
Coffee Morning 
Easter Saturday  4th April: 10.30-12 

 
Bring the children along for chocolate croissants 

and Easter eggs! 

Crispy bacon rolls, homemade cakes and freshly 

brewed coffee. Meet up with friends and 

neighbours. Raffle prizes always needed! 
 

sheryl_burroughs@hotmail.com 
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Dear Residents of Lydford, Brentor, Bridestowe and Sourton, 

I am writing this as we live near/on the disused Tavistock to Okehampton railway line.  We  have been fol-

lowing the news of the possible reopening of this line with interest and a bit of concern – concern as we 

know nothing about how this would impact us. Any decision on this is still a long way off – but we would 

like more information now on matters like how compulsory purchase works, what path the route might take 

(follow the old line or be diverted round the back of Tavistock), how busy the line would be, etc. Lots of 

questions – and no answers. 

 

People living on or near the track in Brentor, Lydford, Mary Tavy, Sourton, Bridestowe, Tavistock and Ply-

mouth have many similar questions and we want to form a group to share information, and we hope to act as 

a platform and voice for any concerns and questions any of us may have and would like put forward – to our 

MP, Parish Council, Network Rail, the Department for Transport etc. If you would like to be included in this 

group and receive information as we get it then please email dotnes@gmail.com or call me on 820 379.  

 

And finally, we greatly appreciate any enquiries made by our Parish Councils on our behalf yet also feel we 

should take some responsibility into our own hands. 

 

Thanks for taking the time to read this. 

Kind regards,  

Danielle Otnes, Burn Cottage, Lydford, Ex20 4BW 

Changes to Hall Bookings 

From 1st May, village hall booking arrangements will be handled by Helen de Carles, who 

will be taking over as Bookings Secretary. All enquiries and bookings from that date should be 

sent directly to her on 01822 810412, helendecarles@hotmail.co.uk.   Liz Wheeler – 810083 

Jumble Sale 
 

Much awaited Jumble Sale  

Saturday 25th April 1.30 

Start saving your good quality jumble. 

Jumble can be left on Friday evening from 5-6pm 

or Saturday 10.30-1pm. 

Help is always needed, please phone or email 

sheryl_burroughs@hotmail.com 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting this year will be held at the Saturday Coffee Morning in the Village Hall on the 2nd of May. Par-

ish councillors will be present to answer any questions you may have and local organisations have also been invited to have a 

display and meet parishioners.  Caroline Sellars; Brentor Parish Clerk 

mailto:dotnes@gmail.com
helendecarles@hotmail.co.uk


BRENTOR  GARDEN  CLUB 
 

A PLANT LOVERS TOUR OF NEW ZEALAND 

Thursday 16th April 2015 at 7.30pm  
in the  Brentor Village Hall. 

 

Howard Wills of Fernwood Nursery, Torrington is giv-

ing an illustrated account of a visit to New Zealand in 

2007.  Touring both islands, looking at the scenery & 

vegetation & also visiting botanic gardens. Howard is a 

lifelong gardening enthusiast, with many years of ex-

perience growing a wide range of plants. 

 

This talk should appeal to plant lovers & travellers alike. 

Visitors are always welcome, £2 on the door. 

Sue Stephens  Tel: 01822 860374  

stephens214@btinternet.com  

Reminder!! 
 

The organ in Christ Church needs substantial restoration which 
will cost a considerable amount of money.  

On Wednesday, 1st. April I shall be holding a "Drop-in Soup 
Kitchen" in the church from 12 'til 1-30 p.m., to raise some 

much needed funds. Have you ever fancied trying the organ? If 
so, come and have a go and enjoy a hot soup. I hope you will 
note this date and come along and support your local church. 

Jennifer Venning. 810555  

Spring Term 2015 

 

The children and adults who visited London in order to 

participate in the Voice in a Million charity music event 

had an amazing time in the capital. The coach was buzzing 

with excitement as we set off from school at 8.00am in the 

morning and we were all still excited when we finally ar-

rived at the Youth Hostel by St. Paul’s Cathedral after the 

performance! We had the pleasure of singing alongside 

6,500 other children at a packed Wembley Arena which 

was a truly memorable experience. We spent the following 

day at the Science Museum which was wonderful, espe-

cially when the children were able to participate in a work-

shop and have a go at lots of practical activities. We visited 

St. Paul’s Cathedral before tea and we were all impressed 

and amazed at the beauty of the dome. The following 

morning, we set off for home but the adventure wasn’t 

over as we stopped off at Legoland not just for a gears and 

pulleys workshop but also for the rides! The children were 

all impeccably behaved and were an absolute delight to 

take away. 

 

Meanwhile, back at school, the children were involved in 

an African Arts week. They had a great time learning Afri-

can drumming and dance moves as well as visiting Paign-

ton Zoo. The children have created some beautiful artwork 

based on Africa, including a very impressive statue of a 

giraffe. 

Our Cross Country teams have also been successful and 

they celebrated being the small schools runners-up in the 

recent Tavistock Schools Cross Country League. I was 

very proud of all the runners, especially as we had to enter 

some much younger children than other schools. They all 

ran with such determination and showed a wonderful team 

spirit. 

 

It’s hard to believe that we only have the summer term left 

but I do know that we will continue to be very busy. I 

would like to thank the local communities for all their sup-

port for the school. 

 

Nicky Pratten 

Headteacher 

Do you remember seeing this in the Brentor News ear-

lier in the year?  Our fund raising village hall and play-

ing field maintenance/equipment ‘quilt raffle’ is pro-

gressing towards fruition.  We do have the quilt dis-

played at various functions – only £1 to enter the raffle.  

The draw will take place towards the end of the ‘Coffee 

Morning’ on Saturday 2nd May.        Anne 810 035 

 

“Buttons and Stars” 

 

Q uality item – soon to be seen, 

U niquely designed – made by us. 

I ndulgently crafted – hand sewn seams... 

L ook out for the raffle – 

T hat must be a plus! 

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 

AGM 7.30pm Wednesday 27th of May 

We need your support to maintain this hub of our com-

munity, so this is an opportunity to join our active & 

friendly group. 

Dave Williams (Chair) 810375 

Eclipse viewers?? 

A serious business, 2 photos 



 
John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, and 

Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home 01822 810494 

Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 

Competitive Rates 

A word from your Local Ranger…… 
 

Is spring here? Not quite by all accounts. On Monday 

23rd February I hosted a training day for my counterparts 

in the Ranger Service. We were looking to head up over 

Sourton Tors to the Rattlebrook Track, onto Bleak House 

and a more ankle friendly return along the Granite Way. 

That morning saw quite a significant snow covering 

along the Northern fringes of the moor, so after a quick 

discussion we opted instead for a walk and talk around 

Mary Tavy, looking at some of the projects I have been 

involved in over the last couple of years, some exciting 

opportunities coming up, as well as a quick tour of the 

Hydro Station.  

 

On the subject of Mary Tavy Hydro our Ranger Ralph 

club met there last week to learn all about the way the 

moor provides energy for the local population. They 

learnt about the Mine leat, how important a good head of 

water is when converting water to electricity, and they 

even made their own Pelton Wheels and tested them in 

the leat. All rounded off with their first barbecue of the 

year, courtesy of DNPA resident chef for the afternoon, 

me! Thanks go to Karl and his team at the power station, 

and Lydford Farm shop for the excellent sausages. Our 

Ranger Ralph club is run by DNPA Education Service 

and facilitated by the Ranger Service. Please look at our 

website for more details. 

  

I have a plan in mind to try and recruit a small team of 

like-minded individuals to volunteer to help in a series of 

tasks over the coming year. I have some tasks in mind; 

they all involve working outside, will be quite varied in 

nature and will cover the parishes along the northern 

Dartmoor boundary between Peter Tavy and Sourton. I 

will be working with the Mary Tavy Jubilee Group and 

Voluntary Wardens as a core group of people supporting. 

So for those who may be interested in taking part please 

bear the opportunity in mind if you fancy a bit of fresh 

air, a great view and a good night’s sleep at the end of the 

day. Details of the first task will be available soon, so 

keep a look out on the local notice boards.   

 

Rob Taylor 

DNPA Sector Ranger 

Tel. 07711 104542 

Email: rtaylor@dartmoor.gov.uk  

Parish Council – Elections 
 

Are you considering standing as a Councillor on the  

Brentor Parish Council?  If so:- 

 

Nomination packs are now available from the Parish 

Clerk or WDBC Electoral Services; phone 01822 

813665/813525 or e-mail, elections@westdevon.gov.uk). 

 

If no more than 6 nominations are received (and none 

withdraw), the election will be uncontested with all per-

sons standing becoming Councillors (classified as elected 

unopposed) automatically. However should more than 6 

nominations be received (and none withdraw), an election 

will be scheduled. 

 

The Election timetable is as below. It will also be made 

available on public display on the village notice board and 

on the Parish Council page of the Brentor Village website 

http://www.brentorvillage.org/ 

 

Please note the important following changes in law: 

 

Nomination Papers must now be hand delivered during 

office hours to the West Devon Borough Council offices 

by the Candidate or their appointed agent. Any nomina-

tion papers sent via Royal Mail will be invalid. The date 

to allow candidates to withdraw from standing as a candi-

date has changed. This date is now the same time and date 

as the deadline for nomination papers which is 4.00pm on 

the 9th April. 

 

Further information on what's involved in being a 

Parish Councillor can be obtained from the Parish 

Clerk and at http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

Timetable for Borough and Parish Elections 

 

Nomination papers available:           9 March 

Delivery of nomination papers:        from 26 March 

Deadline for nomination papers:      9 April, 4 p.m. 

Statement of nominated persons:     10 April 

Last day to register to vote:              20 April 

Last day to register for postal vote:  21 April 5 p.m. 

Notice of poll:                                   28 April 

Last day to register for proxy vote:   28 April 5 p.m. 

Polling day:                                       7 May 

 

Caroline Sellars, Parish Clerk 



Final Copy Date for the May edition, Thursday 23 April, to  

Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com 

Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you are outside the parish and 

would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be 

appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 

810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author’s name and phone 

number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  Any comments on the 

website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 
Editorial Team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com   Mike Whitfield 810209  mikewhit@btinternet.com  

 John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net   Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali .co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Odd Jobs?  

General Maintenance?; House Repairs? Masonry? 

Painting & Decorating? ;Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810795 M: 07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman Call for a Free Quote.  

       Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

 

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE 

Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; 

Will storage, Also: 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S) 

LIVING WILLS 

Contact Robert Cumming  

01822 860281 / 07958 669541 

 

Robert Cumming is a Member of The Society of Will 
Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners and com-
plies with its Code of Conduct. 
www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

Tuesdays 7.00 p.m. Yoga Jane Osborne 832897 
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27 
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Dave Williams 

 

 

 

810375 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

 

Hall Bookings (until April 30th): Liz Wheeler 810083   From May 1st: Helen de Carles 810412 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar, which may be accessed directly at: 

www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request. 

Can YOU spare 2 hours per week to VISIT a lonely elderly person? HELP make life more interesting 

and enjoyable? Friendly caring volunteers needed to join TASS to help more elderly people in urgent 

need. Training starts on Tuesday 21 April, 10.30—12.30, for 6 x 2 hour sessions.  

For information please contact: Ann Wilson  on Thursday and Friday mornings at TASS,  

01822 616958 or a.wilson@tasstavistock.org.uk 

http://www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html

