
Produced by The Brentor Community Trust

June 2018 - No. 463

- 1 - 

www.brentorvillage.org

BRENTOR 
NEWS

Brentor's Great Perambulation!
After over a year’s planning and organising the parish finally beat 
its bounds on Rogation Sunday, 6th May. The event was formally 
commenced with a brief inaugural speech and blessing given by 
Rev Judith Blowey before the procession set off under day long 
cloudless blue skies in the wake of ceremonial flag bearers Lilly 
and Maddy Carnell.

Brentor's current boundary measures some 12.5 miles (20km) in 
circumference, much of which dates from Saxon times.  First stop 
of the day was at the new boundstone marking the Mary Tavy 
boundary at Furzeleigh where some of the children of the parish 
were ceremonially ‘bumped’ on the stone. This ancient tradition 
was designed to literally knock the knowledge of the boundary into 
the memory of the youngsters concerned and no doubt proved to 
be highly effective! As the day progressed a total of five surviving 
ancient boundstones and ten millennial ones were visited and more 
bumpings ensued, including those of more senior ‘youngsters’, the 
organisers themselves!

The adjoining boundaries of Mary Tavy, Lamerton and Milton 
Abbot were beaten during the morning across a mixture of private 
farmland and minor public roads. Access to Heathfield Plantation 
provided parishioners the opportunity to visit the unusual triangular 
boundstone at The Beacon where the three parishes of Brentor, 
Milton Abbot and Lamerton meet. The Beacon is so named as 
a signal beacon used to stand there which, among other things, 
was used to warn of the arrival of the Spanish Armada in 1588. 
Parishioners were also able to view a series of reputedly Bronze 
Age burial mounds, or tumuli, in a field adjacent to The Beacon.

A lunch stop was held in the delightful and spacious gardens of The 
Homestead at West Liddaton courtesy of Will and Sarah Walker-
Smith. The gardens are set among the remains of an orchard 
and the blossom had just come out making our stay all the more 
enjoyable. We were extraordinarily fortunate to be blessed with 
one of the hottest May days on record and the trees afforded much 
welcome, cooling shade.

Suitably refreshed we pressed on in the afternoon to Lipscliffe Ford 
and thence beat the boundaries with Coryton and Lydford along the 
River Lyd, passing through Lydford Forest and ascending beside 
Whitelady Falls at the southern end of Lydford Gorge. A stop was 
held in the National Trust car park to avail ourselves of the facilities, 
the café doing a roaring trade in ice creams!
The final section of the perambulation followed the remaining 
border with Mary Tavy along the north-west side of Black Down and 
Gibbet Hill before returning to the village hall.

On arrival we were very thoughtfully greeted by yet more ice 
creams, these having been kept literally ‘on ice’ from another 

parish event last year. But the best was yet to come. 
Having collected our certificates of participation, printed on 
handmade rag paper no less, we ventured inside the hall 
to partake of a specially prepared ‘parish ale’. Traditionally 
this feast was held to help ensure the popularity of the 
event and certainly proved successful in the past. During 
Henry VIII's reign this had become an excuse for such 
great revelry that one cleric was caused to declare 'These 
solemne and accustomable processions and supplications 
be nowe growen into a right foule and detestable abuse'. 
Well, we managed to stop short of such excess but our 
magnificent medievally themed feast was enjoyed by 
approximately 100 people. A gastronomically glorious end 
to an immensely memorable day!

The parish council provided insurance cover and funding 
to help with the event’s expenses and, although everything 
was provided free of charge, due to our parishioners’ 
generosity we raised a whopping £400 net profit for the 
village hall fund!

A selection of photographs 
illustrating the day’s events is 
currently posted on the village 
website and it is hoped to 
hold a photographic exhibition 
later in the year in the village 
hall. If you have any suitable 
images that you would like to 
be considered for selection, 
please forward them to: 
Steve Mason at 
manavalins@gmail.com

William Harris (4 months) the youngest 
parishioner to be bumped.  

Photos: Steve Mason

Editorial Changes
We are very pleased to welcome Sue Fraser to the 
editorial team.    Sue joins at a time when Mike 
Whitfield, who has been part of the editorial team 
from the very first edition, is stepping down from 
regular editing - although he says he and Roz will be available as 
"back stops" if we need them. 
Joe Kuipers has been an editor since 2013 but has been unable to 
edit the paper recently - for health reasons.
We send very best wishes to Roz, Mike and to Joe.

John Wheeler 810083
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Coffee Morning
Saturday 2nd June 2018 
- 10.30-12noon
It will be hard to match last month, the busi-
est since we started. 20 packs of bacon (!), 

taking over £220. Thank you for your support. So come again 
and chat over the homemade cakes, freshly brewed coffee 
and bacon rolls. Home Produce table, bring and buy. Fund 
raising raffle.

Charity Meal Evening - 
with a Caribbean Theme
Saturday 23rd June 7pm.
Let your imagination go wild!
The BBQ will be lit. 
Menu suggestions: Jerk chicken, 
Rice and Peas, Goat Curry (could 
be chicken instead), Ackee and 
Saltfish, Pepperpot.......
If you have the odd palm tree or stuffed parrot that could 
decorate the hall, please get in touch.
Hopefully a representative from Help for Heroes will be 
present.
Come and support and enjoy an evening with friends and 
neighbours.

Brentor Summer 
Fayre 
Saturday 28th July 
12noon - 4.00pm
 

Competitions to enter: (bring 10-10.30 on the day)
Subjects: - Victoria Sponge (using 3 eggs)
               - Marmalade 
               - Flower arrangement in a cup/saucer
               - 5 veg on a small tray
               - Photography- “Village Life”
               - Garden on a paper plate for children
      (under 11 years of age)

Judging will be at 11am, results ready for 12 noon opening.
Craft Stalls in the marquees, Vegan Caravan, Downings BBQ, 
Summer Punch and Cider Stall, Local Beer. Cake stall (take 
home), but save yourselves for Cream Teas in the hall from 
2pm.

Tombola, Raffle with great prizes, Dressing Up box (children), 
Splat the Rat, Plant Stall, many more.
Come along, bring the family and enjoy an afternoon of varied 
entertainment. Buskers and singers!

Contact Clare 810322

Brentor Garden Club
“Medicine in the Garden”
Thursday 21 June, 7.30pm
Brentor Village Hall
We are very pleased to welcome Dr Francis 
Howard, a retired paediatrician and fellow 
of the Linnean Society, to talk to us on this fascinating subject.
Non-members are very welcome and pay £2 on the door.  
Come and join us

Tel: Heather Webster 01822 810004

Spring clean update
Our Village Hall Spring Clean held on 28th April
made a significant improvement to the hall and
outside area. We had an excellent response from local 
residents, seventeen of whom turned out to help on the 
morning. The weather was behaving itself and much 
weeding,strimming and sweeping was accomplished out-
side. The cooker and kitchen had a good spruce up and 
althoughthere is more work to be done we made a good 
start on getting ready for the summer. 

Refreshments are provided for the helpers so come and 
join us next time!      -  Many thanks, Sue 860374

MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY
Registered Charity No.1172838

    COME AND JOIN US!

Have you ever thought you might like to join a choir but 
haven’t quite got round to it?   This is your opportunity to 
find out what it is like.   Or just come and enjoy the day.

Mount Kelly Choral Society’s summer event on Saturday 
June 30th. will take the form of an invitation to any singers 
who would like to join us to "Come and Sing” from 10.30 
a.m. in Tavistock Town Hall to rehearse Opera choruses 
from works including La Traviata, Madam Butterfly and 
Carmen.

All singers are welcome to join us on the day for which the 
cost will be £10 a head to include music and tea/coffee. 
Enquiries to: music@mountkelly.com

The day will conclude with a CONCERT  at 4.00p.m. in the 
Town Hall.  Admission  will be free.  There will be a retiring 
collection for TASS. 

www.kellychoralsociety.com

COMPLAINTS REGARDING VILLAGE HALL USE
Following the very unpleasant way in which a complaint about noise was made to a band using the village hall this week, we have lost a 
valuable regular booking as well as much good will.  The band members concerned have assured me that it was not the complaint itself that 
has upset them, (they were prepared to adjust the volume ),  but the aggressive manner in which it was made. They felt they could not carry 
on knowing that someone could interrupt their practice in that way,  at any moment.
Could we therefore ask that any complaints/comments about the use of the hall should be made directly to a member of the village hall 
committee, and we will then word them appropriately and pass them on the relevant user.    Helen de Carles 810412
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BRENTOR COMMONS
What a year it has been for cow parsley. The roadside banks and 
hedges seem to be festooned with great swathes of white foliage, 
not only that but they are regularly enhanced by the bluebells, 
pink campions and buttercups giving the sensation of having been 
painted by Monet.

The whole of the common seems to have burst into life over the 
recent weeks. All of the trees are in full exuberant leaf with some 
such as the mountain ash and chestnut already in full bloom. The 
bluebells are again giving a wonderful display on Bowden and 
especially Liddaton.  The area in the far southwest corner being 
particularly fine.

At last the paths on the common are 
now dry and in places even becoming a 
little dusty, what a change from the past 
six months.  Along the back path there 
had been a hatching of speckled yellow 
moths, their behaviour was very much 
that of  butterflies. They were brightly 
coloured, settled with their wings open and were day flying. It 
took quite a bit of searching through our books to discover what 
species they were.

On checking the pond on Liddaton we found the tadpoles have 
come on very well. Many were already developing their hind legs 
and were very active creating quite a ripple across the surface. 
That surface was looking rather unusual as it was covered in 
willow fluff almost as if it had had a light dusting of snow.

We have been pleased this month to host a visit from the 
Tavistock branch of the Devon Wildlife Trust. Will Walker Smith 
and Mike Whitfield led a party of eleven members around both 
commons. The history, ecology and wildlife of the area was 
explained and Pete Glanville from Tavistock was on hand to help 
with identification of various bird and plant species.

We are hoping that some of our visitors will be coming back in 
the future to help with such jobs as coppicing and scrub clearance.
Would there be an interest in such a guided walk amongst the 
local community. Please get in touch by phone, email or at coffee 
morning.

Barry Albrighton 860445Forthcoming Church Services
Sunday 3rd June
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00 Evening Prayer  St.Michael's

Sunday 10th June
 -  9:45am Prayer & Praise  Christ Church
 - 6.00 Evensong   St.Michael's

Sunday 17th June
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 5.00pm Fathers' Day Evening Prayer 
     and BBQ: all fathers, mothers 
         and others  invited!  St. Michael's
Sunday 24th June
 - 10:00am, Baptism and Confirmation 
 with Bishop Martin at St Eustachius’, Tavistock
 - 6:00pm, Evensong  St Michael’s
Sunday 1st July
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00 Evening Prayer  St.Michael's

All are most welcome to all our services
David Harris - 810845 david@brentorchurch.org.uk 

CAN YOU HELP?

Brentor Commons Association 
requires applicants for the roles of Honorary 
Secretary and Honorary Treasurer. The 
Association is a small charity which owns 
and manages two areas of Common Land: 
Bowden and Liddaton Downs, both with very 
high wildlife value - as witnessed by Barry's 
regular and lyrical articles.

Neither of these jobs is onerous but both are important to the 
functioning of the Association.
There will be a handover period and support for anyone who 
volunteers. 
Please do not be shy in coming forward!
Will Walker-Smith 01822 860165 or email liddaton@me.com

Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School
News from the school
I can’t believe it is already the final term 
of my first year at Mary Tavy and Brentor 
Primary School! In fact, by the time you 
read this it will be the final half-term.

This week the Year 6s have had their end of 
Key Stage Statutory Assessments. (SATS) 
They have worked hard and really tried 
their best so we wish them well with the 
results which will be out in July. 

To take their minds of the tests, the children have been thinking 
about the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, 
due to take place tomorrow as I write this.  Year 5 and 6 made a 
lovely display with a life-size bride and groom and festive bunting.  
They also did some research on the couple’s families and created 
a family tree of information.  In Class 2 the children thought 
about the outfits and cake and created designs they thought the 
Prince and his bride might like. Class 1 made wedding cards with 
messages inside for Prince Harry and Meghan. We wish them a 
long and happy life together.

On Friday 27th April Year 1 and Year 2 went to Blackdown 
Nursing Home to visit the residents.  They played games, made 
puzzles, drew pictures and generally had a lovely time with 
the residents. Next month the Singing Club will be visiting the 
residents to sing some songs for them. Apparently their favourite 
songs are by Elvis!

Mrs Barbara Earnshaw - Headteacher - 810384

BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners May 2018:
Nos.   10: Helen de Carles & Robin Burdfield
 27: Caro Woods
 5: Kate and Robert Kelly 
Anne Clark 810035  (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.
June
Sat 2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Thu 21st 7.30pm Garden Club talk "Medicine in your Garden" Heather Webster 810004
Fri 22nd   - Final copy date for July Brentor News!                   Mike Harris  mikeinbrentor@gmail.com
Sat 23rd 7.00pm Carribean Evening Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Fri 29th 7.00pm Archive Film Evening - SWFTS - VIA John Wheeler   810083
Sat 30th 10.30am "Come and Sing" - Kelly College @ Tavistock Town Hall music@mountkelly.com

July
Sat 7th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs   870554
Sat 28th 12.00noon Brentor Summer Fayre Clare Percival   810322
 
Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request.
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FINAL COPY DATE - for the July edition:
Friday 22nd June - to Mike Harris: mikeinbrentor@gmail.com

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust 
would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Jane Phelpstead 810635    croakytoad@ukgateway.net  Sue Fraser 811097  swhitfraser@gmail.com
  Mike Harris  mikeinbrentor@gmail.com  John Wheeler 810083      ajw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494     Mobile 0778 2345395

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates

The Unearth Project  
-  Archive Film Evening
You are invited to an Archive Film 
Evening to be held in the Brentor 
Village Hall on Friday June 29th at 7.00pm. Historic footage 
selected from the vaults of the South West Film and TV Archive 
(SWFTA) will provide illuminating insights from the past into 
life in Brentor and its environs.
 
This is the first Brentor event in the Unearth Project - a 
community exploration in eight Devon villages of local history 
through stories, music, images and happenings. Unearth is being 
organised by Villages in Action, and is supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.

Brentor’s contribution to this exciting rural heritage project will 
culminate later this year in a multi-media performance sharing 
the stories of Brentor's rich past. A team from Villages in Action 
including a playwright, two actors, a sculptor, a digital artist and 
a folk musician will join forces to tell the stories of the history 
of the parish and its community, as researched by the Brentor 
Living Archive group.   If you want to be involved in this 
initiative please contact us for further details.

Tickets £3 - light refreshments provided.  
Mike Whitfield & John Wheeler - 810209 / 810083


