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Mistletoe Fair 
Saturday  6th December 2014 

10.30-3.30 

Brentor  Village Hall 

Join us for the day: free entry 

Programme : 

10.30:       Tea/coffee with mince pies  

11.00:        Songs from The Brentor and Mary Tavy school singing club 

11.30:        Father Christmas arrives for a visit (if he is not too busy) 

12.00-2.00:  Hot and cold homemade lunches including meat and  

                   vegetarian options, soup and ploughman’s. 

2.00-3.30    Cakes and tea/coffee 

2.45         Raffle drawn and winners of treasure map game announced 

Brentor’s famous warming gluhwein is on offer as well! 

Treasure Hunt game and big draw. 

Craft stalls selling handmade gifts and produce, ceramics, art, textiles, cards, jewellery and much more.  

Mistletoe Fair Raffle prizes still gratefully received. Please contact: 

Janet 860445, Pat 810600, Sarah 860165, Glenys 810724 or leave on Pat’s porch, Cloberry 

Cottage. 

Thanks for your help. All proceeds to the Village Hall and Playing Field funds. 

 

 

“Brentor & the First World War” Exhibition 

More than a hundred visitors of all ages came to browse and 

discuss two dozen displays and many exhibits characterising the 

the impacts of the war on this small, rural parish. Children from 

Mary Tavy & Brentor Primary School also provided an excellent 

display of posters, stories and models. Family members came 

from as far away as Cumbria and Shropshire to trace their family 

stories. Throughout the two days of the exhibition there was a 

constant buzz of conversation. The excellent Refreshments 

encouraged people to stay,for several hours in some cases, 

going back time and again to the displays. 

Thank you to everybody who made the exhibition possible, and 

especially to our visitors who made it all worthwhile. 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

  

 

 

New this year! 

The Brentor Bag just £5.50 



 

Brentor  Garden  Club 

 AGM  &  CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING 

Thursday 11
th

 December  

7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 

Come and enjoy a fun Christmas Social Evening 

with  delicious refreshments provided by the 

committee. 
All visitors and potential new members very 

welcome 
Please note that this is the 2nd Thursday of the 

month 

Heather Webster - 810004 

 

Parish Council grants to local 
organisations. 

The Parish Council started work on its budget for 

2015/16 at its meeting in November. As in 

previous years we will consider including a sum for 

supporting local organisations. If your organisation 

is thinking of asking the Parish Council for a grant 

then please send an email to the Parish Clerk by 

the 9th January 2015 with the following 

information: 

- Purpose for which a grant is required 

- Budgeted income and expenditure for the 

current financial year 

- Last audited accounts 

- Report on the use of any previous Parish Council 

grant 

Caroline Sellars, Clerk Brentor Parish Council 

01822 481415 or 07899 655962 (Mon to Fri) 

email: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Support a brighter Christmas for 
disadvantaged children… 
 Local children’s charity CHICKS  would like to 

thank the hundreds of local individuals and 

organisations who have supported them this year.   

CHICKS will also be holding special Christmas 

breaks for children who are unable to celebrate a 

traditional Christmas at home due to issues such 

as poverty, neglect and caring responsibilities. 1 in 

3 children will be spending Christmas in poverty 

and over 700,000 children in the UK will be 

spending it caring for a sick or disabled relative 

With the help of its supporters, CHICKS aims to 

give some of these very deserving children a 

magical Christmas to remember. From 23rd – 27th 

December the children will enjoy a wide array of 

festivities including a trip to the pantomime, 

stockings, presents, traditional Christmas dinner 

and much more. 

If you would like to support CHICKS, please send a 

donation to CHICKS at Christmas Appeal, CHICKS 

Moorland Retreat, Brentor, Devon, PL19 0LX or you 

can make a donation over the phone by calling 

01822 811020 or online at www.chicks.org.uk 

Azita Shamsolahi  01822 811126 

Marketing & Communications Officer     

 

Mary Tavy And Brentor Community  
Primary School 
We can’t believe our first term is nearly over and 

2015 is only round the corner!  

Once again, the children have been very busy at 

school. Classes 2 and 3 visited Tesco in Callington as 

part of the company’s Farm to Fork initiative. The 

children had an opportunity to see behind the scenes 

and learn about where their food comes from. They 

enjoyed the food testing where they tried different 

fruit and even some chocolate! 

The sporting calendar has got off to a great start 

with our Cross Country Team coming second in the 

recent Lew Trenchard Cross Country competition. Our 

Year 5 children have passed their Bikeability awards 

and we have purchased some new equipment and a 

shed for the playground. 

Our school field continues to be developed. The 

children have planted daffodil bulbs and hedging 

plants and they can’t wait until the spring when 

hopefully there will be a mass of yellow at the field. 

We hope that by the end of this term, two sheep will 

have taken up residence near the orchard.  

The children each made a poppy which was put into a 

wreath and on Armistice Day, the whole school walked 

up to the War Memorial in Mary Tavy and held a short 

service which included laying the wreaths and holding 

a two minute silence. Later this term, we will be having 

carols and a Christmas Football Truce at the field as 

part of our commemorations of the First World War. 

In the run-up to Christmas, the children are busy 

practising their words for the Carol Service and 

Christingle at the local churches. The children made 

decorations for the Tree Festivals held in St 

Eustachius’ and St Mary’s Churches. Lots of events 

and activities are taking place such as carol singing to 

the residents of Spring House and to the local WI as 

well as a visit to watch George’s Marvellous Medicine 

at the theatre. 

The term will finish with each class having a party 

and who knows, perhaps Father Christmas will appear 

if any of the younger children have been good! 

On behalf of everybody at the school, I would like to 

wish you all a “Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year” and thank the local community for all their 

support. 
Nicky Pratten, Headteacher 



 

 

A Walk for All 

Followed by 

A Bowl of Soup 

 
Sunday 18

th
 of January 

11am to 2pm 

Starting & finishing at Brentor Village Hall 

Full details in the next Brentor News 

Dave Williams 810375 

 

 
Brentor Commons 
It was very special to see the sun making the dead 

bracken fronds light up with a golden glow reflected by 

the yellows of the gorse flowers and the autumn leaves 

of beech and birch. The people of Brentor have been 

using the common; walking their dogs, riding their 

horses and collecting the autumn bounty of 

blackberries and sloes (there are still some left). All this 

effort helps to keep the footpaths in a much better 

condition than they were a few years ago. 

The rough weather we have been having recently has 

brought the crow family into greater prominence. The 

ravens and carrion crows seem to ride the strong winds 

with skill and enjoyment. Parties of rooks are always in 

the area collectively foraging in the surrounding fields; 

magpies can be seen at all times and jays have been 

quite frequent recently collecting acorns and storing 

them away for harder times to come. 

We have not had any frosts yet and there are still a 

few flowers to be spied, the blushed white yarrow is 

along the path edges and a few pink campions are to 

be found in the hedge bottoms. I am looking forward 

to some really cold weather. There is nothing to beat 

the glistening newness of early morning frosts, making 

everything seem so fresh. They are the real harbinger 

of the winter soon to come. 

Barry Albrighton 860445 
 

   
 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? 

House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? 
Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810 795 

07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman  

Call for a Free Quote.  

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 
 

 
 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair 

of 
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 
Competitive Rates 

  

 FINAL COPY DATE for next edition 

Saturday 27
th

  December 

to Rick Blower 810600        

r.blower@btinternet.com 

 

 

 IS YOUR WILL UP-TO-DATE?  

With a Will in place you can have the peace of mind that on your death your wishes will be acted upon, you will 

save your loved ones distress and perhaps reduce inheritance tax.  Don’t leave it to chance! 

Contact Robert Cumming of South West Wills & Probate  

01822 860281 / 07958 669541 / bobforfish@hotmail.co.uk 

Robert Cumming is a Member of  The Society of Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners  and complies 

with its Code of Conduct. 

 

www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

 



  

Church Christmas Events in Brentor  

We'd like to invite everyone in the village - and from further afield! - to join us this December at Christchurch 

in the village and St Michael's on the Tor. We have a wide range of events, including a revival of the Carols by 

Candlelight sing-along on 22nd December in the Village Hall, and the Crossfield Singers Concert on 7th 

December at St Michael's. Please come along - we'll look forward to seeing you! 

November   

Sunday 30th  First Sunday of Advent service 9.45am, Christchurch 

December   
Friday 5th  Decorate the Christmas Tree - all children welcome!  4-5pm, Christchurch 

Sunday 7th  Family Service 9.45am, Christchurch 

2.45 pm Crossfield Singers Concert**, popular concert of 

seasonal music and carol, with mulled wine and mince pies for 

all. Donation from collection to the DEC Ebola Appeal. 

2.45pm, St Michael's 

Sunday 21st  Communion service 9.45am, Christchurch 

Monday 22nd  Carols by Candlelight - all welcome for favourite carols 

(including requests!), mulled wine and snacks. Collection for 

DEC Ebola Appeal. 

6.30pm, Village Hall 

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 11pm, Christchurch 

Christmas Day Carol Service 3pm, St Michael's 

 

**Please remember warm clothing, stout footware and quite possibly torches for the downward trek  

Wishing everyone in Brentor a very happy Advent, Christmas and New Year! 
 

Diary Dates 

December                                                                                                                                            01822… 

Sat 6th 10.30-3.30 “Mistletoe Fair” Pat Blower  810600 

Sun 7th 11am Christingle, St Mary's Church in Mary Tavy Nicky Pratten  

Thurs 11th 7.30pm Garden Club: AGM and Christmas Social  Heather Webster 810004 

Mon 22nd 6.30pm ‘Carols by Candellight’ Kate Kelly 810287 

January 

Fri 9th  Parish Council Grant application deadline Caroline Sellars 481415 

Sun 18th 11am to 2pm Walk for All & Soup Dave Williams 810375 

February 

Fri 13th Time tba “Brentor Wine Evening” Robin Burdfield 810412 

     

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Village Hall Bookings via Liz Wheeler 810083   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  

 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the 

parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the 

BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike 

Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and 

phone number on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the website 

should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial team:     

Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com                           Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net              John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net             

Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 


