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Brentorians Spring Production

“Inspector Drake
and the Perfekt Crime”

A Comedy in Two Acts by David Tristram

The legendary Inspector Drake is back to face his 
greatest ever challenge as he attempts to unravel a plot 
with more twists in it than, well, a really twisted thing.

Who is the mysterious Doctor Short and why did he marry 
a warthog? Has he murdered his fourth wife – or did she 
murder him first?  Has he really got two daughters called 
Sabrina, or is one of them telling porkies?  Where is Frank 
the taxi driver?  What was the Pope doing in the woods? 
And, perhaps most importantly of all – why is there a 
lamppost in the living room?

Just some of the questions facing the famous Inspector 
Drake and Sergeant Plod as they attempt to solve The 
Perfekt Crime!  All will be revealed... sort of... in the 
Village Hall:

Thursday May 5th to Saturday May 7th
Curtain up at 7.30pm.

Book your tickets early to avoid disappointment!
£5 adult, £2 child

Box Office - Helen de Carles 810412

Coffee Morning 
   Saturday 2nd April 2016.   

Meet up with friends and neighbours. 
Enjoy the homemade cakes, freshly brewed coffee and 
crispy bacon rolls!

(NO COFFEE MORNING IN MAY!!!!!!! - Brentorians 
setting up. Back in June.)

JUMBLE SALE Saturday 2nd April   
Starts at 1.30, usually over by 3pm. - 20p entrance

Following on from the coffee morning we will be setting 
up.  Help always welcome, setting up, during, clearing up 
and help disposing.

Hall will be open 5.30-6.30 on Friday 1st April for you to 
drop off contributions, or, bring during the coffee morning.
Village Hall fund raising.          Sheryl 870554

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee

AGM
8.15pm Wednesday 12th of May

We need your support to maintain this hub of our 
community, so this is an opportunity to join our active & 
friendly group.

Dave Williams (Chair) 810375

Wanted By The Brentorians
for loan over 1st week of May

•	 Two seater G Plan or similar sofa (70’s style) 
•	 Ercol type Standard Lamp
•	 1970’s type lamp shade (patterned)
•	 Old Fashioned Torch (long and bulky)
•	 Large Test Tubes (with stand if possible)
•	 Donations of old clean tights - (roughly a whole carrier 

bag) 

Single donations OK (please leave in my letterbox…but 
don’t frighten the postman).  

Please contact Jo Larson Burnett 01822 810272 
jo.ln@drawingtogether.co.uk

AFTERNOON TEA
at
BRENTOR VILLAGE HALL

- SUNDAY 12TH JUNE 3pm -

The Village Hall committee invites residents to 
a sumptuous afternoon tea party 

celebrating the 90th Birthday
of H.M. Queen. 

More details in next month’s Brentor News



Brentor
Garden
Club

A talk by Sue Fisher entitled
“Growing Edibles in Small Places”
Thursday 21st April
7.30 pm in the Brentor Village Hall
Sue Fisher is an award-winning garden writer, designer, 
lecturer and broadcaster with a lifelong passion for plants 
and gardening.

With a horticultural career spanning over 30 years, Sue’s 
in-depth knowledge and enthusiasm enables her to help 
gardeners in a wealth of ways, both in person and through 
the media. Based in Devon, Sue is conveniently located 
for work around the South-West peninsula, also travelling 
around the U.K. and abroad. Currently she is creating a 
garden on the hills above the Tamar, indulging her dual 
passions for plants and wildlife.

From her first BBC Book in the early 1990's, Sue's 
published work now spans ten solo books and several 
co-authored with top gardeners, including Carol Klein and 
Alan Titchmarsh. Sue has also written numerous features in 
magazines and newspapers and her latest book has just been 
published: Organic Gardening for Dummies.

Heather Webster 810004
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Brentor Wine Evening 
2016
Congratulations and many thanks
to all our presenters
who contributed
to another 
  very successful
 Wine Evening
      at the end of February. 
We filled all seats, drank all the wine - and made 
a modest profit of £114 which goes to the Village 
Hall.
Robin Burdfield 810412 - John Wheeler 810083

BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners March 2016

Number 13 - Ella (Sue Stephens mother)
Number 15 – Elaine Henbest

Number 3 - Anne Clark

Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning
wins £10 prize.  All income, after deduction of prizes, goes 
towards the improvement of the Village Playing Field.

If you would like to support your playing field you can 
join the Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ 
and perchance see your name on the winner’s list.

For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following 
members of the Village Hall and Playing Field committee.
Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)
Anne Clark 810035  (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)
Kate Kelly 810287  (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com)

A big 'thank you' to several of the recent  winners who 
have generously returned their £10 prize money thereby 
swelling the "FOF"  funds.

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and
Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494
Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

“Prejudice” - over the forthcoming season.....
I’m really going to have a moan - 
That eats away at my comfort zone.   
Cricket terms are my prejudice
I can easily give that game a miss! - Cricket!

Innings, runs, bat and ball, 
Wicket, pitch, stump and bail
Is all OK, but when I hear
Some peculiar words I just can’t bear - Cricket!

Specialist fielding is desired
When anatomy misfits are required!??
Square leg, short leg, deep fine leg
Chasing after a sphere of red - Is cricket!

Deep man, short man, long off, long on,
Some stand idle, some squat, some run....
True deformities (!) but n’ere a wobble!
I guess they’re so fit it’s a bit of a doddle - For cricketers!

Cover, gully, silly point, slip;
I really don’t like this one little bit!
Silly mid off and silly mid on, 
All this silliness I cannot condone!- Oh cricket!

Chinaman, pitch up, bump ball, dipper, 
Googlie, Yorker and a painful rib tickler. 
Pie chucker, placement, platinum duck;
Does a sticky wicket ever get stuck - In cricket?

Stock ball, sticky dog, bowler steaming in;
A defensive batsman stonewalling,
Picket fence, pie-chucker, pitch, French Cut,
Caught out with a strangler - they shout “How-zat!”
Yeeeees, this is cricket!

In a round, or oval, flattened lawn
And a ‘hetero language’ all of its own -
The fielding positions, I am told
Are placed to chase a little red ball?
Well, that’s cricket!
 
Anne Clark 
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Hairspray in Westminster…
Swinging 60s ‘Iolanthe’ comes to Plymouth

The popular and ever-topical comic opera ’IOLANTHE’, 
by Gilbert and Sullivan, comes to Plymouth in May with 
local man Peter Clement in key roles.
    The internationally-award-winning Plymouth Gilbert 
& Sullivan Fellowship (PGS) will present a new and 
exciting production of ‘IOLANTHE’, set in the early 
1960s, at the Devonport Playhouse from Tuesday 17th 
to Saturday 21st May 2016. The production will be 
authentically costumed, with a cascade of 60s dance 
styles and camp!
    ‘Iolanthe’ is one of Sullivan’s greatest scores - ranging 
from the pomp of the Peers Chorus to beautiful melodies 
and sparkling wit – performed by a 13-piece professional 
orchestra and full chorus.
    Tickets £10 - £16 are available from 01752 600166 or 
at www.plymouthgilbertandsullivan.com

Jo Meddings  01752 881297
j.meddings@uwclub.net

BRENTOR COMMONS
The period of dry weather has been a great improvement 
on recent months. It is a pleasure to be able to walk along 
the mud free paths, but the steady east winds have meant 
a warm coat has been necessary. This colder weather has 
put a brake on what seemed to be starting as a very early 
spring. There are a few primroses and brassy celandines 
in the hedge bottoms, all else seems to have gone into 
hibernation.

The birds we see now 
seem mostly to be in pairs, 
bullfinches in the blackthorn 
along the back path and 
yellowhammers on the phone 
wires being regularly seen. 
There is now a regular chorus 
of birdsong as we walk 

around. Chaffinches with their descending scale ending 
with a jumbled chatter and the “teach-er” “ teach-er” of 
the great tit are clearly heard over all parts of the common.

The ravens are making their presence heard with loud 
”cronking” calls as they harry the local buzzards  and 
chase them off their territory. At one time there were four 
ravens attacking just one buzzard. It may be that they are 
competing for breeding sites as both regularly use last 
year’s crow’s nests. 

Although it was not on the Common it was interesting 
to see a tortoiseshell butterfly 
among the rocks around the 
church on the Tor. We do see 
them in our homes when they 
come out after hibernating in the 
curtains or some such place but 
to see one in such an exposed spot was a real and pleasant 
surprise.

By this time next month we will be hearing our first 
summer visitors. Sand martins and wheatears have already 
been recorded in Devon. Listen out for the onomatopoeic 
calls of the chiffchaff and look out for the swooping 
swallows.

BARRY ALBRIGHTON - 860445

Open Day at 
Yellowmeade Farm

Princetown
PL20 6SS

Bank Holiday Monday 
30 May 2016

2-4 pm

Experience spring on a wildlife-rich farm 
All welcome to this family walk

Donations at gate in aid of Devon Hedge Group 
Waterproofs and walking boots/wellies advised! 

No dogs allowed
Park at car park at beginning of track off the road and 

short (1/2 mile) walk to farm. On bus route 98.
Sheila Downs 890004

Protecting and promoting 
Devon’s world-class hedges

Church Services
Sunday 3rd April:
9:45am - Holy Communion, Christchurch
6:00pm - Evensong, St Michael's

Sunday 10th April:
9:45am - Prayer and Praise, Christchurch
6:00pm - Evensong, St Michael's

Sunday 17th April:
9:45am - Holy Communion, Christchurch
6:00pm - Evensong, St Michael's

Monday 18th April:
7:30pm - Bible Study Group, Christchurch

Sunday 24th April:
9:45am - All-Age Service, Christchurch
6:00pm - Evensong, St Michael's

Sunday 1st May:
9:45am - Holy Communion, Christchurch
6:00pm - Evensong, St Michael's

Dr DL Harris BVSc MRCVS
Tel: 07795 320 153

Museum of Dartmoor Life, Okehampton
Okehampton’s Museum of Dartmoor Life opened at Easter for another season. Easy to find, just a few yards from the White 
Hart Hotel, the museum is housed on three floors and tells ‘the people’s story’ of 5000 years of life and work on Dartmoor. 
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the museum. We are always looking for more volunteers so if you have a few hours to spare 
why not contact our manager Andrew Thompson on 01837 52295 or manager@museumof dartmoorlife.co.uk.



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays  (not May 3rd): 7.30pm     Yoga Jane Osborne 832897

April
Sat 2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
 " " 1.30pm Jumble Sale " "
Thur  21st 7.30pm Garden Club, talk: "Growing Edibles in Small Places" Sue Stephens 860374

May
Thur 5th 7.30pm "Inspector Drake and The Perfekt Crime", Brentorians Helen de Carles 810412
Fri 6th " "                          " " "
Sat 7th " "                          " " "
Thu 12th 8.15pm Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee AGM Dave Williams 810375
Mon 16th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Oxenham 481415
Tue     17th - Sat 21st  "Iolanthe" - Devonport Playhouse Jo Meddings       01752 881297
Thur  19th 7.30pm Garden Club, talk: "Australian Gardens & Bush Walks" Sue Stephens 860374
Thur  26th 7.30pm W.I.  Linda Maberly 834728
Mon 30th 2.00pm Open Day at Yellowmeade Farm Sheila Downs 890004  
Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request.

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would 
like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 
in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Comments on the website edition should be 
sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 
Editorial team:  Joe Kuipers 810590   joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net
  Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 
Friendly professional service Guaranteed
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SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
Fast, efficient Will writing service; home visits; Will storage 

Also:

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S)
LIVING WILLS

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of 
Will Writers and Estate Planning Practitioners 
and complies with its Code of Conduct. 
www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html

FINAL COPY DATE - for the May edition:
Sunday 24th April - to Joe Kuipers: joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk


