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A message from Devon Communities Together,  
 
We will soon be thinking about our winter programme of support for community led 
planning projects, commonly known as parish plans.  
 
Parish plans give communities the opportunity to think about and plan how they will 
develop socially, economically and environmentally. Though no longer eligible for 
government funding, parish plans continue to be popular and a ‘turn-key’ to many 
community projects, developments and resources. 
Devon Communities Together has continued to support communities wishing to 
develop a plan as we see such activity as essential to successful rural development in 
its broadest sense, community wellbeing and sustainability. A parish plan is often the 
starting point for local initiatives as well as a way of improving the support and 
services provided by external organisations. 
We believe that the flexibility of the process and the exercise of local control of the 
methods of achieving a plan, provide the best environment for people to come 
together to consider the future of their communities. 
  
Though any group of residents can start a parish plan, it is usually the parish council 
that takes the initiative and gets the process underway. However, we expect the 
community at large to get involved; the task shouldn’t fall on the shoulders of parish 
councillors alone. 
  
How we can help: 
Outlining the benefits and processes to either parish councils or community 
gatherings. 
Providing guidance on how to develop a plan, including a ‘toolkit’, supporting 
materials and examples of parish plans. 
Supporting the initial stages of getting a plan underway and providing ongoing 
advice and guidance. 
  
Helping the review  and updating of existing plans. A plan should be continuously 
monitored and refreshed about every five years. 
  
Help to get ‘stuck’ plans moving. 
  
Guidance on implementation techniques to help your community get full value from 
its efforts. 
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If you would like to discuss any aspects of our community led planning service, 
please contact: 
  
Martin Rich 
Community Projects Advisor 
martin@devoncommunities.org.uk 
 

  
  
 

  
 telephone 01392 248919 
  
Ext 7141 
  
Mobile 07984 001542 
www.devoncommunities.org.uk 

  

  

  
Join us for this year’s Rural Futures 
conference. Book your space here.   
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