
B r e n t o r  Q u i z  N i g h t                                      
Masses of questions - masses of baffled people - 

some right answers and lots of wrong ones - and lots 

of fun...........with a profit of over £40 towards the   

running of the Village Hall and Playing Field. A big 

thank you to Dave Williams for compiling the quiz and 

to everyone who took part.  We're planning another 

for the new year!                                  Colin Dawes  

GARDEN  CLUB  AGM  &  SOCIAL  EVENING  

 

Thursday 12th December  

7.30 pm in the Village Hall  

 

Come and enjoy a fun Christmas Social Evening with 

delicious refreshments provided by the committee.  

Please note that this is the 2nd Thursday of the month.  

Visitors very welcome.  

Heather Webster - 810004 

Mistletoe Fair  

Saturday 7th December  

10.30-3.30 Brentor Village Hall 

 
 Join us for the day: free entry  

 

Programme: 
10.30   Tea/coffee with mince pies 

 

11.00    Songs from The Brentor and Mary              

    Tavy school singing club 

 

11.30    Father Christmas arrives for a visit 

 

12.00-2.00  Hot and cold homemade lunches   

 including meat and vegetarian options: 

 cottage pie...soup..quiche 

 

2.00     All Change singers 

 

2.00-3.30  Homemade cakes and tea/coffee 

 

3.00     Raffle drawn and winners of  

    treasure map game announced 

 

Brentor’s famous warming gluhwein is on 

offer as well! 

Treasure Hunt game and big raffle. 

 

Lots of craft stalls selling handmade gifts 

and produce, ceramics, art, textiles, cards,         

jewellery  and much more. 

Pat Blower 810600 
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Christmas  Print  Workshop 
For those that did not make it to Jo                
Larsen-Burnett’s Christmas printing workshop 
on  Saturday 23rd Nov you missed a treat! 
We are so fortunate to have such a talented and 
professional illustrator living in the village. Jo 
patiently demonstrated several different printing 
techniques so that even the least artistic of us 
managed to produce some very attractive cards. 
The day was good fun and £43 has been       
donated to the Village Hall fund. Jo intends to 
run a similar workshop during the Easter break 
in 2014 so do make sure not to miss the next 
one. 
                        
Many thanks from Sue Stephens and the rest of 
your pupils! 
PS....... Do look at the Brentor Village web site 
to see examples of our work. 



 

 

Odd Jobs?  

General Maintenance?; House Repairs? Masonry? 

Painting & Decorating? ;Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810795 M: 07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman Call for a Free Quote.  

       Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

Mistletoe Fair Raffle prizes still grate-
fully received. Please contact Janet 

860445,  Pat 810600, Sarah 860165, 

Glenys 810724 or leave on Pat’s porch, 

Cloberry Cottage. Thanks for your 

help.  All proceeds to the Village Hall and 

Playing Field funds. 

 

 

Church Services this month 

 

 
Sunday 1st December  

9.45am   Holy Communion           - Christchurch   

                                                          

Sunday 15th December  

4.00pm  Christingle Service          - Christchurch   

 

Tuesday 24th December 

11.00pm  Midnight Communion   - Christchurch  

 

Wednesday 25th December  

3.00pm  Service of carols and readings                     

                     for  Christmas Day    - St Michael’s  

 

The church is supporting CHICKS this year from the 

collections made at these services.  
                               Kate Kelly 810287 

Village Hall and Playing Field Committee 

present 

“CINDERELLA” 
  with  

“THE POTTED PLAYERS” 
 

Saturday 8th February, 2014 

 
6.30p.m. Brentor Village Hall (same time - new date). 
 

 Brentor’s talented children are performing 

panto!  This is a Judy Baxter / Glenys Mason / Anne 

Clarke production, packed with youthful humour – 

followed by an exciting line-up of artists from the 

“Brentorians”: provisionally Pat ‘n Judy;               

Sue  Rhodes; the Liz ‘n Joe duo; John Wheeler;  

Chris Pancheri - and our own resident musicologists      

Alice and Martin to name but a few.                   

Robin Burdfield will compère the show! 

 

 We think you will enjoy this ONE-NIGHT 

ONLY star-studded, fun-filled, cabaret-style evening 

– so bring a bottle or something to drink and buy 

some ‘nibbles’ from our popular ‘Coffee Morning’ 

kitchen.  

 

 We want this to be a bit of a ‘Brentor          

Bonanza’ as well as a fund raiser so that we can        

continue to maintain your much loved and well used 

village hall and playing field to the high standard that 

is expected. 
Anne Clarke – 810035 

for the VHPFC 

         
          Fireworks 
 

This year’s Guy Fawkes celebration 

had to be  postponed from 3rd November due to 

the terrible rain and wind.  Unfortunately the new 

date, 10th November, also suffered from rain, 

which appeared much earlier than forecast and 

made the event very damp indeed. Understandably 

many people decided not to come along.  Thank you 

to all those volunteers who did turn out to build 

the bonfire, set off the spectacular fireworks and 

make the wonderful soups and cakes.      

This event is held to generate funds for         

maintaining the village playing field and in the past 

two years has provided over £1,300 towards the 

cost of cutting the grass.  Due to the low number 

who attended and the high cost of providing    

fireworks and insurance, this year the event made 

a loss of £20 (although thanks to a very generous 

donor this was written off).  The Village Hall and 

Playing Field Committee will need to make up the 

shortfall in its hoped-for income from the       

night – at least £600 based on the last two year's 

profit!  Ideas for other ways of supporting the 

playing field financially would be much              

appreciated! 

Colin Dawes 811079 



John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician; Commissioning, 
Servicing, and Breakdown repair of all types of 

Domestic Oil fired Appliances AGA-Rayburn trained 
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on:  Home 01822 810494             

Mobile 0778 2345395 John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

Brentor Parish Council  

Go to the village website for previous meeting draft     

minutes. Next meeting on  Mon 20th January at 

7:30pm.  

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The highlight for many of our children and parents 

before half term was the visit to Exeter           

Cathedral by our Singing Club. The children had a 

fantastic experience when they took part in the 

Two Moors Festival production of Noyes Fludde at 

Exeter Cathedral in front of the Countess of  

Wessex. The children spent time in school making 

their animal props with the Creative Director from 

London and then they attended  several rehearsals 

before taking part in the performance in front of 

eight hundred people in the Cathedral. You may 

well have seen Grace and Charlie when they were 

interviewed for BBC Spotlight. They spoke really 

well and all the children were fantastic              

ambassadors for the School. A huge “THANK 

YOU” to Mrs Carowicz and Mrs Phelpstead for all 

their hard work with the singing and to parents 

and staff who supported the children. Here are 

just a few comments from the children who took 

part: 

Esme “I loved seeing my Mum waving madly at me 

in the audience. She was so proud of me.”  

Erin “I loved going down the aisle when everyone 

was clapping. We had been rehearsing all that time 

and it just felt great.” 

Lucy H “I think it was good because it’s something 

that not many people get to do.” 

Tessa “I liked the way that the adults helped you 

and this made you enjoy it more.” 

The children haven’t stopped talking about the 

event and this has inspired some new recruits to 

our very successful Singing Club.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Open 

Day which was very well attended. It was lovely to 

meet so many people including some new faces. 

Once again, our Year 6 Ambassadors were a real 

credit to the school. We would love to show any 

interested prospective parent around our school so 

please feel welcome to contact us on 01822 

810384 to arrange a visit. 

 

Nicky Pratten 

Headteacher 

Tor & Tavy WI  
Our president welcomed 14 members and 1 visitor to 
our meeting on 24th October. The ladies enjoyed an 

evening with Gerald Williamson who kindly joined us 
to give a talk on Horse Drawn Power in London    

during the 1800’s. Some of the statistics were quite 

amazing: 300,000 horses were working and living in 
London during the ‘Golden Age’ of coaching, 600 

coaches departed daily from Monday to Saturday for 
destinations across England,  7/8 mph was the usual 

speed, 5 years – the average lifespan for a working 

horse. 
Gerald transported us back in time with the help of 

his slides to a very different city. The dust, noise, 
mud and stench (horses = manure!) was very      

different to the streets of our capital today. Road 
safety had not yet been considered and several    

unfortunate pedestrians would collide with the many 

carriages using the roads. 1864 saw the introduction 
of the 1st traffic island, a small measure to try and 

manage the growing volume of traffic. 
Vote of thanks was given by an extremely proud       

daughter-in-law, Lucie Williamson who also gave a 

special thanks to Irene, Gerald’s wife who assisted 
with the slide show. 

Don’t forget new members are always warmly      
welcomed. If you would like to talk to contact us 

please call either: Nicky Deane-Simmons on 

01822 810930 or Trish Wall on 01409 221871. 

Brentor Community Trust Open Day –  a great 

success….. 



Final Copy Date for the January edition: Monday 23rd December, to  

Rick Blower 810600    r.blower@btinternet.com 

Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. 

If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to 

johnw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to 

Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author’s 

name and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested 

otherwise.  Any comments on the website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial Team:  

Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com       Mike Whitfield 810209  mikewhit@btinternet.com  

John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net            Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net  

Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

December 2013 
Sat 7th 10.30am  Mistletoe Fair       Pat Blower   810600 
Thu 12th  7.30pm   Garden Club AGM & Social Evening    Ron Quilter    810538 
 
January 2014   
Mon 20th       7.30pm        Brentor Parish Council meeting     Kathy Palfrey        610050 
    
February 2014 
Sat  8th   6.30pm  Cinderella & the Potted Players     Anne Clarke  810035 

 
                                           Hall bookings and enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083  

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the village website calendar: go to 
www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm. 

Brentor Community Trust Open Day  

Throughout the 5 hours of opening, there were never less than a dozen visitors exploring the Open Day      

exhibits in the Village Hall. There was a continuous buzz of conversation and at times people had to stand two 

deep as they studied the exhibits. The free homemade refreshments were particularly popular and encouraged 
visitors to linger and talk - and to leave over £100 in donations before the afternoon was out. 

 
A continuous slide show illustrated the importance of the Village Hall in the life of Brentor since the 1920s.  

The exhibits and slide shows of material from the Brentor Living Archive were especially popular. Their tone 

was set by the following summary from the main display. 
“Brentor in 1914 had one Bakery, three Blacksmiths, one Post Office, one Butchers, one Bootmaker, four   
Carpenters, one Doctor’s Surgery, one Public House, one Hotel, two Railway Stations, two Schools, three 
Chapels and two Churches” 
Other exhibits showed: 

the origins of the Brentor Community Shop following the blizzard of 1978, 

the evolution of the Brentor News from its first issue in 1979 

the dazzling variety of shows produced under the auspices of 

Villages in Action 

The range of the exhibits relating to the Village Website and the 

online Brentor Archive were unfortunately constrained by the lack  

of an internet connection in the Village Hall. 
Thank you to all who came to explore the Open Day – and to    

everybody who helped to make it such an enjoyable occasion.     
We will certainly be hosting another Open Day in 2014! 

Mike Whitfield 810209                          John Wheeler 810083 


