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Special Event....
Craft/Coffee Morning.

Saturday 7th March. 10.30-12
As a special event we are having various craft tables with gifts, books and cards suitable for Mother's Day 
and Easter.

Don't forget the bacon rolls, homemade cakes, freshly brewed coffee and the fund raising raffle.

Thank you for an amazing response to our last Coffee Morning: at one time we counted 64 people! We took a 
recordbreaking £193 for the Village Hall and sold out of everything, which was a first.

Sheryl  870554
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THE  BARN  OWL TRUST – 
A  TALK  AND  SLIDESHOW
Thursday 19th March 2015 at 7.30 p.m. in the 
Brentor Village Hall

The Barn Owl Trust is a Devon based charity 
working hard to conserve one of the most 
beautiful birds on earth.  It has a small team of 
professional staff and volunteers who work hard 
to improve the lot of the Barn Owl.  This ranges 
from erecting nesting boxes, to creating ideal 
Barn Owl habitats, providing quality care for 
casualty owls to undertaking innovative research 
and environmental educational work.

This will be a fascinating talk and slideshow 
providing an interesting insight into the life of the 
Barn Owl and the work of the Barn Owl Trust.

Visitors very welcome
£2.00 on the door 

Sue Stephens Tel: 01822 860374



BRENTOR COMMONS -
BOWDEN and LIDDATON
A party from the Commons Trust has 
been carrying out some coppicing and 
canopy clearance during the recent cold 
weather. We had a pair of goldcrest char-
acteristically swinging upside down as they foraged above 
our heads while several robins were keen to search the 
ground where our activities had disturbed the leaf litter.

Several mounds of deer droppings indicated that this was 
an area that the Roe deer used to rest up. On leaving the 
coppicing team I was walking across the middle of the 
common when a large dog fox slowly wandered in front of 
me. I had the sun behind me so Reynard sauntered along, 
caught a vole and chomped it in front of my eyes.

Fresh molehills can be found in many areas, and rabbits 
are often spotted when driving across the common. It is 
good to know that the larger mammals are thriving.

A large gull glided above us. This was a lesser black 
backed gull moving from its roosting area, where up to 
several hundred birds rest on Roadford Lake. The birds 
can often be seen passing over on the way down to the 
coast to feed and back again in the evening.

Plant life is thriving even in this cold spell. In the hedge 
bottoms the wall pennywort, dogs mercury and primroses 
among many others are already well on the way to their 
spring blooming. 

Barry Albrighton 860445

CARMEN comes to PLYMOUTH
Georges Bizet’s ‘Carmen’, the most popular opera of all 
time, comes to Plymouth in May 2015. The award-winning 
Plymouth Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Company (PGS) present 
a new and exciting production of ‘Carmen’, sung in a new 
English translation, at the Devonport Playhouse from 
Tuesday 19th to Friday 22nd at 7.30pm and Saturday 
23rd May at 2.30pm. Please note that there is no Saturday 
evening performance. 

The production will be faithful to its original setting, but 
with a contemporary production style. In the leading roles 
are a number of well-known singers, including regular 
principals Simon Prout as Morales and our local resident 
Peter Clement (‘best character actor’ winner at the 21st 
International Gilbert and Sullivan Festival 2014) as Zuniga. 
Pete, a bass-baritone, joined Plymouth G&S in 2000 as part 
of its production of The Mikado and has been cast in princi-
pal roles in each of its productions since.

The production will be designed by the award-winning Andy 
Martin, beautifully costumed, and with authentic Spanish 
‘Lorca Dancers’ appearing throughout. 
Bizet’s sweeping, romantic score will be performed by a 
15-piece professional orchestra and full chorus, conducted 
by Jane Warwick. 

Tickets ranging between £10 - £16 are available from 01752 
225505 or at www.plymouthgilbertandsullivan.com

TOR & TAVY W.I.
At the time of writing we have not yet had our February 
meeting but are looking forward to seeimg Ameera on 
the 26th when we are belly dancing.  At our March meet-
ing we will be welcoming  Lucie who will be teaching us 
to make needle felted Easter Eggs, so we will be enjoy-
ing learning a new skill from our clever Secretary!

We meet in the village hall on the 4th Thursday of 
every month, except March this year as the hall is used 
all week by the Brentorians, when we will meet on 
Wednesday 18th.   Meetings start at 7.30.   We have 
many interesting evenings in the pipeline for the next 
year to include Reiki, origami, a talk by Quickes’  chees-
es, walks on Dartmoor, theatre trips, vineyard trips and 
many more activities.   We also have a group for lady 
bookworms, who meet monthly in the Bedford Hotel, if 
you are interested in this, contact Jane on 810171.

Tor & Tavy WI are part of a wider group of WI's called 
The Four Rivers Group, we have a group meeting annu-
ally and this year we are hosting the evening.  On 30th 
April we are inviting 15 members from each of the other 
WI's in the group to Brentor Christchurch in the village, 
to listen and sing along to Tamar Valley Male Voice 
Choir, we will then make our way to the village hall to a 
supper prepared by our WI at which there will be a raf-
fle and a chance to buy some items at a stall to be run by 
next year’s Group Meeting hosts.

We would welcome anyone to come along for a taster 
evening - ring Trish on 810115 or Lucie on 810840 for 
further information.



CHRISTCHURCH ORGAN
As you may know, the organ in Christchurch has lately 
been showing its age, and is now in need of extensive 
restoration work. The Brentor PCC would like to invite 
all interested parties - parishioners or village residents - 
to a meeting in Christchurch on Saturday 14th March 
10:30am 
to discuss the way forward. All welcome, and there will be 
tea and cake to fuel the discussion!
Many thanks, David

DL Harris BVSc MRCVS - 07795 320 153
Also:
Jennifer Venning will be holding a "Drop-in Soup Kitchen" 
in the church from 12.00 'til 1-30p.m. on April 1st to 
raise some much needed funds. Have you ever fancied try-
ing the organ?  If so, come and have a go and enjoy a hot 
soup.  We hope you will note this date and come along and 
support your local church. 

Jennifer Venning 810555 

LAMERTON
POINT-TO-POINT HORSE RACING

l

SUNDAY 22nd MARCH
l

KILWORTHY, NR TAVISTOCK
l

FIRST RACE 1.00pm
 Bar / Bookmakers / Refreshments

l

Car and driver  £10
Other passengers + £5

Contact:- Mrs Belinda Fuller  01822 860253

Mary Tavy & Brentor Community 
Primary School

Spring Term 2015

The first half of the Spring Term has flown by but we 
have managed to fit a great deal into such a short time. 
We are delighted that our number on roll has risen and we 
now have 72 children. 

Children from our Cross Country Club have participated 
in local Cross Country competitions and it is good to 
see a strong team spirit amongst the children who all ran 
with such determination. Key Stage 2 children have also 
received rugby coaching from Exeter Chiefs and in March 
they will have some basketball coaching sessions led by 
Plymouth Raiders. Our Key Stage 1 children are having 
gym and dance workshops every week and Class 1M can 
take part in the after-school club. 

To celebrate Pancake Day, Miss Mee organised a pancake 
and milk shake breakfast and over 100 pancakes were 
cooked! 

We presented representatives from Help for Heroes with 
a cheque for £195.04 from the proceeds of our Carol 
Service.

Our Class 3 children love their French conversation ses-
sions with Monsieur Oursin and they are gaining confi-
dence every week.

Most of our Key Stage 2 children are preparing to go to 
London in March to take part in the Voice in a Million 
charity concert at Wembley Stadium along with 7,000 
other children. Whilst we are in London we will be visit-
ing the Science Museum and St. Paul’s Cathedral; stop-
ping off at Legoland on the way home. Mrs Carowicz is 
then organising a celebration concert the following week 
so that the children can share their singing with the par-
ents and sponsors. Meanwhile back at school, the remain-
ing children will be taking part in an African Arts Week 
where they will be learning African drumming and dance 
and they will also visit a local zoo as well as  do lots of 
artwork based on Africa.

Nicky Pratten - Headteacher

Toubkal Trek Information Evening
17th March - 6pm
VentureCo Worldwide, Lockyer 
House, Paddons Row, Tavistock, 
PL19 OHF
 
Come along and find out more about this exciting 
trek to conquer Mount Toubkal, Morocco, in aid of 
CHICKS children’s charity.

Azita Shamsolahi
Marketing & Communications Officer

2015 Brentor Wine Evening
Very many thanks to all involved in a 
highly enjoyable evening on Friday 13th 
Feb.  Our six speakers  presented to an 
enthuisiastic capacity audience - many 
different wines were sampled and discussed.

Helped by generous donations of raffle prizes - 
and generous purchases of raffle tickets - we are 
able to donate £120 to the Village Hall.

Robin Burdfield & John Wheeler

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; Will storage 

Also:

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S)
LIVING WILLS

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of 
Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners 
and complies with its Code of Conduct. 
www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html



FINAL COPY DATE - for the April edition
Monday 23rd March - to Joe Kuipers: joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk

Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays  7.00pm Yoga  Jane Osborne 832897

March
Sat 7th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon 16th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Sellars 481415
Tues 17th 6.00pm Toubkal Trek Information Evening (see main item for details)
Wed  18th 7.30pm W.I.  Trish Wall 810115
Thur 19th 7.30pm Garden Club: The Barn Owl Trust - talk & slide show Rona Baker 820308
Thur  26th 7.30pm "The Scramblings at Spriggly Torch" - Brentorians  Helen de Carles 810412
Fri  27th 7.30pm "                               " " "
Sat  28th 7.30pm "                               " " "

April
Sat 4th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thur 16th 7.30pm Garden Club: "A Plant Lovers Tour of New Zealand" Rona Baker 820308
Thur  23rd 7.30pm W.I.  Trish Wall 810115

Hall bookings: Liz Wheeler 810083 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar, which can be accessed directly at:

www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request.

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician
Commissioning, Servicing, and

Breakdown repair
of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments on the website 
edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial team:  Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com  Joe Kuipers 810590   joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk
  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com
  John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?
Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed


