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Brentor Wine Evening 

Friday 26th February, 

8.00pmVillage Hall 
Tickets are available for our annual attempt to 

dispel Winter Wet and Gloom.   For the 2016 

Brentor Wine Evening we’ll be enjoying more 

presentations on interesting wines – and looking 

forward to the tastings! 

This will be an informative and fun evening and 

will include: 

* comparative tasting of sparkling wines - 

including a world- renowned champagne from 

a top class chateau 

* three (at least) new presenters, all well known 

in the village….. 

* “medicine & sex through the ages” - a tale of 

three riojas 

* whites and reds from new and old world 

* competition to challenge your taste buds 

* raffle for wine-related prizes, including 

glasses, a good bottle, etc. 

 

Water and biscuits will be on the tables – please 

bring anything more substantial if needed. 

Tickets £8 from Liz on 810083. 
 

Robin Burdfield 810412, John Wheeler 810083 
 

 

Start Collecting Your Jumble!! 

A Jumble Sale will be in April following the coffee 

morning. 

The date and further details will be announced in 

next month’s issue. 
Sheryl    870554  

Brentor Village Walk on 24th January 
Helen & Glenys led a motley band of residents and assorted 

dogs on a very muddy walk on Sunday 24
th

 January. 

Amazingly they did not lose anyone in the mist! 

A soup and pudding lunch was enjoyed after the walk which 

raised £102 for the Village Hall & Playing Field. 

Many thanks to all who contributed in some way to the 

lunch and to the brave souls who ventured forth in less 

than ideal conditions. 

Sue  860374, Sheryl & the Kitchen Crew 

 

Coffee morning 

Saturday 6th February 10.30-12. 
Meet up with friends and neighbours 

Freshly brewed coffee, homemade cakes  

and tempting bacon rolls! 

Also, support our BRING AND BUY TABLE!!! 

Unwanted/unloved Christmas presents etc. 

Your unwanted gifts may be someone's must have. 

(All for fundraising for the village hall). 

Sheryl 870554  

 

Brentor Commons 
After the New Year period it feels imperative to get out and 

take more exercise, so a mid-afternoon break in the rain 

draws me out for a “lap” of the common. The cloud is still 

low and it enables me to exclaim (yet again) “they have 

stolen Brentor Church”. 

 These are real wellington boot walking conditions. There 

are many patches of lying water along the paths and 

sections of heavy, sticky mud where walkers have created 

bypasses through the bracken in at least three places. 

The mud does however give us an indication of what has 

been about. Prints range from the horseshoes of small 

ponies to those of the bigger steeds, paws of dogs of all 

sizes from my small Poppy upwards, a huge variety of 

peoples boots and shoes and hoof slots of deer. 

Another indication of the presence of deer is the gnawing 

of the bark on a branch of gorse that had collapsed across 

the path due to the heavy wind and rain. 



 

 

The only birds to be seen were a pair of ravens passing high 

overhead blown hither and thither by the gusting wind, a 

few blackbirds scuffling in the hedge bottoms for whatever 

food they could find and carrion crows cawing in the tree 

tops. Their uniform black colour caught the atmosphere of 

the afternoon well. 

When three quarters of the way around the ”lap” the rain 

returns to produce a damp, steady, plod back to the car. A 

glance across to the tor shows that the whole hill is now 

enveloped in cloud. This made the return to a good fire and 

a mug of hot chocolate even more inviting. 

Barry Albrighton 860445 

 

 

 

BRENTOR 

TEA TOWELS 

 

We still have a few tea towels available at the price of £5 

each. The tea towels are 100% cotton and show the image 

of St Michaels on the Tor. 

They will be for sale at the coffee morning 

on the Saturday 6
th

 February. 

All profits go to the village hall and playing fields. 

Roz 810209,  rcatlow_1@btinternet.com. 

 

 

 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD 

Draw Winners February 2016 

Number 16 - Alan Henbest 

Number 22 - Jane Diaz 

Number 18 - Kath Warren 

Each number drawn at the monthly coffee morning  

wins a £10 prize 

All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 

maintenance & improvement of the Village Playing Field. 

If you would like to support your playing field, you can join 

the Friends of the Field (FOF) in this ‘monthly flutter’ and 

hopefully see your name in the winners list.  

For details  & please contact a committee member: 

Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@bt internet.com) 

Anne Clarke 810035 (anne.clark13@btinternet.com) 

Kate Kelly 810287 (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

 

 

Did you know that the local NHS has a Patient 

Advice and Complaints Team?  

NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical 

Commissioning Group (NHS NEW Devon CCG) patient 

advice and complaints team is a service to provide patients, 

carers, family members, the public and staff with help, 

advice and support with concerns or comments relating to 

NHS services. 

The team provides free and confidential help to investigate 

and resolve problems as they happen and aim to do this as 

quickly as possible. They can also organise in-depth 

investigations of any problems relating to healthcare across 

a number of different services.  

Hearing from patients helps us to make improvements and 

gives us early warnings of system problems. It is very 

important for the CCG to hear when things are going 

wrong. 

You can contact us on the phone on 01392 267665,  

or 0300 123 1672 ; or text us at 07789 741099;  

or email Keri.ross@nhs.net                                       Keri Ross  

Community Relations Manager (Northern and Eastern) 

 

BRENTOR  GARDEN CLUB 

“A Journey to Everest” a talk by Simon Dell, MBE 

Thursday 18
th

 February at 7.30pm 

Simon Dell is currently the Director and Coordinator of 

Moorland Guides. Since retiring as a full-time police 

constable after 30 years’ service, he has been a special 

constable volunteer in the Devon and Cornwall 

Constabulary.  In 1997 he was awarded the MBE for 

services to the community as well as mountain rescue. 

Simon has received the Queen’s Commendation for Bravery 

in 2003 and in 2013 he was awarded the Lifetime in Policing 

Award by the Home Office. 

In his spare time Simon enjoys relaxing mountaineering 

both in the UK as well as the Alps and Himalayas, having 

taken part in several expeditions in Nepal and Tibet to both 

the north and south sides of Mount Everest and to the 

summit of nearby Kalar Pathar. 

Simon’s off duty interests have involved 20 years as a 

member of the Dartmoor Rescue Group, being its’ 

chairman in 1995 and he is also a Dartmoor National Park 

Guide.  

Visitors very welcome          £2.00 on the door 

Heather Webster   810004 

 

Tor and Tavy WI 
November saw all members collecting foliage from the 

hedges in their gardens in readiness for the meeting on 26
th

 

when we made Christmas rings.  Our speaker came armed 

with flowers, oasis rings, foliage, ribbons and florist’s wire, 

we came armed with secateurs, foliage and baubles.  Tables 

were full of busy, industrious ladies and the end products 

were delightful, some could be used for table decorations 

with a candle in the centre and others were to be used as 

Xmas wreaths on front doors.  We had a very interesting 

and creative evening.  Hopefully this will be repeated in 

time for next Xmas. 

Taylors in Tavistock was the venue for our Christmas meal 

on December 3
rd

.  We were seated in the Kings Room 



 

 

overlooking the front of the building, which was very nice 

as we were able to have an enjoyable evening without 

disturbing other diners.  There were 24 of us and the food 

and service was excellent, it was a lovely way to start off 

the Christmas festivities.  Thank you Taylors. 

It seems a long time from early December until we meet 

again on January 28
th

 when we shall be back at the hall in 

Brentor for our annual Quiz evening hosted by our 

President, Trish Wall and her husband John.  We have 

teams of 4 and hope that this year we shall have some 

visitors from other local WI’s. February will see us line 

dancing with Janet Broombridge so if you are interested in 

joining us for either of these or maybe other evenings in 

this New Year please contact Trish 810115, Lucie 810840 or 

Judi 614198 or just come along to the hall where you will 

be made very welcome. We meet on the 4
th

 Thursday of 

the month from 7.30 in the Village Hall. 

Judi Sloman 614198 

 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, Servicing, and 

Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494     

Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Campbellburrows@icloud.com 

Competitive Rates 

 

 

A word from your local Ranger 
The maelstrom that was the Christmas and New Year 

period of weather seems to have subsided for the time 

being thankfully. I took a walk up onto Oke Tor, along 

Belstone Ridge and down to Cullever steps on the 30
th

 

December partly to blow the cobwebs out and partly to 

have a look down into Taw Marsh to see the impact of all 

the rain we had over the previous few days. The River Taw 

seemed to have sprung a whole new series of arterial 

tributaries feeding into it, looking down from the ridge into 

the marsh whilst being beaten up by the screaming wind 

provided an exhilarating end to the year. There was no-one 

else about, I must have been mad! 

Early 2016 brings opportunities to look at some of the 

outstanding issues on Public Rights of Way that have been 

left from last year. I am taking the opportunity to dig out a 

few drains, renew a few signposts and generally address 

some of the tidying up of gates and stiles that is needed. A 

great opportunity to work off the seasonal excess with a 

spade and iron bar. There are already things coming up in 

the next few months that have been confirmed including a 

talk at the Museum of Dartmoor Life in April and a day’s 

volunteering opportunity for local Ramblers Groups in 

March.  

This year’s Safety on Dartmoor Day date has changed, and 

will now be held at Lydford Sports field on Saturday 28
th

 

May. The date has been changed partly to avoid clashing 

with other local shows and partly to hopefully encourage 

some attendance and involvement with local schools. Other 

activities that are on the horizon are a co-ordinated tackling 

of Japanese Knotweed in and around Mary Tavy with the 

Jubilee Group, and the collective renewing of some of the 

gate latches running along the A386 between 

Blackdown/Gibbett and Kingsett Down. 

Ten Tors training will start in earnest over the next few 

weeks once again, so our message about ground nesting 

birds and the restricted areas associated will be once again 

going out loud and clear to the groups. Part of the weekend 

patrolling will be based around making sure that these 

areas are being left alone, especially as we get closer to 

Spring.   

So, as always, please do not hesitate to give me a ring if you 

have any issues regarding the Rights of Way, or indeed if 

you have any other enquiries regarding the things I or the 

wider DNPA get involved with. 

See you about 

Rob Taylor, DNPA Sector Ranger  

rtaylor@dartmoor.gov.uk  

 

 

  

 

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

 Home  01822 810 795        Mobile  07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman              Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

 

 

 

BOOK NOW for “Balagan Café Band”  Dom 810425  Colin 811078 



 

 

 

 

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATES 

Fast, efficient Will writing service, home visits, Will storage 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S) 

LIVING WILLS 

Contact  Robert Cumming 

01822 860281 / 07958 669541 

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners and complies with 

its Code of Conduct. www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

 

Diary Dates  

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Every Tuesday 7.00 to 8.30pm – ‘ Yoga’ with Jane Osborne 01822 832897 

Every 4
th

 Thursday at 730pm Tor & Tavy WI contact Judi Sloman 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 3rd 8.00pm VIA “The Fossil Lady of Lyme” 

 Mary Tavy Coronation Hall 

  

Sunday  7th 9:45am Communion, at Christ Church David Harris  810845 

Friday  12th 8.00pm VIA “Balagan Café Band”  Brentor Village Hall Dom 

Colin 

810425 

811079 

Sunday 14th 9:45am Prayer & Praise , at Christ Church David Harris  810845 

Thursday 18th 7.30pm A talk by Simon Dell MBE entitled  

"A Journey to Everest” 

Heather Webster 810004 

Sunday 21st 9:45am Communion , at Christ Church David Harris  810845 

Sunday 28th 9:45am Family Service, at Christ Church David Harris  810845 

Friday  26th 8.00pm Brentor Wine Evening Liz Wheeler 810083 

      

MARCH 

Thursday 17th 7.30pm A talk by Rupert Baker entitled "The Way Trees Work" Heather Webster 810004 

      

 

Village Hall Bookings via Helen De Carles 01822 810412 

Please check availability on the village website calendar at  www.brentorvillage.org  

 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like The 

Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in 

advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and phone number on the 

website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Any comments on the website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial team:    Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com ;   John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net ; 

                          Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net ; Joe Kuipers 810590  joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

FINAL COPY DATE for the March edition  

Wednesday 24th February   

Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net   


