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BRENTOR CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 

SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER 

 

AN ALL DAY EVENT 

 

GIFT & PRODUCE STALLS 

 

GRAND PRIZE DRAW 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

 

Christingle Service Sunday December 18th 

4.30pm 

 

Surprise Surprise! 

 
As part of the Brentor Christingle Service on the 
18th December we are planning a nativity play with 
a difference, based on a fictitious TV programme 
called Surprise Surprise. There will be a rehearsal 
on Saturday 17 December at 2.00pm. To simplify 
the day we will allocate parts and words before the 
rehearsal. If your children would like to be involved 
please contact Mary Lovell, 810849, for more    
information, ASAP. If your children would like to be 
involved but can't make the rehearsal contact Mary 
anyway, as there are some simple parts.  
On Saturday 17 December we are also planning to 
make the Christingles at Thorn Cottage, from 
3.30pm. We have 36 to make so if you are able to 
help for an hour that would be great. Please let me 
know if you are coming along. Young people and 
adults most welcome.  
Sally Pancheri 810285 

Carol Concert 

Once again, there will be a Carol Concert in St 

Michaels Church on the Tor at 3:00 pm on 4th    

December. 

If the weather is really bad, we move to           
Christchurch Brentor. The unaccompanied singing 
by Canticorum is directed by Ian Hardy.  
The concert is complete with readings, gas lighting, 
mulled wine and mince pies. It lasts just over an 
hour as light quickly disappears after four o'clock. 
 Proceeds are collected as donations (suggested 
as £5 per person) go to St. Michael's church and 
the choir. 
 
Please arrive not too late, as seats are usually 
quickly filled!  

COFFEE MORNING/JUMBLE SALE 

 
I would like to pass on a big thank you to everyone 

who helped on Saturday 5th November, first at the 

coffee morning which must have been the busiest 

one ever. It was lovely and sunny, who would 

think that in November we'd be having coffee     

outside in the sun. 

Next, we have an amazing team who turn around 

the hall in 1 1/2 hrs and got set up for the Jumble 

Sale. 

It all worked like clockwork and was a great     

success.  

Overall we took £300 at these 2 events. Thank you 

to all who contributed. 

 

The next Coffee morning with bacon rolls etc 

will be on Saturday 7th January, 10.30-12. 

   A Very Happy Festive Holiday to all our readers 



Garden Club  Report 

The village hall was full of   

people on Thursday evening all  

eager to hear Sue Minter talk 

about the Healing Garden. 

She is well known for her work in 

creating the 4 acre Chelsea Physic 

garden and her book “ The Healing 

Garden” a Practical Guide on 

Physical and Mental Wellbeing 

based on the use of senses. She 

also worked as Horticulture     

Director at the Eden Project and 

was instrumental in the Millennium 

Pharmaceutical Garden there with 

20 plants that are very valuable 

for pharmaceutical drugs. Guides 

at Eden take around packets of 

tablets to show what herb is used 

in it. 

There are apparently more plants 

used in cancer treatment than any 

other product. Digitalis renata 

the  common foxglove is one.   

Daffodil bulbs especially       

narcissus carlton supply treatment 

for Alzheimer's disease. 

Opium poppy for morphine. Rosy     

periwinkle for Hodgson` disease. 

She also explained ways our own 

gardens can be healing, as colours 

affect our mood Red is       

stimulating, blues give a sense of 

space, and pastels have a calming 

effect. Also complementary colours 

reinforce themselves. Scent is the 

most important of the senses in 

the garden connected with memory 

especially useful in Alzheimer's. 

At Eden people are specifically 

encouraged to touch and smell the 

plants. 

Through the ages plants have been 

used to protect people from    

diseases and taking away unwanted 

smells! 

Sue showed slides of her work and 

examples of plants we could all 

use to help with healing in all 

sorts of ways. 

Her book “The Healing Garden” 

was for sale on the evening but 

is available from all book-

shops.  

 

Brentor  

Firework 

Night 

 

A big thank you to  

everyone who came to 

our first firework night 

on the 5th and to all those that helped organize and run 

the event. It proved hugely successful despite the fire 

showing a stubborn reluctance to light after all the rain; 

we will improve on this next year. The weather         

encouraged a strong turn out and particular thanks need 

to go to Alan Henbest for his excellent firework display 

that highlighted the amazing venue the playing field 

really is. Also thanks to Colin and Janet who produced 

some  excellent food and drinks from the old pavillion. 

A profit of £770 will certainly help towards the       

maintainance of the field and we will hope to run this 

event again next year.  

Dom 

Affordable Housing Event 
 
The Parish Council hosted a drop in event at the village 
hall between 4pm and 8pm on 10 November. Given 
that it is now Dartmoor National Park Authority’s policy 
to allow some affordable housing to serve the village of 
North Brentor the Council wanted to give parishioners 
the opportunity to understand how decisions on     
housing would be made. Officers from DNPA, West 
Devon Borough Council and the Community Council of 
Devon were present to answer questions including  
possible housing sites, policies governing who is eligible 
for affordable housing and the Housing Needs survey. 
The current situation is that the authorities consider 
that up to 10 houses would be appropriate for Brentor. 
Two sites have been suggested by landowners - other 
landowners could put forward additional sites for     
consideration. No firm proposal for development has 
come forward. DNPA will assess any proposed            
development against its policies and its Development 
Management Document, currently in draft form, will 
set out the relevant policies. Around 50 people         
attended the event. 
 
Tim Beavon 
Chair, Brentor Parish Council 

I really liked your fireworks and they were all      
amazing, I'd love it if you could do it next year and I 

just want to tell you again it was   AMAZING! Also I 

liked the bonfire and the hot chocolate was 

DELICIUOS!  

From Tessa Phelpstead! xxx  ooo !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



PARISH CLERK VACANCY  

 

Due to the current Parish Clerk’s recent              

resignation, Brentor Parish Council is now 

seeking to recruit a replacement.  

The ideal candidate will have strong        

administrative and organisational skills, sound 

experience of accounts and   budgets and be 

a good communicator. Fluent IT skills are  

essential and knowledge of  local government 

procedures is desirable. 

The successful candidate will have a   positive 

approach to playing a key role in Council’s 

work within the community and ideally have an 

interest in the parish of Brentor. 

The post is home-based for 15 hours per 

month (expenses given) which includes   

attendance at one evening public meeting on 

alternate months. Duties include publishing 

meeting agendas, producing minutes, ensuring 

proper procedures in accordance with  

statutory laws and  guidelines, liaising with  

contractors and outside bodies, communicating 

Council decisions and managing the finances 

of the Council. 

Training will be given by the outgoing Clerk. 

Salary will be up to £9.22ph depending on 

relevant experience.  

  

For further details on how to apply and job        

description, please contact Debbie Ashton 

(Parish Clerk) on  01822841173 or                                 

brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Closing date for applications: By 5pm Mon 12th 

December 2011.  

Interviews to be held on Mon 19th December 

2011 

Flood Emergency sandbags 

The Council have offered the village sand and 

sandbags in the case of an emergency. Sandbags 

are now available at Old Station House for use as 

required. These bags are empty but the council’s 

offer includes a limited supply of sand which is 

available too.  Once the sand runs out it will be up 

to individuals to supply their own!  The bags will 

be stored in the Gents loo and the sand is in the 

old cattle dock just beyond the first big gate be-

hind the horse box.  Sue and Eric Rhodes have 

kindly agreed to store these items so please check 

with them (810403) when collecting bags or sand. 

 

Paul Webster 

French Classes 
 
Would anybody be interested in a French       
evening class in Brentor? I am hoping to start 
one as soon as possible, Tuesday evenings, 
probably 7.30 -8.30. Initially, it will run for six 
weeks and will be on an informal basis although it 
will be a properly taught session. Cost will be 
around £4 per evening, paid on the evening, with 
no obligation to pay if you can't make the        
session. I expect there will be varying levels of 
competency. Some will be complete beginners, 
some will wish for something more demanding 
but I shall try to cater for all who take part.       
Phillipa and Dom have kindly offered their kitchen 
as venue and all money taken will be donated to 
the playing field maintenance fund. If you are  
interested, can you contact me on 810024
(evenings) for further  
details.  
 
Kath Warren:   Teacher of Modern Foreign        
Languages Launceston College  
 

LYDFORD STATION 

Riding School ~ Equestrian Centre 

~ High Welfare Rose Veal 
 

* Private or group riding lessons * Farm rides * 

Riding Club * Weekly horse shows * 

* Gymkhanas * Own a pony days * Pony   

birthday parties * Open farm days * SSSI * 

* Short-term horse livery * Schooling livery * 

High welfare rose veal always for sale * 

* Free range hen and duck eggs for sale *    

Indoor riding arena with lights for hire * 

 

Riding school is fully insured and licensed with WDBC 

 

Contact Barry or Fiona on: 

01822 820225 / 07530 892516 

enquiries@lydfordstationstables.co.uk 

www.lydfordstationstables.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@lydfordstationstables.co.uk
http://www.lydfordstationstables.co.uk


SNOW WARDEN SCHEME – WINTER 2011/2012 

Devon County Council (DCC) has set up a Snow     
Warden scheme this winter to manage cold 
weather problems for small parish roads in addi-
tion to its  responsibilities under the Highways Act 
for keeping main through-routes clear of snow. 
With physical and financial resources under great 
strain when winter weather arrives DCC has 
asked Parish Councils to implement their own 
Snow Warden and Self Help schemes. 
At the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed 
that Brentor Parish would appoint a Snow       
Warden (as a  volunteer) who would undergo 
training/direction from DCC and operate a      
cascade training programme to other volunteers 
within the Parish.  
The Snow Warden volunteer is the undersigned. 
What we are looking for in addition are Commu-
nity Volunteers who will help coordinate winter 
snow plans and assist in the storage and         
distribution of salt/grit   deliveries to areas in the 
Parish known to be vulnerable to being cut off 
when the weather turns bad. 
DCC have offered 4 tonnes of salt/grit once we 
have registered. This will be delivered in 25kg 
bags which need to be housed where they are 
safe from damage, readily accessible to           
Parishioners and where no pollution into          
watercourses could happen. These bags are in        
addition to the salt/grit bins already in place in the 
village which will continue to be refilled when 
needed. 
In all, 160 bags will be delivered to a central    
village location (to be determined) for onward  
distribution. The Parish Council is looking for  
people in the village and wider Parish (especially 
those in the more winter  vulnerable areas) to 
store some of these bags for collection and use 
by Parishioners when the need or an emergency 
arises. 
Several volunteers have already come forward to 
help but we need more since the geographical 
area is wide and there are a substantial number 
of bags to store and distribute. 
Please let me know if you would be interested in   
helping with this worthwhile scheme by calling me 
on the number below. 
Further details will in due course be put on to the     
Brentor Village website so keep updated via 
http://www.brentorvillage.org/ and Parish notice 
boards. 
Don’t delay – we may have a very bad winter… 
John Drury 
The Old School 
West Blackdown 
Brentor 
PL19 0NB 
01822 811079 

 

Christmas Gift Ideas 
 

With Christmas getting nearer, I 

have a stock of    St Michael’s 

items for sale. There are mugs, 

mouse mats,  magnetic notice 

boards, post it boards,  t shirts,  

shopping bags, coasters,  fridge 

magnets, key rings,  all with a 

photo of the church by Colin    

Sargent. Also, there are 10” x 8”mounted prints, each a 

different view of the church. Useful little Christmas 

gifts. Then there are the blank  greeting cards with   

envelopes, each with a view of St Michael’s in the 

snow.  Ideal Christmas cards.  

Anyone requiring any of these items, please call me on 

810555. I have stock at home. 

 

Jennifer Venning. 

TENDERS INVITED: Brentor Cemetery Grounds 

Maintenance 

Brentor Parish Council is responsible for a small cemetery 

(formerly the Methodist cemetery) on the outskirts of the 

village of Brentor. Tenders are now being invited from 

qualified contractors for the 2012-2013 grounds mainte-

nance contract. Those who tender will be expected to have 

their own equipment and must have full public liability in-

surance. 

The Closing date for tenders is 31st December 2011. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk for details: 
 

Mrs Debbie Ashton  

Clerk to Brentor Parish Council 

36 Marythorne Road 

Bere Alston 

YELVERTON 

PL20 7BZ 
 

E-mail: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 01822 841173 

Devon LINK 
 
I am a member of the Devon LINK - that has     
responsibilities for many issues that will be of  
interest and concern to most if not all Brentor 
residents.   
These include your local health and care           
services. The Have Your Say Forum for Health and 
Social Care Services in Devon is particularly       
important. 
The link to the bulletin is: www.linkdevon.org.uk 
 
Christine Chapman  

http://www.brentorvillage.org/


Mary Tavy & Brentor Community School PTA 

  

welcome you to their next coffee morning, which 

will be held at the school between 9am and 

10:30am on Thurs 12th January 2012. Do come 

along to our school and enjoy some tea/coffee, 

cakes and chat with friends! 

Are you struggling for Christmas present ideas? 

Why not support your local school at the same 

time by buying a number in our 100 £1 per  

number per month. Club:  Current prizes are £15, 

£10 & £5 and are drawn at the school toward 

end of the month.  

If you would like a voucher to send 6 months' or 

a years' subscription as a gift (or maybe even 

treat yourself?!) give Jane Phelpstead a ring on 

810635.   

Church Services for December 

 
4th 9.45am Holy Communion Christ Church 

 

4th 3.00pm Cantichorum concert at St Michael’s. 

   Limited seating so come early to grab 

   a seat. There will be mulled wine and 

   mince pies. Retiring collection to aid 

   St Michael’s and the choir. 

 

18th 4.30pm Christingle and Nativity. Christ  

   Church. See separate notice. 

 

24th 11.00pm Midnight Communion; Christ Church. 

 

25th 3.00pm Carols and Evening Prayer at  

   St Michael’s. 

 

January 1st 2012, at 2.45pm, there will be a village 

walk followed at 3.45pm by refreshments, including 

toasted teacakes and a short family service at Christ 

Church. 

 

Dear Friends 

As in December, we begin to look back over the last 

year’ 

Characterising our year in this way or that—and for 

many the year has been challenging– my hope is that 

the faith behind the Christmas Services offered in the 

village, will enable us to find a depth of life which we 

haven’t  encountered before, and which, we barely 

thought possible. 

You are most warmly invited to the Christingle      

Service on December 18th, Midnight Mass on     

Christmas Eve, the Carol Service at St Michael’s on 

Christmas Day, and the special and slightly different 

afternoon service involving a walk on New Year’s 

Day. 

Please be assured of my warmest thoughts and        

constant prayers for you, as your parish priest. 

My very best wish for the happiest—the deepest—

possible Christmas. 

 

Michael Brierley.  

 

Brentor Brunch 2012 
 
 

Keep the date: Sunday 22 January 
Brentor Big Brunch in the  Village Hall 

The brunch bunch will be busy offering a 
tasty menu using local produce. 

More details soon 
 

Pat Blower on behalf of the Brunch 
Bunch 

Villages In Action and Pangotic present a Double Bill of Theatre, Comedy and Circus! 

FULL TWIST 

An award winning, upbeat silent comedy, mixing a Unique Blend of Physical Theatre, 
Clowning, Mask and Circus, which follows the Hilarious journey of Couples Stumbling into Love. 

This an Epic Tale of Pathos and obsurdity where you can expect to see 
everything from wine tasting and smashing glass to heart dropping and controversial baby juggling ...!  

PANG ON 

Presented in a Music Hall and Vaudeville style with a contemporay edge 

This Highly Interactive one-man Variety Extravaganza will take you back to the 
theatrical genre of variety entertainment. Expect an eclectic mix of fancy feats and top tricks 

all topped of with a side-splitting concluding act which is sure to have you on the edge of your seat. 
Saturday 3rd December at 7.30 in Nicholls Hall Lydford 

Tickets £7.50 or £5.50 child or concession from Adrian 01822 820345 or Clark 01822 820589 



Final Copy Date for the January edition, Thursday 22nd December, to  

Mike Whitfield 810209, Mikewhit@btinternet.com 

Brentor News Key Facts 

 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. 

If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emails to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 

A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert  insertion should be sent to 

Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author’s name 

and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested   otherwise. 

Any comments on the website should be sent to Colin Dawes - colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com - 

John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

Dec 2011 

Sat 3rd:           10.30 –3.30         Christmas Fair                 Elaine, Kate, Janet,Sarah & Sue 
Sat 3rd:            7.30pm              ’Pang On’ Villages in Action                    Lydford Nicolls Hall  
Sun 4th:           3.30pm               Christmas Carols at St Michael’s  
Thurs 15th:      7.30pm               Garden Club AGM & Social evening      Alan Henbest 810008 
Sat 17th:          2.00pm               Christingle Rehearsal    
Sun 18th:         4.30pm               Christingle  Brentor Christ Church                                   
 
Jan 2012 

Sun 1st: 2.45pm                   Village Walk followed by refreshments at Christ Church  
Sat 7th: 10.30—12.00         Coffee Morning     Sheryl Burroughs      870554 
Tues  7.30pm                   Yoga       Jane Osborne     832897 
Thurs 12th 9.00am –10.30am   Coffee morning at Mary Tavy & Brentor Community School    
Thur 19th 12.00 for 12.30       Garden Club lunch Peter Tavy Inn 
         Rona Baker  820308               
Sun 22nd: 10.00 - 12.00          Brentor Brunch                                              Pat Blower 810600 
  

Hall bookings: Liz Wheeler 810083 
All village Hall events and bookings are shown on the website calendar 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair 

of 
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Competitive Rates 

 

 

 

 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? 

House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   
Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? 
Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810 795 

07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman  

Call for a Free Quote.  

   


