
  Brentor News 
   January 2015     Issue 423 
    www.brentorvillage.org 

                Produced by the Brentor Community Trust 
          www.brentorvillage.org 

 

Villages in Action 

Friday February 6th 8.00pm. 

Brentor Village Hall 
Oliver Meech: When Science and  

Magic Collide 

 
Magic Boffin Oliver Meech 

meddles with forces we barely 

understand in a comedy magic 

show for the QI generation. 

With a fun filled fusion of 

magic, mirth and mindreading, 

expect amazing tricks inspired 

by astounding science. Oliver 

Meech studied Psychology at Oxford          

University, Creativity at top London ad     

agencies and Trickery at the Magic Circle. He 

fuses all three to produce magic that is          

fascinating and different from other            

magicians. He performed at the London 2012 

Olympics and the Science Museum. 

When not Fringeing, Oliver is a regular on  

London’s Comedy, Cabaret and Science scenes. 

After melding magic with Neuropsychology and 

Time in previous hit shows, Oliver now turns 

his attention to the rest of the universe. 

 

The hall will be set out cabaret style and you 

are welcome to bring your own refreshments. 

Doors will open from 7.30pm with the          

performance commencing at 8.00pm. 

Tickets available from Rick Blower 01822 

810600. Adults £8.00, children £6.00         

concessions £6.00. 

Thanks for supporting the Mistletoe Fair 
 
We raised  over £900 to support the Village Hall 
and Playing Field.  The day’s  entertainment from 
the Mary Tavy and  Brentor School Singing 
Group  was  greatly enjoyed and we thank them 
for their participation. So, thanks to all who     
attended and of course all the stall holders,     
Father Christmas, Gluhwein chefs,  cake and 
catering donations , the children who            
competently mangaged the treasure hunt and all 
helpers. We had a great day. See you in 2015. 
 
The Mistletoe Fair Group: Pat, Roz, Janet, 

Glenys, Sue and Sarah 

A 1 Hour Walk for All 

Followed by 

£3.50 for the soup, a drink and a piece 

of traybake 
Sunday 18th of January 

11.45 for 12.00 start 

Starting & finishing at 

Brentor Village Hall 

Food served between 1pm 

& 2pm 

You are welcome to come for refreshments only 

Please let me know if you are coming so that we 

can plan for numbers 

 

Dave Williams 810375 
 

Ebola Appeal  
Thank you to all those who contributed to the 
Ebola Appeal, at the Village Hall, Carol    
evening recently.  Including gift aid            
contributions, we were able to donate just 
over £200 from Brentor.   
Sally Wetherbee 

Happy New Year  



BRENTOR COMMONS 
 

The leaves have now almost completely gone from the 
trees and shrubs, on the oak trees the oak apples are 
now clear to see. These are the growths produced by 
the tree in response to the eggs of the oak gall wasp. 
When we see them now the grubs have hatched and 
burrowed out to leave a little black hole in the brown 
outer covering.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much of the wild fruit has now been devoured by the 
redwings and fieldfares. The holly berries are  
completely gone and the hawthorn is starting to look 
rather depleted. 
Walking around, it is good to see the robins and wrens 
are busy foraging along the path edges where the 
ground has been disturbed. Surrounding bushes are 
home to a variety of finches and tits with our resident 
yellowhammers adding a real splash of colour. 
As the real cold weather starts to come in we should 

be able to see some snipe in the rushy areas and in 

the central grassy spaces. Look out for them zig-

zagging as they fly away if you (or the dog) disturb 

them. Another hard weather   visitor is the brambling, 

very similar to a chaffinch but with a prominent white 

rump. They like to feed on the fallen beech masts, a 

good place is the entrance to Rowden farm (200 m 

before the signpost coming from Brentor) and in the 

area around Wingletang on the way to Tavistock. Up 

to twenty chaffinches and perhaps one or two        

brambling often scatter as you drive past. Just look for 

the white rump. 

Barry Albrighton 

 BUSY VILLAGE SCHOOL 

 

We had a fantastic end of term with our 

Christmas celebrations. One of the highlights 

included our Carol Service where the children 

participated in a traditional Nativity written by 

a former member of staff. The children made 

decorations, based on the World War I      

Football Truce, for the Tree Festivals held at 

St. Eustachius and St. Mary’s Churches. The 

children also participated in the Brentor     

Mistletoe Fayre and the Christingle Service at 

St. Mary’s. Our children also visited Blackdown 

and Spring House Residential Homes and sang 

carols to the residents.  

We are very proud of our singing at our school 

and in March, most of Key Stage 2 children are 

off to Wembley in London to sing at the Voice 

in a Million Charity concert. This will be an 

amazing experience for all the children. 

Our dates for sporting activities are in the  

diary and children will be taking part in cross 

country events as well as basketball coaching 

from Plymouth Raiders and Tag Rugby coaching 

from Exeter Chiefs. These will be great       

opportunities for the children. We also have 

dance and gymnastics coaching planned for the 

younger children for the Spring Term.  

Nicky Pratten: Headteacher 

 

Ercol Renaissance 3 piece suite £350.00 
3 seater sofa with “his and hers” arm chairs.   

Solid wood (ash I think), with removable cushions 

and covers.  Excellent condition - no chips, 

scrapes or blemishes on wood.  Recovered in good 

quality velvet 8 years ago.  Set of original Ercol 

covers for 1 chair and sofa included. 6 Cushions in 

original Ercol fabric included’'. Ercol still offers a             

re-upholstery service for this suite. 

Tim Beavon 810564 

I would like to thank all those who turned out on Sunday the 

30th of November to help with the Play Area tidy up. A  

special thanks to Kate & Sue for the warming soups they 

provided. 

A lot was achieved. We plan to do the same again in the 

early spring so that we can get this area into use again. 

Watch this space for further announcements about our   

future plans for the Playing Field & the Play Area. 

Dave Williams 

Chair  - Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 

Tavy Youth Group 
  

  If the weather is OK, we are planning an outing to 

the  Eden Project on Saturday 17 January, arriving after 

midday. We are taking a shared lunch and would love to 

welcome any families or individuals, who would like to 

join us. Apart from the opportunity to ice skate there is a 

chance to enjoy all that Eden offers, for all ages! Residents 

of Devon and Cornwall can buy an annual pass, at a greatly 

reduced rate. Details: www.edenproject.com or contact 

Sally Pancheri 01822  810285. PS if we are unable to go 

because of bad weather, Tavy youth group will meet at 

CHICKS 7-9pm, for monthly meeting. 

 

Sally Wetherbee 810285 



Happy New Year! We are back! 
Enjoy your regular, first Saturday of the 
month, coffee morning... 
Saturday 3rd Jan.   10.30-12. 
We will have bacon rolls, homemade cakes 
and freshly brewed coffee. 
Our raffle table could benefit from any 
unloved/unwanted Christmas presents, (hint 
hint) … 
 
Looking forward to meeting up with friends 
and neighbours in 2015. 
 
Sheryl 

 “Spring into Yoga” in Brentor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Yoga term begins Tuesday 6th January  2015 

at the Village Hall 7.00pm until 8.30pm. We are a 

very friendly yoga group who would welcome new 

members; you do not need to be super fit - we are all 

very different in our abilities and rarely put our feet 

behind our ears whilst standing on our heads! We do 

however aim to increase our flexibility, strength and 

understanding of ourselves. This is done through a 

planned practice of achievable yoga which can never-

theless challenge us on many different levels.  If you 

are interested in trying some yoga in a non competitive  

environment then please contact Jane for more                        

information.   

Parish Council grants to local organisations. 
 
A reminder: if your organisation is thinking of asking 
the Parish Council for a grant; then please send an 
email to the Parish Clerk (brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk) by 
the 9th January 2015 with the following information: 
  
- Purpose for which a grant is required 
- Budgeted income and expenditure for the current 
financial year 
- Last audited accounts 
- Report on the use of any previous Parish Council 
grant 
  
Caroline Sellars 
  
Clerk Brentor Parish Council 
Brentor Parish Clerk 
Mrs Caroline Sellars 
1 Abbotsfield Crescent, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8EY 
Tel: 01822 481415 or 07899 655962 (Monday to   
Friday) 
email: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.brentorvillage.org 

 

Jane Osborne (British Wheel of Yoga         

accredited Teacher, Mandala Yoga Teaching        

Diploma) 

Tel (01822) 832897, email info@yogadreckly.com 

ww.yogadreckly.com 

Brentor Wine Evening  

Friday 13th February 2015: 

8.00pm Brentor Village Hall 
 

 

Bookings are now being accepted for another     

famous Brentor Wine Evening – our attempt to   

dispel the winter gloom. 

For the 2015 edition we are inviting back a number 

of previous presenters (around six or seven, all       

local) to give us just One Favourite Wine – with 

just a little bit of chat before each tasting. 

And we will also have someone new. 

In addition there will be a not- too- serious       

competition to challenge the taste buds – plus a 

raffle for a bottle of something rather especially 

good. 

Water and biscuits will be on the tables – please 

bring anything more substantial if needed. No need 

to bring any wine! “Tickets” are £7.00 and – due to 

the limited  number of spaces – we need firm   

bookings,  preferably paid in advance – call Robin. 

 

Robin Burdfield 810412 John Wheeler 810083. 

 

mailto:brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.brentorvillage.org/
mailto:info@yogadreckly.com
http://ww.yogadreckly.com


Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. 

If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emails to you, send your request to 

johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert  insertion should be 

sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the 

author’s name and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless 

specifically requested   otherwise. Any comments on the website should be sent to Colin Dawes - 

colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com - Mike Whitfield 810209 

mikewhit@btinternet.com - John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net-Jane Phelpstead 810635 croaky-

toad@ukgateway.net– Joe Kuipers  810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

Final Copy Date for the February edition, January 25th, to  

Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

January 2015 
Sat 3rd:            10.30-12.00           Coffee morning                                                                Sheryl Burroughs  870554 
Tues 6th:          7.00pm                  Yoga Term commences                                                  Jane Osborne       832897 
Sat 17th:                                        Tavy Youth group visit to the Eden Project                      Sally Wetherbee   810285 
Mon 19th:         7.30pm                  Brentor Parish Council Meeting                     Caroline Sellars   481415 
Sun 18th:         11.45                      Walk and Soup                                                                Dave Williams      810375 
 
  
February 2015  
Fri 7th:             8.00pm                  Villages in Action  Oliver Meech           Rick Blower 810600 
Sat 7th :          10.30-12.00            Coffee Morning                                                                Sheryl Burroughs    870554 
Fri 13th:           7.30pm                  Wine Evening                                                                   John Wheeler 810083 
Thurs 19th:      7.30pm                  Garden Club ‘Camellias’ a talk by Jeremy Wilson            Rona Baker 820308 
 
March 2015         
Sat 7th: 10.30-12.00         Coffee Morning                                                        Sheryl Burroughs  870554 

         
Hall bookings and enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the village website calendar which can be accessed       
directly at: www.brentorvillage.org/1_cal.htm. 
 

Please check availability before making a booking request.        

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician; Commissioning, 
Servicing, and Breakdown repair of all types 
of Domestic Oil fired Appliances AGA-
Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on:Home 01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

 

 

 

 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?; House         

Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? ;Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 
MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810795 M: 07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman Call for a Free Quote.  

       Friendly professional service Guaranteed 


