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David Gorbutt 

 

David Gorbutt, whose funeral was held on 23rd 
December 2011, played a key role in establishing 
many of the activities that now give Brentor its 
strong sense of community. He and his wife Gill 
(who died in September 2009) moved into the 
Station House in 1975. His greatest passions were 
Education, Politics, the great outdoors, practical 
work, friends, home and family. All of them were 
pursued with equal intellectual rigor, 
thoughtfulness, command, dedication and care. 
He was central to lively debates in the village on 
the inadequacies of planning for civil defence in 
the event of nuclear war. 

He was a friendly, easygoing man who always had 
time for people and would want to hear about 
their lives as well as have a good debate with 
them. He enjoyed making people laugh and was a 
very witty man.  

He loved the large parties that he and Gill hosted in Brentor and enjoyed donning his pinny and cooking 
endless sausages for Labour party barbeques. He was also a very practical man keen on DIY and house 
improvements. He always had a project on the go from repainting Station House in Brentor on 
scaffolding to constructing two very sturdy dens in the old siding joined by a zip wire! 

In February 1978 Brentor experienced a severe blizzard which blocked all access roads with 2 metre 
snow drifts and cut off telephones and electricity & water supplies for several days. In response to these 
events, Gill & David led a small group to establish the Brentor Community Centre (BCC). A Community 
Shop, run by volunteers, was set up in the Church Hall by August 1978. In true cooperative style the 
shop was provided by the Village for the Village and it belonged to all of its members. It was not run by 
any one group of people or organisation in Brentor, just by those who had shown interest and liked the 
idea, whatever their other interests.  To help bring the community together, the Brentor News was first 
published and circulated to all households in November 1979 with David as its founding editor. Further 
developments included a playgroup, youth club, film matinees and many other community events in 
Brentor. The BCC was converted into the Brentor Community Trust in 2008 

Gill & David moved from Brentor to Tavistock in November 1987. There he stood as Labour candidate for 
the UK and European parliament, campaigned for Friends of the Earth to ban nuclear power, and acted 
as the chair of governors at Tavistock College. He also helped to set up the Wharf and the U3A. He 
would always be in a position of authority most likely the chair and was able to see right to the heart of 
an issue teasing out the various strands to help others make thoughtful and reasoned decisions. 

In his later years, dementia may have stripped him of his intellect, language and ability to care for 
himself, but it did not take away his loving nature, sense of humour or his family and friends. Gill was 
always immensely proud of his achievements and never begrudged caring for him no matter how hard it 
became. He was well cared for by the staff at Spring House in Peter Tavy who came to love him as he 
was, without ever knowing him when he was well. Interested and passionate about many things, always 
in command of himself , he gave his whole being in everything he did.  The final tribute to him was paid 
by nearly the many friends and colleagues who packed St Eustacius Church for his funeral.  

Mike Whitfield  
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BRENTOR COMMUNITY TRUST (BCT) 
The Brentor Community Trust is a charitable trust whose roots go back to the founding of the 
‘Brentor Community Centre’ in August 1978 by a group of villagers whose aims were: 
 
(i)   ‘to support and promote activities which contribute to the community good in Brentor.  
(ii)   to publish a monthly newsletter (The Brentor News) on a non-profit making basis and to 
distribute it to all households in Brentor for the benefit of the community’  
 
A Village Shop run entirely by volunteers was established, soon to be followed by a pre-school 
playgroup and a youth club. Changes in the village in the intervening years altered the 
activities organised by the ‘Brentor Community Centre’ and it was converted into a charitable 
trust (‘The Brentor Community Trust’) in May 2008. Its aim is 
 ‘to promote and support activities which enhance education, communication and social 
interaction for the benefit of the community of the parish of Brentor and surrounding areas in 
West Devon’. 
 
The Trust is currently produces and supports four community activities. 
 
1. BRENTOR NEWS 
The Brentor News was first published in November 1979. It has been circulated monthly 
without fail and free of charge to every household in the village ever since then. 
 
2. BRENTOR VILLAGE WEBSITE 
This website is the latest BCT project. It was started at a meeting of interested Brentor Parish 
residents in August 2008, and went live in April 2009 after a development period involving at 
least ten Brentor 'contributing editors', each of whom wrote articles about their particular 
interests or responsibilities, supported by a general editor and a web development specialist, 
all being residents of Brentor. The contributing editors will continue to manage their pages, 
using the 'Joomla' open source Content Management platform. 
 
3. VILLAGES IN ACTION (VIA) EVENTS 
By creating a partnership between Villages in Action and village organisations, memorable, 
high quality music & theatrical events can be organised so that villages can come together 
socially. Monies raised at these events are used to help fund the Brentor News. 
 
4. BRENTOR LIVING ARCHIVE 
The Brentor Archive Group was established under the auspices of the Brentor Community 
Centre in 2001. Its main activity is to develop The Brentor Living Archive which will involve the 
community in exploring the history of Brentor and appreciating the continuing relevance of this 
evolving story to contemporary village life. The Archive has brought together more than 800 
items (photographs, documents, notes) relating to the social history of Brentor. Half of these 
items have been entered into a searchable computer database. 
Work is in progress to make the Brentor Living Archive accessible to the community and to a 
wider audience via a Brentor Archive website. This will eventually include archive photographs 
and material and will provide a means for adding new material, and for collecting information 
relevant to the material already held.  
 
The current Trustees are: 
 
Dave Willams (chair) 
 

John Wheeler (secretary) 

Mike Whitfield (Treasurer) Rick Blower (editor) 
 


