
BRENTOR MEWS 
December *95 \ssucJ4o230 

r-.̂ fc '•f^ r . - * r - - ^ rf^ ff^ » ^ ^ > i - ^ rf^ r - ^ r-^* » ^ » ^ i - ^ ^4fc ^ r-ji^ ^jfc M % ^ « » H I * 
l» «* I * 1̂  I * I * «^ «^ 1% «* I * I * I * «^ I * I * «* 1^ I * «% »*» 

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO OUR READERS $ 
M b Mk. 1 . ^ p-/te » ^ Mifc Mite Mfc ^ « k M k M b » ^ M b M » M b Mfc M * M » M f c » ^ M » M » pf^ M » Mfc M«» M » i-^b M b M b M b H » M b »-<te M * >-f^ 

«* 1̂  t* »̂  O I * «^ t* I * I * »^ O 0 I * «^ I * «^ 0 I * 

V I L L A G E H A L L . update on progress 
Building work funded by the National Lottery is 
now complete. The wood panelling in the kitchen 
has been replaced by plasterboard and two new 
fire doors have been fitted. The old emergency 
exit has been removed (along the with remains of 
the old toilet) and replaced by a small store and 
larger exit and porch. Thanks to the local builders 
who undertook the work. The electrical work 
was included under our Grant too.Our paint re
quirements are now fulfilled. Crown gave us 20 
Its of emulsion for the kitchen, toilets and store 
plus 6 Its of white gloss and undercoat for win
dows and door trims. Dulux gave a total of 30 Its 
of paint including undercoat and gloss for all the 
metal and woodwork on the outside of the build
ing. The cost of purchasing this volume of qual
ity paint would have been huge.The Fire Retar-
dant paint for the main Hall is a specialist paint 
and as such, not subject to any special schemes. 
But WDBC have granted us £300 of the total 
£400 to purchase this.The only paint required to 
obtain is exteral wall paint for the toilet and 
kitchen area. The National Paric have confirmed 
that this can be painted (rather than left bare as 
now) and we have approached Do It All to see if 
they will donate a couple of large tins.With all 
materials to hand and die building works now 
complete, the job of painting can begin. Kitchen, 
toilets and store are all cosmetic but the fire retar-
dancy of the main Hall is a WDBC safety require
ment. We are delighted that the Probation Ser
vice, under their Community Service scheme, will 
do this work for us at no cost. Their fiiUy super
vised team will be woricing one or two days a 
week and will try to complete the job before 

Christmas. They will be cleaning down and re
painting the Hall to our specification. They have 
also kindly agreed to paint the outside of the 
building next Spring. Curtain-making is under
way by a team of volunteers with the aim of hav
ing them ready when re-decoration is complete. 

FUND RAISING EVENING - TUESDAY 
D E C E M B E R 15th 7.30 pm 

By now everyone should have purchased their 
Grand Winter Draw tickets and with over 40 su
per prizes, this really is a Draw worth having. If 

you haven't got a ticket and would like one, 
please give me a ring. We shall start with Carols -
supported by a small contingent from the Salva

tion Army. If you have a favourite you would like 
us to include, please let me know. The Draw will 

follow and we hope to have booked Craig Rich 
(the BBC weatherman) as our celebrity. Coffee 

and seasonal tit-bits will be available. If you wish 
to bring along a bottle of your own Christmas 

Cheer, please do so.AlI monies raised will pro
vide a maintenance fund for the HalLWe have to 
pay for the shortfall on the fire retardant paint, 

provide brushes and white spirits etc for the deco
rating team and look forward to our external and 
longer term maintenance needs. As you know the 

Hall is struggling to meet its running costs and 
maintenance is an important item.Can you help 

with the refeshments? By either providing mince 
pies or sausage rolls or helping out on the night -

please ring me if you can. We look fwward to 
seeing everyone there and hope you will enjoy the 

evening. 40 lucky people have to win tfrese 
prizes - and it could be you!!? 

Sue (810037) 



Diary Dates 

December lO"': Garden Club, 7.30pm 
Village Hall 

December 15*: Grand Winter Draw. 
7.30pm plus Concert and Carols 

December 19"": Christmas Punch Up. 
10.30am. Church Hall 

U.K. "OPERATION B E A R L I F T " to 
Central America 

HURRICANE M I T C H 

When Rick and I visited Central America last 
year, we met Bruce Harris, Latin American Direc
tor of 'CASA A L I A N Z A ' , an independent non
profit organisation dedicated to the rehabilitation 
and defense of street children in Latin America. 
He now writes that he is extremely concerned for 
the long-term mental health of the more than 
10,000 street children in Honduras and the 85,000 
children under the age of 5 now in emergency 
shelters in Honduras with an equally alarming 
number of traumatised and displaced children in 
Nicaragua. He is appealing for 100,000 teddy 
bears and soft toys to be distributed throughout 
these two countries. In the words of Bruce Har
ris, "It has been proven a teddy bear reduces 
the level of mental anguish that a child suffers. 
You can hug it, tell it your fears and secrets and it 
does not reject you. You can hug teddy as you go 
to sleep, and you feel safe." 
I have offered to be a local collection point for 
anyone who would like to donate a teddy, soft toy 
or doll. Please make sure they are in a good, 
clean condition and i f you like you can attach a 
small piece of card to the teddy with a rubber 
band and write a short note (in Spanish if possi
ble) for the child. For further information or 
details on making a donation to buy a teddy or 
help towards the cost of shipping and distribution, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Pat Blower 
Cloberry Cottage 
Tel: 810600 

Parish Council News 
Extracts of the Brentor Parish Council held on Monday 
28'" September 1998 in the Village Hall. The minutes 
have yet to be confirmed. 
Village Hall — The Councillors received a report from 
members of the Village Hall Committee concerning the 
running costs of the village hall. Councillors were given 
copies of the Village Hall progress report and the bal
ance sheet from 31.03.98 to 29.09.98. Having explained 
the 
balance sheet it was pointed out that there was a 
considerable shortfall between income and expenditure 
partly caused by the additional costs of maintenance. 
The Village Hall representatives asked the Parish Coun
cil if they would support the request for Tmancial help. 
The 
Chairman of the Parish Council suggested the Village 
hall Committee place an article in the Brentor News ex
plaining to the Parishioners that considerable funds had 
been awarded to the Village Hall by means of grants, 
but the 
running costs still have to found. The projected shortfall 
between income and expenditure would be £440.00 
Parishioners would be asked through the Brentor News 
if they would be happy for the Parish Council to precept 
for this shortfall. The village hall representatives agreed 
to this suggestion. 

It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Coun
cil that West Devon Borough Council has set up a ser
vice for people who have a hearing or sight loss. Fami
lies, carers, neighbours, friends, professionals and em
ployers are also welcome to use this service. The scheme 
offers advice, information, literature, and a large exhibi
tion of equipment for demonstration is available for 
short term loan. 
For the visually impaired, equipment includes watches 
and clocks which are tactile, easy to see, talking clocks 
and writing frames to help with letter writing. They 
have talking kitchen scales, easy to read or talking cal
culators, talking books, rain alerts plus a variety of 
adapted games and much more. 
For the hard of hearing they have equipment to facili
tate listening to the television, some of which are infra 
red which means no wires. They carry BT equipment to 
help overcome problems when using the telephone. They 
will be providing simple maintenance of N.H.S. hearing 
aids e.g.: batteries and re-tubing. Unfortunately they do 
not provide hearing or sight tests but will give advice on 
how to go about obtaining further assistance. 
They will be also available to give awareness training, or 
informed talks, to groups, clubs, etc. 
They are a mobile resource unit which travels around 
the towns and villages within West Devon. They are a 
drop in unit so no appointment is necessary. For further 
information read the Parish Council Notice Board or 
ring 01392 382331. 

The next meeting of the Brentor Parish 
Council will be on Monday January 11* 1999 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 



Christmas Punch Up 
The annual drunk and disorderly morning 
will be held on Saturday 19̂ ^ December 
from 10.30am - 12.00noon. Please try to 
come along , this is a free punch and mince 
pie get together when we hope as many 
Brentorians as possible will come. It is a 
chance to meet old friends and make new 
ones. Donations of mincepies will be wel
comed. There will also be a Raffle ,for 
which all donations will be greatly appreci
ated. For the children there will be a fruit 
punch and biscuits, tea and coffee will be 
avialable for those preferring something 
non alcoholic. Please do your best to come 
along. Any profit from the morning will as 
usual be donated to the Brentor News. 
We hope to have a small bring and buy, so 
again, anything will be welcome. 

Pat Bums 860259 

<5U. 

For Sale 
Jupiter Trombone in excellent 
condition with case. £140 ono. 
Tel Rick or Pat Blower on 
810600 

Poppy Appeal 
The total collection for this years Royal 
British Legion's Poppy Appeal was 
£203.44p. Thanks once again for every
body's generosity and thanks to my stalwart 
helpers. 

Jim Pritchard 

Garden Club 
A cold November evening but Club 
members roasted under the Village Hall 
heaters to enjoy Geoffrey Weymouth's talk 
and slides - A Dartmoor Mire. 
Locally, Fox Tor and Whiteworks have the 
reputation for being 
inhospitable, even on the best of days, but 
with Mr Weymouth's telephoto lens on his 
camera, we were treated to the flora and 
fauna of mires. Al l through the seasons, 
the mire has its own inhabitants. Birds 
rarely seen except in flight were caught on 
camera in delightftil ways and tiny, tiny 
flowers produced coloured carpets in 
summer.Beautiful blooms which spend 
their life in mud. All in all, an intriguing 
peak at somewhere rarely accessible to be 
explored and so usually just passed by. 
The December meeting takes on a seasonal 
tone. Audrey Miller will show us how to 
make some simple Christmas decorations 
for doors and tables and then we will have 
a glass or cup of appropriate refreshment.-
We hope you can come along and join us -
i f so, please bring a small plate of consum
ables (sweet or savoury).Thursday 
December 10th, Village Hall at 7.30 pm -
look forward to seeing you. 

Mrs Stella Ciaringbold would like to 
wish everyone a very Happy Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year. 



Running costs of the Village Hall 
(Building only) 

Actual from 31.3.98 to 28.9.98 

Income £236.38 Expenditure £563.20 

Projected additional income and expenditure to 
year end 

Income £281.64 Expenditure £95.00 

Total income £518.02 
Total expenditure £658.20 

Projection for Financial Year 1999 - 2000 

Income £507.58 
Expenditure £690.20 (includes a 5% allowance) 

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field 
Committee 

We would like to provide the people of Brentor 
with further clarification concerning our request 
to the Parish Council to use the Parish precept to 
contribute towards the running costs of the V i l 
lage Hall for the year 1999/2000. 
The actual running costs of the Hall and the bud
get for the forthcoming year are as 
follows: ( See Across). The level of the 
precept will be decided by the Parish Council. 
The letting of the Hall has been very difficuh 
since the end of last year when the heating system 
was declared unsafe and had to be removed, with 
some user groups opting to go elsewhere. The 
Committee were informed by the W.D.B.C. Fire 
Officer that no kitchen 
facilities were p)ermissible on the premises until 
the new Fire Exits had been installed. 
Renewal of an Entertainments Licence was re

fused for the same reason. It is not difficult to 
imagine the problems involved in trying to raise 
income from the letting of a Hall in this state. 

Since October 1998, the B.V.H.& P.F. 
Committee have raised approximately £6,000 and 

over £250 worth of paint by applying for grants 
and holding fundraising events. It is important to 
emphasise, however, that grant aided projects are 
for specific projects only and it is impossible to | 
obtain money from these schemes for running i 

costs. Many of us have worked very hard during 
the last twelve months and would appreciate a | 

contribution from the Parish as a whole in order i 
to retain our Village Hall. The major works will i 
be completed by the end of the year. Should any
one wish to hire the Hall for personal use or for { 

an organised activity we would be ] 
delighted to hear from them. On completion of 

the refurbishment, a higher priority will be given 
to promoting the use of the Hall, 

thus increasing the letting income. Any 
suggestions of how to increase the use of the Hall 

would be very gratefully received. 

Kath Warren. (Secretary) B .V.H. & P.F. 
Committee. 

Jumble Sale Report 
In spite of the wrong date appearing in 
the Tavy times and the terrible weather 
we had a very good turn out of people. 
My grateful thanks go to you all for brav
ing the storms. We didn't have quite the 
number of 
people as usual, but we've managed to 

just make enough to pay our way. After 
expenses and the tins of 
biscuits, there is £4.00 left in the kitty, 
which is great. We did lose a few people 
this year, mainly people moving . Look
ing back to 16 years ago I am only 10 
people less now than then, some go and 
some come. 
Thanks to all the people who helped on 
the day. Also to those who raided their 
wardrobes etc, who baked cakes and of 
the course the 'Raffle'! Special thanks to 
the Biggs family, ( I get a free meal each 
year!) for all their help and support. 
See you all next year I hope. 

Pat Burns 
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