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Cantabile Concert! 
 Brentor Village Hall 

Saturday 9th December 2017 7.30pm 
 
Cantabile is a fantastic acapella choir of lovely, local 
ladies. We meet weekly in Bridestowe under the 
flawless direction of Pippa MacDougall. 
 
This concert, full of Christmas Cheer, is being held in aid 
of CLEAR a local charity offering therapy to abused 
children. 
CLEAR is one of the few charities in the SouthWest who 
help children affected by domestic violence, sexual 
abuse and psychological abuse.  
 
They use music therapy, art therapy, drama therapy, 
dance therapy, play therapy, equine therapy- all 
offering children a chance to express, explore and 
share their unimaginable experiences. 
 
Please come along to a wonderful evening of music, 
mulled wine and mince pies. 
Tickets: £5 adults. Free entry for children (under 12’s) 
Please contact Alice on 01822 811059 
 

Compassionate 
Neighbours wins “Big 

Lottery” grant 
 
The recently launched Brentor & 
Moor Compassionate Neighbours 
scheme is very pleased to 

announce that it has just been selected to receive a 
grant of £10,000 from The Big Lottery Fund to support 
the establishment phase of the project, which serves 
the rural area just north of Tavistock- and further afield 
(including Tavistock) depending on capacity.  
 
The scheme- which is the first of its kind in Devon and 
Cornwall- works closely with St Luke’s Hospice, 
Tavistock Area Support Services, and the statutory 
health sector, as part of an integrated approach to the 
support of individuals who are either living with a 
serious long-term condition, suffering from a life-
limiting illness, or approaching the end of life. The 

service is completely free, is rune entirely by 
volunteers, and receives no funding from the public 
purse. It’s aim is to help this vulnerable group of people 
to remain in their own homes, with trained volunteers 
offering company and support, as well as reporting any 
concerns or changes in the individual’s condition or 
needs. If the right care can continue to be delivered in 
the community, unnecessary hospital admissions can 
be avoided towards the end of life, enabling these 
individuals to maximise their quality of life and spend 
this precious time in their own home. 
 
“The award of this grant is wonderful news”, says Mark 
Alderson, the project’s co-ordinator. “This will ensure 
that the scheme can now get onto a secure footing for 
the year ahead, allowing our volunteers to support this 
very vulnerable section of our community”.  
 
The next Compassionate Neighbours volunteer training 
is due to take place in March. For an informal chat, 
anyone interested is asked to contact the co-ordinator 
on 01822 860799. More information can be found on 
the website, www.bmcneighbours.org 
Mark Alderson bmcneighbours@gmail.com  
 http://www.bmcneighbours.org 

 

 

ITALIAN NIGHT 

7.00 pm Friday 19TH January 2018 
£5 per person 

 

Please get out your cookery books for 
inspiration and bring along your 

contributions of anti pasti, pasta dishes or 
tiramusu  

 (Please bring your own drink) 

Proceeds to be split between 
village hall and Mary 

Budding trust.  

Contact:  Sheryl 870554     Sue 860374 

https://obesity-a-huge-concern.wikispaces.com/The+Internationalists
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.bmcneighbours.org/
mailto:bmcneighbours@gmail.com
http://www.bmcneighbours.org/


Beautiful Brentor Calendar 2018 
 

Making an 
ideal gift to 
yourself or 
friends and 
family, the 
calendar is 
available to 
purchase for 
£5 at the 
Mistletoe 
Fair on 2nd 
December. 
 
It can be sent 
by post as a 
large letter 
only  £1.22. 
 

All funds raised go to Village Hall & Playing Fields and 
Brentor Community Trust. 
 
If you can't make it to the Fair, and would like to buy 
one, contact Sarah or Helen. 
Helen 810412 helendecarles@gmail.com, Sarah 
860165 liddaton@me.com 

 

 

Brentor Mistletoe Fair  
Saturday 2nd December 10 am to 
3 pm in the Village Hall 
 
A wealth of craft stalls,  good 
homemade food and all things 
festive, there is something for 
everyone. 
 
At 11.00 the Mary Tavy and Brentor School Singers are 
coming to entertain us. Father Christmas should be 
visiting, if he can fit us into his busy schedule.  
All this washed down with a glass of our favourite 
Gluhwein! 
 
Wonderful food available all day including mince pies, 
gluten free flapjacks, hot meals, ploughman's lunches 
and afternoon cakes.  
 
Don't forget the amazing prize draw with the first prize 
a hamper full of locally sourced produce. 
 
All funds raised go to the Village Hall and Playing fields 
Helen 810412 helendecarles@gmail.com, Sarah 
860165 liddaton@me.com 

 

Brentor Commons Association chosen as 
a ‘Local Good Cause’! 
This is the great news that will make a huge difference 
to how we manage the land in the coming years.... 
Brentor Commons Association has been chosen as a 
‘Local Good Cause’ for the next 12 months by the Co-
op. Members can choose a local good cause ,the Co-op 
will put this money into the Local Good  Causes fund, 
and if locals choose the Brentor Commons Association 
we will receive 1% from any monies spent by members.  
 
The Commons Association manages 42 acres of 
Common Land which has open access for all members 
of the community, we are a registered charity and do 
NOT receive any public funds.  
You may have read in the Brentor News, Tavistock 
Times, Evening Herald, Western Morning News 
recently about the damage that has been done to the 
commons in recent weeks. You will also have read 
Barry Albrighton’s regular pieces about the amazing 
variety of wildlife on the two Commons. The 
Association has limited resources and no guaranteed 
sources of public funding so depend upon very limited 
income from members and "Wayleave"  
 
Co-op Members can log on and choose us if they feel 
we are the cause they want to support; non-members 
can become a Co-op member at the local Co-op. 
Members are also eligible for certain discounts  
 
So please help us to maintain the Commons for the use 
of all people by using your Co-op card or joining. 
If you want more information about the Commons, the 
Local Causes scheme and how it works contact ...  

Will Walker -Smith 01822 860165 
 

 

mailto:helendecarles@gmail.com
mailto:liddaton@me.com
mailto:helendecarles@gmail.com
mailto:liddaton@me.com


BRENTOR COMMONS IN DECEMBER 
In many areas of the common small groups of silver 
birch trees have been planted or established 
themselves naturally. The intricate filigree of their fine 
upper branches when seen against a bright sunny 
background has the quality of fine lace. Their silver 
trunks add further interest for our eyes when 
contrasted to the glorious gold of the autumnal oaks 
whose bronze and copper colours remind me of the 
brass ornaments around a blazing log fire. 
We were surprised to see what almost looked like a 
large plastic bag in a distant tree, which on inspection 
through binoculars, turned out to be a very pale 
buzzard. The colour palette of buzzards varies from 
chocolate brown to almost cream. We all see them on 
the telegraph poles as we drive around. It is well worth 
giving them a second glance to appreciate the variety 
that is in the local area. 
Our winter thrushes have well and truly arrived even 
though the berries of hawthorn and holly that they 
consume are rather sparse this year. Look out for the 
ragged flocks of redwings, slightly smaller than 
blackbirds, as they dash from bush to bush in their 
slightly chaotic way uttering quiet seep seep calls. In 
contrast the larger fieldfares seem to like the tops of 
trees and fly between them with a characteristic harsh 
tchack tchack.. 
The only song we are likely to hear is the robin that will 
defend its territory throughout the year. They are very 
obliging and will usually sing their beautiful if rather 
mournful song from a conspicuous perch on top of a 
bush post or building. 

Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 
 

Next Coffee Morning 
Saturday 6th January 

10.30-12 
Start the New Year with ‘healthy’ bacon rolls! 

Save your unwanted/unloved Christmas presents for 
our sale table. 

Our annual fun fundraising event. 
Happy Christmas from all in the kitchen and thank you 

for supporting us during 2017. 
Thank you                         Sheryl 870554 

 
 

 

Parish Council Grants To Local 
Organisations      
As in previous years, the Parish Council will consider 
including a sum within its budget for supporting local 
organisations. 
 
If your organisation is thinking of asking the Parish 
Council for a grant then please contact the Parish Clerk 
by the 15

th
 January 2018 with the following 

information: - Purpose for which a grant is required - 
Budgeted income and expenditure for the current 
financial year - Report on the use of any previous Parish 
Council grant.  
 
Parish Clerk :  Mrs Caroline Oxenham , 1 Abbotsfield 
Crescent, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8EY 
Tel: 01822 481415 or 07846 573678 (Mon to Fri) 
email: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 
 

John Burrows Boiler Services 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing & Breakdown Repair of 

All types of Domestic oil fired Appliances 
 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888 
Contact John on: 

Home 01822 810494     Mobile 0778 234 5395 

john-campbellburrows@icloud.com 

 
Brentor  Friends  Of  The  Field 

 
Draw Winners for November, 2017 

Raffle drawn during the Coffee Morning held on the 
first Saturday each month 

Number 21 - Glenys & Barry Mason 
Number 15 Elaine & Alan Henbest 
Number – 25 Irene & Karl Cradick 

Wins £10 prize 
All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 
improvement of the Village Playing Field. 
If you would like to support your playing field you can 
join the Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly 
flutter’ and perchance see your name on the winner’s 
list. 
For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of the following 
members of the Village Hall and Playing Field 
committee. 
 Sue Stephens 860 374 
(stephens214@btinternet.com) 
 Anne Clark 810 035     
(anne.clark13@btinternet.com) 
 Kate Kelly 810 287       
(catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

mailto:brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:john-campbellburrows@icloud.com
mailto:stephens214@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.clark13@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinekelly495@btinternet.com


Carolling around the village 

Do you enjoy a good carol? Would you like to hear a 
carol? 

We are organising carolling around the village to start 
off the Christmas weekend, meeting at 6pm in 
Christchurch on Friday 22ndDecember. Quality of 
singing is not required! There will be mulled wine and 
mince pies afterwards. 

So please join us if you can – everyone is welcome! 
Can’t join us? Let us know your favourite carol and we 
will come and sing to you! 

David Harris david@brentorchurch.org.uk 

 

Nativity Service 

Come and join us for a Nativity Service on Christmas 
Eve, Sunday 24th December. This will be a cheerful, 
family friendly service that tells the Christmas story in a 
relaxed and enjoyable way with your favourite carols. 
To round off this fun, relaxed and not too long service, 
Christmas cake, tea and coffee will be served 
afterwards!  

Any questions? Let us know 

David Harris david@brentorchurch.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  John Wheeler 

 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
  
December 3

rd
        9.45 am    Holy Communion       Christ Church 

December 10th      9.45 am    Prayer and Praise       Christ Church 
December 13th      2.00 pm    Christingle Service     Christ Church  (Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School) 
December 17th      9.45 am    Holy Communion       Christ Church 
December 17

th
      2.45 pm    Carol Concert              St Michael’s   (with Crossfield singers, plus mince pies & mulled 

wine) 
December 24

th
       9.45 am    Nativity Service           Christ Church (informal, all age service with lots of carols for all to 

sing) 
December 24

th
      11.00 pm  Midnight Mass            Christ Church 

December 31
st

       9.45 am    Morning Prayer           Christ Church 
             

We look forward to welcoming you to any of the above services,  
refreshments after the morning services in Christ Church. 

 
Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School 
News from the school 
It has been very busy at Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School. A successful Macmillan Coffee Morning raised over 
£300.  Nathan Gedye-Jones raised an amazing £3300 for Mustard Tree Cancer Support Group with his blind challenge. 
The children presented work and hymns at the Harvest Festival and collected many bags of food which were donated 
to the Tavistock Food Bank. 
 
There have been lots of sporting events this term; a football tournament at Gulworthy; a Tag Rugby event for year 3 
and 4; multiskills events for year 2 and year 3; a cross-country race at Castle Drogo for Key Stage 2 children. A group of 
year 5 and 6s also earned their Bikeability Awards, level 1 and level 2, despite some horrible weather.  

mailto:david@brentorchurch.org.uk
mailto:david@brentorchurch.org.uk


 
The PTFA ran a very successful Halloween Disco, with the help of Mr and Mrs Hill.  The cake raffle has been 
particularly popular this term and some delicious cakes have been won. The PTFA has also started regular parent 
coffee mornings and the first coffee morning took place with coffee, cake and chat on Wednesday 1st November. 
 
On Friday 10

th
 November the school took handmade poppies on crosses to the War Memorial for a short service of 

Remembrance.  We were joined by Reader Sally who talked about the symbolism of the poppy in remembrance and 
two year 6s read prayers that they had written.  It was also lovely to see lots of children at the War Memorial on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
 
I have also been showing lots of prospective parents around our lovely school, as parents of children born between 
September 2013 and August 2014 chose where they would like their child to go to school next year.  All parents of 
children who will be 5 in the next academic year need to apply for a school place through Devon County Council’s 
online form.  If your child is due to start school in September 2018, please feel free to contact the school if you would 
like to look around or you have any questions. The online application process opens 15th November 2017 and closes 
15th January 2018.   
 
Mrs Barbara Earnshaw   Headteacher 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Village Hall Bookings via Helen de Carles  810412   -  see www.brentorvillage.org for further details  

 

December 

Sat 2
nd

  10am - 3pm Brentor Mistletoe Fair Helen de Carles 

Sarah Walker-Smith 

810412 

860165 

Sat 9
th

  7.30pm Cantabile Concert Alice 811059 

Fri 22
nd

  6pm Carol Singing around Brentor, start 
Christ Church 

David Harris 

                          david@brentorchurch.org.uk 

Sun 24th  9.45am  Nativity Service, Christ Church David Harris As above 

January 

Sat 6th 10.30am -
12pm 

Coffee Morning Sheryl 870554 

Mon 15th   Deadline for Parish Council Grant 
applications 

Caroline Oxenham 481415 

Mon 15
th

   Deadline for Primary School enrolment Barbara Earnshaw 810384 

February 

Sat 10th  8pm Duo Villanesca John Wheeler 810083 

At Brentor Village Hall unless stated otherwise 

 



 
Brentor News key facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net . A small donation to the BCT would be 
appreciated. 
Comments on the website edition, and contributions for the website, should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com 
 Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone 
number and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Editorial team: 

Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk  Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net 
Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com  John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net 

Mike Harris mikeinbrentor@gmail.com 

 

NOTE EARLY FINAL COPY DATE for next edition 

Wednesday 15
th

 December 

John Wheeler – 810083   ajw@brentor.net 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a Happy 

Christmas 

and 

 a peaceful and fulfilling 

New Year 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 See in the New Year at Brentor Village Hall! 
8.00 pm onwards 

 

Everyone is welcome to come along with friends and family 

to see in 2018. 

Just bring along your own drinks, party streamers and food based 

on ‘something made with your leftover turkey’ 

(or if you don’t have any turkey just use your imagination!!) 
 

We’ll provide the warm, friendly atmosphere 

and set up the skittle alley 
 

Telephone Sheryl for more information on 870554 
 

mailto:ajw@brentor.net
mailto:colinvdawes@btinternet.com
mailto:joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:croakytoad@ukgateway.net
mailto:mikewhit@btinternet.com
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