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Missing the VIA ??  Well….. 

 

'Duo 

Villanesca' 

Guitar and 

Flute 

 
Brentor Village Hall - Saturday Feb 10th, 8.00pm 

- duovillanesca.wordpress.com -  

Peter Joe (PJ) Bennett and Ana Estefania 

Rodriguez Morán are returning to Brentor and will be 

playing solos and duets from the classical and 

contemporary repertoire for guitar & flute.  

PJ grew up in Brentor and started learning the guitar at 

the age of seven with Barry Albrighton. He took a 

performance degree at Trinity Laban Conservatoire 

and now plays the guitar professionally in a number of 

styles. 

Ana Estafania Rodriguez also studied at Trinity Laban 

and is a highly accomplished flautist, performing both 

as a soloist and with various orchestras in London and 

Madrid.   

Ana and PJ play together as Duo Villanesca - we are 

looking forward to an enthralling evening! 

Tickets £8 - 01822 810083 

Bar - wine & soft drinks on sale.   Doors open 7.30pm, 

performance 8.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 
Tickets will shortly be on sale for the 2018 vintage of the 
famous Brentor Wine Evening, that important early event 
in the calendar. 

This year in addition to our usual mix of tastings and not-
very-serious competitions, we are delighted to welcome a 
local winery, Alder Vineyard (aldervineyard.uk), who will 
be presenting three of their own English wines. 

We will also be tasting some interesting reds and….did 
someone mention the word “cocktail”….?? 

Water and biscuits will be on the tables – please bring 
anything more substantial if needed. Don’t bring wine…. 

As usual. Places will be limited: tickets are £8 and will be on 
sale from Monday Feb 5th: call Helen de Carles on 810412 

                                                                                  John Wheeler 

Brentor Photographic Exhibition 
Following this year’s wonderful Brentor Calendar, we are 

planning to hold an exhibition of photographs of the 

churches of Brentor on Saturday and Sunday 7th and 8th 

April. The exhibition is open to all, there will be 

refreshments on sale, and all profits from the sale of prints 

will be split between Derriford Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

and Brentor Church. We know that there are lots of 

professional photographers potentially interested but we 

would like to include as many local works as possible. 

Subjects can include St Michael’s or Christ Church, and 

should be presented as an A4 or larger print; we will be 

providing exhibition boards, unless you want to supply a 

framed picture. 

If you would like your work to feature, please be aware that 

you will need to supply us with a mounted A4 print. More 

details will follow next month, but in the meantime get the 

cameras out! Any queries to: 

Helen Harris 01822 810845/stablelights@btinternet.com 

Coffee Morning 

Village Hall Saturday 3rd February  

10.30 – 12 

Freshly brewed coffee, homemade cakes and crispy bacon 

rolls, what more could you want?! 

Meet up with friends and neighbours. 

Still running our ‘unwanted/unloved pressie table, donations 

please. Come and buy homemade jams etc. 

Fundraising Raffle.                                          Sheryl 870554 

Brentor Wine Evening 
Friday 23rd February 2018 

8.00pm – Brentor Village Hall 

 

mailto:stablelights@btinternet.com


Brentorians 2018…… 

           
The Brentorians 2018 production will be Ray Cooney’s hugely 
successful farce “Tom, Dick and Harry”, produced at London’s 
Duke of York’s theatre in 2005 – and now in full rehearsal – see 
above! 

Tom and his wife are adopting a baby. It’s the 
happiest day of their lives – or it would have been if 
Tom’s brothers, Dick and Harry, hadn’t decided to 
help….. 
The result of Dick and Harry’s ‘assistance’ produces 
two illegal immigrants, a dead body and a van load 
of contraband cigarettes.  
With the arrival of the Supervisor from the Adoption 
Agency and the local Police Constable Tom’s 
ingenuity is stretched to the limit. But things couldn’t 
get worse, could they? Oh, yes they could! 
The ever-helpful plans of Dick and Harry continue to 
go haywire and, in addition to the immigrants, the 
cigarettes and the dead body, they further lumber 
Tom with a Russian Mafia Mobster and a reality TV 
programme.  
Then it starts to get complicated!! 

Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd & Sat 24th March, 7.30pm, Brentor 
Village Hall  Tickets £5.00 – Helen de Carles 810412 

 

Playing Field Survey 

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey. We had 

some interesting and varied responses that we will be 

discussing at our next committee meeting.  

We will keep you updated.                Clare Percival 810322 
  

Brentor Church Services for February 
Sunday 4th     9:45am      Holy Communion           Christ Church 
                        
Sunday 11th   9:45am      Pancake Prayer and Praise  Christ Church 
            (An informal service for all with pancakes afterwards) 
                       3.00pm      Dedication Service           St Michael’s 
         (With Bishop Nick to dedicate the new lights at St Michael’s) 
 
Sunday 18th   9:45am      Holy Communion           Christ Church 
                        
Sunday 25th   9:45am      All comers Service         Christ Church 
 
All are most welcome to any of these services. 
                                                                            Kate Kelly 810287 

  
The Brentorians need your help… 

 

The set for our next production T, D & H requires a robust, 

working twin casement window (approx. 3’0” 900mm x 

3’0” 900mm – or larger) as its focal point.  

Does anyone know of such a window which is no longer 

required but could be used in our play? 

 

Please contact: Judy Williams 810375 

or Christopher Pancheri 810285 

            

BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB  

Britain’s rarest animals” 

A talk by our very own Charlie Elder 

Thursday 15th February at 7.30 pm  

Brentor Village Hall 

Charlie will give us an insight to some of the rarest 

animals of the British Isles ranging from the scarce 

spiny seahorse to the Scottish wildcat. 

Non Club members are very welcome and pay £2 on 

the door. 

Under 18’s have free entry. Come and join us. 

                                                   Sue Stephens 860374 

 

BRENTOR COMMONS 
As the year turns around, signs of change are becoming 

apparent. The moles are starting to get busy with rich dark 

soil heaped up at several sites. While the blackthorn appears 

still resolutely lifeless, there are catkins on the hazel and 

birch with small buds on the oaks, ash and willow. 

The oak trees still retain their last few golden brown leaves, 

but the gales of the past weeks have stripped all other trees.  

This time of year shows how the oak tree becomes dominant 

if the woodland is not managed. Around the base of each 

tree is an area that gradually loses the variety of plants, such 

as brambles, growing there. As the young trees grow 

eventually there is an inviting, perhaps secretive, grassy 

clearing under each one. 

It was a surprise to see a party of fourteen well equipped and 

colourful hikers striding, with serious intent, along the bridle 

path and on down into the Lyd valley. This was rather a 

grim, January, Sunday morning with a strong Northwest 

wind… 

The south wind always brings wet weather, 

The North wind wet and cold together. 

The West wind always brings the rain, 

And the East wind blows it back again.     

                                                               Trad. 

Listen out for the distinctive sound of the great tit as it is 

very vocal at this time of year. It is a clear two note repeated 

tea-cher--- tea-cher. This is the usual call but it can be quite 

varied. Bird watchers will often say “if you are not sure 

what it is it’s a great tit.” 

I would like to encourage any walkers along the paths to 

bring secateurs to snip off the blackthorn suckers that will 

soon grow to be impassable bushes. Overhanging brambles 

and gorse can also be kept in check with regular pruning. 

We must have had some help from escaped sheep judging 

by the amount of wool at the path edges. 

                                                     Barry Albrighton 860445 

Playing Field Matters 
In response to popular request the small gate into the 
playing field has been repaired and re-opened and the 
hedge has been trimmed to improve the access. When 
using this exit please could we request that dog walkers do 
not ‘by pass’ the dog waste bin on the way out. 
In common with all the verges and gateways around 
Brentor at the moment the entrances are very muddy. No 
doubt this situation will improve when the rain stops. 
 Quite beyond our control I’m afraid! 

 Sue Stephens 860374 
for Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field committee  



 
Under the banner of Mary Tavy Live! our second show is an 

evening of traditional jazz, particularly Dave Brubeck, with THE 

NEIL MAYA QUARTET on Wednesday 28th February 2018. 

This is in the Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy at 7.30pm. Tickets are 

£8 (adults) £4 (child) available from Mary Tavy Post Office or call 

01822 810408. Bring your own drinks and nibbles. Tea and coffee 

will be available in the interval. 

The Neil Maya Quartet is one of the South West’s most exciting 

and talented bands, playing innovative reworkings of jazz 

standards as well as its own compositions. Their Brubeck project 

has won critical acclaim throughout the South West. The quartet’s 

music is crisp, colourful, sassy, smooth, atmospheric, intricate, 

cool, very imaginative and always highly entertaining! 

Their last visit to Mary Tavy was January 2017 when it was a sell 

out so book early to avoid disappointment!  

 

ITALIAN NIGHT 
The fundraising supper held at the hall on Friday 19th January was 

a brilliant evening. The hall was decorated with an Italian theme 

and bathed in sunshine (artificial!). A huge variety of dishes 

appeared by magic and a good time was had by all. 

Edwina and Robin, representing the Mary Budding Trust, gave a 

concise history of the charity which was well supported by 

donations. We will be presenting £120 to the Mary Budding Trust 

and £80 has been raised for Brentor Village Hall. 

It is hoped to make these fundraising suppers a fairly regular 

event. 

Come and support us next time.......you will enjoy yourself as well 

as benefitting a local good cause. 

Many thanks for the amazing food and company. 

Sue and Sheryl 

 

Mistletoe Fair               A quick update to say  

that the final total profit made at the 2017 

Mistletoe Fair was a magnificent………….   

Many thanks for all the support we received. 

Sue, Sarah, Glenys, Helen & Roz 

 

Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School 

We are making the most of our Sports Funding this term with lots 

of PE and sporting events within the curriculum.  Mr Wickett is 

working with each of the classes on invasion games and building 

up their flexibility and core strength. On Friday afternoons the 

whole school goes to Mount Kelly for swimming lessons.  The top 

group are able to use the 50m pool which will really help to build 

their stamina as well as their technique. 

Year 5 and Year 6 are working with a dance specialist called 

Jennie Dodd.  She has created a dance programme for them based 

on their topic of the Ancient Greeks. Speaking to some of the 

children after their first lesson, they pronounced the lesson to be 

“awesome” and “great fun”.  They will be working towards a 

performance for their parents at the end of term. 

This term has also seen the start of a KS1 Sports Club after school 

on Thursdays provided by OCRA.  They will be trying a whole 

range of activities and multiskills over the term. The club is already 

proving to be popular. 

A group of Year 6s took part in the first bouldering competition at 

Milton Abbot’s Climbing Barn.  They had great fun trying to solve 

the different routes to get to the top of their boulder.  

We also had a visit from our Guide Dog for the Blind puppy, 

Clover. Clover is a yellow Labrador and 5 ½ months old.  She lives 

with her puppy walker in Plymouth at the moment.  She visited 

each class and the children were able to ask questions about how 

she is trained and what she has to learn.  Then everyone was 

allowed a cuddle which both Clover and the children enjoyed 

immensely.                          Mrs Barbara Earnshaw Headteacher 
 

    
Tickets available at Mary Tavy PO & Stores, online at 

www.tavonians.org.uk or 08455 196592 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD 

Draw Winners for January, 2018 

Raffle drawn on the first Saturday each month 

Number 17 – Barbara Bird 

Number 14 – Roz – and Mike Whitfield 

     Number 8 – In Drayner  

Wins £10 prize 

All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 

improvement of the Village Playing Field. 

If you would like to support your playing field you can join the 

Friends of the Field (FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and perchance 

see your name on the winner’s list. 

For ‘FOF’ details please contact one of the following members of 

the Village Hall and Playing Field committee. 

Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com) 

Anne Clark 810035     (anne.clark13@btinternet.com) 

Kate Kelly 810287       (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair of 

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494  Mobile 0778 2345395 

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com Competitive Rates 

£1760! 

http://www.tavonians.org.uk/
mailto:stephens214@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.clark13@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinekelly495@btinternet.com


The Tavistock Group of the Devon Wildlife Trust is pleased to 

announce our first event in 2018. Bruce Taggart is giving an 

exciting talk on "Wildlife Gardening" - Wednesday 14th February - 

8pm - Parish Church Centre, Plymouth Road, Tavistock (next to 

the Bedford Hotel). We are a friendly group, and welcome 

everyone to our meetings. Suggested donation £3 (free 

refreshments). 

The Group has a volunteer oppurtunity for someone interested in 

promoting the Group via social media and the DWT website. 

For more information please contact Sue Boxall  01822 810447  

 sjboxall@hotmail.com 

The Devon Home Library Service 

The Devon Home Library Service is a free service provided by the 

Royal Voluntary Service (RVS) on behalf of Libraries Unlimited 

which is responsible for library service provision in Devon. Books 

are delivered by volunteers (all DBS checked) in a variety of 

formats for those who can no longer get to the library due to health, 

mobility or caring responsibilities. This service can be provided on 

a temporary or permanent basis and books are chosen to suit the 

reader, or can be ordered online by the reader at no charge. Books 

can also be kept longer than a normal loan period without incurring 

any fines for overdue books. 

The RVS is keen to expand its service coverage in and around 

Tavistock, including Brentor,  and if you, or someone you know 

would be interested in receiving books via the Home Library 

Service or in volunteering to deliver books you can contact:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the RVS on 01209 705159 (or email 

CornwallDevonHub@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk) 

Or  Tavistock Library (01822 612218) 

or find out more at www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk. 

 

Diary Dates 

All events in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

 February 2018 

Sat 3rd 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

Sat  10th 8.00pm Brentor Presents…Duo Villanesca - Guitar & Flute John Wheeler 810083 

Weds 14th 8.00pm DWT: ‘Wildlife Gardening’ Parish Rooms Tavistock Sue Boxall 810447 

Thurs  15th 7.30pm Garden Club: ‘Adventures on the trail of Britain’s 
rarest animals’ a talk by Charlie Elder 

Sue Stephens 860374 

Fri 23rd 7.30pm The Thrill of Love – Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy Tavonians   08455 196592 

Fri 23rd 8.00pm Brentor Wine Evening Helen de Carles 810412 

Wed 28th 7.30pm Neil Maya Quartet – Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy Margaret Ashton 810408 

March 2018 

Sat 3rd 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554 

       Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd & Sat 24th Brentorians Production Helen de Carles 810412 

For Village Hall Bookings contact Helen de Carles 810412   www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 

 

Final Copy Date for the March edition 

Thursday 22nd February to Mike Harris - mikeinbrentor@gmail.com 

Brentor News key facts 

Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside 
the parish and would like the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net. A small donation 
to the Brentor Community Trust would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to 
Mike Whitfield 810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author’s name 
and phone number and/or email address on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  

Any comments on the website should be sent to: colinvdawes@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:    Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com      John Wheeler 810083 ajw@brentor.net        

                            Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad@ukgateway.net    Joe Kuipers 810590 joekuipers@tiscali.co.uk   

                                Mike Harris    mikeinbrentor@gmail.com                             

   
Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? 

House Repairs? 

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping? 

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works? 

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!” 

Mike Burns 

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR 

 Home  01822 810 795  Mobile  07747 440 572 

Your Local Handyman               

Call for a Free Quote. 

Friendly professional service Guaranteed 
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