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Ringlet butterfly - see Barry Albrighton's Brentor Commons article.

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR YOUR PARISH?
	 Brentor Parish Council has 4 vacancies…….
 Could you be a Parish Councillor?

Brentor Parish Council	invites	members	of	the	public	who	
are	registered	electors	in	the	parish	to	apply.

The	 Parish	 Council	 consists	 of	 7	 Councillors	 who	 all	 live	
locally	 and	 volunteer	 their	 time	 to	 support	 their	 community.	
Council	usually	meets	bi-monthly.

You	 don’t	 need	 any	 special	 qualifications	 to	 be	 a	 local	
Councillor	 (although	 there	 is	 a	 qualifying	 criteria)	 but	 you	 do	
need	to	able	to	commit	to	a	few	hours	every	month	for	Council	
matters	whether	it's	attending	Council	meetings,	reading	Council	
papers	on	community	matters	or	catching	up	with	local	residents.

So	if	you	have	a	passion	and	enthusiasm	for	your	community	
then	why	 not	 find	 out	more.	 The	 Parish	 Council	 does	 offer	 a	
varied	 and	 very	 rewarding	 opportunity	 to	 be	 a	 voice	 of	 your	
community,	and	to	see	and	have	a	real	involvement	in	how	your	
parish	is	managed	and	evolved.

For	more	information	and	an	application	form,	please	contact	
the	Clerk:
Mrs. Caroline Sellars,	1	Abbotsfield	Crescent,	Tavistock,	
Devon,	PL19	8EY	07899	655962	or	brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
Closing	date	for	completed	applications:
Friday 14th August 2015

The	vacancy	will	be	filled	by	co-option	at	the	next	Parish	
Council	meeting	on	Monday	14th	September	2015.

Your Community Matters!
A	day	all	about	the	community
Saturday	19th	September
10am	to	4pm	in	Mary	Tavy

The Mary Tavy Jubilee Group	 has	 a	 track	 record	 of	
creating	 successful	 events	 and	 projects	 and	 is	 now	making	
plans	 for	 a	 new	 event	 this	 September.	 Your Community 
Matters	 will	 to	 bring	 together	 groups,	 clubs,	 charities,	
organisations,	and	businesses	-	those	that	are	local	to	the	area	
as	well	as	others	that	matter	to	the	community.

The	event	is	an	opportunity	for	people	from	around	West	
Devon	to	find	out	about	groups	and	activities	they	could	join,	
and	 charities,	 services	 and	 businesses	 that	 could	 enhance	
their	 lives.	We	want	 the	 event	 to	 be	 fun	 and	we	 hope	 that	
many	 of	 those	 taking	 part	 will	 be	 able	 to	 offer	 something	
more	than	just	information	-	we	want	clubs	to	show	off	their	
activities	 with	 opportunities	 for	 joining	 in,	 we	 hope	 that	
services	will	be	able	to	demonstrate	what	they	offer,	we	want	
local	 hospitality	 businesses	 to	 sell	 food	 and	 drink.	 We're	
expecting	an	arts	pop-up	event,	visitors	will	be	able	to	have	
a	go	at	short	mat	bowls,	do	a	bit	of	morris	dancing,	or	be	put	
in	the	stocks	as	part	of	a	fascinating	display	from	the	Police	
archive.	We'll	 have	music	 and	 dancing	 to	 add	 to	 the	 great	
atmosphere.	There	will	also	be	a	car	boot	sale.

The	event	will	take	place	indoors	in	the	Coronation	Hall	
and	outside	in	the	Recreation	Ground.	Entry	to	the	event	for	
the	public	will	be	free.	For	non-profIt-making	organisations	
there	will	be	no	charge	for	a	space.	A	table	can	be	provided	
but	if	you	want	a	gazebo	or	stall	you	will	need	to	provide	that	
yourself.	 Electricity	 can	 be	 available	 for	 some	 stallholders	
but	 a	 charge	may	 be	made.	There	will	 be	 a	 small	 cost	 for	
businesses	taking	part.

Fuller	details	will	be	available	shortly	but	in	the	meantime	
if	you	would	like	your	group,	organisation,	charity,	service	or	
business	to	be	involved	please	get	in	touch.

Ali Fife-Cook 0845 5193 812
Mary	Tavy	Jubilee	Group

Parish Lengthsman
The	Parish	Lengthsman	works	to	clear	drainage	areas,	trim	
hedges	to	gain	access	to	drainage	and	other	outlets	and	to	keep	
signs	maintained.
If	you	have	anything	of	this	nature	which	needs	attention,	you	
can	contact	the	Brentor	point	of	contact	Cllr John Burrows	
via	the	Parish	Clerk	-	or	on	810494.

Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st August 10.30-12
Another month flown by and we are in deepest Summer, shame the weather isn't kinder. Hope 
you aren't all away and will be joining us for freshly brewed coffee, bacon rolls and homemade 
cakes. Meet up with friends and neighbours.

Please bring any surplus produce to sell. Kate will be there with her plants.   Sheryl 870554



BRENTOR COMMONS 
A	drizzly	mid	July	walk	around	Bowden	gave	a	new	perspective	
to	these	surroundings.	The	overall	colour	palette	was	a	range	of	
greens,	 from	 the	 now	 fully	 grown	bracken	 (noticeably	 shorter	
where	we	have	been	rolling	and	cutting	each	year)	 to	 the	pale	
unripe	hazel	nuts	and	darker	sloe	berries.

The	fine	misty	rain	that	had	gently	settled	on	the	common	bent	
grass	produced	an	ethereal	edging	to	the	footpaths	and	the	intri-
cate	 spider’s	webs	 showed	 their	 abundance	 in	 the	 shrubs	 and	
grassy	tussocks.

The	 overall	 green	 colour	 was	 nicely	 relieved	 by	 odd	 small	
patches	of	yellow	buttercups	and	tormentil,	purple	self-heal	and	
thistles	and	white	bedstraw	and	clover.	The	prolific	cow	parsley	
mentioned	 last	 month	 has	 been	 replaced	 at	 the	 roadsides	 by	
valerian	which	although	largely	white	has	a	nice	pinkish	tinge.

As	there	was	very	little	wind	we	were	able	to	smell	the	honey-
suckle	and	meadowsweet.	The	wild	dog	roses	also	had	a	 faint	
but	delightful	bouquet.

There	seemed	to	be	a	lot	of	insects	about.	Meadow	brown	and	
ringlet	butterflies	were	really	abundant,	it’s	good	to	see	so	many	
around.	The	downside	was	the	greyflies.	There	were	up	to	ten	on	
Janet’s	coat	as	we	walked	along	the	back	path.	The	smallest	area	
of	exposed	skin	was	instantly	attacked	by	these	silent	bloodsuck-
ers.	How	they	can	land	on	ones	skin	without	you	knowing	is	a	
real	mystery.

Barry Albrighton 860445

Services - August
Sun	2nd	9.45am	 Family	Service	at	Christchurch
	 6.00pm	 Evensong	at	St	Michael’s

Sun	9th	 6.00pm	 Evensong	at	St	Michael’s

Sun	16th	 9.45am	 Holy	Communion	at	Christchurch
	 6.00pm	 Evensong	at	St	Michael’s

Sun	23rd	 6.00pm	 Evensong	at	St	Michael’s

Sun	30th	 6.00pm	 Evensong	at	St	Michael’s

CHRISTCHURCH VILLAGE CLOCK
We	are	currently	looking	at	getting	the	village	clock	in	
Christchurch	serviced	and	running	again,	after	several	years	
of	inactivity.		However,	in	the	process,	we’ve	come	across	
a	couple	of	queries	about	its	history,	and	wondered	if	any-
one	in	the	village	could	help	us…

1. When was it installed? According to the plaques in the 
church, the clock was installed in 1953 to commemorate 
the Coronation, but it was made in 1863, and the case and 
supports for it are initialled and dated 1928.
2. If it was indeed installed in the 1950s, where did it 
come from, and who had it before us?
3. Who was the inspired genius (probably circa 1960) 
who turned an old washing machine into a fully- 
operational electric striker for the bell?! 

If	you	do	know	anything	about	its	past,	we’d	love	to	hear	
from	you!	 	 David Harris, Churchwarden.

david@brentorchurch.org.uk			01822	810845

Tor and Tavy WI
The	group	only	meets	once	a	month	at	Brentor	Village	Hall;	but	

there	is	a	lot	of	news	this	time	as	we	have	also	been	on	some	outings.		
Tor	and	Tavy	is	a	member	of	the	Four	Rivers	Group	of	WI’s	and	as	

a	group	we	meet	once	a	year	for	a	social	evening.		This	year	it	was	our	
turn	to	host	the	event	and	on	Thursday	30th	April	we	had	Christ	Church,	
Brentor	as	our	venue	for	the	first	part	of	the	evening.		Around	80	WI	
members	 arrived	 at	 the	 church	 to	 listen	 to	 a	30	 strong	Tamar	Valley	
Male	Voice	Choir	entertain	us	and	they	certainly	did	that.		They	were	
introduced	to	the	audience	by	Tor	and	Tavy	President,	Trish	Wall	who	
with	 the	choir	director,	Rosemary	Cole,	had	 	compiled	a	programme	
that	would	entertain	all	ages.		We	all	joined	in	to	start	the	evening	with	
Jerusalem	and	 then	we	were	 treated	 to	a	 selection	 including	Nessum	
Dorma,	Bring	Him	Home,	This	Old	Man	sung	as	a	“round”	by	everyone	
and	a	medley	from	Joseph	and	the	Amazing	Technicolour	Dreamcoat.		
The	entertainment	was	rounded	off	with	some	World	War	2	songs	which	
called	for	some	more	audience	participation	and	we	just	about	raised	the	
roof	of	the	church,	a	wonderful	place	for	acoustics!!!		

The	ladies	then	walked	a	short	distance	to	Brentor	Village	Hall	for	a	
delicious	finger	supper	provided	by	the	Tor	and	Tavy	WI.	

Our	May	monthly	 meeting	 was	 a	 talk	 by	 a	 former	 South	West	
Manager	for	John	Lewis/Waitrose,	he	was	one	of	the	most	interesting	
speakers	we	have	had	and	didn’t	need	to	use	any	notes	or	props	to	talk	
on	a	subject	that	he	is	obviously	very	excited	about.		We	learnt	about	
the	 beginnings	 of	 a	 small	 retail	 business	 owned	 by	 a	 family	 to	 the	
huge	operation	it	has	become	today.		It	is	still	run	as	a	family	business	
insomuch	as	the	employees	have	a	say	in	the	daily	running	and	they	all	
get	dividends	at	the	end	of	the	financial	year.		

Since	 our	 last	 report	 we	 have	 had	 three	 visits	 to	 various	 places	
including	 the	 Theatre	 Royal	 	 in	 Plymouth	 to	 see	 a	 performance	 of	
Top	Hat.		This	was	a	musical	with	plenty	of	singing	and	dancing	and	
fabulous	 costumes,	 it	 had	 us	 all	 singing	 along	 and	 enjoying	 a	 great	
evening.	

Early	June	saw	us	visit	Eastcott	Winery	near	Okehampton	where	
we	had	a	tour	of	the	vineyards	and	also	the	factory	where	they	crush	all	
the	grapes	and	make	and	bottle	the	wines.		It	is	run	by	a	husband	and	
wife	team	who	made	us	very	welcome	and	introduced	us	to	the	wine	
business	from	vine	to	bottle,	they	were	very	interesting	and	treated	us	
to	a	tasting	before	we	left.		Wines	were	available	to	buy,	from	rose	to	
white	and	bubbly	and	they	are	an	award	winning	vinery	and	now	supply	
Marks	and	Spencer.

	Later	in	the	month	15	members	and	their	partners	went	to	the	Royal	
Citadel	in	Plymouth	for	a	tour	of	a	working	barracks.		We	left	Tavistock	
in	the	mist	and	rain	and	expected	to	be	in	waterproofs	all	day	but	by	3	
in	the	afternoon	the	sun	came	out	and	we	were	touring	the	barracks	in	
beautiful	sunshine	with	a	most	interesting	guide	who	told	us	all	about	
the	Citadel	and	its	history	and	took	us	onto	the	ramparts	from	where	we	
had	the	most	spectacular	views	over	the	Hoe	and	beyond,	all	the	time	
we	were	there	we	could	hear	a	Royal	Marine	Band	playing	such	a	varied	
programme	and	that	really	made	the	afternoon.

Quickes	Cheeses	should	have	visited	us	in	late	June	but	due	to	a	
problem	they	didn’t	make	it	this	time	and	will	visit	next	year,	however,	
the	evening	was	most	enjoyable	because	it	is	the	WI	centenary	year	and	
our	President,	Trish	Wall,	had	been	to	the	meeting	at	the	Royal	Albert	
Hall	which	was	 attended	 by	 the	Queen	who	 cut	 a	 cake	 to	mark	 the	
occasion.		Trish	entertained	us	with	some	funny	stories	about	her	trip	as	
well	as	updating	us	on	all	that	had	happened	on	a	visit	she	will	always	
remember.	 	Another	member,	 Linda	Maberley,	was	 lucky	 enough	 to	
attend	a	garden	party	at	Buckingham	Palace	which	was	held	for	8000	
WI	members	and	hosted	by	The	Duchess	of	Cornwall.	 	Linda	had	a	
great	day	and	again	told	us	some	most	amusing	and	interesting	stories	
of	her	day	in	London.

Our	 July	meeting	will	 see	us	making	Origami	 tableware	and	we	
shall	 also	 be	 on	 the	moor	with	Tom	Sobey	 for	 a	walk	 and	 talk	 one	
evening.		We	will	be	having	a	Reiki	evening	in	August	and	September	
will	see	a	visit	to	the	meeting	by	a	Dartmoor	Guide	with	a	talk	on	the	
Secret	Nature	of	the	Tamar	Valley.

Any	new	members	will	be	welcome	and	 if	you	are	 interested	 in	
joining	us	please	ring	Trish 810115, Lucie  814840 or Judi 614198



Mary Tavy & Brentor Community 
Primary School

The	Summer	Term	has	whizzed	by	and	we	achieved	so	
much	ranging	from	our	celebrations	for	St.	George’s	Day	at	
the	beginning	of	term	to	finishing	with	our	Summer	Fayre	
at	the	end	of	term.

Our	Year	6	children	and	I	joined	children	from	two	other	
small	 schools	 on	 a	 residential	 week	 at	 Heatree	Activity	
Centre	in	Manaton	where	we	had	a	fantastic	time	with	the	
children	 trying	 out	 activities	 such	 as	 archery,	 abseiling,	
kayaking	,	raft-making,	mountain	biking,	drumming,	high	
ropes,	a	low	adventure	challenge	(very	muddy!)	and	a	night	
time	walk	across	Dartmoor.	Our	children	were	a	real	credit	
to	the	school	and	I	was	very	proud	of	them.

Our	 topics	 this	 term	 have	 been	 enhanced	 by	 visits	 to	
RHS	 Rosemoor	 and	 local	 visits	 as	 part	 of	 our	 outdoor	
learning	 programme.	Our	 children	 have	 also	 participated	
in	 sporting	 events	 in	 July	 such	 as	 Quad	 Kids	 and	 the	
Tavistock	Aquathlon	 and	we	were	 delighted	with	Ruby’s	
success	when	 she	 represented	 the	UK	 in	 an	 international	
gymnastics	competition	in	Malta.

Academically,	 our	 children	 have	 met	 or	 exceeded	
national	expectations	at	the	end	of	each	Key	Stage	and	we	
are	delighted	at	the	progress	of	all	our	children,	with	many	
making	accelerated	progress	in	English	and	Mathematics.	
The	children	were	able	to	share	their	successes	with	their	
parents	at	their	Open	Afternoon.	

We	 hope	 our	 new	 Reception	 children	 for	 September	
will	settle	very	quickly	in	the	Autumn	Term,	especially	as	
the	majority	have	had	eight	Induction	Afternoons	this	term.

Our	PTA	held	a	very	successful	Summer	Fayre		in	July	
so	we	would	like	to	thank	everyone	in	the	community	for	
supporting	 us.	Towards	 the	 end	 of	 term,	Year	 6	 children	
had	a	day	at	Trethorne,	kindly	funded	by	the	PTA	and	the	
children	had	a	great	time	bowling.	We	would	like	to	wish	
these	children	every	 success	at	 their	new	schools	as	 they	
begin	the	next	step	in	their	education.

On	behalf	of	everybody	at	the	School,	I	would	like	to	
thank	the	whole	community	for	their	support	of	the	School.	
I	would	also	 like	 to	 thank	all	our	parents,	Governors	and	
staff	 for	 their	hard	work,	 support	 and	commitment	 to	 the	
School.

Nicky Pratten - Headteacher

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; Will storage 

Also:

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S)
LIVING WILLS

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of 
Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners 
and complies with its Code of Conduct. 
www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html

POWDERMILLS POTTERY
CRAFT SHOP & CREAM TEAS

Come	and	enjoy	a	cream	tea	made	from	the	best	locally-
sourced	products	served	on	tableware	made	in	the	pottery	
out	of	Devon	clay!
Potter	around	the	craft	shop	containing	pieces	from	over	
30	local	makers.
Situated	 2	 miles	 west	 of	 Postbridge	 on	 the	 B3212,	 sur-
rounded	by	beautiful	Dartmoor	scenery.

Open 10:30am - 5.00pm, 7 days a week
PL20 6SP        Joss Hibbs       01822 880263

Dartmoor Thoughts
High	banked	lanes	and	flat	topped	hedges,	windy	heights	of	open	moor
Five	bar	gate	and	cattle	grid,	new-take	fields	on	slopes	so	steep
Leaning	trees	brushed	into	shape	by	west	winds	blowing	from	the	sea
While	cropping	at	the	stunted	turf,	sturdy	ponies,	black	face	sheep		

An	old	stone	bridge,	a	rippling	pool,	lichen	on	an	oak	tree	branch	
Twisted	holly,	ash	and	hazel,	wortleberries,	heather,	pink
Hillside	green	with	waving	ferns	and	yellow	blossom	on	the	gorse
Bogs	that	trap	unwary	cattle,	as	in	the	mossy	swamp	they	sink	

Swollen	streams	and	tumbling	rivers,	flowing	past	the	rock	strewn	banks
In	little	fields	of	wind	blown	grass,	the	slate	roofed	houses	hunker	down	
Weathered		tors	and	tangled	woodlands,		cart	tracks,	fields,	
				and	dips	and	hollows,	
Cattle	graze	upon	the	hills,	and	valleys	strewn	with	rocks	and	stone

Yet	this	is	not	a	trackless	waste,	it’s	full	of	clues	to	human	toil
Granite	quarries	long	abandoned,	stony	workings	silent	now
The	signs	of	mining	deep	for	tin,	where	men	delved	down	beneath	
				the	soil
Hut	circles	poking	through	the	grass,	now	grazed	by	pony,	
				sheep	and	cow

The	tough	life	underlies	the	beauty,	moorland	folk	need	more	than	most
Determined	spirit,	faith	and	strength,	to	make	a	living	on	the	moors
The	last	of	England’s	great	wild	places,	harsh	and	cruel,	untamed,	bleak
Dartmoor	people	know	the	saying,	you	scratch	my	back,	I’ll	break	yours

People	still	swarm	o’er	the	moor,	in	search	of	riches	hidden	there
The	picnic	places,	gravel	car	parks,	visitor	centres	and	ice	cream
It	is	not	tin	or	stone	they	seek	but	recreation,	free	from	care	
They	stay	awhile	and	they	may	find	their	treasure,	and	a	place	to	dream
	 	 	 	 Carol Butson (Cooper)
	 	 	 	 cab123@blueyonder.co.uk				
(Carol is a former resident of the village and lived in Gill House and 
Hammer Park in the 1960’s/70s. She now lives in Plymouth.)

END OF TERM BBQ
The weather for the End of Term BBQ on Friday 24th July improved 
just enough for us to go ahead with the event and made a profit of 
£95 for the Village Hall & Playing Field.
A big thank you to all who helped and to those who contributed such 
a delicious and imaginative array of salads. A special mention must go 
to Keith who manned the BBQs (both of them), under the gazebo, in 
the rain and wearing a very tropical Hawaiian shirt!
We hope the evening made a good start to the holiday season and 
that the weather will improve soon. Brentor seems to have missed 
out on the heatwave recently experienced by the rest of the country.

Sue 860374 and Sheryl 870554



FINAL COPY DATE - for the September edition
Monday 24th August - to Joe Kuipers: joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk

Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.
August
Sat 1st 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thur  27th 7.30pm W.I.  Trish Wall 810115

September
Sat 4th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon 14th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Sellars 481415
Thur 17th 7.30pm Garden Club Rona Baker 820308
Sat 19th 10.30am 'Your Community Matters' - Mary Tavy Ali Fife-Cook       0845 5193 812
Thur  24th 7.30pm W.I.  Trish Wall 810115

Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810083 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

Please check availability before making a booking request.

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and
Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:		The	Brentor	News	is	also	published	on	the	village	website	www.brentorvillage.org.		If	you	are	outside	the	parish	and	
would	like	The	Brentor	News	emailed	to	you,	send	your	request	to	johnw@brentor.net.	
A	small	donation	to	the	BCT	would	be	appreciated.				
Donations & Advertising:	All	donations,	advertising	copy	and	payment	of	£5	per	advert	insertion	should	be	sent	to	Mike	Whitfield	
810209	in	advance	of	publication,	cheques	payable	to	'Brentor	Community	Trust'.	
Permissions:	Contributors	of	editorial	copy	or	adverts	thereby	give	permission	for	the	publication	of	the	author's	name	and	phone	
number	and/or	email	address	in	the	website	edition	of	the	paper	unless	specifically	requested	otherwise.	Comments	on	the	website	
edition	should	be	sent	to	Colin	Dawes	colin.dawes@virgin.net	
Editorial team:		 Rick	Blower	810600	r.blower@btinternet.com	 	 Joe	Kuipers	810590			joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk
	 	 Jane	Phelpstead	810635			croakytoad@ukgateway.net	 Mike	Whitfield	810209	mikewhit@btinternet.com
	 	 John	Wheeler	810083	johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed

MOWING
Pasture topping and overgrown areas of grass, 
weed and brambles, mown and mulched with 

all-terrain compact tractor and flail mower.
Please call Roger on 01822 810222

For Sale
Two 19" Dell Flat-screen Monitors

Silver & black - Very good condition
£20 each

John Wheeler - 810083


