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- Brentor Community Trust - 
Annual Parish Meeting
The annual parish meeting will take place on Wednesday 9 
May at the village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Representatives from the parish council and local groups 
will be present to report on activities and it is a good 
opportunity to discuss any current issues outside of the 
formal proceedings of a parish council meeting.  Any ideas 
coming from the meeting can be considered by the Parish 
Council at a future meeting.  

Mandy Betts 
Clerk to Brentor Parish Council - 655962 

Brentor Steam Day
Brentor Station
Saturday 12th May, 11am to 4pm.

Preparations for Steam Day are progressing well. The layout 
for the railway has been decided and there will be several 
trains running all day, offering good value rides for all ages.  
In addition, there will be a number of steam locomotives of 
different sizes on display, together with at least one small 
railway layout running trains, and various smaller steam 
models.  We will have a display of historical photos, posters 
and information relating to the local railway, and also displays 
from a number of local steam heritage groups.

The Station Buffet will be serving railway themed food all 
day, including coffee and biscuits, hot and cold lunches, tea 
and cakes.  More railway goods will be on sale in the Station 
Kiosk.  There will be a raffle and “Guess the Weight of the 
Engine”.  We look forward to seeing young and old enjoying 
the atmosphere of a rural station in the age of steam.

This event is being organised in association with Plymouth 
Miniature Steam, and will be raising funds for PMS and the 
Village Hall.  We have a growing number of willing helpers, 
but more will always be most welcome, in the week before 
(to set up the track etc.), on the day and also to clear up 
afterwards.  Please contact Sue Rhodes on 810403 if you 
can make some cakes and/or help with the catering, or Mike 
Malleson on 860304 if you are free to help with anything else.

Children of all ages with Mamod models are invited to bring 
them along.

Mike Malleson
mike@malleson.co.uk

Plymouth Miniature Steam's Bramble Line

COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 5th May 10.30-12

Meet up with friends and neighbours.
Enjoy the freshly brewed coffee, 
bacon rolls and homemade cakes.

Local jams and produce for sale (donations appreciated)

Easter Coffee Morning was a great success. Thank you 
to all who supported.  Hopefully the children enjoyed 
the eggs.

We started our donation appeal for the Diamond Jubilee 
Bench and with a kind donation from the Gardening Club 
we took £65 that day.

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Saturday 2nd June - 3pm onwards
Afternoon tea, dress up and meet up with friends and 
neighbours. Please bring and share buffet style items, 
sandwiches, cakes etc. Later we will have a BBQ of 
sausages and burgers. Salads appreciated.

Please support as this isn't a fund raiser - just a get 
together.

Our DIAMOND JUBILEE BENCH will be in situ.
Any offer of food, help, entertainment etc will be 
welcome.          Sheryl 870554

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Christain Aid week this year runs from 13th to 20th May.  
I regret that just for this year there will not be a Curry 
Supper in support of the Charity but envelopes for your 
donations will be left at the back of Christchurch. 

Please support if you can, every little helps. 
With thanks.   Sue Rhodes  810403



Brentor Garden
Club

Report of Garden Club evening 15th March 2012
 
Our evening with Mark Wash of Trecanna Nursery proved 
to be a fascinating journey through the mountainous terrain 
of South Africa collecting and photographing plants in their 
natural habitat.

Mark has been collecting plants from this region for 25 
years and journeyed from Lesotto to Swaziland finding 
new species growing in different environments to those 
recommended here.

The country boasts 28,000 different bulb and plant species 
and during the long hot/dry summers and the rain in winter 
produces blankets of flower in the springtime. The country is 
very poor and much of the travelling has to be done on foot 
to the remotest parts. The roads are very wet and dangerous 
for the vehicle called a Bucky and very often Mark has to 
resort to travelling on horseback.

He now has the national collection of crocosmia and 
regularly shows them at Hampton Court and Tatton Park.
His next trip is to Madagascar, and we look forward to 
catching up on his latest adventure.

Sheila Downs

DIARY DATES:

Thursday, 17 May, 7.30   Carnivorous Plants, with Dennis 
Balsdon

Saturday, 19 May, 2 pm   Cream Teas and Plant Sale 
(Enquries: Sue Stephens 860374) 

Thurs 21st June 7.30pm   Growing for the Veg Box                                                  
Talk by Richard Kelsey

Brentor Playing Field
If you have walked by the playing field recently you will have 
seen that the children’s play area has sadly been closed for use. 
This is the most visible of a number of changes that the Village 
Hall and Playing Field Charity committee is having to make to 
the field. At a recent special meeting of the Committee and the 
volunteers who make up the Playing Field Working Party the 
following important decisions were made:

• The cost of maintaining the field, over £1,400 per year, 
will have to be raised by local fundraising now that no 
cricket club rents the field. There is little chance of finding 
a sports club to use (and maintain and pay for) the field 
in the foreseeable future, so the sports field will now be 
kept mowed and will be used for village events such as the 
Sports Day and Bonfire Night, which also raise funds to 
help maintain the field.  

• The football area with goalposts will be kept mown and 
white-lined and will continue to be available for all who 
want to use it.

• The play equipment in the play area will have to be 
removed because it is no longer considered safe. It would 
cost too much to make the zip line conform to current safety 
legislation and the ‘sky saw’ seesaw also poses a real risk of 
injury.  Therefore the play area will have to be closed until 
this work is done.

• The play area will be redesigned to make it easier and less 
costly to maintain, possibly to include a basketball net, a 
new slide, new swings and seating.  Funds for this work will 
have to be raised before it can be done.

• The dog excrement bin will be removed, saving about £100 
per year in collection costs, and dog walkers will be asked 
to take their dog poo home with them as they would when 
walking elsewhere in the village.

• In the longer term the need for proper toilets and other 
facilities at the field will be addressed and considerable 
fundraising will have to be carried out to achieve this.

You will see from these decisions that the Committee 
recognises the value of the field to our local community and 
that it hopes, by keeping the field for local use, it will become 
even more useful to us all.  

Apart from a helpful contribution by the Parish Council 
towards the cost of insurance all of the field’s costs have to be 
found by the Charity. If you would like to contribute towards 
the cost of the field or would like to help with fundraising, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the Village Hall and Playing 
Field Charity committee!  Without your support it will be even 
harder to keep the field open for use.

Colin Dawes - 811079
Acting Chairman, Village Hall and Playing Field 

Brentor Village Produce Show 
2012
The schedule of classes for the produce show 
is included with this month’s Brentor News. 
Further copies will be available from Peggy 
Biggs; the back of Christchurch or from the web 
site www.brentorvillage.org.

Please note the show this year will be held 
on 28th July, Now is the time to start 
taking photographs, sowing seeds and making 
preparations for the other classes.

Make 2012 your year to enter if you have not 
done so before.

Sue  860374   Judy  810375     Janet  860445

BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB 
CREAM TEA & PLANT SALE
Brentor Garden Club will be holding a Cream Tea and Plant Sale on 
Saturday 19th May at the Village Hall: 2.00 to 5pm.

We rely on the support of our club members and village residents to 
provide the plants.  Please bring your good quality plants and excess 
seedlings in pots ( labelled if possible) to the Village Hall from 10am 
on the 19th May.  Cream teas and cake will be available during the 
afternoon with plants and our popular Garden Club sales table.

We look forward to seeing you and your plants on the day.
Sue Stephens 860374



Services in May
Services in Christ Church:

Sun 6th. 9.45am Family service. 
Following our last children-led celebration we're doing 
another this month! Kids in charge, sweets etc and the usual 
refreshments after the service. If you'd like to bring your 
children to church but think they might not be included then 
this is the service for you.

Sun 20th 9.45am Holy Communion

Services in St Michael's (on the Tor):

Every Sunday:
 6.30pm Evensong

All warmly welcome.. 
Jackie Macrostie 810683

A PRESENTATION TO THE PARISH 
by BIBIO LIMITED

A DISCUSSION REGARDING 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

FOR LOCAL PEOPLE IN NORTH BRENTOR

Wednesday 23rd May 2012 
7pm at Brentor Village Hall

Bibio Limited is a small company based in Tavistock 
who design and build affordable housing for rural 
communities in Devon and Cornwall.  Following 
a housing needs survey conducted by West Devon 
Borough Council, a local need has been identified for 
ten affordable dwellings and we are seeking views 
from the community regarding the potential for a small 
development in North Brentor.  

Whilst living in a rural location is highly desirable, high 
property and land values in Devon make it increasingly 
difficult for local people and their families to remain in 
the Parish to which they were born and raised.  Often 
there is also a lack of choice in smaller villages - for 
obvious reasons.  

After recent conversations, we have decided to invite 
Brentor parishioners to a meeting at the Parish Hall to 
discuss the potential for a limited number of affordable 
houses, for local people, in North Brentor.  

This will be an open discussion, answering questions 
and providing background for the Parish as a whole.  
Community engagement is important to Bibio Limited 
and we value your views.  Not just at initial stages, but 
also latterly if the parish decide to proceed, especially in 
terms of design.

Refreshments will be provided.  We look forward to 
seeing you then!

Mark Wilson
Managing Director, Bibio Limited 

Unit 1, Tavy Business Centre
Rowden Wood Road, Tavistock, PL19 0NU
01822 613199 mark.wilson@bibio.co.uk

Open Garden
Sunday 20th May.  2-6pm  Thorn Cottage, Burn Lane.

May is a busy month out in the garden, but we hope you will 
find time to come and visit our garden, enjoy some good 
music and sample the tea and cake! Our horticultural friend, 
Sue Penny is bringing along a good selection of bedding 
plants and shrubs to sell. Dogs on leads are very welcome 
and I know some of the young people have offered to help 
again, so you may even get the offer of dog walking too! 

This event is all in a very good cause, to raise money for St 
Luke’s Hospice, who help over 3,200 patients every year, 
in their homes or at the hospice. We hope it will be fine 
weather, but if not there will be marquees and gazebos to 
provide shelter!

Thank you to those who have already offered to provide a 
cake. If anyone else is able to help with a cake or biscuits 
please let me know. Many thanks,

Sally and Christopher Pancheri - 810285
sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?
Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Brentor Commons Open Evening

Village Hall 
Wednesday 13th June  8.00pm

Refreshments
Displays, Slide Shows, Discussions 

Further details in the June Brentor News

Mike Whitfield 810209 
Secretary, Brentor Commons Association

	  



FINAL COPY DATE - for the June Edition
Monday 21st May - to Rick Blower:  r.blower@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - All events at the village hall - unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays  7.30pm Yoga  Jane Osborne 832897

May
Sat  5th 10.30pm Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Wed 9th 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting Mandy Betts 655962
Sat 12th 11.00am Brentor Steam Day - Brentor Station Mike Malleson 860304
Mon  14th 7.30pm VHPFC Meeting	 Elaine Henbest 810088
Thu  17th 7.30pm Garden Club - "Carnivorous Plants" - Dennis Balsdon	 Ron Quilter 810538
Sat  19th 2.00pm Cream teas and Plant Sale	 Sue Stephens 860374
Mon 21st 7.30pm Parish Council Mandy Betts 655962
Wed 23rd 7.00pm Bibio Presentation - "Affordable Housing in Brentor" Mark Wilson 613199
Sun 20th 2.00pm Open Garden, Thorn Cottage, Burn Lane Sally Pancheri 810285

June
Sat  2nd 3.00pm Diamond Jubilee Tea Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Wed  13th 8.00pm Brentor Commons Open Evening Mike Whitfield 810209
Thu 21st 7.30pm Garden Club - "Growing for the Veg Box", Richard Kelsey	 Ron Quilter 810538

  
For all hall bookings & enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083
  

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar, which can be accessed directly at:
www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm 

Please check availability before making a booking request.

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments on the website 
edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team:  Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com
  John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Complete Tax returns
Mark Trevethan  (ATT)

 Qualified Taxation Practitioner 
  Personal/small business taxation & accounts service

Call or e mail to arrange a free initial consultation.
Grimming Tor, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PZ

01822 810760  mark@completetaxreturns.com

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician
Commissioning, Servicing, and

Breakdown repair
of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

Tomato plants for sale: 
Moneymaker, Sweet Million, Sungold.  

50p each.
Anne Malleson 860304

Pine door (internal - ie. kitchen).  
Small donation to Brentor News.

Anne Clark - 810035


