you there.

Lisa (810473), Janet (860445) and
Elaine (810088)

COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 2nd April 10.30-12.00
Meet up with friends and neighbours

over bacon rolls, homemade
cakes, tea/coffee.

Brentor News



BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB REPORT FOR APRIL
BRENTOR NEWS

On 17 February some 40 adults plus several
children thoroughly enjoyed the presentation
given by John Walters;  a naturalist who lives in
Buckfastleigh, and his informative talk was
illustrated with more than 80 excellent
photographs, drawings and video clips.
His garden is very much a wildflower and wildlife
garden. He showed photos of mating toads in his
pond – one female and lots of males!  Alongside
on a nearby road, there is a steep bank contain-
ing many examples of the Deptford Pink, a very
rare plant, which flowers in June/ July.
Another rare plant he discovered near
Buckfastleigh, after much searching, is the
diminutive yellow Bog Orchid.
He showed pictures of the Fairy Shrimp which
exists in temporary shallow pools after rain.
This was on Whitchurch Down; the shrimp eggs
can survive in the mud for many months if
necessary.
Rare butterflies such as the Marsh Fritillary
and the only British green butterfly, the Green
Hairstreak exist on Dartmoor, along with the
Vapourer Moth, whose female does not have
wings, and the Emperor Moth, which can detect
the female pheromone scent from over a mile
away.  It is the mating season for adders in
February/ March and they can be seen in warm
weather. An amazing video was shown of male
adders fighting, but it looked like they were
dancing!
Roe Deer are thriving in the Dartmoor wood-
lands. John’s advice is to stay absolutely still if
you come across any, and they may not detect
you. Mating takes place in July when they will
chase each other around in a circle, often form-
ing a rut in the ground, which is where the word
‘rutting’ comes from.
The Ash Black Slug grows up to a foot long, but
is preyed on by the Blue Ground Beetle, which
rather disgustingly injects digestive juices into
the slug, which dissolves it, whereby the ‘soup’ is
sucked up by the beetle!
Some delightful pictures and video footage was
shown of long tailed tits all huddling together to
keep warm in winter.  Although amusing to
watch, this is a survival technique, where those
on the outside may well die.   The cuckoo usually
lays an egg in the nest of a Meadow Pipit, Dart-

lays an egg in the nest of a Meadow Pipit, Dart-
moor’s most common bird. The cuckoo then flies
off to Africa!  The cuckoo is first to hatch,
then it proceeds to push all the other eggs out
of the nest. John showed some remarkable pho-
tographs and video of the Meadow Pipit feeding
the fledgling, although the young cuckoo eventu-
ally grew to be about 5 times bigger than the
pipit!   Using small hides and camouflage netting,
John manages to get remarkably close to film
birds, and he showed footage of many birds in-
cluding Wood Warbler, Willow Warbler, Red-
start, Wheatear, Whinchat, Bullfinch, Nightjar,
etc.

Ron Quilter

-oOo-

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, 14 April
(this is the 2nd Thursday!) in the form of “Gardeners’
Question Time”, when our panel will include Steve
Eyre (Bickham House), David Hatchett (Lydford
Alpines) and Michael Taylor (Endsleigh Nursery),
Members and friends are invited to come along armed
with plenty of their gardening questions.The meeting
will be held from 7.30 pm in Brentor Village and
visitors will be very welcome @ £2 on the door.
Membership enquiries to Sue Stephens, Tel: 01822
860364

New contact details of the Clerk to  the Parish
Council

Debbie Ashton Clerk to Brentor Parish Council

36 Marythorne Road, Bere Alston

YELVERTON Devon PL20 7BZ

Tel: 01822 841173 or 07899 655962 (Mon to Fri
9am to 4pm)

www.brentorvillage.org                                     

The Beacon bus 118 timetable has been revised from 11th

April 2011. The one major change has been the cutting of
the 18.50 from Tavistock due to the reduction of subsidy
from Devon County Council. This means that the last bus
from Tavistock now leaves at 17.45 Monday to Saturday.
The early service in to Tavistock had been under threat
but due to successful campaigning by villagers, parish and
district councillors and the support of our MP this has
been retained.     Roz Catlow.



QUIZ NIGHT: Saturday 7th May, Brentor
Village Hall

This is a fund raiser for Ataxia UK, a charity that
supports the development of research, treatment
and care for people suffering with
various forms of Ataxia, a term that covers a wide
range of neurological disorders that affect
balance and coordination. The fund raiser is part
of a series of events being organised by Susanna
Harley and Jason Libby following their daughter,
Rebekah's, diagnosis with a rare form of ataxia in
2009.
Doors open 7:30; pens at the ready for 8:00
Teams of no more than 6 people.
Please bring drink and nibbles.

We look forward to seeing you there!
£4.00 per person on the door (if any available) or
in advance fromSusanna Harley on 01822
810180 or smharley@tiscali.co.uk                                     

Some of you may have noticed over the last few
months my running around the village and
surrounding areas through rain, snow and shine,
and in the morning, noon and night. I am in
training for the London Marathon which takes
place on 17 April 2011. I am running the
marathon for Ataxia UK as part of Susanna and
my fund raising endeavours. If you would like to
sponsor me on my run I would be very grateful of
your support. You can sponsor me either by
calling in at Woodford House,
Brentor or online at www.justgiving.com/Jason-                                           
Libby,where                    

A further fundraiser for Ataxia UK is:

The Advocates
-and-

Dad Dancing

Saturday 14th May, 8pm 'til late,
at Brentor Village Hall

£4 on the door (£2 for under 18's) or book in
advance from Susanna Harley on 01822 810180
or smharley@tiscali.co.uk

Please bring a bottle, polish your dancing shoes
and frug away for a good cause.

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee                                                                                
AGM         

7.30pm Thursday 28                                   th     of April              

     Come and support the running of our newly
refurbished Hall. We are a friendly & inclusive

committee, so come & join us for coffee, and cake too!

Hope to see you there.

Dave Williams; Chair; 810375

 Brentor Wine Evening: Friday 13th
May

 8.00pm Brentor Village Hall

Our deferred wine evening is on course
for the revised date in May.

Final details next month, but we are taking
bookings - numbers are limited.
Tickets £8.00 from Liz on 810083, money in
advance please.
John Wheeler.

JUMBLE SALE AT BRENTOR
VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 7th May
1.30-3 ish...

20p entrance
The hall will be open to receive jumble

on Friday 6th 6-7pm
and during the coffee morning on

Saturday 7th.
If you need good quality jumble

collecting, please phone
Sheryl 870554

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 7th May 10.30-12

Meet up with friends and neighbours
over bacon rolls, homemade

cakes, tea/coffee.
We would like to run a Gluttony Table,

bring or buy. Please support.



Brentor News Key Facts

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.
If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emails to you, send your request to
johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert  insertion should be sent to
Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust.
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author’s
name and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested
otherwise. Any comments on the website should be sent to Colin Dawes - colin.dawes@virgin.net
Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com
- John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Final Copy Date for the next edition, Sunday 24th April, to
Mike Whitfield 810209: mikewhit@btinternet.com

Diary Dates
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated

April 2011
Sat 2nd:         10.30 - 12.00        Coffee morning Sheryl Burroughs                870554
Sat 2nd          7.30pm                Villages in Action:  Publick Transport present; The Department
                                                of Smelling pistakes. Lydford Nichols Hall       Adrian 820
Wed 6th:        7.30pm                Church AGM, Christchurch
Thurs:7th        7.30pm                Brentorians; The man from the Ministry
Fri 8th:           7.30pm                Brentorians; The man from the Ministry
Sat 9th:          7.30pm                Brentorians; The man from the Ministry
Tues 12th       7.00pm                Yoga                                  Jennifer                        810137
Thurs 14th:     7.30pm                Garden Club; Gardener’s Question Time. Alan Henbest                810088
Sun 17th:       !0.30 - 12.30         Playing Field Maintenance Day               Dave Williams               810375
Mon 18th:       7.30pm                Annual Parish meeting
Sat 23rd:        11.00 - 3.00pm     Easter Fayre.
Thurs 28th:     7.30pm                Village Hall & Playing Field Committee AGM         

May 2011
Tues  7.00pm                  Yoga Jennifer Heyworth    810137
Sat 7th:        10.30 - 12.00          Coffee Morning          Sheryl Burroughs    870554
Sat 7th:         1.30 - 3.00pm        Jumble Sale                                              Sheryl Burroughs       870554
Sat 7th:         7.30 for 8.00pm     Quiz Night                                                 Susanna                   810180
Fri 13th:        8.00pm                  Wine evening                   John  Wheeler    810083
Sat 14th:       8.00pm - til late       The Advocates & Dad Dancing                   Susanna                   810180
Thur 19th      7.30pm                  Garden Club Nature in the Garden   Alan Henbest    810088
Fri 20th         7.00pm                  Curry Supper for Christian Aid                     Sue Rhodes              810403
Sun 22nd:     2 - 6.00pm             Garden Visit Thorn Cottage                         Sally Pancheri           810285

Hall bookings: Liz Wheeler 810083
All village Hall events and bookings are shown on the website calendar

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician
Commissioning, Servicing, and

Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:

Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk
Competitive Rates

CALLING ALL PLANTS!

Brentor Garden Club is planning to hold a Plant Sale
at the Village Hall on Saturday 28th May.

Donations of good quality, saleable plants will be
welcomed.Now the gardening season is begining
please pot or split up any excess plants to bring
along for sale.

Further details will be printed in the May edition of
the Brentor News.

Sue Stephens 860374



Garden Visit, Thorn Cottage.

We have been approached by St Luke's
Hospice to open the garden and woodland
on Sunday 22 May, from 2-6pm. We have
been lent a marquee and the offer of some
orchestral music, so please come along
and enjoy afternoon tea, music and the
garden whilst raising money for this very
worthwhile cause.

If anyone is able to lend a hand or donate
a cake, that would be fantastic.

Sally Pancheri 810285

Parish Council News

At the last meeting of the Parish Council held on
March 14th, the council was delighted to formally
appoint Debbie Ashton as Brentor Parish Clerk.
Debbie has experience as clerk to two other parishes
and has also acted as assistant clerk to Tavistock
Town Council.

The issue of payment for the running costs of the
toilets in the car park to the church on the Tor
(St. Michael’s) arose. West Devon Borough Council
has requested a contribution of £780 from Brentor
tax payers for the current year. This is an important
issue not least because of the Pandora box potential
in respect of other parish services, currently financed
by Devon and West Devon Councils, which could be
off-loaded onto parishes and their tax payers.

To this end it was resolved that the focus of the
Annual Parish Meeting will be a discussion on the
issue of financing the toilets and allied to that the
‘Localism’ bill.
This bill was briefly outlined in the Queen’s Speech
and can be seen as the enabling legislation
formalising the way Parishes select and pay for their
services.

The Annual Parish Meeting takes place on Monday
18th April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall. In addition
to the topics already outlined, this is the occasion
when local groups report on their activities and
debate current issues in the community. Resolutions
can be passed by simple majority voting for
subsequent consideration by the Parish Council.

Elections for West Devon Borough Council and
Brentor Parish Council and a referendum on the
Alternative Voting System, take place on May 5th. If
you wish to stand as a Brentor Parish Councillor,
your nomination should be lodged with West Devon
Borough Council by April 4th.
                                       Robin Burdfield  -  810412

Editor’s note:
Further information regarding forthcoming
elections can be found on the Brentor website.

If you're not already aware, draft Parish Council
minutes are now out - http://          
www.brentorvillage.org/docs/pdf/                                                       Coun-           
cil_meeting_March_2011_DRAFT.pdf.                                                                

or the parish council noticeboard at village hall                                                                            

Playing Field Maintenance Day 10.30 – 12.30                                                                            

Sunday 17                  th     of April              

Bring along your gardening tools, strimmers,
secateurs, grass cutters etc.We need as many
volunteers as can make it to keep this important
community resource in shape.

Coffee & light refreshments will be provided. Let
me know if you can make it.

Dave Williams

Chair BVH & Playing Field 810375



Church services

3rd. 9.45.am Christchurch. Special family service for
Mothering Sunday.

6th. 7.00pm Christchurch. Holy Communion. Followed
by annual parish meeting.

10th. No service in Brentor ; 17th. No service in Brentor

21st. Maunday Thursday. 6.30pm Christchurch. Holy
Communion

22nd. Good Friday. 4.00pm. Christchurch. Family service

24th. Easter Day. 9.45am. Christchurch. Family service

6.30p.m. St.Michaels. Holy Communion

1st.May 9.45am. Christchurch. Family seervice.

6.30pm St.Michaels. Evensong

Saturday 2nd.April. Workshop for Mothering Sunday.
4.30 -6.00pm Thorn Cottage

Wednesday. 6th. Annual Parish Meeting in Christchurch
at 7.30pm precede at 7.00pm by Holy Communion. Ev-
eryone welcome.

Saturday 16th. Spring clean at St.Michaels. 10.00-
12.00am. Any volunteers please!!

The Tavistock Team Ministry and the Brentor PCC would
like to wish everyone a very happy Eastertide.

Eric Rhodes on behalf of the PCC

PLAYING FIELD SUMMER FUN HALF DAY

A date for your diaries: Sunday July 17th we plan to
hold an afternoon of fun for everyone at the playing
field. Games/sports and hopefully a BBQ to
celebrate the start of the summer  holiday period.
More in the next Brentor news.

John Evans, for the Village Hall and Playing Field
committee.

CURRY SUPPER - Friday 20th May, 7.00

Advance notice of the annual Curry Supper, to
raise funds for Christian Aid. A social evening
with wonderful food. Put the date in your di-
aries, more detail next month.

Sue Rhodes tel.810403

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?
Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work?
Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795
07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman
Call for a Free Quote.

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Fund raising for St Michael’s

Just a reminder that we still have a stock of items to
raise money for St. Michael's Church. They are
decorated with photographs by Colin Sargent.

We have---mugs, coasters, fridge magnets, mouse
mats, magnetic notice boards and key rings. Also,
there are 5 different 10" x 8" mounted prints by
Colin available, and greetings cards of the church in
the snow. I shall again be sitting in the church in the
afternoons with a range of goodies to sell. If anyone
has a little time to spare to help to do this - you will
find it very rewarding and it is nice for visitors to be
greeted by a friendly smile. I have a stock at home
too. Do contact me on 810 555.

P.S. I shall have a table with the above at the Easter
Fair.

Jennifer Venning

The Brentor Church AGM is on the
Wednesday 6th April, in Christchurch. There
will be a short service at 7pm, then the meeting
will begin at 7.30.
All villagers are invited, and will be welcome!
In particular, the PCC want to discuss the
Mission Action Plan for the parish, including
proposals for Christchurch, an issue that we feel
the whole village should be involved in.
---------------------------------------


