
This special edition of the Brentor News has been put together at short notice with the aim of  providing the electorate with 
some information about each of the candidates before Parish Council Election Day on Thursday 16th June.    

With this in mind - and within a short period of time - we asked each candidate to let us have a response to the following 
question:

“Please explain in no more than 300 words why you consider that you should be elected to the Brentor Parish Council.”

All candidates have submitted replies and the editors would like to say thank you for the response in each case.  These replies 
are printed below in alphabetical order of surname.  There is also an update to a recent article in the News from Debbie Ashton, 
the Parish Clerk.

Tim Beavon
I believe the Parish Council has an important role as a recognised body at which relevant concerns can be raised and considered.  
It is also able to speak with some authority to other organisations whose decisions have an impact locally. 

I have always had an involvement with community life, particularly as a founding trustee and treasurer of the West Devon 
Environmental Network (which became Westden) and as a member of the Village Hall and Playing Field Committee, which I 
chaired for 5 years.  

My work experience has given me a good understanding of the local authorities which influence what happens in Brentor.   Since 
setting up my own business I have continued to work to support local communities across the south west.  

The knowledge gained from my working life should be useful in helping Brentor Parish Council tackle the issues which it will 
face. 

My main ambition if elected is to ensure that decisions affecting Brentor are steered by local people who will be required to live 
with their consequences. 

I’m pleased that the Brentor News is able to give candidates the chance to write something to be read in every household in the 
parish.  It reinforces the valuable contribution it makes to the community.  

Sheila Burrows
I have been a resident of the Parish since 1996.  I have been employed as a specialist in the Ministry of Defence for many years, 
and as such have much experience in dealing with Government bodies at both a local and national level.  I have 2 children and 2 
stepchildren.

There is much change in the offing.  Apart from the emotive issues relating to new housing development the Localism Bill will 
mean changes to Council mandate and operation from a national down to a Parish level.  I believe if (and most likely when) the 
Localism Bill is passed then the Parish will need to have a committed professional Council used to dealing with Government and 
Local Authorities and used to the language and working methods of those organisations.  Unless this is the case the Parish will not 
be best served.

As wife of the last PC Chair I have been, for the last few years, close to the work of the Council.  There are many issues that the 
Council is required to address, much of those unfamiliar to most parishioners.  Parish Councillors work hard and give up much of 
their own time to serve the community unpaid, and often unthanked.

I have a busy full time career, but I think Brentor Parish is an amazing place to live, and I am willing to dedicate my time to aim 
to ensure that it continues to be so. The fact that we are to have an election indicates that there are others who, like me, care about 
this area, and are willing to give up their time to serve the Parish.  There has not been an election for many years: the fact there is 
one now means that the future Council will have the mandate of the Parish.  That can only be a good thing.
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John Burrows
I have been a resident in Brentor Parish since 1985, living in Gill House North Brentor for all of that time.  I am a Lieutenant in 
the Royal Navy and am due to leave the service in 2012.

One of the reasons that I did not put myself forward for election on 6th May is that I did not think that there would be enough 
candidates for there to be an election and did not want to just be co opted onto the Council.  It is my belief that co-opting is a 
device that allows the council to recruit new members without the expense of an election following the departure on a councillor 
for whatever reason.  For that reason I welcome the forthcoming election.

I have not fully read the Localism Bill which is currently passing through Parliament and is due to be debated in the House of 
Commons on 7th June.  More information about the bill can be found on the government website (just Google “Localism Bill”). 
For anyone without internet access I have downloaded a “Plain English Guide” which outlines the purpose of the Bill.  

It is my understanding that this proposed bill if passed will devolve considerably more power and influence down to parish 
councils and this is why I implore every parishioner who has a vote to use it on 16th June.  In order for the future Parish Council 
to be truly effective it must have the mandate of the parish.  

If I am elected will do my best to ensure that the Council is fully engaged in all the aspects of Localism as well as the many 
other responsibilities of a Parish Councillor to ensure that the interests of the Parish are best served.  

John Drury
Parish Councils exist to facilitate discussion and act whenever possible on matters affecting a Parish and its community to the 
satisfaction of the majority. Having lived in Brentor for eight years and supported many local objectives this is what I shall try to 
achieve if voted onto your Brentor Parish Council. 

The Council, with the assistance of the new Parish Clerk, needs to follow a clear code of conduct and not allow prejudicial 
interests to interfere in community choice. 

Important issues remain outstanding, some of which are below and others will arise needing new consideration. It is time for the 
Parish Council to resolve these old matters and to professionally address the new ones.

Some objectives:

• Get the Parish Council to support community initiatives to make improvements to the village within prudent financial limits 

• Recognise the increasing role of the Parish Council and to ensure that Brentor benefits from potential funding 

• Actively push for road repairs, road gritting, drainage issues and other maintenance work in the village. Meet with DNP and 
WDBC when issues need to be pursued and lobbying utility providers to improve internet connection etc.  

• Ensure that planning issues are consulted and properly commented upon by the Parish Council. 

• Ensure that any affordable housing is in the right location and built to a suitable design. 

• Ensure that the Brentor Church toilets remain open at little or no cost to the village. 

• Recognise the valuable work of the Village Hall and Playing Field Committee, the Brentor News and the Village Archive 
and provide support where necessary 

• Spend time between meetings listening to the views of residents, provide prompt responses and represent their views to 
appropriate bodies.

Jean Crocker
For those of you that don't know me or are new to the Parish, I arrived in Brentor with my family in 1984, some 27 years ago.  
I was the licensee of the Brentor Inn where I spent over 5 very busy and enjoyable years.
 

I am now married to a local farmer and live at Woodlands Farm, Brentor.  Now retired I have  more time to  be able to 
concentrate positively on the future of our village and deal with the modern day demands on it.
 

I believe it is vital that we have a strong Parish Council that works together as a team with the Parishoners and various 
agencies to try to improve the infrastructure of the village so that all of us can enjoy living here.  It is also important that all 
methods of communication available are used to ensure that everyone is aware of what is happening in our village.
 
I want to use my time also to listen to you all and try to deal with your wishes, demands and any questions and to try to find a 
solution to your problems.



Cyril Friend
In 1931 I moved to the Parish, and have served as a Parish Councillor for the past 60 years.  Having worked for the Forestry 
Commission for many years, my area of expertise was as the Tree Warden and in all aspects of Wildlife.
 
I would like to be given to opportunity to continue to serve the Parish as a Councillor and to be part of a friendly and helpful  
Council that communicates affectively with the Parishioners.

Liz Hill
I am standing for the Parish Council because I have the time, energy and I believe, the skills to do the job.  Joe and I moved to 
Brentor initially part time in 2005 and then full time in 2008 when my job as a senior civil servant moved to the South West.  
In a Ministry of Justice reorganisation in 2009 the job disappeared and I retired at the end of that year from a career which 
began as a Trainee Probation Officer in 1976, included being Chief Probation Officer in Essex and eventually working for the 
MoJ.  I still work with a small criminal justice charity based in London but having been a senior manager for almost twenty 
years I have skills which I would like to use for the benefit of the community which is now my home. 

As a main grade officer and middle manager I represented my local area at national level in the union, then a professional 
body with a wide range of views among its members.  As a senior manager in probation and in the Civil Service I worked 
with colleagues from many different organisations, including the Health Service and the Prison Service, as well as with private 
sector providers.  In all these roles being able to understand, take account of and value different approaches and experience 
was essential to getting the job done.  I think working well on the parish council needs a similar commitment which I would 
bring, to ensure that the different needs and opinions of local people are properly represented and considered in local decision 
making.

Alex Midlen
Hello. 
I saw a call for Parish Councillors in the Brentor News and thought that I would put myself forward. Then I thought, “There 
are lots of people who don’t know me. How will they decide whether or not to vote for me?”  So here is a little information 
about myself. 

I live at Lydford Station; was born and brought up in Devon, and worked here some of my adult life. However, I have spent 
over 20 years living elsewhere and when my wife, daughter and I finally chose to move back it was to this area that we 
came. I work for a small charity in Plymouth, where I am its Chief Executive. In the past I have worked for many years in 
local government, and still have a lot of contact with local and central government. My professional experience is mainly in 
connection with planning and environment, and community development. Through this work I have had some dealings with 
Parish Councils and understand the basics of their role, what they can and can’t do, and how they should conduct themselves. 
I also know a fair bit about the role of local authorities and other agencies and how to work with them. 

I don’t have any particular view regarding the burning issues in Brentor parish, whatever they might be, my main concern 
being that decisions are made fairly and prudently. I am generally enthusiastic about community activity; I recognise that new 
building and development is sometimes needed, but it must be very carefully considered and of good quality; and I love the 
landscape around here and the farming activity that maintains it.

Please do consider voting for me.

Andrew Stone
I’m Andy (35) and my wife is Emma, we have been together nearly 17 years since meeting at University, and it was always 
Emma’s dream to move back down to Dartmoor where she grew up.  Emma’s great grandparents lived in Brentor and her 
grandmother was born here. I grew up in Hampshire and have always enjoyed Rugby and the outdoors.

We purchased the Brentor Inn with Emma’s parents and as I am sure you are aware have had a number of complications with 
the renovation. I would like to reiterate that the Inn will be reopened.

I am pleased to say that since moving to Brentor we have had a daughter Lydia (3) and son Dominic (1) both born in the 
Brentor Inn and christened at St Michaels.

Emma and I are both engineers and following a career in manufacturing (with Rolls-Royce and Alcoa) I have moved into 
Health & Safety. I work for Wrigley’s in Plymouth as Security, Environmental, Health & Safety Manager and now enjoy more 
sociable hours.

When first moving to the village I attended a few of parish council meetings and then felt that I would like to be involved, but 
due to other commitments I wasn’t able to dedicate enough time.  I now feel I am in a position to do so and that is the reason 
for my nomination.

I believe I can bring dedication, provide a young families perspective and obviously my expertise in Environmental and 
Health & Safety to the parish if required. I am used to working with a wide range of associates at work, facilitating teams and 
successfully completing goals. I hope to use these skills if I am chosen to help the parish continue to grow into a community 
that we can all be part of.



Parish Council Election 16th June - It's now up to you to have your say........

If you haven't yet heard, there's going to be a Parish Council election on 16th June 2011 after a fantastic NINE 
nominations were received by WDBC. This will be the first election for many years giving the community a 
chance to have their say on who they would like to represent them.

Please note that to vote, you must be on the electoral register. Please contact WDBC on 01822 813665 
or elections@westdevon.gov.uk or visit www.westdevon.gov.uk  (select Services then Electoral Services) for 
advice.

There won't be any polling cards for this election but you don't need them - you just need to give your name and 
address at the polling station and instructions on how to vote will be given by staff when you are handed your 
ballot paper. The ballot paper will have the names of all the nominees - you may vote for up to but no more 
than 6 candidates. Successful candidates will be voted in using the first past the post system. 

Polling stations will be at the usual venues (Brentor Village Hall and Nicholls Hall, Lydford) and will be open 
from 7.00am until 10.00pm

WDBC has indicated that it won't take too long for the results to come through - I will post the results on www.
brentorvillage.org  and noticeboards as soon as I get them.

I've scheduled the first meeting of the new Council for 23rd June at 7.30pm at Brentor Village Hall - the agenda 
will be published and issued as soon as the results are announced. 

Debbie Ashton
Clerk to Brentor Parish Council

36 Marythorne Road, Bere Alston, YELVERTON, PL20 7BZ
Tel: 01822 841173 or 07899 655962 (Mon to Fri 9am to 4pm)

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name 
and phone number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. 
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team: 
Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 
– John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

FINAL COPY DATE - for the July edition
Friday 24th June - to Rick Blower:  r.blower@btinternet.com


