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Affordable housing – question and 
answer session 

 
On 12 May parishioners had the opportunity 
to put questions on the provision of affordable 
housing to officers from Dartmoor National 
Park Authority (planning), West Devon 
Borough Council (housing policy) and the 
Community Council of Devon (housing needs 
survey).  The meeting began with a run 
through of the latest responses to the 
consultation – the final report is available on 
the village website.  Key points of clarification 
from the officers were: 
 

 The consultation exercise will inform decisions 
but were not a “vote” for different sites. 

 Some opposed any development within 
Brentor.  However, since the adoption of 
DNPA’s Core Strategy in 2008 it has been 
DNPA’s policy to allow the development of for 
some affordable housing in Brentor on an 
appropriate site.  If DNPA received an 
application for affordable housing on a site 
which met with adopted policies then a 
planning consent would be almost certainly 
granted, maybe by a planning inspector on 
appeal.  The call for sites was undertaken to 
see if an appropriate site could be found. 

 The Housing Needs Survey is considered fit 
for purpose.  Whilst there will inevitably have 
been changes since it was carried out 
evidence from other villages is that need has 
increased over time.   

 The number of affordable houses to be 
provided remains 10.  At least 6 of these will 
be for rent, with up to 4 being shared 
ownership.  None would migrate to the open 
market, remaining available for those 
qualifying for an affordable home in 
perpetuity.  DNPA’s policies allow for a limited 
amount of open market housing to be 
provided where this is necessary to make an 
affordable housing scheme financially viable.  
No more than 25% of the total number of 
houses will be open market.  The maximum 

number of houses to be developed would 
therefore be 13. 

 The policy over who would live in the 
affordable housing is governed by planning 
policies set out in DNPA’s Development 
Management Document and Affordable 
Housing Supplementary Planning Document.   

Tim Beavon:  Chair, Brentor Parish Council  

 
Parish Council meeting, 19 May 

 
Affordable housing was discussed following the 
q&a session the previous week. Members with a 
perceived interest withdrew from the hall for the 
debate after a public discussion. Liz Hill chaired 
the item with the two remaining eligible 
councillors, John Drury and Antonia Frankland.  
 
It was agreed to rank the 5 feasible sites, 
although there was some debate as to whether 
sites 1 and 3 met the planning criteria. Sites 5, 6, 
7, & 8 were excluded as not feasible. The 
councillors ranked the 5 feasible sites as follows, 
in their order of preference: 
 
JD: 1, 2, 3, 4, 9. 
AF: 3, 2, 1, 4, 9. 
LH: 9, 2, 4, 3, 1. 

 
There was an inconclusive and somewhat 
confusing debate about the stark variation of 
views about site 9. Recognising the spread of 
views the rankings were scored from 5 to 1, the 
preferred sites getting the higher scores. 
Therefore the final hierarchy of preferences from 
the Parish Council to be put to the planning 
authorities are: 
 
Site 2 = 12 points (4+4+4); site 3 = 10 points; site 
1 = 9 points; site 9 = 7 points; site 4 = 7 points. 
 
No doubt the story will continue. 
Joe Kuipers, BN June editor. 
 

Minutes for the recent Brentor Parish Council 
Meeting are posted on the Village Notice Boards 
and in the Bus Shelter 

 



 
Coffee Morning 

 
Saturday 7th June, 10.30-12 

Meet up with friends and neighbours over freshly 
brewed coffee. 

Enjoy the bacon rolls and homemade cakes. 
 

And again on Saturday 5th July when you can 
view the calendar photographs! 

 
Sheryl 870554 

 
Brentor Garden Club 

 
“A Virtual Tour of Lundy Island” 

a talk by Simon Dell, MBE, 
on Thursday 19th June at 7.30 p.m. 

in the Brentor Village Hall 

(Rona Baker 820308, Hall Diary) 

 

Simon Dell is currently the Director and 

Coordinator of Moorland Guides. He retired from 

the police after 30 years service.  In 1997 he was 

awarded the MBE for services to the community 

as well as mountain rescue. Simon’s off-duty 

interests have involved 20 years as a member of 

the Dartmoor Rescue Group, being its’ chairman 

in 1995 and he is also a Dartmoor National Park 

Guide. He leads guided walks on Lundy Island 

and is a member of the Lundy Field Society 

having written several books about the island. 

Lundy Island lies off the coast of North Devon, 

where the Atlantic Ocean meets the Bristol 

Channel with nothing between it and America.  A 

granite outcrop, three and a half miles long and 

half a mile wide, in the hubbub of the modern 

world it is a place apart, peaceful and unspoilt. 

Visitors very welcome 
£2.00 on the door 
Heather Webster – Tel: 810004 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS! 

 
Following the success of the first  

calendar, would you like your photos to be 
included in the 2015 Brentor Calendar? 

 
The 2014 calendar raised £387 for the benefit of 
the village hall and playing fields. Let’s see if we 
can raise the same again, or even more with the 
next calendar. This year the calendar will be a 
postage friendly size so it can be sent to friends 
and family for the cost of a large letter. 
 
So we need your prints of local subjects in and 
around Brentor parish throughout the seasons. 
Images should be in landscape format and will 
then be cropped square to fit the calendar. The 
exception is the new category for the cover, which 
will be portrait, with the finished image being very 
tall. Photographs should be high resolution, 
ideally between 0.5 and 4 Mb. The chosen 
images will need to be transferred in jpeg, png or 
eps for editing into the calendar; let us know if 
you need any help or advice in this connection! 
 
You can submit as many photos as you like; it 
doesn’t matter if they have already been shown. 
A lidded box will be outside Village Hall from 1st 
June until 5.00pm to Wednesday 2nd July. The 
box will be emptied daily. The prints should be in 
a plastic envelope with your name, address, 
phone number and email on the back. 
 
All entries will be displayed in Brentor Village Hall 
at the coffee morning 10.30 -12.00 on Saturday 
5th July so you can vote for your favourite 13 
images while munching on a tasty bacon roll and 
drinking a cup of coffee. 
 
For information – Sarah Walker-Smith 860165     
Email: liddaton@me.com 
For technical queries – John Wheeler 810083 
Email:  johnw@brentor.net 
on behalf of the calendar group 
 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, 
Servicing, and Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

01822 810494 (h) / 0778 2345395 (mob) 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

 

Would you like more information or to get 
involved in the First World War Project? 

 Come along to the next Brentor Living Archive 
Group in the Village Hall  

on Friday 20 June at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Full details from:  irene.cradick@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:liddaton@me.com


School News 
 
We can’t believe how quickly the summer term is 
passing us by!  The children enjoyed dressing up 
in red and white on St George’s. On the 1st May, 
Maddy from Year 6 was crowned May Queen and 
the children had a picnic lunch to celebrate. 
 
The swimming team were over the moon at once 
again retaining the Tavistock Small Schools 
trophy at the local Swimming Gala for the third 
year running. The cross country runners also 
celebrated being runners-up in the small schools 
section of the local cross country league. 
 
Our Year 6 children are excited about their 
week’s residential in July and they have been 
actively raising money to help reduce the costs. 
Grace’s Decorate an Egg competition was 
extremely successful and the prizes donated by 
Salisbury Henderson were well-received! By the 
time you read this issue, the children would have 
completed a 13 mile sponsored walk to help raise 
funds.  
 
We are now preparing everything for our new 
Reception children who will be starting school in 
September. We are delighted to welcome children 
and families from Mary Tavy, Brentor, Peter Tavy, 
Tavistock and Lydford and we look forward to the 
children coming in for their eight induction 
afternoons this term. We are also really pleased 
that we will once again be able to continue to run 
four small classes into the next academic year 
and this means that children could be taught in 
classes below twenty in number. 
 
Please feel very welcome to come along to our 
Summer Fayre which will be held at Coronation 
Hall, Mary Tavy on Friday 4th July between 6.00 
and 8.00pm. Thank you to everyone in our local 
communities who support our school. 
 
Nicky Pratten, Headteacher 
 

********************************************* 

 

 
Mary Tavy and Brentor Community Primary 

School: After School Drama Club 
Drama Presentation Evening 
Thursday 5th June: 4:30pm 

Brentor Village Hall 
 

All welcome to come and see ‘Crossroads’, a 
group-devised piece based on ‘The giant’s 

necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo.  
Judy Baxter 810375 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Might you be interested? 
 
MED (Manaton and East Dartmoor) Theatre is 
starting their new project The Walk, funded by 
Arts Council England. The project will use the 
prize-winning poem The Walk by local writer Mark 
Beeson to inspire drama, dance and music 
through exploring how the landscape of Dartmoor 
can come to life. There are 2 FREE summer 
activities and one costed residential on offer for a 
variety of age groups, 13+. 
 
Spaces are limited so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. (Your place on the residential will 
be secured on receipt of a £30 fully refundable 
deposit.)  For further information or to book 
contact abbystobart@medtheatre.co.uk or 01647 
441356 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dermot Carney, a Brentor resident says: 

“Have a listen, it's guaranteed to raise a smile.” 

 
'She Pulls the Petal From the Flower' the first 
single in 28 years from Yeah Yeah Noh, featuring 
Brentor resident and co-composer Dermot 
Carney, will be released on 2nd June.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/CherryRedRecords?fref=ts 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST AT CHICKS 
Sunday 6th of July; 9.45 – 11.30am. 

 
Short all- age service from 9.45 to 10.15; 
breakfast from 10.15. Donations towards 
breakfast welcomed. Please let Sally / Chris 
know if you are coming to help with the 
planning. 
 
All information from Sally / Chris Pancheri 
810285 ; sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk 
 

£215 raised at Curry Supper on 9th May.  
Thank you to all who joined in another very 
social evening, to those who brought along 
any of the wonderful selection of curries, 
nineteen in all and for the perfectly cooked 
rice.  Year on year the spread gets better and 
better. Thank you all again for supporting 
Christian Aid. 
 
Sue Rhodes 
 

mailto:abbystobart@medtheatre.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CherryRedRecords?fref=ts
mailto:sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk


 

 

 
 

Diary Dates 

Every Tuesday 7.30pm – ‘ Yoga’ with Jane Osborne  832897 

JUNE 

Wed 4th 8.00pm Brentor  Commons Slide show and displays Mike Whitfield 810209 

Thu 5th 4.30pm ‘Crossroads’ – Our Primary  School drama, in the 
Village Hall 

Judy Baxter 810375 

Sat 7th 10.30am Coffee morning Sheryl 810554 

Thu 19th 7.30pm Garden Club – ‘A tour of Lundy Island’ Heather Webster 810004 

Fri 20th 7.30pm Living Archive Group, all welcome 
Irene.cradick@btinternet.com 

Irene Cradick  

      

July 

Fri 4th 6.00pm Mary Tavy and Brentor School Summer Fayre Nicky Pratten  

Sat 5th 10.30 Coffee morning + photo voting Sheryl 870554 

Sun 6th 9.4 5 – 
11.00 

CHICKS – breakfast, at CHICKS – PLEASE let 
Sally know you might be going. 

Sally  

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Village Hall Bookings via Liz Wheeler 810083   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  

 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be 
appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and phone number 
on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the website should be sent to: 
colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial team:    Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com      Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 

John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net            Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net   

Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House 
Repairs? Masonry? Painting & Decorating? 

Landscaping? Renovations?  Building Work? 
Ground-works? 

 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

 Home  01822 810 795   Mob  07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman 

 Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

 

FINAL COPY DATE FOR JULY EDITION 

23 June to: mikewhit@btinternet.com and 810209  

mailto:colin.dawes@virgin.net
mailto:r.blower@btinternet.com
mailto:mikewhit@btinternet.com
mailto:johnw@brentor.net
mailto:croakytoad@ukgateway.net

