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The Brentorians  
present...  
 
“Murdered To Death”   
      a comedy  
             by Peter Gordon 
      
This spoof of Agatha Christie’s detective tales is        
timelessly set in a country house, with an assembled cast 
of characters:- Bunting the Butler, an English Colonel 
with the prerequisite stiff upper lip, a shady French art 
dealer & his moll, the bumbling police inspector and a 
well meaning local sleuth who seems to attract murder 
wherever she goes… 
They’re all here, and all caught up in the antics which   
follow the mysterious death of the house’s owner. 

 
Performances:  

Brentor Village Hall 
7.30pm - Thurs 10th, Fri 11th, & Sat 12th April 

 
Tickets:               £5.00 adult, £2.00 Child 

Box Office Helen de Carles 
01822 810412 

This production is presented by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Ltd. 

Brentor and Mary Tavy Scouts  are holding a 'Breakfast 
Bonanza' on Saturday April 26th from 10.00am until 1.30pm               
at Brentor Village Hall.   Children - £2.50     Adults - £4.50               
Please come & support us!            Alison Stacey 610258 

Affordable housing meetings 
The open meeting held at the village hall on 17 March was 
well attended.  The material displayed on the assessment 
by Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA) of the 9 
sites put forward by landowners for affordable housing 
can now be seen on the Brentor Village website 
(www.brentorvillage.org) .  Please use the Feedback form, 
also available on the website, to make your views known.  
The deadline for returning the forms to DNPA is 8 April.   
 
Also new to the Brentor Village website is a copy of the       
comments made by respondents to the Housing Needs 
Survey which reported in February 2011. 
 
On 12 May, starting at 7.30, a question and answer session 
is being held at the village hall.  A planning officer from 
DNPA, the Housing Officer from West Devon Borough 
Council and the Community Council of Devon’s Rural 
Housing Enabler will be present to answer your questions.   
 
It is expected that DNPA will bring a report on the       
outcomes of the call for sites exercise to the Parish    
Council meeting to be held on Monday 19 May, 7.30 at 
the village hall. 
 
Tim Beavon 810564 
Chair, Brentor Parish Council  

Brentor Village Hall Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 15th April 2014 
 
The Village Hall and Playing Field is a Registered Charity 
that relies very much on the support of people in our   
village.  We hold an AGM each year to appoint a     
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer 
and to review our on-going management, budget and   
programme of fundraising, special events etc. 
 
Anyone is welcome to attend and to take part in the   
meeting.  We especially welcome users of the hall and 
playing field who would like to comment on how they are 
run.  These facilities are a vital hub in the village and if 
you would like to help by joining the Committee the 
AGM is an ideal opportunity to volunteer!   
 
We hope to see you at the Village hall at 7.30pm on  
Tuesday 15th April. 
 
Colin Dawes 811079 
Chairperson 

Annual Parish Meeting                                                                
The Annual Parish Meeting this year will be held at the 
Saturday Coffee Morning in the Village Hall on the 5th 
April.  Parish councillors will be present to answer any 
questions you may have and local organisations have   
also been invited to have a display and meet parishioners.  

The parish council  minutes are available on the village 
website.                                                                            
Tim Beavon  810564 

 
Coffee Morning  
Saturday 5th April  10.30-12 
Freshly brewed coffee, crispy bacon rolls,  
homemade cakes, what more can you want?! 
Meet up with friends and neighbours at our 
monthly coffee morning. 
Raffle available and produce table. 
Sheryl  Burroughs 870554 

A big thank you to everyone who helped and who         
contributed to the Jumble Sale. 
We had a very successful day taking approx. £185 which 
will be a big help with the ongoing running costs of the 
Village hall. 
Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

http://www.brentorvillage.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

New Parish Council Clerk 
The Council were sorry to accept Kathy Palfrey’s                
resignation.  Kathy provided efficient and reliable support to the 
Council in a very personable way.   
Following interviews Caroline Sellars has been appointed as 
Parish Clerk.   
Caroline can be contacted as follows: 
Phone:  01822 481415 
Mobile:  07899 655962 
Email:  brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 
Postal address:  1 Abbotsfield Crescent, Tavistock PL19 8EY 

CURRY SUPPER  -   
Friday May 9th, 7pm, Brentor Village Hall 
Time again for our annual Curry Supper, an evening to 
bring and share dishes to make up a table of delights.  
Whether you are good at making curry, cook perfect rice 
or make wonderful accompaniments, bring them along 
and join in what is always a great social evening. It 
would be helpful if you can let me know what you will 
be bringing so that we can fill any gaps.  Please bring  
drink of your choice. 
This is the way Brentor has helped Christian Aid over 
many many years, raising much needed funds for their 
work in areas of strife and famine across the world.  
Again we have the generous help of the Village Hall  
catering group and a portion of the funds will go towards 
the upkeep of the Hall.  What could be better than      
supporting such sterling work and having a fun evening 
too. 
A suggested donation of £5 per adult and at your        
discretion for children for the evening 
  
Please contact Sue Rhodes  810403 

Youth Club 
We will be meeting again on Saturday 5 April, 7-9pm at Chicks, 
to welcome back our Martial Arts Trainers! Please remember to 
come in shorts and T shirt and if you did not get an opportunity 
to come in March please turn up this time to enjoy a great   
evening with  Steve Pender Muay Thai Boxing coach and  
Christi Brereton Muay Thai Boxing British Champion and  
trainer from Chaos Muay Thai Fitness & Competition Training 
Centre. 
We are so lucky to have this opportunity, so again big thanks to 
Mary for arranging this event. 
Sally Pancheri 810285 

Brentor Plant Sale 
  
Come and find usual and unusual plants for your garden in           
Brentor’s Plant Sale 
Sunday 27th April 2014 at 2.00pm in the Village Hall 
Refreshments provided by Brentor Garden Club 
Locally grown healthy plants at reasonable prices. 
 Kate Kelly 810287 

Six strong people needed! 
The Village Hall needs six strong, fit people to help with the 
erection and taking down of its marquee.  It takes about 2½ 
hours to put up the marquee and about 1½ hours to take it 
down, and is fairly strenuous work. 
When the marquee is hired for a private function there is a 
charge made and the Village Hall will be able to give each 
person in the team a gift of £40 for their hard work (unless 
they want to help for nothing!).   
The team may only be needed once or twice a year, unless 
the marquee becomes very popular! 
 
Please contact Colin Dawes on 811079 if you think you 
may be able to help. 

Do you have a vehicle with at tow bar? 
The Village Hall now owns a marquee jointly with   
Lamerton parish.  It is stored in Lamerton, about five 
miles away, so when we need it for our use it has to be         
transported to Brentor.   
 
The marquee is packed into a trailer, so we need           
volunteers with tow bars to help us occasionally to collect 
and return the marquee.  This only happens a few times a 
year, but anyone who can help will be much appreciated. 
We would be happy to pay your petrol costs! 
Please contact Colin Dawes on 811079 if you can help. 

BRENTOR  GARDEN CLUB 
 
“Restoration of Maristow House Gardens” a talk by 
Jenny Tunley-Price 
Thursday 17th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Brentor 
Village Hall 
 
Maristow House, located just north of Plymouth on 
the River Tavy, was built circa 1560 and rebuilt in 
the mid-18th century.   In 1798 the house and estate 
were bought by the Jamaican-born Manasseh    
Masseh Lopes, the son of a rich plantation owner, 
whose family later gained the title of Baron       
Roborough.  It further remodeled in the early 20th 
century and is now divided into private homes. 
In 2009 Jenny Tunley-Price took on the lease of the 
3 acre walled kitchen garden which had fallen into 
dereliction since its previous tenants left.  Her aim 
is to bring this interesting garden back to its’ former 
glory.  After her first romantic view of the gardens 
two huge and undeniable words came to mind – 
hard work! 
It is a challenging but immensely rewarding project 
and Jenny will give us a fascinating insight into this 
interesting garden and the progress that she has 
achieved so far. 
 
Visitors very welcome 
£2.00 on the door 
Heather Webster – Tel: 810004 

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

We are really proud of our school kitchen and our cooks, 
Mrs Ewings and Mrs Crockford, work hard to ensure the 
meals look and taste delicious! Parents of children in 
Classes 1C, 1M and 2 enjoyed tasty roast meals when 
they came in for their children’s Family Lunches. Some 
parents even had “seconds”! We celebrated Chinese New 
Year with a lovely Chinese meal cooked by Mrs       
Crockford and I had great fun teaching Year 6 children 
how to use chopsticks! Mrs Ewings surprised the       
children on Valentine’s Day by producing iced           
heart-shaped Valentine biscuits and surprisingly, not a 
single crumb was left over! 
Our second “Once Upon a Time” session was really     
successful and very well attended. We were delighted to 
welcome some pre-school children and their parents in 
to listen to stories with our Reception children whilst 
the older children listened to stories read to them by 
parent volunteers. Please feel very welcome to come 
along if you have a child under school age and join in our 
session held on the last Friday every month between 
2.45 and 3.15pm. Come and have a chat and meet up with 
parents, staff and children. For more information,    
contact us on 01822 810384. 
Nicky Pratten  Headteacher.   



Dartmoor Computing 
Providing a professional computer service 

for personal and small business PCs/laptops including; 
repair & maintenance, troubleshooting, networking,  

system upgrades, software and peripheral installation,  
internet/broadband configuration, 

virus protection, sales purchase/advice and instruction. 
Contact Raymond on 01822 810416 or 

email: raymond_bennett@btinternet.com 

CHICKS Open Day 16th May 
Come along to the CHICKS Open Day at their Moorland Retreat 
on Friday 16th May. Feel free to drop in anytime between           
2 – 6pm when there will be the opportunity to have a tour of the 
facilities, a chance to meet the CHICKS team and to find out 
more about the charity.  Family, friends and community groups 
are more than welcome to attend. For more information contact 
Azita: azita@chicks.org.uk, 01822 811126. 

Church news and services for Easter  
                                                 and the rest of  April                     
 6th April  9.15am    Holy Communion        Christchurch     
                              Please note earlier timing.  
                      This service will be taken by the Archdeacon                             
13th April               No service in Brentor 
17th April   Maundy Thursday  
                  6.00pm   Holy Communion       Christchurch 
18th April Good Friday           
                  4.00pm.  Easter garden service  Christchurch 
20th April   Easter Day              
                  9.45am   Family service             Christchurch 
                  6.30pm  Holy Communion         St.Michaels      
27th April 6.30pm  Evensong                      St.Michaels 
Weekly evensong at St.Michaels continues until the end of 
                                                                       September 
28th April 7.00pm  Holy Communion 
                                          Followed by the AGM 
The Ministry team, churchwardens and the PCC wish you 
all a very happy Eastertide 
Eric Rhodes 810403 on behalf of the churchwardens 

Brentor in April 1911….. 
The Brentor Living Archive Group will be holding an exhibition in November to mark the Centenary of the First World 
War.  Each month we will share information about the village in the early twentieth century resulting from our        
research. 
 
The 1911 Census gives much information about the villagers resident at that time. The Civil Parish of Brentor, in the 
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Michael in 1911, included North and South Brentor, Stags Head House, Monkstone and    
Liddaton. The Parish boundary followed the River Lyd to include Ingo Brake, Prescombe, Watervale, the Lydford   
Junction hamlet and Burn Lane. West Blackdown, although part of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Michael, was in the 
Civil Parish of Mary Tavy, as the eastern parish boundary was the River Burn.  
 
In Brentor there were 117 inhabited dwellings, with 507 people resident there on the night of the Census. West  
Blackdown had 27 dwellings with 106 people. As the two communities were interlinked in so many practical ways, 
both populations have been included when considering information about birthplaces.  
 
The usual perception of Brentor 100 years ago was that it had a deeply rooted population of families farming local 
land over generations. The 1911 Census shows a more diverse pattern. Of the 613 people counted, only 35% gave 
Brentor and adjacent parishes (Mary Tavy, Lydford and Coryton) as their birthplace.  About 20% were born in parishes 
within ‘walking’ distance and 25% from other Devon parishes. This leaves 113 people born out of the county, of 
whom 44 were originally from Cornwall, 48 from other English counties, 6 from Ireland, Wales, the Scilly Isles and 
Jersey. The Manor Hotel had guests from Australia and India, but the free flow of travel within the British Empire and 
beyond is more dramatically shown by the inclusion of people from Canada, South Africa, Malta, Spain and Brazil in 
the census returns for this small Devon village. 
Irene Cradick   irene.cradick@btinternet.com 

PLYMOUTH GILBERT AND SULLIVAN FELLOWSHIP 
We are delighted to announce that our major production for this 
year is “The Yeomen of The Guard”. It will be produced first 
this May in Plymouth . Then we have been invited to take the 
production to Yorkshire by the International Gilbert and Sullivan 
Festival. We will perform it in the open air at Knaresborough on 
Sunday 3rd August and the next day in the Harrogate Royal Hall 
as our entry in the International G and S Festival Competition. 
 
The Yeomen of The Guard runs from 13th-17th May 2014 at 
the Devonport Playhouse, Fore Street, Plymouth PL1 4DW, 
Evenings at 7.30pm and also a Saturday Matinee at 2.30pm 
Tickets from Box Office 01752 225505 
Book Online and select seats  -   
www.plymouthgilbertandsullivan.com  
Tickets: £14 TRAC & O60 Concessions Tues & Wed evening 
£12  
Under 16 Concessions Tues & Wed evening Sat Mat £6 
Group Booking 10+ 50p off per ticket/20+ £1 off per ticket 
Further information Hilary O’Neill - hilaryoneill@mac.com 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician; Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair of all types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on:Home 01822 810494  

Mobile 0778 2345395 John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

mailto:raymond_bennett@btinternet.com


Final Copy Date for the May edition, Tuesday 22nd April, to  
Rick Blower r.blower@btinternet.com 

Brentor News Key Facts 
Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www. brentorvillage. org.  
If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emails to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small 
donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 
Donations & Advertising: All donations,  advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert  insertion should be sent to Mike 
Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author ’s name and 
phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested   otherwise. Any comments on 
the website should be sent to Colin Dawes - colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r. blower@btinternet. com,        Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com,   
                          John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net,                 Joe Kuipers 810590   joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk,                                                                                                                              
               Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net. 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

April 2014 
Tues                 7.00pm                    Yoga                            Jane Osborne          832897 
 
Sat 5th            10.30am                    Coffee Morning combined with:                                         Sheryl Burroughs    870554                                                
                                                                -   Annual Parish Meeting/Displays                              Kathy Palfrey          610050 
Sat 5th              7.00pm                    Youth Club Martial Arts at CHICKS                                   Sally Pancheri         810285 
Thurs, Fri, Sat 10,11,12@ 7:30pm   Brentorians: “Murdered to Death”                                      Helen de Carles      810412 
Tues 15th         7.30pm                    Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field AGM                          Colin Dawes            811079 
Thurs 17th        7.30pm                    Garden Club: "Restoration of Maristow House Gardens"  Heather Webster     810004 
Sat 26th          10.00-1:30pm            Brentor & Mary Tavy Scouts Breakfast Bonanza              Alison Stacey          610258 
Sun 27th           2.00pm                    Garden Club Plant Sale                                                     Kate Kelly                810287 
  

May 2014  
Fri 9th                 7.00pm                 Curry Supper                                                                       Sue Rhodes            810403 
Sat 10th              7.00pm                 Youth Club                                                                          Sally Pancheri         810285 
Mon 12th             7.30pm                 Affordable Housing Meeting                                               Tim Beavon             810564 
Fri 16th               2.00-6.00pm         CHICKS Open Day                                                              Azita Shamsolahi    811126 
Sat/Sun 17th/18th 2.00-5.00pm       Open Garden for Charity—refreshments & music               Sally Pancheri        810285 
Mon 19th             7.30pm                 Parish Council Meeting                                                       Tim Beavon             810564 
Thurs 22nd      7.30pm                 Garden Club: "Am I a Plantaholic? Regal Peleragoniums" Heather Webster     810004 
 
                                 Hall bookings and enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083 
           All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the village website calendar which can be accessed directly at:  
                                                                              www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm. 

 

 

Odd Jobs?  

                  General Maintenance? 

House Repairs? Masonry? Painting & Decorating?

Landscaping? Renovations?  Building Work?  

Ground-works? 

MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810795 M: 07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman Call for a Free Quote.  

       Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

Museum of Dartmoor Life  
West Street, Okehampton  
The museum is developing a reputation as a 
fun and friendly place to volunteer.  
We have vacancies for people with a wide 
range of skills and interests and training will be provided.   
Mon - Fri 10:15am - 4:15pm Sat 10:15am 1pm  
Season Tickets & Offers for local people  
Fun family activities through-out the year  

www.museumofdartmoorlife.co.uk    
enquiries@museumofdartmoorlife.co.uk  
01837 52295 Charity no 900281  

Open 7th April until 2nd November  

 

 
Do you enjoy great days out? 

Join this exciting new group of volunteer marshals 
and stewards helping to run a huge range of 

large public events in West Devon 
Get ready to roll with West Devon Rovers! 

 
For more details of this and much more 

Drop in Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
10am-2pm 13 East St. Okehampton 

 Thursdays 9 am-1pm Tavistock Library 
 Fridays  1pm-4pm Tavistock Library 

Freephone 0330 660 0357 
Email volunteering@westdevoncvs.org.uk 

 

 

Volunteer Centre West Devon is a service provided by 
West Devon Community and Voluntary Services 

Supported by: Devon County Council and West Devon  
Borough Council 

Registered Office: 13 East St. Okehampton EX20 1AS 
Registered Charity no 1119730.  

Registered Company no 6115797 


