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"I've never laughed so hard", and "that's 
one of the best evenings I've had in a long 
time" were just some of the remarks made after 
the latest Villages in Action event brought to 
Brentor by the Brentor Community Centre. 
Filled to capacity, the Church Hall provided an 
intimate cabaret style atmosphere for the 'Old 
Rope String Band' on the 13th January. This 
event proved so popular, and with tickets being 
limited due to the size of the hall, the event 
sold out quickly and a number of residents 
were disappointed at being unable to obtain 
tickets. So book early next time. Many thanks 
to the Biggs family for feeding the band and to 
Tim & Jenny Beavon for putting them up for 
the night. 

Coming to Brentor next are Theatre Alibi 
performing 'Little White Lies' on Saturday 
February 17th at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
The play is a collection of funny and sad stories 
about people who tell fibs. The play contains 
strong language in one scene and is therefore 
not suitable for children. Further information 
contact Rick Blower 810600. Tickets £3.50 
Adults, £2.50 concessions.See enclosed leaflet 
in Brentor News. 

VV.LNews. 

The W.I. began in 1996 in fine style with a 
New Year Party which was well attended by 
friends from the village and neighbouring 
institutes. It was lovely to have some of the 
young mums present together with their chil
dren who were all impeccably behaved and 
who earned themselves a round of applause 
when they spontaneously started singing "The 
Grand Old Duke of York" during a musical 
quiz game. Just to prove that everyone is still 
young at heart there was a competition for the 
best models made from a piece of salt dough 
and it was amazing the number of budding 
Barbara Hepworths that emerged! The games 
were interspersed with a selection of poems 
read by members, starting with 'The Night 
Before Christmas' and ending with one on 
gardens reminding us, hopefully, that spring 
isn't too far away. The tables were laden with a 
tempting array of seasonal goodies for tea and 
the afternoon concluded with everyone singing 
Aide Lang Syne and receiving a small gift as 
they departed. 

The normal routine will be resumed next 
month when the Rev.Rawlings will be recalling 
his life as a Naval Chaplain on Thursday 1 st 
February at 2.00pm. As usual, visitors wel
come. 

M.Pritchard. 

Rick Blower. 

P.S. advance notice for an event coming in 
March. 'Bella - the story of Mrs Beaton.' 

Book Sale.(iii aid of Brentor News) 
There will be a sale of books, records 

and tapes in the Village Hall on Saturday 
February 10th at 2.00pm. For more informa
tion contact Peggy Biggs 810247. 



Church News. 
The Christingle raised £35.00 which was 

sent to the Childrens' Society and £55 was 
raised for the Homeless Appeal in Tavistock at 
the Carols by Candlelight. Many thanks for all 
of you who helped and participated in these 
events, especially the Handbell Team. Both 
occasions were a great success and were 
enjoyed by all who attended. 

There are still a few of the Brentor 
Church Mugs left for sale and if anyone wishes 
to purchase them they should contact Fred Still 
on 01822 810489. Price £4.50. 

This year marks the preparation of a new 
Church Electoral Roll. Anyone who wishes to 
vote at the A.G.M. or be a member of the PCC 
needs to be on this roll. On publication of the 
new roll the previous roll ceases to take effect. 
This means that everyone who wishes to enter 
their name on the new roll must apply for 
enrolment, provided that they are baptised, are 
members of the Church of England or of a 
Church in communion with the Church of 
England, are 16 years old or over and are 
either resident or have attended public worship 
in the parish. Application forms for enrolment 
can be obtained fi"om John Allen at Redfems, 
telephone number: 01822 810496. 

There will be a service in Christ Church 
on Ash Wednesday, February 21st, at 10.30am. 

The date of the Annual Vestry Meeting is 
Tuesday March 19th, starting at 7.15pm in the 
Church Hall and is followed by the Church 
Aimual Meeting. 

Philip D. Whitcomb. 

Parish News. 
Extracts fi'om the minutes of the Parish 

Council Meeting held on 13th November 1995. 
These minutes have been approved. 

3397: Pocket Park. 
The Clerk read a letter received by 

P. Whitcomb, the secretary of the Brentor 
Church Council, stating that the problem in the 
park was due to there not being a coherent 

management policy. It was planned to establish 
one at the next P.C.C. meeting. Mr Friend said 
the trees had grown and that the protective 
tubes were rubbing against the sides of the 
trees. He ofi'ered to look at them provided the 
Church Council agreed. 

3398: Forestry Commission. 
The Clerk read a letter fi'om the commis

sion stating that they appreciate the council's 
concern for the safety of the pubhc on the 
footpaths, but point out the threat to young 
trees by the deer. The Commission are only 
prepared to engage someone to control the 
deer who can demonstrate a professional and 
responsible approach and who can also demon
strate to the Commission's satisfaction their 
ability to handle firearms safely and shoot 
consistently and accurately. 

3400: River Bum. 
The river has been inspected by the River 

Authority and some improvements had been 
made resulting in a better flow. Further im
provements were to be made in the near fiature. 

3402: Drainage at Down Park, Court Lane. 
The environmental Health Department 

have looked into the matter. 

3410: Neighbourhood Watch. 
Some cheaper signs have been ordered to 

replace damaged or stolen ones. 

3412: Community Council of Devon: 
Milennium Cottages. 

The Parish Council were asked to pro
vide evidence of local need and potential 
availability of land which would be economic 
to develop and acceptable to the planning 
authority. The Clerk was asked to contact the 
Dartmoor National Park Authority to establish 
which land, if any in the parish, would be 
considered suitable for this kind of develop
ment. 

3413: W.D.B.C. Newsletter. 
It was brought to the attention of the 

Council that WDBC awarded a grant of £20 



for displaying their newsletter on the notice 
board. Councillors agreed this money would be 
a useful income. Mrs.Scannell offered to look 
into the matter. 

Next meeting arranged for Monday 4th March 
1996. A.G.M. 7.15pm Village Hall. 

Parish Council. 
The Parish Council has received a letter 

from the Devon Association of Parish Councils 
asking that every household in the parish is 
aware of its grid reference to help the Emer
gency Services to locate rural properties more 
easily, especially in the dark. 

This request has originated from the 
Chairman of the West Country Ambulance 
Services NHS Trust, who points out that i f 
everyone knows their grid reference the emer
gency services would be able to locate a prop
erty quicker thus reducing the time it takes to 
get there. 

Women's World Day of Prayer. 
For the past 109 years the first Friday in 

March is Women's World Day of Prayer, 
marked by an act of worship prepared by 
women from many different cultures and social, 
economic and political contexts around the 
world. 

This year's service has been prepared by 
the women of Haiti and will give us some 
insight into the problems facing them and their 
country. Eighty percent of the population live 
in abject poverty, are deprived of their rights 
and brutally kept oppressed Illiteracy and 
unemployment are high, and life expectancy 
low. Women play a very important part in 
Haitian society, being the mainstay of domestic 
and economic life. However because of this, in 
recent years, physical and sexual violence have 
been used against them as a form of repression. 
Christchurch will host the service for Lydford 
and Brentor at 2 00pm on Friday 1st March. 
Our guest speaker will be Ursula Bennett, a 
Reader from Tavistock, and this year's theme is 
"God calls us to Respond". 

Shrove Tuesday. 
Pancake Evening in Brentor Church Hall 

20th February from 7.00pm. 
In aid of the Kidney Unit at Derriford 

Hospital. The Friends of the Kidney Unit have 
already raised £17,000 (just over half) to
wards an Ultrasound Scanner Do come along 
on the 20th February and help us to raise some 
more. There will be a Raffle and Bring-and-
Buy stall. Foreign money and Air Miles are 
also welcomed to raise fiinds. See you then. 

Enquiries Jennifer Venning 810555. 

Appeal for lib jam jars. Now it is marmalade 
time I have run out of jars again! I f anyone can 
spare some jars please let me know. I can 
collect. 

J.Venning. 810555. 

Citizens' Advice Bureau. 

Changes in Housing Benefit. 
This may affect you if you are going to 

start a new private tenancy. From January 2nd 
housing benefit will normally only cover rents 
which are at or below the general level of rents 
for similar propoerties in the area. However 
you can ask your local authority to give you a 
"pre-tenancy determination" which will tell you 
in advance how much housing benefit you will 
get. Then you can decide if it is affordable, or 
talk to the landlord about it. 

For further information please contact 
the Bureau at:-

Kingdon House 
North Street 
Tavistock 

Tel (01822)612359 
Opening Hours : 10.30 - 1.30pm. Mon, 

Tues , Thurs , Fri. 
Telephone Only - Wed 10.30 - 1.30pm. 

G. Still. 



South Indian Evening. 
In order to accommodate all those inter

ested in West Den's South India evening (In
dian meal & illustrated talk) it will now be held 
at the Parish Rooms,Tavistock (next to the 
Bedford Hotel) on Saturday 10th Feb at 
7.00pm. Tickets in advance from the Osbomes 
or the Beavons Tel 810606/ 810564. 

Jane Osborne. 

DIARY DATES. 

Feb 1st: W.I. Memories of a Naval Chaplain. 
Feb 10th: Book Sale. Village Hall 2.00pm. 
Feb 10th: South Indian Evening, Parish 
Rooms Tavistock. 7.00pm. 
Feb 17th: Villages in Action , Theatre Alibi. 
8.00pm. Brentor Village Hall. 
Feb 20th: Pancake Evening. Church Hall, 
from 7.00pm. 
March 4th: Parish Council Meeting. 
March 7th: W.I. The delights of being West 
Devon Mayor. 
March 9th. Villages in Action. Bella - the story 
of Mrs.Beaton. 

Parish Draw. 
This month's winners are: 

£25 - No29 Rebecca Biggs 
£15-No71 JoBirbeck 
£ 1 0 - N o 15 Henry Cox. 

Would those participants of the draw 
who haven't paid their second installment of £5 
please send thier money to me please. Thank 
you. 

Rick Blower. 
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