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BRENTOR VILLAGE SHOW
Countdown has started for this year’s Produce Show and 
it is time to think seriously about what classes to enter.
Every year we hear the same comments as residents view 
the exhibits after judging, “My (tomatoes, runner beans, 
flowers etc) are just as good as that!”

So why not be brave and enter? The Brentor Show is a 
friendly village event and we welcome all entries. They 
don’t have to be perfect – yours may well be the best on 
the day!

The theme for the show is “Make do & mend” so not 
a lot of expense involved just some creative thinking. 
With this in mind a small group in Brentor has stitched 
a patchwork quilt entirely from scrap materials. The aim 
is to raise funds for the village hall and playing field by 
selling chances to win this lovely quilt. The draw to find 
the lucky winner will be made at the Christmas Fair.

*   *   *   *   *
Entry forms and schedules have already been distributed 
but copies can be found at the back of Christchurch or 
from Peggy Biggs at the Old Post Office.

*   *   *   *   *

We would like to remind all 2010 cup winners to 
return their trophies to one of the show organizers 
by the end of August.

Items suitable for the Tombola table are needed. 
There will be a box outside the village hall from the 
beginning of August for items that could go on our 
usually very successful tombola stall. Tins, bottles, 
biscuits, sweets, toiletries etc will all be gratefully 
received.

Proceeds from the village show are used to benefit 
the village hall and playing field. We have recently 
provided new football goal posts and nets for the 
playing field and a large gazebo to be used at village 
events.

Once again sunshine has been ordered for Saturday 
3rd September (alas very rarely delivered).  Do make 
2011 a bumper year for exhibits: we very much look 
forward to seeing you all on the day come rain or 
shine!

Village Show Organizers
Elaine, Judy, Kate, Lisa & Sue

Brentor Commons Summer Picnic
Sunday 21st August 3.30pm

Come and enjoy a glass of Pimms, bring a picnic to share, chairs (a table if you have one) and rugs etc, meet up 
with friends and hear about the conservation work that has been taking place on the commons.

I’m sure the sun will shine so we will have a gazebo if we need some shade.

Meet on Bowden Down, opposite side of the road to the ash tree, where we had the yurt. Look forward to 
seeing you.

Will Walker-Smith 860165

Brentor Commons - scrub clearance on 
Bowden Down last year: report on page 2. 
Photo - Mike Whitfield
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Brentor Garden
Club

Members’ Visit to Glendale Nursery 
at Lifton on 16th June
A group of thirteen Garden Club members met at 
Glenvale Nursery for a private opening of the nursery. We 
were welcomed by Lindsey and her partner who took over 
the business 2 to 3 years ago. They are building a house 
on the land which will soon be completed and will make 
life much  easier when they are permanently on site.

The nursery is being redeveloped but even now has a 
good selection of perennial plants, herbs and roses. We 
were rather late in the season for bedding plants but 
those that were left were available at bargain prices. Of 
course we all ended up buying plants which now need 
to find new homes. Gardeners and Nurseries have a fatal 
attraction!

Glenvale Nursery can be found at Tinhay which is on 
the outskirts of Lifton village. Turn left onto the old A30 
at the Ambrosia factory and after about 200 yards turn 
right, the nursery is about a quarter of a mile further on. 
Glenvale is open 9.30am -5.00pm except on Wednesday 
when they are closed all day and 10.00am – 4.00pm
on Sunday.      
  Sue Stephens

Future Events:  There will be no members’ event during 
August, so the next meeting will be in Brentor Village 
Hall at 7.30 on Thursday, 15 September, when Tim Ellis 
will give a talk on Euphorbias.

Brentor Commons Association 
Slide shows presented at our recent AGM illustrated the 
progress that has been made since the Association began 
managing Bowden and Liddaton Downs in 2005. Access 
to both Downs has been improved and has also been made 
more secure by the fencing of the mine workings. Habitats 
for rare species (e.g. butterflies, bats, pond creatures) have 
been identified and improved. Environmental education 
projects have encompassed primary school children, university 
undergraduates and postgraduates, and environmental 
volunteers. Management of scrub and bracken has progressed 
year on year, though not as rapidly as we would like.

2010 was particularly active. The most notable achievement 
was the professional clearance in June of contamination from 
Liddaton Pond (a nationally significant habitat), funded by a 
Plymouth University Community Research Award.

The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers helped with 
gorse clearance and coppicing in February to improve habitats 
for butterflies. Surveys of the distribution of violets on both 
Downs in April were again followed by sightings of small 
pearl bordered fritillaries in June. With help and guidance 
from the Devon Wildlife Trust, scrub clearance was carried out 
on both Downs in November to encourage breeding by these 
increasingly scarce butterflies.

Carey Valley Woodlands carried out topping and cutting on 
both Downs in March to begin a new phase in the grassland 
management. Path clearance was also carried out to improve 
access on both Downs and the quad bike and bracken bruiser 
were used on the Bowden Down in August. In October, Devon 
County Council cleared the well used bridleway over Bowden 
Down. 

The Association is a registered charity which has vested the 
ownership of the land with the Official Custodian for the 
benefit of the Parish. If you are interested in wildlife and the 
development of a diverse environment then you are welcome 
to join us.

Mike Whitfield 810209

Fun Day - but not at the playing field!
This is a new event on the Brentor calendar, but sadly the weather on 17th July prevented the whole event 
from being held at the playing field.  By relocating to the Village Hall the fun races were run between rain 
showers on the new grass area, and the games, coconut shy,competitions and barbeque went ahead.  Even some 
of the football finally happened at the playing field despite bouts of heavy rain!  About £375 was raised and 
all proceeds will go to support the playing field.  Now that there is no cricket team using the field there is no 
regular income to pay for grass cutting and maintenance, so these funds are very welcome!

Thank you to everyone who organised and came along!

Photo - Colin Dawes



Devon Tithe Map project
The Devon Record Office (DRO) has digitised all 
the Devon Tithe Maps (c1840) and is looking for 
volunteers across the county to transcribe the 1840 
apportionments for each parish. Tithe maps show 
historical information about each plot of land in each 
parish - land use, owner, tenant, historic name and 
so on.

The volunteer would need to spend a few days 
transcribing the apportionment details, supplied by 
DRO on a disk along with simple instructions on what 
is required, on to an Excel spreadsheet.

DRO plan for all this information to be eventually 
displayed on-line in some form so the public is able to 
access it.

If you would like to volunteer, please contact DRO on 
01392 382253 or e-mail devrec@devon.gov.uk

Details of the project can be found online at 
www.devon.gov.uk/dro_tithe_map_project.pdf   

More information on the Devon Tithe Maps can be 
found at www.devon.gov.uk/tithe_records.

Debbie Ashton 

BOULES
 
at the Village Hall
 
Friday 19th August 6pm

BBQ (burgers and sausages available to buy)
please bring salads to share, and your own drink
 
It would be handy to know numbers, please phone
Sheryl 870554

If weather is bad we would have to cancel.

Brentor Housing Needs Survey 
- Full Report now available to Parishioners

Following a request by the Parish Council, the Devon 
Rural Housing Partnership has now agreed that the full 
report of the recent Brentor Housing Needs Survey 
can now be made available from the Parish Council to 
parishioners only on condition that the report is not to 
be published in a format where it can be accessed by the 
wider public i.e. on the website.

For a copy of the report, please contact the Clerk with a 
confirmation of your address in the parish.

Debbie Ashton (Parish Clerk)
Brentor Parish Council, 
36 Marythorne Road, Bere Alston, PL20 7BZ
brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
01822 841173 (Mon to Fri 9am to 4pm)

BRENTOR FIVE-A-SIDE 
FOOTBALL
Hey! Why not come for evening football 
on Wednesdays at the new pitch 
on the playing field!?

7.30 p.m. every Wednesday for the summer and 
autumn.

All ages and abilities welcome!!

STARTS WEDNESDAY 3RD AUGUST 7.30 PM

Beni and John Evans  810629



FINAL COPY DATE - for the September Edition
Monday 22nd August - to Rick Blower:  r.blower@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - All events at the village hall - unless otherwise indicated.

Wednesdays from Aug 3rd - Five-a-Side Football, 7.30pm at the playing field John Evans 810629

August
Mon  1st 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Debbie Ashton 841173
Fri  19th 6.00pm Boules Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Sun  21st 3.30pm Brentor Commons Summer Picnic - Bowden Down Will Walker-Smith 860165

September
Sat 3rd 2.00pm Brentor Village Show Elaine Henbest 810088
Thu  15th 7.30pm Garden Club - "Euphorbias" Sue Stephens 860374
Mon  19th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Debbie Ashton 841173

  
For all hall bookings & enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083
  

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar, which can be accessed directly at:
www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm 

Please check availability before making a booking request.

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 
parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name 
and phone number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. 
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team:   Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com
   Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com
   John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?
Renovations?  Building Work?

Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795
07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman 
Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed


