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Desk looking for New Home 

A solidly built wooden desk 6ft x 2ft6ins, coloured black 

(ish), with 3 drawers on LHS and cabinet with door on the 

RHS.  Good condition.   

Moving to a smaller property and can’t take it with me!  

Small donation to the Brentor News.    

Derwent Saunders -   810565 

 

 
Starting Monday 3rd April 
 

A Kettlebell is…a traditional Russian cast iron weight that is 
shaped like a cannon ball with a handle. Basically a Russian 
dumbbell. Strength training for men and women. 

 

 

Brentor Brainiacs 

Quiz Night 

 

Come along to the Brentor Quiz Night. 

Nothing too intellectual, with questions suited to a wide 
range of interests.  Bring your own refreshments 

 

Friday April 28th, 7.30 start 

Brentor Village Hall 

Teams of 4   -    £5 per team 

 

Contact Robin and Helen – 01822 810412                                                             
helendecarles@gmail.com  

 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD 
Draw Winners for March, 2017 

Raffle drawn during the Coffee Morning held on the first Saturday 
each month 

Number 14 – Mike and Roz - Whitfield 
Number 16 – Alan Henbest & Elaine 

Number 2 – Sue Stephens 
Win £10 prize 

All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 
improvement of the Village Playing Field. 
If you would like to support your playing field you can join the 
Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and perchance 
see your name on the winner’s list. 
For ‘FOF’ details please contact one of the following members of 
the Village Hall and Playing Field committee. 
Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com) 
Anne Clark 810035     (anne.clark13@btinternet.com) 
Kate Kelly 810287       (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

 
JUMBLE SALE UPDATE 

 
The Jumble Sale held after the March Coffee Morning made 
a very creditable profit of £178 for the Village Hall and 
Playing Field. The next sale will probably be held in October. 

Start collecting now! 
Many thanks from Sue and Sheryl 

 

Coffee Morning 
Village Hall Saturday 1st April (no joke!) 

 10.30 – 12 noon 
Come and meet up with friends and neighbours. 

Enjoy the homemade cakes, freshly brewed 

cafetieres of coffee and crispy bacon rolls, who can 

resist! Support the hall fundraising raffle.  

Please note that the May coffee morning will be a 

week early due to Sue and Sheryl not being available. 

Saturday 29th April. Please be there!                          Sheryl 870554                        
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“Behind the Scenes at 
Chelsea” 

A Talk by Rupert Baker 
Thursday 20 April at 7.30 pm in the 

Brentor Village Hall 
 
Rupert Baker is a very knowledgeable plantsman and 
has worked for over 30 years in forestry and 
horticulture including ten years as a horticultural trainer 
and lecturer and two years as an arboricultural 
lecturer. He has also been a collection-holder for the 
NCCPG, and involved in the development of their 
DEMETER database. 
Rupert now also works for the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) as their Horticultural Clerk of Works for 
Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower Shows each 
summer, supervising the building of the show gardens, 
and then the reinstatement of the site after the show.  
He has a passion for all things horticultural and will be 
giving the Garden Club a fascinating insight into what 
goes on behind the scenes at Chelsea.   
An opportunity not to be missed! 
Visitors very welcome 
£2 on the door                      Heather Webster 810004 

 
The 2017 Brentor Wine Evening, held at the end of 
February, was generally reckoned to be one of the 
most, if not The Most, enjoyable yet. 
Four speakers from the village 
entertained us in very different 
ways involving maps, slide shows, 
blind tastings, video clips and live 
music – Dom had us singing along 
to the first performance of his 
Brentor Wine Song….!   
We also managed to taste quite a 
lot of wine along the way. 
Thanks to a capacity audience and in no small 
measure to donations of some fine wines from Anne 
Clark and John Drury for our raffle - and auction - we 
have been able to donate £293 to village hall funds. 
Many many thanks to everyone involved. 
Robin Burdfield 810412    John Wheeler 810083 

 
WORKING PARTY UPDATE 
What a difference a day makes! Our working party at the Playing 
Field on Saturday 11th March made good progress. A total of 9 
hardy souls arrived to help, including 4 men with machinery. Lots 
of strimming was done; the willow arch (which had grown so large 
and ugly it was beyond restoring to its original purpose) was cut 
down and the branches went onto the bonfire. Refreshments were 
provided mid-morning for the helpers and we were finished by 
about 12.30pm. 
Our next working party will be Saturday 8th April and will either be 
at the Playing Field or outside the Village Hall. Watch for posters 
and information nearer the date. Please join us from 9.30am and 
as usual refreshments will be provided. 
Kate 810287 and Sue 860374 for details. 
Continuing update  
The large willow stumps and roots have now been dragged out of 
the ground and soon we will move to the next stage of burying 
them, re-spreading the topsoil and levelling the site. 
 

 

BRENTOR COMMONS  
What a surprise. As we were driving 

across the common we saw a white 

rabbit with black markings looking very 

much like an “Old English” breed. It 

was there a few days later, taking cover 

in the bramble patch as we approached 

it. How long it will last against the 

buzzards and foxes will be interesting to see. Here’s hoping 

it will become an established feature for a while. When we 

first moved here we often saw jet black wild rabbits, but not 

in recent years. 

When walking along the back path, I looked up to see a 

blackbird on the very top of the ash tree. It was extremely 

handsome with its glossy black feathers and bright yellow 

bill. It was still there when I finished my circuit twenty 

minutes later. As I watched it a great spotted woodpecker 

perched almost next to it. It was a contrast to see the 

woodpecker clinging to a vertical branch and the blackbird 

proudly perched as lord of all it surveyed. 

The honeysuckle is in full leaf well ahead of other trees and 

shrubs with just the bramble leaves also starting to appear. 

Next month should produce foliage of many more varieties. 

I looked for the frogspawn in Liddaton pond and was 

initially disappointed that it all seemed to have disappeared. 

On closer inspection I saw the surface of the water where it 

had been was a seething mass of tiny tadpoles crammed 

together in the same space that the frogspawn had been. As 

the month progresses they will spread over a much larger 

area. 

The moles are starting to be active and their molehills are 

springing up in various places. Other mammals seen 

included a herd of at least ten deer, the most I have seen, 

moving away from the common over Bawcombe farm 

fields. I was able to watch them for at least ten minutes. 

Barry Albrighton 860445 

 

 

 

FRIENDS OF THE FIELD ANNUAL REPORT 
The Friends of the Field scheme has been successfully running for 
more than twelve months and with subscribers contributions the 
bank balance is showing a healthy surplus of £1475. To date we 
have relied on voluntary manpower in order to keep the field in 
an acceptable state, however there is a lot of major work that is 
scheduled for this year and the Friends of the Field was devised to 
help fund this important undertaking so that the field can be 
maintained to a required standard for all to enjoy. To date none of 
the funds has been used. 
Currently there are twenty four participants who pay £5 per 
month by a bank standing order. At the monthly Coffee Morning a 
draw is made and three cash prizes of £10 are distributed. 
The Friends of the Field are always looking for new members; if 
you are interested in supporting this important Brentor village 
facility then please set up a regular payment..........simple!  
The bank details are as follows 
Bank           TSB                            Branch    Tavistock 
Sort Code   30-98-46                Account    30089760 
Ref:   Your Surname 
Sue  stephens214@btinternet.com  
Anne anne.clark13@btinternet.com  
Kate catherinekelly495@btinternet.com  
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Come and join us for a bug hunt and pond 
dip on Saturday 15th April in the Church 
Yard/pond area at Christ Church.  We will be 
starting at 2.30 pm and after about an hour 
or so will go for tea and cake in the village 

hall along with an Easter Egg hunt.   

Bug hunt free, donations appreciated for 
refreshments and Easter Eggs.  All very 
welcome.  Please ring Sally (810285) or Kate (810287) to 
give us rough ideas for numbers for tea.  

 
CHURCH SERVICES FOR APRIL IN BRENTOR 

April 2nd:     Holy Communion 9.45 am Christ Church 

April 9th:      Prayer and Praise for Palm Sunday 9.45 am  

                                                                                          Christ Church                                    

April 14th:  Good Friday Ascent, starts in the car park for St 

Michael’s at 2.00 pm.  Dramatised readings following the events 

of Holy Week during the climb up the Tor, followed by a quiet 

service in St Michael’s.  No morning service in Christ Church this 

day. 

April 15th:    Pond dip and bug hunt at Christ Church, followed by 

an Easter Egg hunt and tea in the village hall.  Starts at 2.30 pm in 

church yard/pond area. 

April 16th:       Easter Sunday Service of Holy Communion in Christ 

Church at 9.45 am.  Then in the evening at 6.00 pm, there will be a 

Holy Communion service at St. Michael’s, to celebrate Easter and 

the start of the summer services there. 

April 23rd:       Family/All age Service 9.45 am Christ Church 

                          Evensong St Michael’s 6.00 pm 

April 30th:       Morning Service 9.45 am Christ Church 

                          Evensong 6.00 pm St Michael’s. 

 Kate Kelly, Churchwarden - kate@brentorchurch.org.uk                                             

 

MARY TAVY AND BRENTOR COMMUNITY PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

We are coming to the end of a very hectic term and once again, 

we have been very busy. Our Cross Country Club runners have 

taken part in several events in the Tavistock area and I am always 

so impressed at how determined the children are to complete 

their run and how well they support each other. We are also 

sending teams to other sporting events such as a swimming gala, 

handball festival and football and tag rugby tournaments. Our 

youngest children go out every week into the local area and Ms 

Law works hard to encourage to look and learn about the 

environment and local community such as the Post Office and 

Stores whose staff have been brilliant with our young children. 

We are getting closer to our £1,500 target to enable the school to 

fund a Guide Dog for the Blind puppy. We held a Pancake 

Breakfast and raised £129.50 and later the same day members of 

our Singing Club performed with the Tamar Valley Male Voice 

Choir at Coronation Hall. The children sang beautifully, led as 

always by Mrs Carowicz who inspires the children with their 

singing. The evening raised the fantastic total of £521. 60 (£85.50 

raffle and £436.10 ticket sales). Our total now stands at an 

incredible £1040.33! Thank you to everyone who has supported 

our appeal in any way and to Mr Pearce, our Chair of Governors, 

who worked so hard to organise the event with Mrs Carowicz and 

the Choir. 

Thank you to everyone who voted for our school in the Tesco Bags 

for Life scheme. We are delighted that we were awarded a grant 

for £8,000 and we look forward to the waterless toilet being 

installed at our field which will enable us to use the field to its full 

potential. 

Have a wonderful Easter,              Nicky Pratten       Headteacher 

 
 
Summer Bead Hunt  

I am a glass artist specialising in making 
glass beads by hand. I live and work in Mary 
Tavy and have lived in Mary Tavy and 
Brentor for over 40 years.  I have been 
working with hot glass for 11 years and sell 
my beads internationally under the studio 
name of Meagan Lily Lampwork.  

During the summer months from April until September I am 
running a bead hunt for the second year.  At the beginning of 
each month, starting on April 1st I will place a different focal 
bead somewhere within the village. It will be an outdoor 
location and I will try not to make it too hard. I will photograph 
the bead in situ and post the image at various locations 
throughout the village at the end of the previous month. 

If you recognise the location and find the bead it is yours to 
keep and enjoy.  There is no entry fee to join the hunt, it is free 
to all.  Happy bead hunting!               Joy Porteous 

 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 
 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 
AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 
Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494          Mobile 0778 2345395 
john_campbellburrows@icloud.com  

Competitive Rates 

 

  

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

 Home  01822 810 795        Mobile  07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman              Call for a Free Quote 

nitaandmike@hotmail.com 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 

mailto:kate@brentorchurch.org.uk
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Tavistock Wheelers, the local bike club is staging 2 races on the Brentor circuit this year. The circuit, which is a 5 mile 
triangle of 3 roads with junctions at Iron Railings, Pitland Corner, and the Church Car Park. The Headquarters for both 
races will be Chicks. The first race will be April 16th, Easter Sunday, and the 2nd on Sunday May 28th. By the use of Chicks 
as a HQ, it is hoped that there will be minimal effect on parking in the Village. All the riders are reminded to park 
considerately. The race will be completed by 12.30, at the latest 

The emphasis with these races is on the safety of the riders and other road users, whilst minimising disruption to local residents and visitors to 
the area. The races use Accredited Marshalls to control traffic at the junctions and reduce hold ups to a minimum The race convoy also has 
Cars and NEG (motor bike) riders to ensure riders keep to the rules of racing and maintain the safety of all those concerned 

Why not come and see what it is all about? It is a spectacle, and it’s free! 

Any enquiries Geoff Whitlow 811046  

  

Diary Dates 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

Every Tuesday 7.00pm – Yoga with Jane Osborne  832897 

 April 2017 

Sat 1st 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning  Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Mon 3rd 6.00pm Kettlebell exercise class – 1st one! Patrick Curran 810200 

Sat 8th 9.30am Playing Field/Village Hall working party Sue Stephens 860374 

           Sat 15th 2.30pm Pond dip & bug hunt then Easter Egg hunt & tea 
– starts at church yard/pond area 

Kate Kelly 

Sally Pancheri 

810287 

810285 

Thurs 20th 7.30pm  Garden Club: “Behind the Scenes at Chelsea” a 
talk by Rupert Baker 

Heather Webster 810004 

Fri 28th 7.30pm Brentor Quiz Night Helen de Carles 810412 

Sat 29th 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning (instead of May)  Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

May 2017 

Sat 

Sun 

6th 

7th 

7.00pm 

3.00pm 

Toil & Trouble 

              presented by Brentor Film Productions 
Dom Carnell 810425 

Thurs 18th 7.30pm Garden Club: “Patagonia, Land of Violas and 
Volcanoes” a talk by Chris Groves 

Heather Webster 810004 

For Village Hall Bookings, check availability on the website calendar www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

then contact Helen de Carles 810412    

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
The unsavoury subject of dog poo has been raised at the Parish Council and Village Hall Committees.                          
Please, please, please, even if you let your dogs loose to run around the lanes, watch where they poo and COLLECT. 
Children would like to enjoy kicking the leaves without coming home plastered in poo.The Parish Council has agreed to 
purchase a poo bin which will be situated within the playing field, hoping to encourage owners to pick up. And for a year will 
finance the monthly collections. The Village Hall will then take over this cost                                     Sheryl Burroughs 
870554 
 

 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net. A small donation to the Brentor Community 
Trust would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name and phone 
number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  

Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:    Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com      John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net        

                               Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net    Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk            

 

Final Copy Date for the May edition 

Monday 24th April to Mike Whitfield mikewhit@btinternet.com and 810209 
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