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Hedge Party Update 
The working party held at the village hall on Saturday 14

th
 

January proved to be a brilliant success. Upwards of 16 
residents turned out to help and a tremendous amount was 
achieved. The hall side of the beech hedge has been 
reduced by several feet ; the ditch has been cleared of 
debris and overhanging branches removed and the 
passageway between the hall and church hedge has been 
cleared of leaves.  

 

A  lunch of soup, bread and cheese was enjoyed by all. A 
very worthwhile morning’s work. 

However........there is still plenty more to do! Weather 
permitting it is intended to hold another working party on 
Saturday 11

th
 February 9.30am start and refreshments will 

be provided.  

Please wear stout gloves and bring whatever equipment 
you have to hand. Loppers, trowels, strimmers and rakes 
are all useful.         Stephens 860374and Kate Kelly 810287 

 

Next Coffee Morning 

Saturday 4th February  10.30-12. 

Raffle, bacon rolls, homemade cakes 

and freshly brewed coffee. 

Meet up with friends and neighbours. 

Sheryl  870554 

 

…January Coffee Morning - update 

Thank you to so many of you!! The January Coffee Morning 
was a record breaker!! We made an amazing £198 - the 
best yet .  

What a morning -  we ran out of bacon (horror), milk, 
coffee and marg! The helpers didn't even get a bacon roll as 
their usual thank you. 

The ‘unloved/unwanted pressie table’ was brilliant – so 
why not sort out those chocolates, toiletries and gadgets 
and bring them along.to the February Coffee Morning? 

 

Brentor  Garden  Club 
“Urban Sustainable Living”  

a talk by Tim Payne 

 of ‘City Bees’ 

Thursday 16th February 7.30 pm 
 

Back by popular demand!  We are very fortunate to be able 
to welcome Tim Payne back to Brentor to talk to us further 
on the fascinating and very complex subject of the life of 
bees. 

The benefits of bees to mankind are numerous and 
invaluable, as well as honey being a food source it also has 
many other medical uses such as wound dressings, 
treatment of skin ulcers, anti-fungal treatments and 
immune system building.  Wax has been used in boat 
building and sail making, waterproofing, coating for cheese 
and surfboard wax. 

Bees are essential to our survival but are sadly in decline.  
The causes of their drop in numbers are many and varied 
but modern agricultural methods are a factor as are cold, 
wet summers and also the varroa mite which can decimate 
a hive. 

There are, however, ways in which we can help. These 
include supporting our local beekeeper by buying local 
honey, planting the flowering plants that bees need and 
not using pesticides that kill bees. 

 This talk will be a wonderful opportunity to gain an insight 
into the amazing world of bees.   

Visitors very welcome                  £2.00 on the door 

Heather Webster 810004 
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Brentor Wine 
Evening 

Friday 24th February 2017, 
8.00pm - Village Hall 

 

Tickets will shortly be on sale for this important early 
event in the calendar. 

This year we have invited four speakers from the 
village to talk about…. and invite us to taste .… 
some of their favorite wines.  Look forward to 
learning some interesting things, possibly about 

wine, from: 

 

 Liz Hill                   John Drury  

 Dom Carnell        Jason Libby 

 

The evening will be chaired this year by Robin 
Burdfield, who will start proceedings with a blind 
wine tasting featuring a truly world class wine – 
and the evening will end with a prize competition 
to identify an equally classic wine. More top wine 
prizes will be on offer courtesy of the raffle. 

 

Water and biscuits will be on the tables – please 
bring anything more substantial if needed.  Don’t 
bring wine…. 

It all adds up to an entertaining – and possibly 
educational - evening!   

 

 “Tickets” are £8 and will be on sale from the 
Wheelers on Saturday Feb 4th at the Coffee Morning 
and then from Feb 8th from Helen de Carles on 
810412. 

 

Coffee Morning  

for Brain Tumour Research. 
I am holding this coffee morning in memory of my son in 
law on Brain Tumour Research’s ‘Wear A Hat Day’  on 31st 
March. .(hats optional!) . 

Did you know brain tumours are the chief cause of cancer 
deaths in children and the under 40`s. Sadly research is 
seriously underfunded and only receives 1.37% of our 
national spend on cancer.  

The Coffee Morning will be held at Broadmead Cottage 
Darke Lane on Friday March 31st from 10am till 1pm. 
Coffee and cake for £3.00.  

Cake stall and raffle (contributions will be gratefully 
received). Do come and support us.  

All proceeds to Brain Tumour Research. 

Enquiries to:                                          Liz Bashford, 810187.   

e.bashford@btinternet.com 

 

The Triangle Cancer Support Centre:  
There for you when you need us. 

We are a small professional, friendly team who provide 
support & information for those affected by cancer. If you 
have been diagnosed or are caring for someone with 
cancer, then drop in and see us. 

We are here to listen to your concerns, provide 
information, explanation & support. This enables our 
clients to navigate the complexities of treatment with a 
better understanding on how to meet the challenges of 
treatment and adapting to life afterwards.  We meet every 
Friday at the Tavistock Clinic from 09.30 – 16.30. 

Would you be interested in becoming part of our service? 
We are currently seeking volunteers from the local 
community. We are looking for people to provide a warm & 
friendly welcome for our clients.  We are a supportive team 
who provide training, enabling you to work in this 
rewarding and challenging area.  Interested? For an 
informal chat please phone Lucy on 01752 763672 

 Local contact Angela Evans 810629  

 

 

Parish Council News 
Parish Council Grants To Local Organisations 

As in previous years the Parish Council will consider 
including a sum within its budget for supporting local 
organisations. If your organisation is thinking of asking the 
Parish Council for a grant then please send an email to the 
Parish Clerk by the 1

st
 March 2017 with the following 

information: - Purpose for which a grant is required - 
Budgeted income and expenditure for the current financial 
year - Last audited accounts - Report on the use of any 
previous Parish Council grant.  

Rats!   It would seem that whilst keeping the local rodents 
at bay, other small mammals are also being harmed.  Please 
be aware when using poisons/chemical treatments that 
other animals can also be inadvertently affected. 

Road Naming    The Parish Council is currently looking at 
various road signs around the village.  Does anybody know 
what the road is called which runs between the Bus Stop by 
the War Memorial and the corner of Burn Lane by the 
Playing Field, or have any suggestions about what it should 
be called? 

Avian Influenza   You may be aware of the recent 
publications regarding Avian Influenza (Bird Flu).  Up to 
date information can be found at 
http://www.devon.gov.uk/tradingstandards  select farming 
standards from the options, followed by animal disease 
containment.  Alternatively you can look at the DEFRA site 
at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu  

Caroline Oxenham   Brentor Parish Clerk 

 01822 481415   brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:e.bashford@btinternet.com
http://www.devon.gov.uk/tradingstandards
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu
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JUMBLE SALE !!!!!! 

raising funds for the Village Hall 

Saturday 4th March (following the coffee morning) 

with a 1pm start  and 20p entrance 

So start collecting and hunting out all your 'good quality' 
jumble.  Bring it to the Village Hall either on Friday 3rd 
March between 5-6pm or during the coffee morning (and 
stay for a coffee!). 

Any queries phone Sheryl  870554 or Sue 860374 

 

 

 
 

Brentor Commons  
I leant upon a coppice gate 

When frost was spectre-gray, 

And winter’s dregs made 
desolate 

The weakening eye of day. 
 

These words of Thomas Hardy encapsulate the atmosphere 
of the common on one of our walks this month. In Hardy’s 
poem the gloom is broken by the song of a “darkling 
thrush,” giving hope for the future. We did not hear a 
thrush sing but the robin was in full and strident voice and 
the hedge sparrow’s quieter sound raised our spirits in the 
chilly, damp air. 

Most days, birds were few and far between, but one late 
evening walk revealed large numbers of redwing, seeming 
to be charging around in the blackthorn along the back 
path. I suspect this is pre-settling down behaviour in a 
communal roosting area. It so reminded me of the times I 
spent as a youth ringing redwings at such a roost in 
Warwickshire. 

The bare trees allow the “witch’s broomsticks” in the birch 
trees to be much more apparent in all parts of the 
common. One tree had seventeen. These growths are the 
reaction by the tree to a fungal infection in the same way 
that oak apples are to wasp eggs. Another eye catching 
phenomenon to the right of the track down to Burcombe 

Farm is the line of vertical willow shoots that have 
formed along the line of a fallen trunk. It is hard to imagine 
that they were not planted there for some purpose. 

Barry Albrighton    01822 860445 

 

A Villages In Action Event 

Sunday 12
th

 March. 8pm at The Village Hall. 

 

Kit Holmes and Al Greenwood :  

An Evening of Blues Music. 

 

More details about the musical duet to follow. 

Ring Dom on 01822 810425 

to book tickets. Adults £8 Children £6. 

Bring your own drinks and nibbles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mistletoe Fair Update 
The Mistletoe Fair held 3

rd
 December has proved to be our 

most successful to date. Late sales have boosted the 
profits to £1593. Many thanks to everyone who supported 
the event or gave help on the day. 

The 2017 calendar made a significant contribution to our 
takings and we would like to produce another next 
year.......however we need plenty of new photographs from 
which to make a selection. Keep snapping! There is still 
time to take some winter scenes and then continue 
throughout the year.  

Saturday 2
nd

 December 2017 is the date to save for this 
year’s Fair. 

Sarah, Sue, Helen, Roz & Glenys  
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Brentor  Friends  Of  The  Field 
Draw Winners January 2017 

No. - 10 Helen & Robin Birdfield 

No. 25 – Irene & Karl Cradick 

No. 15 – Elaine & Alan Henbest 

Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning 

wins £10 prize  

All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 
improvement of the Village Playing Field. 

If you would like to support your playing field you can join 
the Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and 
perchance see your name on the winner’s list. 

For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following 
members of the Village Hall and Playing Field committee. 

Sue Stephens 860 374 (stephens214@btinternet.com) 

Anne Clark 810 035     (anne.clark13@btinternet.com) 

Kate Kelly 810 287       (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

Occasionally we have FOF members donating their 
winnings to help with the improvement of the Village 
Playing Field.   

 

 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 
 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing & Breakdown Repair of 

All types of Domestic oil fired Appliances 

 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

 

 

 

Contact John on: 

 

Home 01822 810494     Mobile 0778 234 5395 

 

john-campbellburrows@icloud.com 

 

 

 

REMEMBER “BRENSTOCK 2016?” 

Here is a date for your calendar: 

“BRENSTOCK 2017” is coming on: 

SATURDAY JULY 15TH 

Keep an eye on the website at 

www.brenstock.org.uk 

 
 

 

Early Notice! The 2017 Mistletoe Fair will be held on: 

Saturday 2nd December 

Another date for your calendar! 
 

Brentor News key facts 
Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you are 

outside the parish and would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net  

A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be 

sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the 

author's name and phone number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically 

requested otherwise.  

Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  

Editorial team: 

Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net  

Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net  

mailto:stephens214@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.clark13@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinekelly495@btinternet.com
mailto:john-campbellburrows@icloud.com
http://www.brenstock.org.uk/
mailto:ajw@brentor.net
mailto:colinvdawes@btinternet.com
mailto:joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:croakytoad@ukgateway.net
mailto:mikewhit@btinternet.com
mailto:ajw@brentor.net
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Diary Dates 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

February 

Saturday 4
th

 10.30-12 
noon 

COFFE MORNING Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Saturday 11th 9.30am Village Hall ….‘Hedge Party’ clearance Sue Stephens 

Kate Kelly 

860374 

810287 

Thursday 16th 7.30pm Garden Club   ‘Urban Sustainable Living’ 

Talk by Tim Payne of ‘City of Bees’ 

Helen Webster 810004 

Friday 24th 8.00pm Brentor Wine Evening 

(tickets on sale from 4
th

 March) 

Helen de Carles 

John Wheeler 

810412 

810083 

      

March 

Wednesday 

 

1st  Deadline for applications 

for Brentor Parish Council Grants 

Caroline Oxenham 

brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk  

 481415 

Saturday 4th 1.00pm Village Hall     JUMBLE SALE Sheryl Burroughs 

Sue Stephens 

870554 

860374 

Sunday 12
th

 8.00pm Villages in Action – ‘Evening of Blues Music’ 

 

Dom Carnell 810425 

Thursday 16th 7.30pm Garden Club  ‘Crete Flora & Spring Flowers’ 

Talk by Tim Ellis 

Helen Webster 810004 

Thursday 23
rd

     

Friday 24
th

 7.00 for 
730pm 

Brentorians 

The Ghosts of Marvin Grange 
Helen de Carles   

See page 6! 

810412 

Saturday 25th     

Friday 31st 10.00 to 
1.00pm 

Coffee Morning for ‘Brain Tumour Research’ 

Broadmeade Cottage 

Liz Bashford 810187 

 

Village Hall Bookings via Helen de Carles  810412   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  

 

SERVICES AT CHRIST CHURCH FOR FEBRUARY 2017 

All services start at 9.45 am followed by tea/coffee afterwards 

Sunday 5 th Holy Communion Sunday 12 th Prayer and Praise 

Sunday 19 th Holy Communion Sunday 26 th Family/ All Age Service 

Bible Study group will met at Redferns, Darke Lane, Brentor on Monday 20 th February 7.30 pm. 

 

All are most welcome to any or all of the above.                      David Harris 810415 and Kate Kelly  810287 

 

 

The Minutes for the recent Brentor Parish Council Meeting are posted  

on the Village Notice Boards and in the Bus Shelter 

 

 

 
FINAL COPY DATE FOR MARCH BRENTOR NEWS  

Friday 24th February 

   Jane Phelpstead   810635   croakytoad@ukgateway.net 

mailto:brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:croakytoad@ukgateway.net
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