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BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners July 2016:
Nos. 22: Jane Diaz, 25: Karl Cradick &  19: Sue Mott

Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning wins £10 prize.  All income, after 
deduction of prizes, goes towards the improvement of the Village Playing Field.   
If you would like to support your playing field you can join the Friends of the Field 
(FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and perchance see your name on the winner’s list.

For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following members of the Village Hall 
and Playing Field committee.
Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)
Anne Clark 810035  (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)
Kate Kelly 810287  (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com)

A big 'thank you' to several of the recent  winners who have generously returned their 
£10 prize money thereby swelling the "FOF"  funds.

Brenstock was a sell-out, with over 250 visitors coming to Brentor’s first-ever music 
festival.  The weather was kind, the food was good and the Castle Inn provided an 
excellent licenced bar.  All the music acts were superb, from solo singers to the headlining 
Fireblockers.  The village hall and marquees were decorated in a riot of colour and in the 
evening the dance floor was packed as the festival reached its climax.

Thanks has to go to Dom Carnell and the Brenstock organising committee for all their hard work, and to the volunteers who 
helped throughout the day to make the event a safe and enjoyable one for all the visitors.  Over £1000 was made which goes to the 
Village Hall and to provide a fund for future Brenstocks………..
 
"What an amazing experience - awesome! That was simply the best music festival ever. At the risk of sounding cheesy, 
we love festivals because the music and vibe sell us an idea of who we want to be and how we want our lives to be, and through 
a brief sun and beer tinted summer haze we believe it to be true. This festival was the best because whether it was putting 
decorations together with neighbours, listening to great bands in the company of their families and ours all interlinked, or 
standing in the hall listening to Sarah’s lyrics whilst all that life she sang about was also going on around us with the kids playing 
together, friends hugging and spending time, it was all real. And the stuff they write the songs about-we get to live it.

Thank you Dom for making that happen - a wonderful, life-enhancing day!  And clean toilets without the muddy queue and no loo 
roll was an absolute bonus - worth the entrance fee for that alone."    Jackie MacRostie - 810683

Back to school BBQ!
Fri 2nd September    5-7pm
Salad donations please, we always have such a wonderful 
selection.   
Burgers, sausages and onions available. Veggie options too.
Bring your own drinks.

Tel Sue 860374 or Sheryl 870554

The Village Hall Fire Alarm is to be tested every Friday. This will involve two short bursts of the alarm of around 30 seconds each, probably a 
minute apart..... This all depends on how fast I can get back to the unit and turn the noise off!   Thanks...          Jo Larsen-Burnett
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John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494     Mobile 0778 2345395

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk

Competitive Rates

ACROSS THE MOOR:
The Dartmoor Hill Pony Experience

It may be argued that the Dartmoor Hill Pony (DHP) represents 
the very essence of Dartmoor and, as such, it was adopted for the 
emblem and logo of Dartmoor National Park on its formation in 
1951. Over time the DHP’s fortunes have waxed and waned and 
a new exhibition charts this varied history from its origins in the 
Stone Age right through to the present day. The Dartmoor Hill 
Pony Experience is currently on display at Powdermills Pottery, 
Postbridge, and runs until October. It is a fascinating exhibition 
packed full of intriguing facts and details and is well worth a visit.

The wild Celtic pony appears in Palaeolithic cave paintings in France 
and Spain and it is thought that they were introduced to Britain by 
early man who would have hunted them for food. Farming began on 
Dartmoor in the Bronze Age and an archaeological dig has unearthed 
hoof prints of cows, sheep and ponies being farmed together as early 
as 1350 BC.

In the Roman occupation DHPs were harnessed to chariots and they 
were much prized for this task back in ancient Rome. The earli-
est written record concerning the ponies dates from 1012 when 
the Bishop of Crediton bequeathed ‘the wild horses in the land of 
Ashburton’ in his will. Then, as now, although the ponies seemed 
wild, in fact they were all owned by someone.

During the reign of Henry VIII, DHPs were too small to carry a 
knight in armour and he deemed ‘little horses and nags of a small 
stature.... a vile and paltry breed’. In 1535 he directed that mares 
should only mate with stallions of 14 hands or more, or the owner 
by fined 40 shillings. Dartmoor, being too remote for enforcement of 
this legislation, paid little heed to it!

Throughout the 19th century DHPs were valued as being strong 
and agile and were put to many uses across the moor such as pack 
ponies, postmen’s transport, moving granite rocks into position when 
building walls and pulling trucks on the Templer Way servicing the 
granite quarries at Haytor. Smugglers were rumoured to use them 
and even to have bred the white out of their fur so they wouldn’t 
be seen in the dark! Warders rode them when overseeing prisoners 
working on the farm at Dartmoor Prison, a practice that continued up 
until 1973.

The 20th century saw DHPs sold at the annual pony fairs at 
Tavistock, Princetown and Chagford. Before and during the Second 
World War, 90% of ponies sold for a good price as food. In the 
1950s and 60s there was a buoyant export trade with ship loads of 
mares of 11.2 hands or less going to Canada for breeding children’s 
ponies, there being no native ponies in the Americas. In the late 60s, 
shiploads went to Denmark, Holland and Belgium for food.

Sadly, in more recent times, the DHP has been in decline. The last 
postal delivery by pony was in 1963 and their use in mines ceased in 
1965. In 1999 the live export of animals was banned bringing a ces-
sation of the European meat trade. Male colt foals were left unsold at 
markets, taken back to the farm, shot and buried while female foals 
sold for just two guineas. That year also saw the introduction by the 
government of agri-environment schemes limiting the numbers of 
grazing animals to allow more diverse vegetation to grow. As well as 
restricting cows and sheep, the latest schemes also limit the numbers 
of ponies on the moor. 2006 saw the last sale at which all ponies 
were sold.

The Dartmoor Hill Pony Experience is open daily, 1030 to 1700.   
See www.powdermillspottery.com for more detail.

Steve Mason - 810085

BRENTOR COMMONS
A warmer afternoon encouraged us to take Poppy for a walk 
around the common and we were rewarded with an abundance 
of butterflies. There were ringlets and meadow browns every 
metre or so along the whole walk. We have not seen these 
numbers for many years. As well as these common species 
we also saw a marbled white (a first on Bowden for us) and 
a painted lady. This last butterfly is migratory and in some 
summers can become an invasion. In fact a few years ago there 
were so many that they were the most common butterfly in 
Britain. 

Another migratory insect is the silver Y 
moth famous this year for its invasion of 
the stadium in Paris during the European 
championship football final. They had 
moved up from southern Europe and with 
the present weather conditions they will 
probably arrive here soon. Look out for this medium sized grey 
moth with its eponymous Y wing marking.

As high summer approaches the grass is really luxurious, there 
is not much colour but as it sways and ripples in the breeze it 
creates another atmosphere for us to absorb and marvel at. 

Another walk on the hottest day of the year so far with the 
mercury well into the mid twenties was made difficult by the 
numbers of biting grey flies. Their incessant attention distracts 
one from observing what is around. Only on the open ground 
away from the hedges was it more comfortable.

There were an unusually large number 
of swallows around. At first there were 
at least twenty on the telephone wires, 
probably this year’s first brood gathering 
in preparation for their migration back to 
Africa. Later they created an even larger 

hunting flock feasting on an, invisible to us, insect population 
high in the air.

Valerian is a new flower for this month, there are large 
clumps scattered sporadically all over the  common. Some of 
the patches have a nice pinkish tinge, possibly an influence 
of the populations from our gardens. Along the path edges 
purple self heal is prominent and the yellows of tormentil and 
the occasional buttercup  brighten the general green of high 
summer.          Barry Albrighton - 860445

If you enjoy Barry's articles and walk on Bowden or 
Liddaton Downs,  why not join the Brentor Commons 
Association as a member - if you're not already?  It only 
costs £10 a year and helps with the maintenance. 
Call Mike Whitfield 810209!



HELP save Villages in Action
Villages in Action is in trouble and needs our 
help. If you ever want to see shows like the 
fabulous ‘Opera Dudes’ or the brilliant ‘Fossil 
Lady of Lyme’ again READ ON.

VIA has lost all its Arts Council and Devon 
County Council funding so is struggling for survival. We 
are fortunate that West Devon council still support VIA 
but for how long? All village venues will now have to 
contribute a much higher amount for each show. Many 
smaller venues have already had to withdraw from the 
scheme. In Mary Tavy, to make any future VIA  events  
financially viable, we will have to increase ticket prices and 
attract greater audience numbers. 

To that end we intend to increase publicity for each event 
with a wider spread of posters and flyers in surrounding 
villages and towns.  If you have any other ideas that will 
boost ‘sales’ please let us know. But mostly we need you all 
to come along to these great evenings of entertainment.

We have just heard that we have been allocated an exciting 
folk/acoustic duo for the autumn on the 6th October and 
a superb Devon jazz quartet playing Dave Brubeck on the 
19th January. If you enjoy these events and want them to 
continue, spread the word to all friends and family. The 
phrase ‘use it or lose it’ really does apply.

If you would like to help in any way, including offering 
accommodation to the artistes for a night, please call either 
me on 810408 or Doreen 810824.

Margaret Aston

We support this article - and may also have 
to raise our ticket prices in Brentor. Our 
programme this season is provisionally: 

Told by an Idiot: "Heads will Roll" – Saturday 19th 
November;

Neil Maya – "The Brubeck Project" – Friday 17th March 
2017. (this is the same as the Mary Tavy event - and may 
change!).   Dom Carnell 810425

- 3 - 

The Dartmoor Trust Wins National Award for its
‘Dartmoor Life In The First World War’ Project
The Community Archives and Heritage Group (CAHG) 
announced at its annual conference in London the winners 
of its annual Awards for Excellence. CAHG is part of the 
Archives and Records Association (UK & Ireland).

Overall Winner
The overall 2016 winner, The Dartmoor Trust (www.
dartmoortrust.org), also won the ‘Most Inspirational’ cat-
egory in this year’s awards. In reaching their decision, the 
judges considered Dartmoor Life In the First World War:
“...a showcase for good practice, looking at the First 
World War from the view of those left behind in rural 
communities.....”

The project will be featured in an exhibition at the 
Dartmoor National Park Visitor Centre, Princetown from 
19-24 August 2016 and is now part of an outreach pro-
gramme to residents and local schoolchildren, explaining 
the socio-economic conditions at that time and improve-
ments over the past century. The project aimed to archive 
local material before the war recedes from memories, by 
drawing communities together at the research stage and 
encouraging people to contribute their own material to the 
archive. For further information contact: 

TonyClark@dartmoortrust.org 07827 975751

Breakfast Praise     Thank you to all those who supported 
our fund raising Breakfast, parents who cooked and those who came 
to enjoy good food and fellowship. A special thanks to the Tavy Youth 
Band for all their hard work leading up to the event. We were able to 
donate just over £350.00 to CHICKS. We have enjoyed the opportuni-
ty to use CHICKS facilities again this term, so thank you too CHICKS 
for enabling our young people to meet safely and to have fun. We wish 
all our families a safe and happy summer holidays!

Sally and Christopher Pancheri

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR

01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572
Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service GuaranteedRobert Cumming is a Member of the Society of Will Writers 
www.willwriters.com

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541    
swwillsandprobate@btinternet.com

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
• Will writing tailored to your needs
• Home visits
• Will storage
• Lasting Power of Attorney
• Living Wills

Brentorians AGM Thurs Sept 22nd
A short AGM followed by casting(?) or at least some 
volunteering, planning, agreeing dates etc. for the next 
production(s).            Liz Hill - 810590

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 6th August 2016, 10.30-12.00   
Meet up with friends and neighbours. 
Enjoy the homemade cakes, freshly brewed coffee 
and crispy bacon rolls!            Sheryl 870554

Classical Guitar and Flute Concert
Peter Joe Bennett and Ana Estefania 
Rodriguez Moran treated the village to  
virtuoso performances in Christchurch 

on Thursday 21st July.  PJ grew up in the village, was a pupil 
of Barry Albrighton before studying music at Chetham’s and in 
London.  Partner Ana plays with a number of Spanish orchestras 
but is normally resident in London.   
Many many thanks to both – please come back and treat us 
again!    



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays  (starting 6th September): 7.00pm     Yoga Jane Osborne 832897

August
Sat 6th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554

September
Fri 2nd 5.00pm Back-to-School BBQ Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Sat 3rd 10.30am Coffee Morning "    870554
Mon 12th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Oxenham 481415
Thur 15th 7.30pm Garden Club, talk: 
   "Wild Plants of the West Country" - Paul Rendell Heather Webster 810412
Thu 22nd    TBA Brentorians AGM & Planning Liz Hill 810590
Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request.
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FINAL COPY DATE - for the September edition:
Monday 22nd August - to Joe Kuipers: joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like The Brentor 
News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of 
publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number and/or email 
address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. Website edition managed by Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 
Editorial team:  Joe Kuipers 810590      joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net
  Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083      ajw@brentor.net

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
We have had an action-packed Summer Term and July has flown by!   Our Year 6 children and I joined children from another small 
school on a residential week at Heatree Activity Centre where we had a fantastic time with the children trying out activities such as 
archery, abseiling, kayaking, fencing, mountain biking, drumming, high ropes, a low adventure challenge (very muddy!) and team build-
ing activities. It was a pleasure to be with our children for the whole week. Prior to the week, the children had taken part in a 13 mile 
sponsored walk to help raise funds towards their residential and I am delighted to say that they all completed the challenge.
 
Class 2 have participated in some Forest School sessions, where learning has been taken outside the classroom, whilst Class 1 spent an 
enjoyable day at Wembury Beach and Marine Centre, learning an incredible amount about marine life and conservation.  Academically, 
our children have met or exceeded national expectations at the end of each Key Stage and we are delighted at the progress of all our 
children, with many making accelerated progress in English and Mathematics. The children were able to share their successes with their 
parents at their Open Afternoon towards the end of term.
 
However, the real highlights have been our 180th Anniversary celebrations and our whole-school musical. We opened the doors and 
invited past and present pupils, staff, governors and members of the local community to vsit us to celebrate 180 years as a school. 
Children and staff dressed up as Victorians and the children experienced Victorian lessons (very strict and very boring!) and different 
forms of Victorian entertainment and crafts. We also held a moving timeline and the day finished with speeches and a celebration cake 
which was enjoyed by all.
 
Mrs Carowicz directed the children in three performances of the musical “The Button Box” which involved every single child. The 
children performed brilliantly and showed so much talent with their singing, dancing and acting. I was incredibly proud of them all and 
would like to thank staff and parent helpers for all their hard work.

Our new Reception children for September have had the opportunity to spend eight Induction Afternoons with us this term and we are 
sure they will quickly settle into school life.
 
Sadly, we say “Goodbye” to Miss Mee and Mr Collacott who are moving on to pastures new and we would like to wish them every 
good wish for the future. 
 
Our PTA held a very successful Summer Fayre in July so we would like to thank everyone in the community for supporting us. Towards 
the end of term, Year 6 children had a day at Crealy, Exeter with the PTA kindly paying the entrance fee. We would like to wish these 
children every success at their new schools as they begin the next step in their education.
 
On behalf of everybody at the School, I would like to thank the whole community for their support of the School. I would also like to 
thank all our parents, Governors and staff for their hard work, support and commitment to the School and let’s hope we have a lovely 
summer break.         Nicky Pratten - Headteacher


