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Church Hall to Close 

It is w ilh great sadness that the PCC had to make 
the decision to sell Church Hall for con\n to a 
residence 

Wc w ould have had to spend a lot of money on it 
to bring it up to the required standards. We cannot 
afford to do this, and instead hope for us to make 
greater use of the recently refurbished \e hall. 

There is a good bit of other peoples property in 
the hall, playgroup, scenery and costumes etc. etc. 
We ask that anyone who owns anything in the 
Church Hall to remove it by August 31", after which 
we shall close up the Hall and not use it again. 

The Rector, Re\d. Ian Sykes (810516) 

Advance Notice 
Following a successful bid for funding the 

Village Hall & Playing Field wi l l shortly be 
organising a consultation with the village to help 
design an attractive cycle stand for the Playing Field. 

An experienced crcati\ metalworker will be on 
hand to ad\isc us and to take the design forward. It 
would be nice to see as many people contribute to the 
workshop as possible - it is also important to the 
funding process to demonstrate the interest of the 
wider community. 

So please look out for further details and come 
along for as little or as much time a.s you can, thank 
} O U . 

Further details Jane Osborne (810606) 

Village Hall Playing Field 
Committee News 
Quiz Night . ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ 

A great time was had ^ ^ | ^ 
by all. We raised £ 7 5 . 0 0 - ^ | j 
thanks for your support. 
Bingo 

The next bingo nigh 
7.30pm. 
Brentor Inn 

As a committee we 
and Ashley the very be 
\enture at the Brentor Ir 
joint \cnturcs. 
Playgroup 

Wc look forward to 
group as thev arc losing 
Hall. 

Maintenance 
We have a serious 'wet rot' problem in the 

kitchen floor area, which we arc at present 
investigating. We are hoping that we can .sort this out 
through our insurance co\. 
Cricket Club 

The club are disappointed at the recent dramatic 
cut in sports council grants - however they are 
determined to pursue their efforts to raise funds for a 
new multipurpose pa\. 
Missing Memorabilia 

Over the years it seems that a great number of 
interesting items have disappeared from the 
hall, in particular such items as old village 
photographs. It would wonderlul if such items could 
be returned to the hall as we our now getting it into a 
proper state of repair and full use by the community. 
If you know of the whereabouts of any such items 
could you please contact Dave Williams. 
New Building Fund 

A proposal w as made at our last meeting that this 
fund should be made available for work on the 
existing hall. A \ote will be taken on this proposal at 
the next committee meeting. 

Next committee meeting is Tiiesclav 13"' July 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall 

Da\ Williams Secretary - 810375 

Christian Aid Collection 
Thankyou to all who supported the Christian Aid 

w eek recently. 
Wc raised £61,80 from house to house 

collections and £131,20 from the curr) supper. 
Angela E \s 

t is Friday 9"* of July at 

would like to w ish Julie, Ted 
St of fortune with their new 
in. Wc IcKik forw ard to some 

welcoming the Brentor Play 
; their facility at the Church 

Brentor Garden Club 
10 Gardens Open 

Sun July 11" Village HaU 2.00pin 
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Garden Club 
Gardens Open Sunday 11"' July 

10 \cry dilTcrcnt prhaic gardens. nc\cr usually 
open lo ihe public, arc yours to enjoy tor just i;2.(X). 

This charity fund-raising c\ent by the Garden 
Club supports a brand neu charity. 'Seeds for Africa' 
sets out to provide packets of vegetable seeds and 
maize for the very pcx^rest families in Africa. This 
will enable them to be self-sufficient in their \'ood 
pnxJuction and encourage seed-saving for next years 
crops. 

Starting from the Village Hall, a map will guide 
you round, the gardens are open from 2.00-6.00pm. 
At the end of the trail at Rov\den Farm teas are 
av ailable. All funds raised go to 'Seeds for Africa'. 

Please come along for tea even if you are not 
interested in gardens. Anvone needing transport 
should contact J i l l (810193') or Joan (810143). We 
Icxik fonvard to seeing you all. 
June - an evening out 

Twenty-two members enjoyed a super evening 
V isit to Cotehele House v\h a guided tour around the 
gardens with the Head gardener. 

Extremely approachable and knowledgeable, he 
talked us through some of the delights of these lovely 
gardens. Some lucky ones were given free plants but 
we were all inspired. He was keen to pass on tips and 
his advice was very practical. 

Although no charge was made for the visit, we 
did make a donation and he has promised to buy 
something nice for the garden from us. 

Church News 
I would like the opportunity of telling villagers 

about the tower at Brentor Church. 
It is ov er three months since the tower was 

covered in scaffolding and netting, and work begun. 
Originally, the work contracted was to repoint the 
towcHowcvcr, when the pointing was removed, it 
became apparent that there were unforeseeable 
problems. Large holes existed in the tower walls. 
Onginally, the tower was built with two walls, and 
the middle filled with rubble. This rubble gave 
strength to the tower. 0 \e r the years, the water which 
has got into the tower has washed the rubble away, 
making it less safe than it should be. Also, work 
revealed that some of the stones were loose, both 
little ones xs well as one or two big ones, at present 
replaced by lengths of timber !! 

The original cost for the work was in the region 
of £25,000 (including fees and V A T etc.) of which 
some £11,700 would be given by English Heritage 
through the National Lottery grant. DNP al.so gav e a 
grant of £2,6(X) which meant that the church had to 
find £11,000. This was possible due to the money 
built up in past years to meet such a demand. 

Howcv cr. w ith the extra work required, the costs 
hav c also nscn. Specialists have had to be consulted, 
a particular type of sand and lime have had to be 
imported (yes. imported from France), as well as 
extra man-hours be spent on the work. This has 
meant that the final (we hope) estimate has risen lo 
£61,000. We have been very fortunate in that English 
Heritage have been able to increase their grant to 
£41,200 which is 70'7c of the total cost, leaving the 
church to find about £17,(X)0 less the grant from the 
DNP. We are now asking for help from the dicKese 
and the Devon Historic Churches Fund, who may be 
able to help us with small grants. Previously, with us 
hav ing the ability to meet our share of the costs, no 
approaches have been made to these two 
organisations. Whilst we were able to meet our share 
of the original estimate it is going to be far more 
difficult to meet our share of the final figure. To do 
this we may have to realise some of our historic 
resources (if we can under charity law), but this will 
leave the church very short of money to meet the 
other costs associated with both Christchurch and St. 
Michael on the Tor. 

No I , Church Cottage 
At the same time as this is going on, we have 

some good news which we want to tell you about. 
We are going to renovate No 1, Church Cottage and 
make it available for rental, hopefully securing the 
cottage for people to liv e in on a permanent basis. 

If you would like to help to meet the costs of 
renovating the parish church, the church for all the 
people, you can do so by giving a gift to Sarah 
Martin the PCC treasurer, the Rector or any other 
member of the church, and by supporting the events 
organised by the church to raise money. Thankyou in 
anticipation for your support. 

The Rector, Revd. Ian Sykes. (810516) 

The Church Clock ^ 
When knew the ^ A ^ ( ^ a | j J U | 

building team were going to 
work on the church tower, we ^ • ^ • " " ^ ^ • B 
carefully covered the whole ^^^^^k 
clock in oily rags, then a thick 
dustsheet, tied down. 

Hopefully this should ^P" y 
protect the mechanism and * ^ A — 
keep out dirt and dust. As soon as " the 
work on the tower is finished, we will clean the clock 
and start it up again. This may take time. 

Stephen and Dennis Young 

Cricket Club 
It is gtx>d lo see so many of the village youths 

attending the weekly practice nights on Wednesdays 
and also some Dad's playing occasionally on 
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Tuesday evenings or Sundays. I hope you arc ail 
enjoying the cricket season so far. 

Forthcoming matches in July: 

Sat 3'''' St Stephens 
Sun 4"' Launccston 
Tue 6"' Bcre Alston 
Sat 10'" Whitchurch 
Sun 11* Le\vdo\vn(youths) 
Sun 11* Tidetbrd 
Tue 13* Lydford 
Sat 17h Buckland 
Sun 18* Menheniot 
Thur 22"" Elephants Nest 
Sat 24* Buckland 
Mon 26* South Pethenvin ( Y ) 
Tue 27* Whitchurch 
Sat 31" Bere Alston 

Away 
Home 
Away 
Home 
Home 10.30am 
Awa\ 
Home 
Awa\ 
Home 
Away 6.30pm 
Home 
Away 6.30pm 
Away 
Awav 

Please feel free to join us at the Club ground on 
an\e match for a cuppa. 

Chris Mot:.re (01822) 834600 

Jumble Sale's - Past 
Many thanks to e\er\one who contributed 

jumble and to all those w ho helped sort, sell and buy 
it on the day. After expenses well over £1(X) was put 
into the Playing Field Fund - money which will go 
towards improving the near entrance. 

Jane Osborne 

Church Autumn Fair 
On Saturday September 25* at 2.(X)pm Brentor 

Church will be holding an Autumn Fair in the Village 
Hall. We hope lo pro\e a variety of stalls and ser\
tea throughout the afternoon. We would also like lo 
organise a special Millennium photograph, on the 
day, of as many villagers as possible. Please come 
along and be included in a picture which will be of 
great interest to future generations. Further details 
will be publicised later but please put this dale in 
your diaries. 

The Rector, Revd. Ian Sykes. (810516) 

Organic Box Scheme 
Some of >ou may ha\ recently received a leallet 

through your door about the delivery of Rixerford 
Farm Organic Vegetable Bo.xes. For those who are 
interested in receiving a vegetable box you may like 
to know that a number of us in Brentor already 
operate a collect and deliver system on a rota basis. 

The boxes are collected each week from 
Tavistock & District Conservation Project and the 
money the Project receives as local organisers is 
valuable income for this charitable group. 

If you are inlerested in know ing more abtnit the 
Brentor arrangements then telephone Jane or Oz 
(810606) 

Whilst on the subject...Unigate (who deliver 
locally) hav e just announced that they are including 
cartons of organic milk (full i'al and semi skimmed) 
in their range of dcxirstep deliv eries. 

Roz Callow 

Mobile Post Office 
The Parish Council has been 

advised that we could kx)sc this 
serv ice if there is not greater 
supfxirl for it. 

The PO claims that whereas at other villages 
from 6 to 15people are using the senice, in Brcnlor 
there seems lo be only one regular user. 

We need to use it if we want lo retain this 
valuable serv ice. - Use it or lose It '.. 

The Brentor Village Show 
Saturday 28"' August J 999 

We hope that all gardeners of all ages are 
nurturing their flowers, plants and vegetables for the 
big date. The weather is improving and we are 
looking forward to lots of entries and top quality 
exhibits! 

If gardening is not your cup of lea, you can still 
take part, w hether you are an expert or a beginner. 
Have you ev er tried to: 
Bake, take a photo, draw, paint, einlnoider. ktiil, sew. 

sriilpl..., make wine, beer, jam. clmtney.. 
Why not give il a go this year? It is great fun and 

you might discov er a new talent! 
Schedules of classes and recipes av ailable from 

Joan Smith (810143) & Jill Millichamp (810193) 
Rosine Arnold, BGC Committee 

Citizens' Advice Bureau 
Guaranteed Minimum Income for Pensioners 
This started frm April 1999 and applies lo people 
over the age of 60 (men and women) and guarantees 
an income of £75 for a single person and £116 for a 
couple. 

But you have to be eligible for means tested 
income support. To get this: 
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(a) Eithcr the individual or the couple must ha\
savings under£8,(XX) (the house you live in dcx;s not 
count). 

(b) Your income must be less than the amounts 
guaranteed. 

We vv ill be v erv happy to check this for you. 
Council Tax 

If you get income supptirt you do not hav e to pay 
council tax. Hovv ever even if you do not get income 
support you ma\ be able to get council tax reduced if 
your income and/or sav ings are a bit more. Wc can 
check this tcxi, or you can go straight to West Devon 
Borough Council. 

For more information contact Tavistock C A B : 
Kingdon House, North Street, 
Tavistock, (01822) 612359 

Kosovan Refugees 
As you may have seen in the local and national 

press an appeal has gone out asking local people if 
they have any housing that could possibly be used in 
the event of the projected 60/120 refugees that may 
be arriv ing in the area. 

If you have any property that may be suitable 
please contact Alison Morgan, the Housing Officer at 
West Dev on Borough Council know. 

Total Eclipse of the Sun 
11**̂  August 1999 

Following the article last month, some more 
advice and information. 

For those who may be asking; a solar eclipse 
occurs when the Moon, in its monthly journey around 
the Earth, passes between ourselves and the Sun. due 
to the 5° difference in the orbital plane of the Moon 
to that of the Earth, out Earth, the Planet we live on, a 
total eclipse does not occur very often. The last in 
England was in 1927, the next following 1999, will 
be in the year 2090, ninety years away. 

Other solar eclipses, not total are known as 
partial or annular. These are more common but not so 
spectacular. 

Only a very narrow band of the Earth will be in 
complete shadow. This band will be about 60 miles 
wide, starting near Nova Scotia, crossing Cornwall 
and South Devon, crossing Southern Europe, across 
the Black Sea to India where it ends at local sunset. 

Brentor is on the edge of that band. The more 
south we go, the greater the duration of totality. 
Tavistock 44 sees, Yelverton 1 min 12 sees, 
Plymouth 1 min 42 sees and Salcombe 2 mins Isec. 
The time of the first contact at say Tavistock, when 
the Moon takes the 'first bite' out of the sun will be 
at 09h. 58m. 27s. Totality will start at at I l h . 13m 
49s. and will last at Tavistock for 44 seconds. The 

Moon will clear the Sun at 12h. j3m. 53s. The 
eclipse is then over, locally, at least. 

Warning. 

Do not slare al the Sun. 
Tlie ulirariolet an J infiared radiation will damage 

your eysesight. 

Tlie damage could he permanent. 

The safest way to watch the advancing shadow is 
what is called back projection. The simplest way is a 
pinhole in a piece of white card, focusing onto 
another piece of white card A focus of 12 inch will 
show a 3 millimetre diameter Sun. A cardboard shoe-
box is ideal. You look into it. not through it. 

Solar viewing glasses may be used, but only i f 
they are made of aluminised Mylar and made for the 
purpose. Only viewers showing the C E mark should 
be used. 

Only during totality will it be safe to look at the 
Sun without Mylar glasses. You should see a delicate 
white corona around the darkened Sun. Twilight will 
fall. It should feel cooler. At the end of totality, the 
first flash called the 'diamond ring'; followed by 
small beads of light known as Baily's Beads, caused 
by the mountains on the Moon, allowing sunlight 
through the gaps between the peaks. The Sun will 
now slowly appear again and the light will brighten. 

Enjoy the event but do take care. The Sun can 
ruin your eyes or blind you. 

Dennis Young 

Letters to the Editor 
' I am V er\ interested to hear if anyone else in the 

area have noticed snakes. 
On our lane and ground on West Blackdovvn we 

hav e seen a huge number of Adders, so much so that 
I hav e put up warning signs. 

Last Sunday a walkers dog was bitten by a 
snake. 

We have never had this problem before! 
Any comments would be interesting." 

Carol Bradford. Merlins Rest, 
West Blackdown, Brentor. 

D I A R Y DATES 
9* July Bingo Village Hall 7.30 
11* July Brentor Gardens Village Hall 2.00 
13'" July Village Hall/Playing Field meeting 7.30 
23^" July End-Of-Tcrm BBQ Church Hall 5.30 
11"" Aug Total Eclipse of the Sun 
28'" Aug Brentor Village Show 
3 1 " Aug Deadline for clearing Church Hall 
Also: 25"" Sept, Brentor Church Autumn Fair 
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