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Breakfast at CHICKS 

Sunday 6 July Between 9.45-11.30am 
Following on from the success of last year's fund 

raising event for CHICKS, Tavy Youth Club and Brentor 

Church invite you to join them for a short All Age 

Service, followed by the option of a FULL ENGLISH 

BREAKFAST or CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST. Breakfast 

will be served from about 10.15am so if you wish to  

join us,  just for breakfast that is fine, turn up then! 

We would especially love the opportunity to welcome 

any new people who have moved into Brentor over 

the past 12 months. Come and say hello and find out 

more about CHICKS! 

Our breakfast ingredients are all donated, so 

all donations will be given to the work of CHICKS. Our 

suggested donation for a full English breakfast is £4.50 

for adults and a child's breakfast £2. We will be using 

the outdoor barn so there is cover overhead, but  

please dress according to the weather!  

This year we have also been given some fantastic 

raffle prizes so please make sure you come along to 

buy your raffle tickets too!  

It would be very helpful to have an idea of likely 

numbers, so if you are planning to join us, please 

email or phone to let us know. However you will also 

be very welcome if you turn up last minute and are 

willing to take 'pot luck'!  

Sally and Christopher Pancheri     810285            

sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk 

BRENTOR COMMONS 

After a spring of chill and rain we have had the most 

wonderful show of bluebells and hawthorn blossom 

on Bowden and Liddaton Downs. Anyone who has 

driven or walked across the commons over the past 

couple of weeks, especially at evening , will have been 

rewarded with the a carpet of the best blue you could 

imagine. Now we have the white froth of the pignut 

and the fronds of the bracken coming through with 

patches of buttercups to add a real splash of colour. 

What can we now expect over the coming weeks? 

With some hoped for summer sunshine we can expect 

a good show of butterflies. Already the speckled wood 

are flitting around  as you walk along the paths; let’s 

hope for some good numbers of small pearl bordered 

fritillary, one of our specialities. 

Look out for the yellowhammers and linnets which 

have now raised their first broods and are  easily seen 

as they move around feeding them. The lovely sound 

of the willow warblers descending scale and the 

onomatopoeic sound of the chiffchaff can be heard at 

any part of the common. Any walk around can 

guarantee some exciting natural history, so get out 

there.                                    Barry Albrighton 860 445 

 

Coffee morning 

Saturday 5th July 10.30-12. 

Meet up with friends and neighbours and enjoy the 

freshly brewed coffee and bacon rolls.  

Homemade cakes always available. 

Bring excess produce, buy eggs, plants etc. 

Raffle. 

This month there will also be the photos on view, for 

the calendar, for you to vote for. 

We will be having a coffee morning in August. 

Sheryl 870554 

 

Do you have any documents relating to the Village 

Hall and Playing Field? 

Have you ever been a member the Brentor Village Hall 

and Playing Field Committee?  If you have, you may 

have items relating to the history of this Charity. 

The Committee is carrying out a review of its 

documentation and finds that much has gone missing 

over the years.  You may have been a Secretary, 

Treasurer or Chairperson of the Committee and 

accidentally retained documents relating to the 

Charity, its property and buildings.  Please take a look 

in your cupboards and attic if you think that you may 

have something of interest to us.  We would really like 

to have it back for our archives! 

Colin Dawes, Chairperson 

On behalf of the Village Hall and Playing Field 

Committee 

Contact colin.dawes@virgin.net or 811079 



Car boot sale 

Brentor Village Playing Field 

July 27th at 12pm 

A fee of £6 per car will go to Brentor Village Hall 

Refreshments will be available 

For further information 

Please contact mark on 

01752 701197 

  

Families in Brentor in April 1911 
 

 

 
The Cowling family 

There were 164 family 

names represented in the 

1911 village census (from 

Alford to Yelland). 61 

were mentioned only 

once, but there were 

several clusters of 

families with the same 

name, though not 

necessarily closely 

related. Some brothers 

even varied in the 

spelling of their surname, 

as did their children, 

within their lifetimes. 

John Walter and George 

Walters were brothers. 

The other George Walters, brother of James, the 

Lydford rural postman, may have been a cousin. Most 

represented were the Medlands with 25 members in 7 

families. There were 22 Battens in 5 families and 16 

Doidges in 3 families. Each of these names will be 

familiar from the war memorial. Beneath the surname 

layer were complex relationships through marriage. 

Large families often had one or two married into other 

local families, as well as a mother or grandmother 

from another. The Greenings were related to the 

Cowlings, the Bickles and the Prouses. The Prouses to 

the Williams, Cooks and Martins. The Symons to the 

Bickles, the Westlakes and the Gerrys in different 

generations. Yet many of the sons and daughters 

married people from further afield. Some families 

moved around the county and abroad, leaving 

members married into families. Canada was a very 

popular destination for young people in the years 

between 1911 and the Great War 

The 1911 Census is very informative as, completed 

and signed by the head of the house, more detail is 

given about families and their homes than previously. 

Copies of these will be available at the History 

Exhibition in November.  

Irene Cradick              irene.cradick@btinternet.com 

 

 

Free for collection : selection of double glazing units 

of various sizes, suitable for cold frames etc. 

Anne Malleson, 01822 860304. 

 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, andBreakdown repair 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494             Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

 

Mary Tavy And Brentor Community  

Primary School 
The last few weeks of the Summer Term are flying by 

and we can’t believe how much we have covered this 

term! Our Family Lunches continue to be very popular 

and our Mother’s Day and Father’s Day lunches that 

we held for the first time ever were so successful that 

we plan to repeat these events next year.  

Although it is extremely important that the basics are 

taught, we also value ensuring that our children are 

active. Two teams represented the school at the West 

Devon Quad Kids event at Tavistock Athletic Track and 

we saw some outstanding performances from many of 

our young athletes. Our ‘A’ Team were placed 4th 

overall and Lily was 2
nd

 girl. We celebrated National 

Sports Week with a variety of physical activities that 

really engaged the children. 

We continue to teach our children through topics and 

Class 2 held a very enjoyable and successful World 

War 1 Day. Classes 1C and 1M will be visiting 

Wembury Beach as part of their learning and Class 3 

will be visiting Cotehele House to reinforce work 

based on the Tudors. 

Our Drama Club children performed a short play in 

Brentor Village Hall called “Crossroads” that they had 

put together themselves and was based on a Michael 

Morpurgo story. The Club is led by Judy Baxter and she 

works extremely hard to ensure the children have a 

fantastic time each week when they can express 

themselves through drama. Thank you to Judy for all 

her hard work over the year and to Martin Kent who 

played the backing music for the performance. 

Our eight induction afternoons for our children 

starting in Reception in September have started. We 

are delighted that they will be taught in a small class 

of 11 children as we are able to maintain four small 

classes next year. Numbers in each class across the 

school will range from 11 to 22 in September which is 

way below the national average.  

This is just a small snapshot of what we have been up 

to this term and we always welcome visitors or 

children having a ‘Taster Day’ with us so please feel 

very welcome to contact the school on 01822 810384. 

Nicky Pratten     Headteacher 



   

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?  

House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810 795                              07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman  

Call for a Free Quote.  

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

 

 

“Summertime…volunteering is easy…” 

(apologies to George Gershwin) 
Discover great new volunteering opportunities -

indoor, outdoor,flexible, one-off to suit every interest 

- you name it! 

To find out more contact us Freephone 0330 660 0357  

volunteering@westdevoncvs.org.uk 

• Tuesdays and Wednesdays10am-2pm 13East 

St. Okehampton 

• Thursdays 9 am-1pm Tavistock Library 

• Fridays  1pm-4pm Tavistock Library 

Volunteer Centre West Devon is a service provided by 

West Devon Community and Voluntary Services 

 

 

IS YOUR WILL UP-TO-DATE? 

With a Will in place you can have the peace of 

mind that on your death your wishes will be 

acted upon, you will save your loved ones 

distress and perhaps reduce inheritance tax.  

Don’t leave it to chance! 

Contact Robert Cumming of South West Wills & 

Probate  

01822 860281 / 07958 669541 / 

bobforfish@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Robert Cumming is a Member of  

The Society of Will Writers and 

Estate Planning Practitioners  and 

complies with its Code of Conduct.  

www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

 

 

 

Brentor Living Archive 

First World War Exhibition 
A very productive meeting of the Brentor Living 

Archive Group took place on 20 June to discuss the 

planning of the History Exhibition, scheduled to take 

place over the weekend of 8th and 9th November.  

Exhibits will be focused on Brentor at the time of the 

First World War and will include displays on the work 

of the local Schools, Church & Chapel, Railways, 

Farming & Business, local families and the efforts of 

parishioners.  

In addition we are planning to have an area dedicated 

to those now living in Brentor but whose ancestors 

lived in other parts of the country. This will be an 

opportunity for you to share those memories and 

objects of your family and how they contributed to the 

war effort either in the UK or abroad.  

On hand will be experts to assist you in your own 

family history research as well as providing 

information on who lived in your house in the past. 

Lots of people are involved, in one way or another 

already, but we are keen to have as many people 

involved as possible. If you are at all interested or 

would like more information please contact: 

 Mike Whitfield 810209 or Philip Whitcomb on 01258 

452773 (philip.whitcomb@btinternet.com). 

 

FOR SALE. 

Fridgemaster larder fridge, 

50 cm wide, with salad drawer& 3 moveable shelves. 

Clean, good working order.  £60. 

Anne Malleson Tel : 01822 860304 

 

Brentor Family Day and BBQ  
We are going to hold a family day on Aug 30th at the 

Village Hall from 3pm. 

There will be classes you could enter, for all the family 

(definite details in next months Brentor News) but will 

include  

1.  A Victoria sponge 8" 

2.  Jar of marmalade 

3.  A photo of life in Brentor 

4.  Children's edible necklace 

5.  3 decorated cupcake 

6.  Longest runner bean 

7.  3 tomatoes 

8.  3 hens eggs 

You won't need to pre register, just bring your entries 

at 3pm. Then enjoy a cream tea, chat with friends and 

neighbours and wait for the results. 

Late afternoon into the evening there will be a BBQ. 

Donations of salads please.  Fund raising for the 

Village Hall. 

Sheryl 870554 <sheryl_burroughs@hotmail.com 



 
.   

 

 

Diary Dates 

July 

Friday 4th 6.00pm Mary Tavy & Brentor School Summer Fayre Nicky Pratten  

Saturday 5
th

 10,30 – 12.00 Coffee Morning  & Voting for Brentor Calendar 

2015 photos 

Sheryl 870554 

Sunday  6th 9.45-11.30am Breakfast at CHICKS Sally Pancheri 810285 

Sunday  27th 12.00 noon Car Boot Sale – Brentor Playing Field Mark 01752 701197 

      

 

August 

Saturday  30th 3.00 pm Brentor Family Day & Barbeque Sheryl 870554 

      

 

 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Village Hall Bookings via Liz Wheeler 810083   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  

 

 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition  - July 25th 

 John Wheeler 810083   johnw@brentor.net 

 

   

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside 

the parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small 

donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to 

Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name 

and phone number on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the 

website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial team:     

Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com                           Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net              John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net             

Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 

 

 


