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FASTER BROADBAND
I attended a public meeting last 
week in Mary Tavy and which was 
held by representatives  from DNPA  
and Airband. Brentor was very well 
represented, with a lot of questions being asked by mem-
bers of our parish.

It appears that the surveying work has now been completed 
and Airband are now in the design stage of the WIFI net-
work that will bring faster broadband to our area.  They have 
been contracted to supply a minimum of 30Mbs with an 
unlimited download amount per month.

Airband will soon be publishing a map detailing the results 
of the surveys. It is inevitable that all properties will not be 
provided with this service at this stage and some may have 
to wait until 2020 when 100 percent of properties should be 
enabled. It is my understanding that everybody who ha   s 
expressed an interest should receive a copy of the map. 

Once the design stage is complete then Airband will be sub-
mitting planning applications, which DNPA will consider and 
involve the Parish Council as it does with all other planning 
matters.  Listed buildings will be considered on a case by 
case basis, although it was considered unlikely that separate 
planning applications would be required as the receiving 
equipment is so unobtrusive.

Airband stated that they will ensure that the village hall is 
provided with the service so anyone can go along and use 
the server there.  It will also be possible to use Voice Over 
Internet Protocol ( VOIP ) to make telephone calls using the 
system, thereby removing the requirement to have a sepa-
rate phone line (and line rental!).  

There will be a number of meetings and workshops held 
to familiarise people with using the Internet and showing 
them how to get the best out of the system. This will not 
improve the situation regarding mobile phones signal cov-
erage in the area; that is an entirely separate issue.

Current operational planned date was quoted as being 
mid 2016.  However, it appears that the promise to pub-
lish the survey results for North Brentor was incorrect. 
The current position is that the results will not be pub-
lished until the DNPA planning team have agreed with the 
proposed transmitter sites, and this is unlikely to happen 
this year. If you've not done so, register your interest at: 
www.airband.co/project/devon-and-somerset - and 
refer to the village website brentorvillage.org for the 
latest information.           John Burrows 810494

Mistletoe Fair 
Saturday 5th Dec. 2015 

10.00-3.00 
Brentor Village Hall 

     
Join us for the day  - FREE entry!

Programme : 

10.00: Tea/coffee with mince pies  
11.00: Songs from The Brentor and Mary Tavy school 

singing club 
11.30: Father Christmas arrives for a visit  

(if he is not too busy) 
12.00-2.00: Hot and cold homemade lunches including meat 

and vegetarian options, soup and ploughman’s 
lunch. 

2.00: Supervised children’s activity
2.00-3.30: Cakes and tea/coffee 
2.45: Raffle drawn and winners of treasure map 

game announced 

 - Gluhwein available most of the day !
 - Craft stalls selling handmade gifts and produce, ceramics, 
    art, textiles, cards, jewellery and much more.  
 - Mistletoe Fair Raffle prizes still gratefully received. 
   Please contact: 

Janet 860445, Helen 810412, Sarah 860165, 
Glenys 810724

 or take to Helen’s house, West Blackdown  Cottage. 

Thanks for your help. 
All proceeds to the Village 

Hall and Playing Field funds. 

PLEASE NOTE!
Print closures over Christmas mean that final copy date 
for the January edition will be: 

SATURDAY 12th DECEMBER. 
Please refer to the back page for details.



£3 per pack of 4 cards or 2 packs £5
Sally O’Neill 860263 or nielsally83@hotmail.com

CHRISTMAS CARDS TO COLOUR-IN
In aid of children in Syria

Christmas 2015 at Brentor
For Christians, Advent is a time of preparation, as we look forward to Christmas. It is a month of rededication and joyful 

expectancy as we wait to celebrate the birth of Christ, God in the flesh on Earth.

Wishing everyone in Brentor a very happy Advent, Christmas and New Year!

Sunday 6th December Holy Communion 9.45am, Christchurch
Crossfield Singers Concert 2.45pm, St Michael’s

Sunday 13th December Advent Prayer and Praise 9.45am, Christchurch
Sunday 20th December Carol Service 9.45am, Christchurch

Carols at Christchurch All Day, Christchurch
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 11pm, Christchurch
Christmas Day Brent Tor Christmas Service & Carols 3pm, St Michael’s
Sunday 27th December Family Service 9.45am, Christchurch
Sunday 3rd January Holy Communion 9.45am, Christchurch

Epiphany on the Tor 3pm, St Michael’s

Special events for 2015 include…
Crossfield Singers Concert
At St Michael’s on the Tor; mulled wine and mince pies for all!
Carols at Christchurch*
All day on 20th December - see details below.
Brent Tor Christmas Service and Carols
Come and sing your favourite carols at St Michael’s on Christmas Day. If weather is bad… bring a sledge
Epiphany on the Tor
A service of readings and carols at St Michael’s. Traditionally, Epiphany is when we remember the visit of the Magi (the 
Wise Men or Three Kings). A great way to welcome the New Year in an iconic location!

*Carols at Christ Church - Sunday 20th December
This Christmas the windows of Christ Church in the village are going to be decorated to each depict a different Christmas 
carol.  The morning service starts at 9.45am and the church will remain open for the day from 11.00 am.  There are visiting 
musicians throughout the day playing organ and flute and singers giving an outing to well known and lesser known carols.  
A carol sing-a-long starts at 3.30pm and all are very welcome to the service or to view the windows later.  Mulled wine, tea, 
coffee, mince pies available and any donations go towards the repair of the church clock.

Kate Kelly 810287; David Harris 810845

Brentor
Garden
Club

AGM & CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
EVENING

Thursday 10th December at 7.30 pm in the 
Village Hall

(Please note: the 2nd Thursday of the month!)

Come and enjoy a fun social evening with 
excellent company

and some delicious light refreshments.
Non members very welcome,

£2 on the door.

Tel: Heather Webster 810004
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Parish Council Notes
Winter help!
Winter is on its way and with the cold and wet weather 
setting in, now may be a good time to see if there is any-
body in the community who may benefit from a helping 
hand.  If you think that might be you, you know someone 
who would appreciate some help, or you would just like 
the reassurance that there is someone you can contact in 
an emergency, please get in touch with the Clerk who will 
make your details known to the Parish Councillors.

Community Self Help Plan
Some time ago a list was compiled of people who had 
skills and equipment which they were willing to use to 
help others in an emergency.  Maybe you have a 4Wheel 
Drive vehicle, have a medical skill, or an oil fired Aga 
and would be willing to provide hot food and drinks in a 
power cut.

If you would be happy for your details to be made avail-
able to others, please contact the Clerk.  

Did you know there are services available to help people 
in rural areas with little or no access to public transport…

Devon Wheels 2 Work
Devon Wheels 2 Work is a scheme for people aged 16+ 
in Devon.   Over the years they have provided hundreds 
of people with scooters and motorcycles to enable them 
to commute to work, education or training.  For as little 
as £25 per week they can provide a taxed, insured, fully 
serviced and maintained vehicle.  For further information, 
phone 01409 253942, email admin@devonwheels2work.
co.uk or write to 1 Neet Way, Dobles Lane Industrial 
Estate, Holsworthy EX22 6ES

Tavistock & District Ring and Ride
This scheme operates within towns and rural locations 
throughout Devon, providing public transport for Disabled 
and Frail Elderly people. By providing a service into local 
towns, they allow potentially house bound people the 
opportunity to shop and use local amenities. The differ-
ence between a Ring & Ride and a conventional bus serv-
ice lies in the flexible routing and the fact that the minibus 
is specially adapted with removable seats and a tail-lift to 
accommodate wheelchairs.  Further details can be found 
by phoning 01822 618028 or emailing www.tdltp.co.uk 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 
18th January 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  It 
would be great to see a few more faces!

Brentor Parish Clerk - Mrs Caroline Oxenham
1 Abbotsfield Crescent, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8EY

Tel: 01822 481415 or 07899 655962 (Monday to Friday)
email: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk

Brentor Wine Evening 2016
Friday 26th February

 Advance notice!

  Details next month.

John Wheeler 810083

TOR & TAVY W.I.
Brentor Village Hall is an ideal venue for a cookery evening  
because the demonstrator has a wonderful kitchen in which 
to cook and the hatch area and hall to demonstrate how it 
is all assembled.  On an October evening, Tor and Tavy WI 
turned out in appreciable numbers for this healthy cookery 
evening hosted by Rob Wall, who is a chef at an exclusive 
restaurant in Devon.  We were treated to five dishes, both 
savoury and sweet with tasters for all the members, which 
were served with coffee and tea by the ladies.  Rob was a 
most entertaining chef and taught us how the dishes were 
made whilst talking to us about his job and inviting us to 
visit him at the restaurant.  Plans are already being made to 
do this and we look forward to seeing Rob in his place of 
work.

The committee had a meeting this month to compile next 
year's programme, which will include a visit from Quickes 
Cheeses, a Caribbean cookery demonstration with tasters, 
Summer Supper Ramble, 3 Murders and 1 Suicide  talk, 
and a talk by a member of the Castle Drogo team who are 
renovating the castle. We now have a full programme plus 
planned visits to St Ives Tate Gallery,  Exeter Underground 
Passages and TR2 at the Theatre Royal. 

Our book group meets once a month at the Bedford Hotel 
and we would welcome new members.  The Tor & Tavy WI 
meet on the 4th Thursday of the month at the village hall 
and you would be made very welcome if you would like to 
visit and meet us all with a view to joining.

The next issue will be reporting on Wreath Making which 
takes place on 26th in the hall and on our Xmas Meal which 
we are holding at Taylors Restaurant in Tavistock on 3rd 
December.

If you need to contact us please ring Trish 810115, Lucie 
810840, Judi 614198

Next Coffee Morning 
   will be on Saturday 2nd January 2016.   
       put it on your new calendar!

We had a brilliant Jumble Sale, taking approx 
£222. People were queuing for 2 hours, while we were 
setting up.Thank you for all donations and to all who 
helped.           Sheryl 870554
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BRENTOR COMMONS
The recent cutting on the common is an attempt to create 
a patchwork habitat that will allow different areas to be 
at different stages of growth. This should be particularly 
good for fritillary butterflies with the improved conditions 
for violets, their main food plant. It will also add variety 
to the visual aspect of the common.

The winter birds are now here in 
force with the redwings and field-
fares moving from bush to bush 
along the hedgerows, plundering 
the hawthorn, holly and rowan 
berries. I have been surprised to 

see that on several occasions there have been more field-
fares than redwings as there are usually many more of the 
latter.

I am hoping that they do not manage to completely strip 
the holly bushes as some will be required for Xmas 
decorations. Those on the bushes in the valley below the 
common have already gone!

Another bird that increases in 
number at this time of year is the 
Woodcock they can sometimes be 
seen circling above the treetops as 
the light fades at dusk. The only 
other chance of seeing them is if 
you flush them from the grassy margins. They are like a 
snipe, but much larger with a heavier appearance, and they 
do not zig zag as they fly away.

As dusk falls the winter occurrence of parties of 
starlings passing overhead has been providing a bit of a 
puzzle. Usually they can clearly be seen to be heading 
eastward to roost in the fir trees behind the army camp at 
Okehampton. However this year they are moving in an 
westerly direction, perhaps to the roost in the reed beds 
of Crowdy reservoir just beyond Davidstow Airfield on 
Bodmin Moor. Both of these roosts can contain up to half 
a million birds and are good places to observe the spectac-
ular displays as they descend into their roosting perches.

BARRY ALBRIGHTON - 860445

The Beavons
Jenny and Tim arrived in Brentor around 1990 and fully embraced the spirit of the 
community from the start, joining in with all the myriad village activities of those busy 
times - from social events through to maintenance days. Over the years they each made 
significant contributions to village life; Tim was involved in many grant applications -and 
was at different times chair of the Village Hall and Playing Field Committee and also the 
Parish Council.  He was – and is - also a keen and capable sailor!

Jenny is a trained but natural actress and, as the school teacher in Cider with Rosie in 2000, 
caused some trepidation in her school children! She went on to make significant contributions to The Brentorians, both in 
acting roles (eg The Noble Spaniard - photo!) and as director in A Town Like Deadwood. When Jenny had a serious pneumonia 
the village was touched by her generosity in throwing a party to celebrate her recovery and her appreciation for all those who 
had helped her and Tim.  One of the things she wanted to do having recovered was to dance - lots!  And so she helped create 
Gentle Dance for the elderly in Tavistock, inviting them to share uplifting music and dance moves whilst in their chairs. 

Jenny and Tim, having decided to move to the perhaps warmer and drier climes of Modbury, left Brentor in October. Leaving 
this village was a huge decision for them, but they can be confident that their time in Brentor added greatly to the melting pot 
that makes for a good community anywhere.  We wish them all the very best.
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Villages 
in Action
www.villagesinaction.co.uk

Balagan Café Band. 
Fri. 12th Feb 2016. 
Brentor Village Hall, 8pm. 

This 3-piece band (Guitar, Violin and Cello) will per-
form a variety of music including  Balkan, Gypsy, 
Medieval and originals. All ages welcome. 
Adults £8, Children £6. 
To book tickets ring Dom - 810425 or Colin - 811079.      

ALSO....
"The Fossil Lady of Lyme"
Wed. 3rd February 2016, Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy

Alison Neil has delighted Villages in Action audi-
ences over the years with her acclaimed one-woman 
shows - and now presents the story of Mary Anning, 
who  discovered the first complete fossil of a prehis-
toric reptile in Great Britain. She was twelve years 
old.   Throughout her life, she continued to make 
spectacular discoveries, which changed the way we 
see the world.

BRENTOR  GARDEN  CLUB
AGM & CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING
Thursday 10th December - 7.30 pm in the Village Hall
(Please note this is the 2nd Thursday of the month)

Come and enjoy a fun social evening with excellent com-
pany and some delicious light refreshments
Non members very welcome £2 on the door.

Tel: Heather Webster 810004



Tavy Youth Group (8 – 17 years).
We have had a busy term with our monthly meetings at 
CHICKS Moorland Retreat and recently our residential 
weekend at Buckland Youth Chapel, a great warm hostel 
for ‘sleepovers’, as the young people refer to such 
excursions! We enjoyed a day out at Saltram House and 
explored both the house and the estate, with time for den 
building down by the estuary!
 
We will be holding our Christmas get together on 
Saturday 5 December, 7-9pm at CHICKS. Some of us 
will be taking part in CHICKS Santa Sprint beforehand, at 
3.30pm in Tavistock, so we will start with supper at 7pm 
followed by Christmas games and a disco. We will finish 
at 9pm.
 
Next term we will be going to the Eden Project on Sat 
16 January (weather permitting) and then meeting at 
CHICKS on Saturday 6 February and Saturday 19 March. 
Please contact me if you would like to know more about 
our Youth Group.

Sally Pancheri - 810285
sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk 

 
Do you welcome guests to stay?
If you have a holiday cottage or offer Bed and Breakfast, 
why not put a CHICKS collecting box and a few leaflets 
in your property? We have trialled placing the collecting 
‘cans’ in our cottages, without further comment, (unless 
asked!) and they have quietly begun to fill up. 

I have just received a letter from CHICKS to say our 
guests have donated just over £100 this summer.  When 
people are enjoying their own holiday, they may well 
feel able to help someone else to enjoy our beautiful 
landscape. Every penny counts for CHICKS who provide 
holidays for disadvantaged children. If you would like 
to take part in this initiative or to find out more about 
CHICKS, please contact Sarah Roberts, Community 
fundraiser for CHICKS. sarah.roberts@chicks.org.uk

BLOW THE COBWEBS AWAY
WALK & SOUP LUNCH

SUNDAY 24TH JANUARY
STARTING & FINISHING AT THE HALL

DETAILS IN NEXT BRENTOR NEWS
Sue Stephens 860374

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; Will storage 

Also:

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S)
LIVING WILLS

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of 
Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners 
and complies with its Code of Conduct. 
www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html
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Mary Tavy & Brentor 
Community Primary School
We can’t believe that the Autumn Term is almost 
over!

November was very busy as the children helped to 
raise money for Children in Need by coming in Mufti 
and raising £128.65 for a good cause.  Children in 
Class 4 wrote some very thought -provoking poems 
about Remembrance Day and many of the children 
took part in the wreath – laying ceremony at Mary 
Tavy War Memorial on the Sunday.  We also held our 
own service at the War Memorial with a two minute 
silence on the 11th November at 11am.

Our children have been learning about the Hindu 
festival of Diwali and they produced some beautiful 
rangoli patterns.  They are also finding out about 
some Jewish festivals.

We have been very busy with our preparations for 
Christmas with lots of activities taking place such 
as the children singing carols at Dickensian evening.  
We are looking forward to the Christingle Service 
at Brentor and our Carol Service at Mary Tavy 
Methodist Chapel and this year Class 4 have written 
the Carol Service Nativity Play.

Our First Steps Playgroup will continue to meet in 
the new year on the first Friday of every month 
between 1.15 and 3.00pm so do feel welcome to join 
us if you have a pre-school child.

On behalf of everyone at the school, we would like 
to wish you a very Happy Christmas and New Year 
and we hope to see many of you at our events in 
2016.

Nicky Pratten 810384
Headteacher

little silent Christmas tree

who found you in the great forest
and were you very sorry to come away?
see        i will comfort you
because you smell so sweetly

look      the spangles
that sleep all the year in a dark box
dreaming of being taken out and allowed to shine,
the balls the chains red and gold the fluffy threads,

put up your little arms
and i'll give them all to you to hold
every finger shall have its ring
and there won't be a single place dark or unhappy

then when you're quite dressed
you'll stand in the window for everyone to see
and how they'll stare!
oh but you'll be very proud

extracts from a poem by e.e.cummings



EARLY FINAL COPY DATE - for the January edition!
Saturday 12th December - to Joe Kuipers: joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk

Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays  8th &14th Dec,  then from 5th Jan: 7.30pm     Yoga Jane Osborne 832897

December
Fri 4th 1.15-3.00 Mary Tavy & Brentor School First Steps Playgroup Nicky Pratten 810384
Sat 5th 10.00 - 3.00 Mistletoe Fair Helen de Carles 810412
"  7.00 - 9.00 Tavy Youth Group - at CHICKS Sally Pancheri 810285
Sun  6th 2.45pm Crossfield Singers Concert at St. Michael's David Harris 810415
Thur  10th 7.30pm Garden Club AGM & Social Heather Webster 810004
Sun 20th 9.45.... Carols at Christchurch Kate Kelly 810287

January
Sat 2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon 18th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Oxenham 481415
Sun  24th T.B.A. Walk and Soup lunch Sue Stephens  860374

Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

Please check availability before making a booking request.

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and
Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments on the website 
edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 
Editorial team:  Joe Kuipers 810590   joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net
  Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed

For Sale.
Two five-bar gates, 4'9''w x 4'10"h

Good condition
£25 to the Brentor Community Trust

Anne Clark - 810035
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