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200th ISSUE OF THE 
BRENTOR NEWS 

une sees the 200th edition of the Brentor 
News. To celebrate this occasion the 
Brentor Community Centre are propos

ing to hold an exhibition in the Village Hall. The 
aim of the exhibition would be to include all of the 
groups who regularly contribute to the Brentor 
News. The BCC is holding a meeting on the 22nd 
April at 8pm to formulate a framework for the ex
hibition. All contributing groups are welcome. 
More details from Richard Blower (artiste) or Jane 
Osborne (little woman). 

COPY FOR 
BRENTOR 

NEWS 
We are grateful for all short 
articles and letters relevant 
to Brentor. It would be 
helpful if they could be 
submitted on bug-free disks 
where possible. 

MARY TAVY 
DRAMA GROUP 
'Nude with Violin' 

Mary Tavy Drama Group are putting on 
their latest production in Mar^ Tavy Coro
nation Hall. Performances are on 18th, 
19th & 20th April at 7.30pm. Tickets 
available from Mary Tavy Post Office; 
810422 and Farley's Menswear; 613559. 

Spring comes to 
Brentor 

PARISH DRAW 

FIRST PRIZE 
52 Mrs Ball 

SECOND PRIZE 
23 MrTRolt 

THIRD PRIZE 
19 Mrs N Bennett 

BRENTOR 
GARDEN C L U B 

Thank you to all who attended 
the first meeting of the Brentor 
Gardening Club. Those present 
were given a very interesting talk 
on alpine plants by David Hatch-
ett of Lydford Alpines. For our 
second meeting we are having a 
demonstration and talk on hang
ing baskets from the Glenvale 

Nurseries, so there will be no ex
cuses for lack lustre baskets this 
year. 

At the April meeting a questionnaire will be given 
out to ascertain the likely response to a permanent 
club being formed. 
If you would be interested in finding out more but 
are unable to attend this meeting, please contact 
either Beryl Purvis 810389, Sue Rhodes 810403 or 
Theresa Tinson 
The April meeting will be in Thursday 11th 
April at 7.30pm at the village hall. 
Admission £1.00 

EASTER WORKSHOP IN THE CHURCH HALL 
10AM THURSDAY APRIL 4TH - OVER 3'S WELCOME. 

DETAILS FROM GILL STILL 810489 
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BRENTOR PLAYGROUP 

T he playgroup continues to thrive with 12 
children attending regularly. 1995 saw an 

increase in numbers. We were glad to welcome 
Christian Walker-Brown, Josh and Benedict 
Evans, Frazer and Louise James-Pearson and little 
Samuel Martin. We wish them many happy years 
with the playgroup. 

It was a year when we 
^ ^ ^ ^ said goodbye to many of 

^ the children; to William 
^ ^ b p ^ Ride who started at Mary 

^ ^ ^ K ^ Tavy in January, to Han-
^^^^k nah Burrows who started 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 0 ^ school at Whitchurch, 
W also to little Laurence 

CuUen who has moved to 
Lewtrenchard. We must not forget their Mums; to 
Julie and Nancy who have helped with the running 
of the playgroup and particularly to Linda who has 
been associated with the playgroup for many years. 
Linda held various offices, helped with numerous 
fund-raising events and has been a very valued 
member and friend to us all. We wish Linda, Han
nah and Oliver every happiness on their move to 
Tavistock. 
The end of the year finished with 
our annual Christmas Party 
when Father Christmas paid us a 
special visit and Stella very 
kindly came and played some 
carols. 
1996 starts with a new Chairperson; Kate Walker 
has kindly offered to take on the job. Nicola Ben
nett continues to be Treasurer with Pauline Pascoe 
as Secretary. 
At Easter will come the end of the Osborne era 
with the playgroup, when Tess will start school at 
Mary Tavy. We all wish her the best of luck and 
every happiness. It is also a fond farewell to Jane 
after nine years with the playgroup. Jane has held 
every office and always been a very active member 
and a great friend. We thank her and will miss her. 
Our first social event for 1996 is a PLAYGROUP 
REUNION to be held on May 10th in the Church 
Hall. We are trying to trace past and present mem
bers so that we can find out about the history of the 
playgroup in preparation for the proposed Brentor 
Exhibition. We will be sending invitations so that 

we can have a get together recounting those 
j playgroup years ! So please look out those old 
! photographs and we look forward to seeing you 
j all there. 

Past members who are able to come please ring; 
Pauline Pascoe; 810678 
Jane Osborne; 801606 

E M E R G E N C Y FIRST AID 
(H.S.E.APPROVED) 

Owing to the interest shown from our last course 
I am now pleased to annoimce that a course will 
be held on 

16th-23rd-30th May 1996 
(3 sessions of 3 hrs) 

6.45pm - 9.45pm 
at 

BRENTOR VILLAGE HALL 

This course will also include adult, child and in
fant resuscitation, bleeding, heart attack, plus ad
ditional subjects required by the Health & Safety 
Executive for the award of the (Appointed per
son) Certificate, for the workplace. 
Ideal for parents, childminders, carers and indi
viduals who require a basic knowledge of First 
Aid. 

Come along and enjoy a great evening 

This service is supplied by F. A.C.T.S 
Your local provider of 

FIRST AID & ASSOCIATED SERVICES 

BOOK NOW *** CALL 810 247 

JUMBLE SALE & 
S K I T T L E S EVENING 

We made £97 on the jumble sale on 9th March. 
Very many thanks to everyone that came, for 
helping, and giving their jumble, cakes etc. 

j The Skittles Evening on 15th March made £32. 
I Sorry there wasn't more support here, but many 
thanks to the people who did come and support. 

1 In just a week, about £130 was made. 
K.Lashbrook 
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CHURCH NEWS 
he Church A.G.M. 
and Vestry Meet
ing was held on 

March 19th. Mr G.Saunders 
and Mr F. Still were once 
again elected as church war
dens and Mr M Biggs as 
deputy churchwarden. We 
are all grateful for all the 
work that they do for the church. It does take up a 
coniderable amount of spare time, especially at the 
moment with the problems which the church faces. 
The Church A.G.M. re-elected Mr 
P.D.Whitcombe, Mr M.Biggs, Mr L.Harris and 
Mrs H.Thompson to the P.C.C. and also elected for 
the first time Mrs V. Vernon, Mrs K.Brown and 
Mrs S.Rhodes. The following sidesman were ap>-
pointed Mr J.Allen, Mr M.Biggs, Mr C.Pancheri, 
Mrs S.Pancheri, Mr P.D.Whitcomb, Mrs 
J.Whitcomb, Mrs V.Gilbert, Mrs G.Still and Mr 
L.Harris. 
You may be interested to know that the pocket 
park and the playground within the Eastcott 
Memorial Field both belong to and are maintained 
by the Church. This facility to maintain, as I am 
sure you will appreciate, costs the Church a rea
sonable sum of money. This year will see the in
stallation of a new management plan which will 
hopefully be more effective. If you have any com
ments on how these facilities are run or if you wish 
to contribute in any way to the cost of maintenance 
then please contact Laurie Harris on 810845. 
This is your last chance to have a piece of Bren
tor's history, by buying one of the four Brentor 
Church mugs left for sale and if anyone wishes to 
purchase them they should contact Philip 
D.Whitcomb on 810418. Price £4.50. 

A Parochial Church Council meeting will 
take place in Tuesday April 23rd starting at j 
8.00pm in the Church Hall. 

Flower Rota; April 14th Mrs Jenny Beavon, April 
21st Mrs H. Thompson and Mrs D.Eden, April 
28th Sally Pancheri. I would like to thank all of 
those who do the flowers in both the churches and 
in particular Sally Pancheri who organised them so 
well. 
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For all the children get
ting bored with the Easter 
Holidays and for those 
who are not, there will be 
an Easter Workshop in 
the Church Hall on 
Thursday April 4th. This 
is usually great fim and is "' ; 
well worth attending. Any child from Lydford and 
Brentor, aged 3+ are welcome to attend. There will 
be a charge of 50p and that includes refreshments 
afterwards. Volunteers are also needed to help 
thing run smoothly. Details can be obtained from 
Gill Still on 810489. 
A Copy of all the Church Services which are tak
ing place over Easter is contained in the Easter 
card which you all should have received. I f not 
then please contact Robert Ormsby on 860344. It 
just remains for me to wish on behalf of all the 
Brentor Parochial Church Council that you and 
your families have a great Easter break. 

Philip D.Whitcomb 

W l 
News and Information 

At the W.I.'s March meeting Mrs. Barbara 
Cheeseman shared with members the many and 
varied experiences of her year as West Devon's 
Mayor when her daughter carried out the duties of 
Lady Mayoress. Although immensely enjoyable it 
had proved to be a very arduous year with Mrs 
Cheesman attending 135 engagements, 
sometimes three on one day, and two royal 
occasions. Members were able to browse through 
her scrap-book of momentos of a year in the life 
of a West Devon Mayor and admire the official 
photograph of her wearing her full mayoral robes. 
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs Pritchard. 

Two new members were welcomed to the W.I -
Mrs Pauline Pascoe who was presented with her 
New member's Pack - and Mrs Hazel Foy an 
Associate Member. 

cont 
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W.I NEWS continued 

The flower of the month was won 
by Mrs Purvis, joint second Mrs 
Tinson and Mrs Pritchard. 

Unfortunately, due to various un
avoidable reasons, only one mem
ber was able to represent the Insti
tute at the recent Spring Group 
meeting at Lamerton. 

April sees the start of evening meetings for the 
summer months and the speaker on the 4th will be 
Mr Wallis continuing his walk around the coastal 
footpath. The meeting will start at 7pm and visi
tors will be welcome. 

The Jumble sale plaimed for the 30th March has 
been cancelled. 

Marion Pritchard 

A Happy Easter to all our readers! 

T W E L F T H JEAN 
W H I T F I E L D MEMORIAL 
WALK FOR L E U K E M I A 

j nee again we are organising this annual 
• event which raises much-needed cash for 

the Plymouth and District Leukemia Fund. 

We have so far 
donated nearly five 
thousand pounds 

through our efforts. 

The walk is always a friendly family occasion and 
covers some of the most beautifril countryside 
around Brentor - with woodland, river valley, open 
fields and moorland. There are only very short 
stretches on the road. 

Please make a date in your diary for 

SATURDAY MAY 18TH 11PM VILLAGE 
HALL 

If you carmot join us on the walk then please be 
generous if you are asked to sponsor a walker. If 
you want more information contact Mike Whit
field (810 209) or Dennis Young (810 620). 

A SPONSORSHIP FORM IS ATTACHED TO 
THIS EDrnON OF THE BRENTOR NEWS 

Diary Dates for April 
4th Easter Workshop in the Church Hall, 10am -12pm 
4th Wl; Walking the Coastal Footpath, Mr Wallis, 7pm in Village Hall 
11 th Garden Club; Village Hall, 7.30pm 
18th, 19th, 20th Mary Tavy Drama; 'Nude with Violin', Coronation Hall, 7.30pm 
22nd B.C.C meeting for all contributors to the Brentor News, Village Hall, 8fmi 
23rd Parochial Church Council, Church Hall, 8pm 
Diary Dates for May 
2nd Wl; Outing to Western Morning News (check for details) 
9th Wl; Resolutions Joint Meeting at Mary Tavy, 2.15pm 
10th Playgroup Reunion Church Hall 
16th, 23rd, 30th Emergency First Aid, Village Hall, 6.45pm 
18th 12th Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk, Village Hall, 11 am 

COPY DATE 
APRIL 24TH 



The Church Hall 
I read with interest Philip Whitcomb's report In the March issue of 
the Brentor News. 

Many people in Brentor will feel sad that the PCC c a n no longer 
afford to keep this charming building which has stood in the centre of Brent or since 1832 and 
served for the first hundred and twenty years of its life as the Village School. 

The Church Hall is a picturesque symmetrical building in the Tudor style popular among 
architects and engineers in the eariy nineteenth century. It is built of local stone and is a very 
important part of the character of the village. 

Two options for the church hall were presented to the Annual Vestry Meeting on Tuesday 19th 
March. The first option was to carry out major repairs to the Church Hall to meet Fire and EEC 
Regulations at an estimated cost of £30,000. On the f a ce of it, this is a sum which is clearly 
beyond the means of this small community and those present at the meeting could not 
support such an expenditure on the Church Hall. The second option was to sell the Hall for 
conversion to a house. 

To my mind, the figure of £30,000 seems out of all proportion to the work actually needed to 
keep the hall going and I would like to explore the first option in more detail to see whether 
there is not a less expensive means of keeping the Church Hall going until the new Village Hall 
has been built. 

Because the Church Hall is a Listed Building and within the Brentor Village Conservation Area, 
it is eligible for grants towards the costs of repairs. Work of alteration to provide fire escape 
doors and a ramp for the elderly and disabled would require Listed Building Consent and 
should therefore be zero rated for Vat. 

Chris Pancheri Tel: 810285 

OVERLEAF IS A PLAN AS THE HALL IS NOW AND TWO SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW IT 
COULD BE ALTERED 

It is likely to be at least two years before the new village hall is 
completed so the village will need a hall whilst it is being built. The 
proposals under consideration for the Village Hall envisage the 
demolition of the existing building so that the new hall c an be built 
on its site. During this critical period the Church Hall should remain 
avai lable for use. If the church c a n no longer afford to run it, 
couldn't it be used by the Village Hall Committee? 

I presented to the Vestry meeting a model illustrating some ideas 
for improving the hall in stages as shown on the plans attached. 
Sally and I would we lcome any views or comments on these 
suggestions and would like to hear from anyone who would be 
interested in exploring the possibilities for the hall in more detail. 
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