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OPEN GARDENS. SATURDAY JUNE 4th. 11:00 am - 5:00 pm. In aid of ST. LUKE'S HOSPICE.   
 

Terry and Beryl Higgs at The Hawthorns and Sally and Chris Pancheri, in Burn Lane. 
Two moorland cottage gardens; includes access to part of the Old G.W.R. Track, and  "Sally's Wood" . 

  Both havens for wild-life.  
Cakes, tea, coffee and plant sales available. Admission £5 : Dogs on leads.  

We are at the lower end of Burn Lane. Follow orange arrows from Downs Garage at 
Mary Tavy to Hawthorns, Brentor. PL19 0NB, Beryl Light <beryl49@me.com> 

 

Brentorians Spring Production, 2016 
 

 

“Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime” 
 

 

 

 

A Comedy in Two Acts by David Tristram 
 

Brentor Village Hall 
Thursday May 5th to Saturday May 7th 

Doors open for pre-performance drinks 7.00pm  
Curtain up at 7.30pm. 

 

The legendary Inspector Drake is back to face his greatest ever challenge as he attempts to 

unravel a plot with more twists in it than, well, a really twisted thing. 

 

Who is the mysterious Doctor Short and why did he marry a warthog? Has he murdered his 

fourth wife – or did she murder him first?  Has he really got two daughters called Sabrina, or is 

one of them telling porkies?  Where is Frank the taxi driver?  What was the Pope doing in the 

woods? And, perhaps most importantly of all – why is there a lamppost in the living room? 

 

Just some of the questions facing the famous Inspector Drake and Sergeant Plod as they at-

tempt to solve The Perfekt Crime!  All will be revealed... sort of... in the Village Hall: 

 
Do you have your tickets?? 

£5 adult, £2 child 
Box Office - Helen de Carles 810412 

mailto:beryl49@me.com


 

 

 

 

Odd 

Jobs?  

General Maintenance?; House Repairs? Masonry? 

Painting & Decorating? ;Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

 Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

01822 810795 M: 07747 440 572 

 
PARISH COUNCIL 

Updates  
 

Brentor Parish Clerk: Caroline Oxenham 
brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Water works! 

There has been a huge amount of water passing through 

the village in recent months.  Please help to keep things 

running as smoothly as possible and avoid blocking its 

natural flow which then causes problems further ‘down 

the line’. 

 

Defibrillator 

The defibrillator has now been fitted.  Those who ex-

pressed an interest in being trained in its use will be con-

tacted soon with a date.  If anybody else has experience of 

using the equipment and would be happy to be listed as a 

point of contact if anybody needs help, please let the Par-

ish Clerk know. 

 

Parking 
Please take care when parking your vehicles, particularly 

at the end of the working day.  Vehicles parked on tight 

corners and bends can make things tricky for other road 

users. 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Monday 

16th May at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  Please 

come along! 

Brentor Village Hall &  
Playing Field Committee 

AGM 
8.15pm Thursday 12

th
 of May 

 
We need your support to maintain this hub 
of our community, so this is an opportunity 

to join our active & friendly group. 
Dave Williams (Chair) 810375 

 

 
Brentor Village Hall and Playing Fields 

Committee invite you to 
 Brentor’s first all day music festival. 

 
SATURDAY JULY 16TH. 2pm-11.30pm. 
At Brentor Village Hall and Marquee. 

 

Local bands performing include The 
Advocates and Dad Dancing. The 
Fireblockers from Chagford will be 
headlining. 
 
Tickets will be available from May onwards 
from Dom (810425) or Colin (811079) or 
from The Lyford Farm Shop, Mary Tavy 
Post Office or Tavistock Bookstop. 
Prices: Adults £6, Children £4 before July 
14th. Adults £8, children £6 on the day.  
 
There will be a limited amount of tickets for 
this event. 
 
As well as music there will be a hog-roast 
and a bar run by The Castle Inn. 
  

For more details and information 

check out the event website at 

www.brenstock.org.uk 

http://www.brenstock.org.uk


John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician; Commissioning, 
Servicing, and Breakdown repair of all types of 

Domestic Oil fired Appliances  
AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on:  Home 01822 810494             
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Campbellburrows@icloud.com 

Competitive Rates 

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE 

Fast, efficient Will writing service: 

Home visits; Will storage 

Also 

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY(S) 

LIVING WILLS 

Contact Robert Cumming  

01822 860281 / 07958 669541  

 

 

Robert Cumming is a Member of The 
Society of Will Writers and Estate Plan-
ning Practitioners and complies with its 
Code of Conduct.  

www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 
 
 
 
 
 

In common with many other villages throughout 
the land Brentor will be hosting an Afternoon Tea 

to celebrate the 
90th Birthday of HM Queen 

Family group or just on your own? 
Come and join us 

Sumptuous  tea served at 3pm. 
SUNDAY JUNE 12th 

****** 
Offers to make & donate cakes & scones very 

much appreciated. Contact: 
Sue 860374; Anne 810035; Sheryl 870554 

Summer Bead Hunt 
 
I am a glass artist specialising in making glass beads 
by hand. I live and work in Mary Tavy and have lived in 
Mary Tavy and Brentor for over 40 years.  I have been 
working with hot glass for 10 years and sell my beads 
internationally under the studio name of Meagan Lily 
Lampwork. 
 
During the summer months from April until September I 
thought it would be fun to run a bead hunt. At the be-
ginning of each month, starting on April 1st I will place a 
different focal bead  somewhere within the village. It will 
be an outdoor location and I will try not to make it too 
hard. I will photograph the bead in situ and post the 
image at various locations throughout the village at the 
end of the previous month. 
 
If you recognise the location and find the bead it is 
yours to keep and enjoy.  The next bead will be in the 
location shown from the 1st of May. There is no entry 
fee to join the hunt, it is free to all.  Happy bead hunt-
ing! 

 
Meaganlily Porteous 

BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB 
A talk by Jonathan Hutchinson entitled 
“Australian Gardens and Bush Walks” 

Thursday 19
th
 May @ 7.30 pm  

in the Brentor Village Hall 
 
From a young age Jonathan always had a fas-
cination for natural history, and being brought 
up with a big garden there was always the op-
portunity for exploration and later on growing a 
wide range of plants. 
  
After attending college at Askam Bryan and 
then Cannington College, the highlight in his 
training culminated at the Edinburgh Botanic 
Garden with the completion of the Diploma in 
Horticulture. 
  
This led to a year working at the Botanic Gar-
den in Sydney, Australia which gave a wonder-
ful opportunity to immerse himself in the native 
flora there and learn about a whole range of 
plants that are beyond the scope of Britain’s 
temperate climate. 
  
Prior to working for the RHS, Jonathan was 
Head Gardener at Haddon House one of the 
properties of the National Trust for Scotland. At 
Rosemoor he is the Team Leader for Lady 
Anne’s Garden. Throughout the garden there is 
a tremendous range of plants that are used to 
show off the garden to its very best.  
  
For Jonathan gardening is all about plants, 
what they are, where they come from, how they 
adapt to their environment in the wild state and 
in cultivation, and how they can be used in a 
cultivated environment to bring education and 
enjoyment to other people.  

http://www.willwriters.com/codeofpractice.html


OPEN DAY 
  

CHICKS Moorland Retreat  
Friday 27th May , 2 - 6pm  

 
 Come along and find out more about what we 
do. Take a tour of the retreat, meet the 
CHICKS staff and enjoy some delicious tea 
and cake! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
How to find us: Brentor, PL19 0LX  
  
For more information call 01822 811020, email 
sarah.roberts@chicks.org.uk or visit ww.chicks.org.uk  

 

 
BRENTOR COMMONS 

 
The spring flowers are at last starting to 
add some colour to the hedges and path 
sides. The blues and purples of ground 
ivy, bluebells and violets contrast well with 
the yellows of the primroses, celandines 
and dandelions. The brambles are well in 
leaf while such trees as the oak are now 
bursting their buds with abandon. Re-
member the old country saw. Oak before 
ash we are in for a splash, ash before oak 
we are in for a soak. 
 
Bird life is now much more abundant. As 
well as all of the resident populations 
there are now a healthy number of sum-
mer visitors. When walking around the 
common recently there had been a small 
“fall” of summer migrants. This is the term 
used by birdwatchers when the willow 
warblers, chiffchaffs and blackcaps have 
just arrived en masse. There were many 
more singing birds than usual, perhaps up 
to twenty willow warblers for example. 
When this happens on the coast as they 
come in from the sea there can be many 
thousands. 
 
Some birds were seen with nesting mate-
rial and I am sure lots of us have seen 
such activity around nest boxes in our 
gardens. The swallows can be seen sur-
veying their nest sites around all of the 
farms and old buildings in the Brentor 
area. 
 
As Janet and I were driving over the com-
mon a few days ago we saw seven roe 
deer. There were two obvious adults on 
one side of the road close to “the ash 
tree” and five others, somewhat smaller, 
on the other side of the road around the 
marshy area by our best heather patch. 
They were clearly agitated by our pres-
ence but would not cross over the road to 
join up with each other again while we 
were there. We watched for a short time 
and then drove off to leave them in peace. 

 

BARRY ALBRIGHTON  860445 

NO COFFEE MORNING IN MAY!! 

Hall occupied by Inspector Drake! 
 

But back with bacon rolls and all your fa-
vourites on Saturday 4th June. 10.30-12. 

 
Thank you for all the support given to the 
April Jumble Sale. From setting up, sup-
plying goods and clearing away at the 
end, thank you. It was a manic day but 

good to see all the regulars. 

Including the Coffee Morning that day we 
took nearly £300. 
 
Sheryl  

https://openclipart.org/detail/16977/coffee-by-jean_victor_balin


Open Day 
Yellowmeade Farm,  

Princetown, Yelverton, 
PL20 6SS  

Bank Holiday Monday  
30 May 2016 2-4 pm  

 

 
 

Experience spring on a wildlife-rich farm. 
All welcome to this family walk. 

Donations at the gate in aid of Devon Hedge 
Group. Waterproofs and walking boots/wellies 

advised! No dogs allowed. 

Park at car park at beginning of track off the 
road and short (1/2 mile) walk to farm. 

On bus route 98.  
Enquiries to Sheila Downs on 01822 890004  

 
Protecting and promoting Devon’s world class hedges 

ACROSS THE MOOR 
 

The first of an occasional series of articles by 
Steve Mason looking at recent and future events 

of interest across Dartmoor. 
 

I thought I would start this series with an upcoming 
event that is not too far away from Brentor and that 
has a specific link to our village, namely the open day 
at Yellowmeade Farm on 30th May. The owner, Sheila 
Downs, is a former resident of Brentor and moved to 
Yellowmeade about 5½ years ago and is well known 
to many of us. For seven generations prior to this, the 
fields had been grazed by livestock and their wildflow-
ers were kept at bay. However, since Sheila’s occu-
pancy, there has been no grazing resulting in a mag-
nificent resurgence of previously dormant wildflowers 
and it is these that form the main attraction of the open 
day. 
 
Among the fields of mixed wildflowers are two that are 
predominantly populated with buttercups, and it is for 
their colour that the farm was originally named, meade 
being the historic word for field or meadow. Also of 
note are three fields of bluebells, that is ‘English blue-
bells, unsullied by Spanish ones’ as Sheila is keen to 
point out! Mixed in with these native bluebells are co-
pious numbers of the white-flowered pignut, the corms 
of which are a favourite food of badgers which are 
consequently attracted to the farm along with a wide 
variety of other wildlife. A recent newcomer to the 
fields is yellow rattle which predates grass allowing 
even more wild flowers to flourish. 
 
Yellowmeade is one of the last walled farms on Dart-
moor and, being devoid of trees, offered few nesting 
opportunities for birds. To rectify this Sheila has 
planted over 1,500 hedge trees and now the farm is 
home to a thriving bird population, their song being 
just one of the many attractions to be enjoyed during 
the open day. The birds are mainly ground nesting 
with an abundance of skylark and meadow pipit. Adja-
cent to the farm’s original entrance is a ruined shep-
herd’s hut which Sheila plans to renovate and create a 
‘wonderful woodland paradise’ with further planting. 
This spring will see a further 500 hedging trees, speci-
men trees, shrubs and a nesting box being added with 
the specific purpose of providing a corridor to encour-
age the barn owl which has recently appeared. 
 
In addition to creating nesting for birds, the new 
hedges also provide food, shelter and a habitat for 
insects and small mammals. Their planting was car-
ried out in conjunction with Devon Hedge Group and 
some of their members will be present to answer 
questions during the open day. Also on hand will be 
Tony Johns, an ornithologist, and Bob Hodgeson, an 
authority on lichen and wild flowers. So, with such 
knowledgeable experts available, what better way for 

all the family to spend the Bank Holiday afternoon 
than enjoying the wildflowers and wildlife of  
Yellowmeade Farm? Full details of the open day 
are advertised elsewhere in this edition. 
 
Steve Mason, sub-editor of the Dartmoor news 

WEST DEVON ROVERS 
 

“We had a really great day! Looking forward to next time!”  
said a West Devon Rover recently.  No, it’s not a football 
team; it’s the name of a local volunteer group of marshals 
or stewards, part of a lively group formed by West Devon 
Community and Voluntary Services 3 years ago, to help run 
large public events of all kinds in the borough. West Devon 
Rovers have so far helped out at 12 events across West 
Devon, including one run by the National Trust. 
 
The volunteers have enjoyed new experiences, have made 
new friends and above all, have had fun. They have en-
joyed good communication, great training opportunities and 
have felt safe and valued. They all wish to volunteer again!  
 
Anyone over 18 is welcome to join; the commitment is en-
tirely down to the volunteer’s availability, as and when they 
are free. Alternatively, you may be planning an event and 
may need the help of West Devon Rovers.  
 
To find out more, please contact Billie Burnett, Volunteering Ser-
vices Co-ordinator at West Devon CVS by telephoning 01837 
55047, by emailing volunteering@westdevoncvs.org.uk, or by 
calling in at 13 East Street, Okehampton EX20 1AS any weekday 
except Monday between 9 am and 3 pm. The role is also adver-
tised on Volunteer Connect, the user-
friendly Devon website on all things volun-
teering at www.devonva.org/volunteering. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Billie Burnett 



Final Copy Date for the June edition, Tuesday 24th May  to  

Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com 

Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you are 
outside the parish and would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A 
small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be 
sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to Brentor Community Trust. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the 
author’s name and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically 
requested otherwise.  Any comments on the website should be sent to: colin.dawes@virgin.net 

Editorial Team:  
Mike Whitfield 810209  mikewhit@btinternet.com   John Wheeler 810083 johnw@brentor.net 
Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk 

Diary Dates 
All events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated 

  

May 
Thu  5th 
Thu  5th 
Fri    6th 
Sat   7th 
Thu 12th 
Mon 16th 
Tue 17th—Sat  
21st 
Thu 19th 
Thu 26th 
Fri   27th 
Mon 30th 
 

 
All day 
19.00 for 19.30 
19.00 for 19.30 
19.00 for 19.30 
20.15 
19.30 
 
 
19.30 
19.30 
14.00  -  18.00 
14.00  -  18.00 

 

 
PCC Elections, Christchurch, Brentor 
Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime 
Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime 
Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime 
Village Hall and Playing Field Committee AGM 
Parish Council Meeting 
Iolanthe  -  Devonport Playhouse 
 
Garden Club talk — Australian Gardens ... 
W.I. 
CHICKS Open Day 
Yellowmeade Farm Open Day  

 

 
Caroline Oxenham 
Helen de Carles 
Helen de Carles 
Helen de Carles 
Dave Williams 
Caroline Oxenham 
Jo Meddings 
 
Sue Stephens 
Linda Maberly 
Sarah Roberts 
Sheila Downs 

 
481415 
810412 
810412 
810412 
810375 
481415 
01752 881297 
 
860374 
834728 
811020 
890004 

 

June 
Sat   4th 
Sat   4th 
Sun  12th 
 
July 
Sat   16th 
 

 
10.30  -  12.00 
11.00  -  17.00 
15.00 
 
 
14.00  -  23.00 

 

 
Coffee Morning 
Hawthorns and Burn Lane  - Open Gardens 
Queen’s 90th birthday afternoon tea 
 
 
BRENSTOCK, 2016 

 

 
Sheryl Burroughs 
Beryl Light 
Anne Clark 
 
 
Dom / Colin 

 

 
870554 
beryl49@me.com 
810035 
 
 
810425 / 811079 

 

Hall bookings and enquiries: Helen De Carles, 01822 810 412 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar: see www.brentorvillage.org  

Please check availability before making a booking request. 

Police and Crime Commissioner Election for Devon and Cornwall 
 

The election will take place on Thursday 5 May 2016. If you  are registered to vote (and the deadlines have now 
passed) the polling station will be in the Church  (Christchurch, in the centre of the village). If you would like to 

find out more about the Police and Crime Commissioner Election, please visit our website at 
 http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/police-and-crime-commissioner-election 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD: Draw Winners April 2016 
 

Number 13 - Ella (Sue Stephens mother), Number 14 – Mike Whitfield & Roz, Number 3 - Anne Clark 
Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning wins a £10 prize. All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards 
the improvement of the Village Playing Field. If you would like to support your playing field you can join the Friends of the 
Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and perchance see your name on the winner’s list.  For  ‘FOF’  details please contact 

one of the following members of the Village Hall and Playing Field committee. 
Sue Stephens 860 374 (stephens214@btinternet.com), Anne Clark 810 035 (anne.clark13@btinternet.com), Kate 
Kelly 810 287       (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com). Occasionally we have FOF members donating their winnings to 
help with the improvement of the Village Playing Field. 

http://www.westdevon.gov.uk/police-and-crime-commissioner-election
mailto:stephens214@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.clark13@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinekelly495@btinternet.com

