
Coffee Morning(s) 
   Saturdays: 1st October  & 5th November

Meet up with friends and neighbours. 
Enjoy the homemade cakes, freshly brewed 
coffee and bacon rolls!

JUMBLE SALE Saturday 15th October   
Starts at 1.30, usually over by 3pm. - 20p entrance

Help always welcome, setting up, during, clearing up and 
help disposing.  Hall will be open to receive 'good quality 
donations' 5.00-6.00 on Friday 14th  and Saturday morning 
from 11am.

CURRY NIGHT
Friday 11th November 
Get out your recipes and start planning. 
Donations of your wonderful, different curries 
always make this a successful evening.

We would like to do this as a shared fund raiser, the village 
hall and Air Ambulance.   So please save the date and come 
along to support.

Could you give numbers to Sue or Sheryl please?

BACK TO SCHOOL BBQ
We were so lucky with the weather, gazebos only needed as 
sunshades!
A good turn out and a chance to meet and natter.
A lovely selection of salads were again donated, thank you.
Also thanks to Keith and Colin for cooking. 
A special thanks to Tesco for donating the rolls as part of 
their Community Support Project.

All Village Hall fund raising.           Sheryl 870554 

..... not only but also .... 
Cosgrave & Banks, an entertaining folk/acoustic duo
vocals, accordion, guitar,whistle, fiddle, harganger fiddle

  Mary Tavy Coronation Hall - 7.30pm Thursday 6th October
Adults £7.50, Concessions £6.50, Children £4.00 Family £20 
Margaret 810408, Doreen 810824 or MT Post Office & Stores.
BYO food and drink or light refreshments will be available.

[
Cosgrave & Banks are also at Bratton Clovelly Village Hall 

Saturday 8th October, 7.30pm. Tickets 01837 871696.
[

And ... Lydford Nicholls Hall presents ‘Morgan and West 
Parlour Tricks’ a comic duo dealing in Victorian magic. 
Wednesday 9th November, 7.30pm. tel 01822 820589.

[
Please support local VIA events as this scheme will only run 
in the future if it is well supported.
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Villages In Action presents
 "Heads Will Roll"

Told By An Idiot
Saturday 19th November 2016. 8pm. 

Brentor Village Hall.
Adults £8. Children £6. Book tickets with Dom 01822 

810425. Bring your own drinks and nibbles.

Heads Will Roll is a darkly comic fable about failure and 
folly from acclaimed theatre company Told by an Idiot. Two 
strands weave through the piece: the doomed search for the 
mythical city of El Dorado, where rivers supposedly ran with 
gold; and the equally ludicrous folly of the BBC soap opera 
‘El Dorado’.
Told by an Idiot take their comedy very seriously, and have 
found a rich humour in building connections between these 
crazy doomed endeavours. The piece is told through Told by 
an Idiot’s unique combination of anarchic physicality and 
poignant story-telling.
“Their work is never less than sublime.” The Independent

One of many images submitted for the 2017 Brentor Calendar - see page 4

Do you get Colin's Round Robin emails??  
In advance of most village events, Colin Dawes 
sends out a short email to publicise and remind 
of the event to all on a Round Robin list.   
But - this list is much shorter than the number 
of households in the village.  If you don't 
receive these emails and would like to, send an email to 
colinvdawes@btinternet.com



BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners August 2016:
Nos. 5: Kate and Robert Kelly 
24: John Evans
19: Sue Mott

Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning 
wins £10 prize.  All income, after deduction of prizes, 
goes towards the improvement of the Village Playing 
Field.   
If you would like to support your playing field you 
can join the Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly 
flutter’ and perchance see your name on the winner’s 
list.
For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following 
members of the Village Hall and Playing Field 
committee.
Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)
Anne Clark 810035  (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)
Kate Kelly 810287  (catherinekelly495@btinternet.
com)
Occasionally we have FOF members donating their 
winnings to help with the improvement of the Village 
Playing Field.

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
We begin a new school year with 84 children on roll. Our new Reception children settled quickly in September 
and are now very much part of our school. They are being taught in a very small class of 13 children. We have 
also welcomed several new families to our school this Autumn Term and continue to attract children not only 
from Mary Tavy and Brentor but also from Peter Tavy, Lydford, Tavistock and even from further away. Our new 
teacher in Class 1, Miss Vallance, has quickly become part of our very close-knit team and has transformed her 
classroom with her Teaching Assistant. 

Our clubs are up and running with drama, sports, cross country, art, singing, Fun at the Field, and scooter clubs 
being very well attended. We are already preparing to participate in a variety of sporting events and the children 
receive regular sports coaching from a specialist. 

We are keen to be involved with the local community and by the time you read this article, we should have held 
another successful Macmillan Coffee morning. On Wednesday 5th October, Bags2School will be collecting 
clothes, shoes, bags, soft toys and jewellery at 9.00am and the school is able to raise funds from this collection. 
Do feel welcome to donate any of these items- just pop them in a bin liner and bring to the school. 

Our Harvest Festival is planned for Tuesday 11th October at 2.00pm at St. Mary’s in Mary Tavy. On Friday 
11th November we plan to hold our own little Remembrance Day Service at the War Memorial in Mary Tavy at 
about 10.45am and members of the community are warmly invited to join us. Our Carol Service is planned for 
Wednesday 14th December at Brentor Church at 2.00pm and 6.00pm. 

We are using our field for outdoor learning and constantly look at ways to enhance the teaching and learning 
environments. Our Reception children now go on weekly walks and they are learning to appreciate the beautiful 
area in which we live.  We are delighted with our new school meal provider, Zest Kitchen, and meals are high 
quality, delicious and prepared using locally sourced food. 
We are always proud to show people around our happy, family-orientated school and Taster Days can be easily 
arranged. Do call the school on 01822 810384 for further details.

Nicky Pratten - Headteacher

Brentor
Garden
Club

“Alpine Plants”
- a talk by John Mann

Thursday 20th October at 7.30 pm 
 Brentor Village Hall

We are very fortunate to be able to welcome John Mann to 
Brentor.  A keen and very knowledgeable gardener, and a 
former president of the Cornwall Garden Society, John has 
a special interest in that fascinating and diverse group of 
plants known as Alpines or Rock Garden plants and will 
talk to us about all aspects of their care and cultivation.
Visitors very welcome - £2.00 on the door

Heather Webster 810004

Playing Field Clear & Tidy
10.30am to 1pm - Sunday 30th of October

We could do with as many volunteers as possible. We 
particularly want to want to continue the good work of 
tidying up the children’s play area.
Bring along your garden tools;-
 Rakes, strimmers, secateurs etc.
  Soup & roll for all.

Dave Williams 810375
Kate Kelly 810287
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Forthcoming services in Brentor
Sunday 2nd October 
 - 9:45am Holy Communion at Christ Church
Sunday 9th October 
 - 9:45am Prayer and Praise at Christ Church
Sunday 16th October 
 - 9:45am Harvest Festival at Christ Church; 
 to be followed by a talk by Roy Tucker in 
 the Village Hall and then a Harvest Lunch.
Sunday 23rd October
  - 9:45am Family Service at Christ Church
Sunday 30th October
  - 9:45am Morning Prayer at Christ Church

- 4pm, All Soul's service - quiet vigil, readings, 
an opportunity to light a candle in memory and 
meditations on the recently departed. A "drop-
in" service, to be followed by tea and cake. All 
welcome.

Notice - Brentor Pocket Park
As you may have noticed, the Pocket Park is very 
overgrown and we have had to remove many of 
the fittings (such as the swing) for safety reasons. 
Unfortunately, maintaining this area is currently beyond 
the Church's capacity. We are looking at transferring this 
area back to grazing land; however, if anyone or any 
group within the village would like to take it on, please 
contact Kate or David.

Notice - Administrative Assistant
Is there anyone in the village interested in an 
administrative role? There may be an opportunity for 1-2 
hours of admin work per week; working from home in 
conjunction with the Church Wardens. If interested, please 
email Kate - kate@brentorchurch.org.uk.

Notice - Church Flower Rota
We do have a number of wonderful volunteers who keep 
both our churches well supplied with flowers - we have 
a great many visitors throughout the year at both Christ 
Church and St Michael's and we like to make the churches 
attractive and welcoming. We are currently putting 
together the 2017 flower rota, and if anyone would like to 
join our stalwart band, please contact Helen on 810845 or 
stablelights@btinternet.com.

- Dr David Harris MRCVS - 01822 810845,
david@brentorchurch.org.uk 

- Mrs Kate Kelly, 01822 810287
kate@brentorchurch.org.uk 

Brent Tor Churchwardens

Brentor & Moor Compassionate 
Neighbours Scheme
 
We are hoping to establish a local network of 
volunteers to support members of our community 
who are suffering from a long-term or life-limiting 
condition, or may be approaching the end of life. 
We would like to invite expressions of interest from 
anyone who feels they might have something to offer, 
and would like to be involved - in whatever capacity 
- in the establishment of this very worthwhile local 
endeavour.

For further information, or an informal chat with no 
obligation, please contact either:
-  Mark Alderson 
   Tel:01822 860799, mark.alderson@fsmail.net 
or 
- David Harris 
   Tel: 01822 810845, dlh.stablelights@btinternet.com 

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494     Mobile 0778 2345395

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates

For Sale
Drop-leaf table, solid pine, circular 1.20m diameter and 

folds to 1.20m x 26cm.  
Excellent condition.  £15 

If sold this money will be put towards printing etc. of 
Brentor News.     Tel:  810035    Anne Clark

The Brentorians

At our September AGM it was agreed 
a) to purchase some equipment for the 
hall;  
b) to make a donation to the Brentor Community Trust this 
year, and 
c) that our next production will be "The Ghosts of Marvin 
Grange", a melodrama in two short acts by Richard 
Coleman - and with a large cast!  Readings of the play are 
under way: anyone interested in being involved, either on- 
or off-stage, should contact Judy on 810375.

John Wheeler - 810083
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THE BRENTOR CALENDAR 2017

The Brentor Appointments Calendar is back! By 
popular request the Mistletoe Fair Organisers have been 
busy gathering beautiful local images by our talented local 
photographers to fill the new calendar. Several images 
in this edition are taken from photographs submitted this 
year.

The calendar is in the same format as previous years and is 
the correct size to post for the cost of a large letter, so will 
make a great present for friends and family.  The price is 
held again at £5, including an envelope to send it in!

To help with the cost of printing and raise more money for 
the village hall and playing fields, this year we have asked 
businesses and organisations with a connection to Brentor 
if they would be willing to sponsor the calendar. There 
has been a really good response, but there are still a few 
months available. 

So, if YOU would like to sponsor the calendar for £20, 
you can choose a month, perhaps to mark a special 
birthday, anniversary, a wedding - or just because it is 
your favourite month in the year. We will include a line 
with your name and the occasion. There is not much time 
left before our print deadline, so if you would like to help, 
phone or email Sarah by Monday 10th October.

Sarah Walker-Smith - 860165
liddaton@me.com

Masthead image, page 1 - Mike Gadd
Cow and Calf, above - Joe Kuipers
Christchurch & Meadow, p3 - J Wheeler

“PONKEE”
School ‘Leaver’s Day’ in the huge Assembly Hall; the rather 
scary Headmaster was sadly afflicted with an ‘affirmative’ 
nodding twitch.  

It began in nineteen forty six - 
Not so very long after the blitz,
Freedom from a terrible war,
‘School leavers’ day;  I’ll tell you more.

The scary Head of Junior School
Waltzed into the huge Assembly Hall
With a smile on his face - n’ere seen before!
He took up a pose of relaxed rapport. 

“Ponkee, ponkee, ponkee,” he said
With an affirmative nod of his head!

The boys he caned for ill deeds they’d done!
He demanded respect.  Spankings’ not fun
When you’re thoroughly whacked in class
With the end of a bamboo stick on your .... (bottom)...

“Ponkee, ponkee, ponkee,” he said
With a positive nod of his head!

His skeletal skull bobbed up and down – 
A wide, open smile – no more a frown 
On his furrowed brow!  What’s going on?
We could only think his ‘marbles’ had gone!

“Ponkee, ponkee, ponkee,” he said
With a grinning nod of his head!

Reading, writing, arithmetic,
Times table by rote, all so strict; 
Poetry to learn for class recitation;
Word for word without hesitation.

“Ponkee, ponkee, ponkee,”  he said 
With a taciturn nod of his head!

“Ponkee, ponkee let us take by letter  – 
If we split it in two what do we get, a
PON and a KEE – so swap it around...
Put PON  after  KEE.... and what do we find?”

“KEEP  ON,  KEEP  ON,  KEEP  ON” he said
With a positive nod of his head.

“KEEP  ON  pursuing your life’s desire,
  KEEP  ON  loving those you admire,
  KEEP  ON  learning and you can’t go wrong, 
  KEEP  ON  leading and always be strong.”

“T’is your last day here – just bear in mind
These two words, I think you’ll find,
Will put your life on a positive road;  
So bear in mind this little ode -
......about   PONKEE”

“K-E-E-P     O-N   let this be your guide,” he said
With a final nod of his head!

Quirky .... but true!  Anne Clark

BRENTOR MISTLETOE FAIR

REMEMBER, REMEMBER
SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER

10am TO 3pm

OUR ANNUAL FESTIVE MIX OF 
CRAFTS, 

GOOD FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT,

AND 
THE SUPER PRIZE DRAW. 

KEEP THE DAY FREE!
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Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of Will Writers 
www.willwriters.com

Contact Robert Cumming 
01822 860281 / 07958 669541    
swwillsandprobate@btinternet.com

SOUTH WEST WILLS & PROBATE
• Will writing tailored to your needs
• Home visits
• Will storage
• Lasting Power of Attorney
• Living Wills

‘Toil and Trouble’: A mid-production update

Sharon, Judy and 
Glenys as 
The Three Witches.

After an intense but entertaining film-shoot in the village 
hall on the 11th of September, our local film ‘Toil and 
Trouble’ is close to completion in terms of the footage 
required. This was a new experience for me behind the 
camera as I’m sure it was for some in front; the nature of 
this day was to film scenes from a play as though it were 
on stage before an audience. The play was ‘Macbeth’ and 
the cast looked splendid in costumes hired from Prim Raf 
Theatre in Callington. Local volunteers came to supply the 
pretend audience. 

We are hoping that all scenes will be shot by the end of 
the year and then there will be a period of post-production 
when the attention will turn to the editing and music. All 
being well the finished film will be released for its local 
premier in Spring 2017. 

Dom Carnell.

BRENTOR COMMONS
What is it about gathering blackberries that is so 
satisfying? To spend an hour strolling along the 
hedgerows with little on your mind than gathering 
the fruit must be fulfilling some ancient need of our 
hunter gatherer forebears. It may also be something 
to do with the blackberry and apple crumble for 
supper! There has been a reasonable crop this year 
and the tell-tale incursions into the bushes to reach 
those really large and juicy ones that always seem 
to be just out of reach shows that many people have 
been busy.

I thought the sloes would be scarce this year but 
now that they have coloured up there seems to be a 
reasonable amount. Not the quantities that the last 
two years have produced when I liked to claim that 
I had picked enough for my sloe gin from just one 
bush.

When walking from Bowden to 
Liddaton I saw a party of at least six 
stonechats. It was clearly a family group 
as the younger birds were quivering their 
wings in typical food begging manner. It 

is good to know that they have had a successful year. 
Other birds seen included a wren, good numbers of 
swallows and a pair of willow warblers (once known 
as willow wrens).

The silver Y moth mentioned in a recent article is 
now present on the common and in many of our 
gardens. Look out for a very restless medium sized 
silvery brown day flying moth flitting from flower to 
flower. Its wings often are continually fluttering but 
if it does settle you will clearly see the Y shape on 
each wing.

There is little colour to catch the eye but some white 
yarrow and pinkish purple woundwort can be seen 
along the road and path verges. The red berries 
of hawthorn, rowan and honeysuckle are really 
noticeable. There will be abundant food for the 
winter visiting redwing and fieldfares that will arrive 
soon.

Barry Albrighton  860445



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays   7.00pm     Yoga Jane Osborne 832897

October
Sat 1st 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thu 6th 7.30pm Cosgrave & Banks - VIA - MT Coronation Hall Margaret Aston 810408
Sat 8th 7.30pm "                    "          "   - Bratton Clovelly                        01837 871696
Sat 15th 1.30pm Jumble Sale Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thu 20th 7.30pm Garden Club, talk: "Alpine Plants" - John Mann Heather Webster 810004
Mon 24th - Final copy date for November Brentor News! Jane Phelpstead 810635

November
Sat 5th 10.30am Coffee Morning "    870554
Wed 9th 7.30pm "Morgan & West Parlour Tricks" - VIA, Lydford  820589
Fri 11th           TBA Curry Night Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon 14th 7.30am Parish Council Meeting: Caroline Oxenham 481415
Thu 17th 7.30pm Garden Club: "Brilliant Bees" - Tim Payne, City Bees Heather Webster 810004
Sat 19th 8.00pm "Heads will Roll" - VIA event Dom Carnell 810425
Sun 30th    10.30am Playing Field Clear & Tidy Dave Williams 810375

December
Sat 3rd 10.0am Mistletoe Fair Sue Stephens 860374

Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 
All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

Please check availability before making a booking request.
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FINAL COPY DATE - for the November edition:
Monday 24th October - to Jane Phelpstead: croakytoad@ukgateway.net

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust 
would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Joe Kuipers 810590      joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net
  Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083      ajw@brentor.net

www.brentorvillage.org.uk  - Your village website
Brentor Village website is run by the Brentor Community Trust to compliment the Brentor 
News.  It aims to provide in-depth information about our village and its organisations and to 
offer up-to-date information on topical village issues and events. Contributions to the website, 
including articles and photographs, are always welcome and should be emailed to the editor, 
Colin Dawes, at colinvdawes@btinternet.com


