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£3,056 raised for St Luke’s Hospice!  
A huge thank-you to everyone who 
baked, helped on the day, before 
and/or afterwards or attended the 
Open Gardens on 24th May.   

Over 400 people paid to view these four very different 
gardens and everyone really enjoyed them.  Coffee, tea 
and cakes were available all day with the refreshments 
team rushed off their feet and a special thank you to 
them.  Sally provided a Ploughman’s Lunch which 
proved very popular and as Sue Rhodes came back for 
the event, it was as if she hadn’t left.  Carol and her 
Band Gypsy Train performed after lunch and Barry 
played on his organ throughout the day.   

Thanks for all your support for this worthwhile cause. 

Sue and Mike; Carol and Peter; John and Galen; Kate 
and Robert 

  

PS I’ve got a few mysteries and if these are yours, 
please give me a ring:  

1 x grey/green cake plate 

3 x tea towels  

   (2x yellow/white check and 1x HighWycombecahir) 

2 x large Tupperware-type cake containers 

Sue Mott 810037 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tavy Youth Club 

 

We invite you to join us in our fund raising effort 

at CHICKS, Brentor, on Sunday 5 July from 

9.45am.  

We will be having a short service of Praise, 

followed by Breakfast. We will be serving a full 

English Breakfast or pancakes and fillings.  

Cost from £2 - £5.  

There will also be an opportunity to hear about 

CHICKS new centre and to look around the 

house. All proceeds to CHICKS. 

It would be helpful to know if you are planning to 

join us! 

Sally and Christopher Pancheri   810285 
 

 

 

 

Coffee Morning 

Village Hall Saturday 4th July 

 10.30 – 12 

Meet up with friends and neighbours and enjoy the freshly 
brewed coffee, homemade cakes and 
crispy bacon rolls!                                      
Raffle, plants, home produce available. 
Village hall fund raising. 
Next coffee morning 1st August.      
Sheryl 870554                        

Village BBQ! 
 

Friday 24th July 5-7pm 
 

Sausages and burgers, rolls, 

salads. 
Veggie options available. 

Bring your own drinks but soft 
drinks will be available. 

 

So bring your friends and enjoy an evening in the 
sun (let's hope!). 

 
 

Donations of salads please!! 
We always manage a good 

spread! 

 
Sheryl 870554 or Sue 860374 

 



Calling the creative people of Brentor!  
Are you crafty with collage? Majestic with mosaics? 

Stupendous at stickies? Then the Mistletoe Fair 

committee would like to hear from you. 

Could you create a seasonal image using whatever 

media you fancy, that we can photograph and use to 

produce cards that we will sell at the Fair in December 

to raise funds towards the Village Hall and Playing 

Field? 

It can be any size (our software will adjust to fit), any 

shape, portrait or landscape. 

Roz Catlow rcatlow_1@btinternet.com 

 

Children’s Play Area 

The play area up at the cricket field needs urgent 

attention and we would be glad if as many as possible 

could come out and strim and rake up on Sunday 12th 

July, 11.00 am until 12.30 pm or thereabouts. However 

any time you can spare would be very welcome.   

We need to get rid of the grass prior to the area having 

the stumps of the trees (that were taken down earlier) 

grubbed out and the ground cover membrane and 

wood chip removed ready for easier maintenance in 

the future.  As the summer is here, no soup kitchen in 

attendance, but teas/ coffees/ soft drinks and cake will 

be supplied.  Please come and support what we hope 

will be a final effort before we start the positive 

business of getting the play area back to being usable. 

On behalf of the Village Hall and Playing Field 

committee.                          Dave Williams 810375 
 

 

 

BRENTOR COMMONS 
The rather cool spring has meant that the bluebells 

have continued to flower for much longer, to produce 

a really memorable display. Among the carpets of 

bluebells across much of the common it is interesting 

to see odd small patches of white bells, particularly 

across the central swath of Bowden down. These do 

not seem to be garden escapes as they are so far from 

any habitation. 

This white colouration is reflected in the predominant 

colour of the emerging summer blooms. The road 

sides are all smothered with cow parsley and the 

paths are still edged with the brilliance of the 

stitchwort. Other white flowers include the may 

blossom, yarrow, bedstraw, and pignut. 

I suspect it is the pignut that is responsible for the 

regular areas of ground that has been grubbed up. 

Most probably this is the badgers work as they search 

out the crunchy swollen roots that give the plant its 

name. 

Birds continue to give a good account of themselves 

with their song, but as nesting has now begun, it is 

not so intense. It is still possible to recognise the 

sound of their contact calls such as the tac tac of the 

robin and the tzeeet note of the chaffinch. 

As the summer really develops we will see the 

bracken start to cover much of the common. The 

Commons Trust carries out a programme of cutting 

and rolling to gradually reduce this overpowering 

presence. 

Barry Albrighton 860445 

 
Bottle Tops  

Thank you to all those people who have donated milk bottle 

tops over the past few years. They have been recycled and 

the money given to provide electric wheelchairs. Sadly my 

contact at Wembury Church has now retired and moved 

away, and as I have been unable to find anyone else who is 

collecting them, please recycle them along with your plastic 

bottles.                                               Sally Pancheri  810285 

 

 



A word from your local Ranger…….. 
 

I sit here on a wet Sunday morning writing this 
prior to going out to work. Patrolling at 
weekends, particularly in the summer is one of our principal 
duties. We provide local information for visitors, perhaps 
suggesting where they might go for a walk or have a bite of 
lunch, or giving them directions to a certain special place 
they have heard of and are keen to check out. We are also 
there to advise if someone has strayed off the beaten track 
or are not keeping a close enough eye on their dogs when 
out on the common. We will have a stronger word to those 
who have ignored the byelaws and camping advice and are 
waking up bleary eyed after a party in tents, rubbish strewn 
everywhere alongside scorch marks from disposable 
barbecues, seemingly unconcerned that they are making a 
little corner of the National Park less attractive to the families 
arriving for a quiet picnic that morning. Thankfully in this part 
of the National Park this scenario is rarer, but nevertheless 
still happens. Plus, the fact that it’s raining means there is 
less chance of this having occurred this weekend, but you 
never know! 

Over the last few weeks I have attended all the Annual 
Parish Council meetings that have taken place over April and 
May in the area. I attend these to give an update on what 
has been going on within the Authority and how it reflects my 
role, as well as an update on seasonal occurrences, events 
etc. These meetings can often trigger some constructive 
discussions, questions and in some cases highlight issues 
that I might have been previously unaware of. Topics for 
discussions in this corner of Dartmoor have included gates 
being left open during Ten Tors, Hydro Power, Japanese 
Knotweed control and joint working with the Police on 
Moorwatch. 

I had a really constructive day last week with volunteers and 
parents form Mary Tavy preparing an area for their Forest 
School. I am taking the qualification to become a Forest 
School provider, using Mary Tavy and Brentor as the pilot 
school this year, with a view to getting more schools involved 
next year, so watch this space. Other events looming onto 
my horizon include a Rotary Club talk in Tavistock, Safety on 
Dartmoor Day held this year in conjunction with Lydford Fair 
on the sports field and finalising a brush cutter training day 
for some volunteers.  

As always, you can give me a ring on 07711 104542 if there 
are any issues or questions that you may have. Equally 
email rtaylor@dartmoor.gov.uk and of course there is our 
website www.dartmoor.gov.uk Have a look at the website for 
all sorts of information relating to the Authority, its work and 
wider Dartmoor information. 

Rob Taylor 

Sector Ranger, Dartmoor National Park Authority 

 

POWDERMILLS POTTERY 

CRAFT SHOP & CREAM TEAS 

Come and enjoy a cream tea made from the 

best locally sourced products served on 

tableware made in the pottery out of Dartmoor 

clay! 

Potter around the craft shop containing pieces 

from over 30 local makers. 

Situated 2 miles west of Postbridge on the 

B3212, surrounded by beautiful Dartmoor 

scenery. 

Open 10:30am – 5 pm 7 days a week 

PL20 6SP          01822 880263 

Joss Hibbs 

 

 

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

The last few weeks of the Summer Term are flying by and we can’t 

believe how much we have covered this term!  

Our Mad Hatter’s Tea Party was very well-attended and the 

weather was kind to us, enabling the event to be held outside. 

Mrs Brown, one of our parents, organised the event and she 

decorated the tables beautifully, ably assisted by her husband. 

£247 was raised for the school. 

Year 6 took part in a 13 mile sponsored walk alongside Year 6 

children from Milton Abbot and Lewtrenchard schools. They were 

raising money toward their residential week at Heatree Activity 

Centre which takes place towards the end of term. The children 

did extremely well and should be very proud finishing such a 

tough walk. Class 3 children also went on a nature walk of about 6 

miles and put together their own picnic which was very tasty. 

They learnt how to map read and use a compass. 

Our children have been very active with three teams representing 

the school at the West Devon Quad Kids event at Tavistock 

Athletic Track, the older children taking part in a Rounders Festival 

and some of our younger children participating in a Multi-Skills 

Festival in Tavistock.   We celebrated National Sports Week with a 

variety of physical activities that really engaged the children such 

as fencing, a nature craft workshop with a focus on sport, our 

Sports Day and activities at our field.  

Classes 1M, 2 and 3 have all visited RHS Rosemoor and have learnt 

an incredible amount about plants as part of their topics this term. 

They have produced some wonderful work as a follow-up to the 

visits.  

Our eight induction afternoons for our children starting in 

Reception in September are taking place and the children are 

settling in well.  

This is just a small snapshot of what we have been up to this term 

and we always welcome visitors or children having a ‘Taster Day’ 

with us so please feel very welcome to contact the school on 

01822 810384. 

You are all invited to come along to our Summer Fayre on Friday 

17th July between 6.00 and 8.00pm at Coronation Hall in Mary 

Tavy and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Nicky Pratten - Headteacher.   

 

 

MOWING 
Pasture topping and overgrown areas of grass, 
weed and brambles, mown and mulched with 

all-terrain compact tractor and flail mower.  
Please call Roger on 01822 810222 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494  Mobile 0778 2345395 

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com Competitive Rates 

mailto:rtaylor@dartmoor.gov.uk
http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Diary Dates 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Every Tuesday 7.00pm – Yoga with Jane Osborne  832897 

 July 2015 

Sat 4th 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning  Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Sun 5th From 9.45am Tavy Youth Club: CHICKS Praise & Big Breakfast 
Fund Raiser (at CHICKS) 

Sally Pancheri 810285 

Mon 6th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Caroline Sellars 481415 

Sun 12th 11.00-12.30  Children’s play area tidying up Dave Williams 810375 

Fri  17th 6 - 8pm Mary Tavy & Brentor School Summer Fayre (at 

Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy) 

Nicky Pratten 810384 

Fri 24th 5 - 7pm End of Term BBQ Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

August 2015 

Sat 1st 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning  Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

For Village Hall Bookings contact Helen de Carles 810412   www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside 
the parish and would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small 
donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to 
Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name 
and phone number on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the 
website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial team:    Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com      Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com 

John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net       Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net                                                       
Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk             

 

Final Copy Date for the August edition 

Sunday 26th July to John Wheeler johnw@brentor.net and 810083 

   
Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? 

House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

 Home  01822 810 795  Mobile  07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman               

Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE 

Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; Will storage 

Also: 
LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S) 

LIVING WILLS  

Contact Robert Cumming  

01822 860281 / 07958 669541  

 

Robert Cumming is a Member of The Society 

of Will Writers and Estate Planning 

Practitioners and complies with its Code of 

Conduct. 

www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

mailto:colin.dawes@virgin.net
mailto:r.blower@btinternet.com
mailto:mikewhit@btinternet.com
mailto:johnw@brentor.net
mailto:croakytoad@ukgateway.net
mailto:joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:johnw@brentor.net
http://www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html

