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To B eat or Not to Beat? 
Dennis Young proposes a reaffirmation of 
our place in the world. 

In 1988 Martyn Bateman, our rector at the 
time, started to organise a "Brentor Then and 
Now" week of events, to be held in 1989. A 
committee was formed; the members con
tributing and undertaking various projects. 
The Methodist Church buildings were used to 
form the focus for the week, forming the main 
display centre. 
The Young family played their part, with 
Stephen researching the local mines, while I 
identified the early boundaries, including 
changes, of what is now Brentor. Up to and 
around 1880, a large part of our parish was an 
outlier of the parish of Lamerton. 
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boundary every seven years or so, the parish, 
ecclesiastical that is, being a very important 
part of a person's life. For many, it was their 
world and they seldom went outside it. 

With the millennium not far away, maybe it 
would be most fitting and nice to have another 
"Beating the Bounds", either on one of the 
Rogation Days in the year 2000, the final year 
of this century, or in 2001, the first year of the 
next century. 

Over the page you'll find the poem Rogation 
Day; read it slowly. Those blue remembered 
hills. 
Finally, the words of Prof W G Hoskins, writ
ten forty years ago, to me, seem very apt. 
"You should walk around .... the boundaries 
of the ancient ecclesiastical parish or the 
boundaries of whatever is your chosen terri
tory.... at least you will get the feeling of (it), 
in a way that nothing else can give" 



Rogation Day Parish Council 

Just a little out of breath, I must admit, 
I climb with the sun to the end of the lane. 
To the end of the chalk-track's coombe-end brow. 
That sudden divide between slope and sky. 
Turning, looking over the pattern of fields, 
I recall that this, since time remembered, 
This frontier marking the edge of the down. 
Has been, and remains the parish boundary. 

As my eyes roam slowly over the farms. 
Beyond the grouped houses, the mellowed church, 
1 note other marks of the parish border; 
A stream and a roadway, hedges, a knoll. 

Between these, imagined though long disappeared. 
In my mind stand oak trees, bound posts and stones. 
Recorded as land-marks in ancient charters 
And quaint old accounts of perabulations. 

I ponder, this valley was once a world 
To men who rarely if ever went outside; 
Their wives and children maybe never did. 
The border was a boundary of their lives. 

Yet, though boundary now is hardly noticed. 
And parish welds itself to wider worlds. 
There ever remains an unmarked bond of bounds. 
That plots the parish out as its own world. 

Hardy Frost 1986 

A poem by Hardy Frost, in celebration of the parish 
boundary of Buckland Newton, Dorset. 
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Extracts from the parish council 
meeting held on Monday 6th Septem
ber 1999 at 19:30 in the Village Hall. 
These minutes have yet to he con
firmed. 

5724 Coach House at Providence 
Chapel 
A trust fund has to be set up before any 
more decisions can be made for the 
future preservation, if any, of the coach 
house. 

5728 The w etlands at the source of the 
River Bum 
Mr Friend said a representative from 
the West Country Rivers Trust had 
contacted him and in his opinion it 
would be a good idea to allow the 
drain to silt up near the Lydford Sta
tion part of the moor; this would even
tually regenerate the wetland, provid
ing a suitable habitat for wildlife. 

5730 Millennium Celebrations on 
Dartmoor 
The Clerk read a letter from Joanna 
Rumble DNPA stating that the park 
authority hoped to be able to offer 
each parish a grant of £50 towards the 
cost of making a photographic or other 
record of the millennium events in the 
parish. The DNPA would ask that a 
copy of the record is made available 
for their use. 

5236 Clapper Bridge at Lydford 
The Clerk read a letter from the DNPA 
informing the parish council of their 
plans to restore the clapper bridge at 
Lydford. Adjoining parishes includ
ing Brentor were asked to contribute 
£50 towards the project. It was agreed 
to support this. 
C Friend said the neighbouring land
owner was a little worried about ac
cess to the bridge and he agreed to 
follow this up. 



Brentor Garden Club -
Report of Meeting on 

14 October 99 

Once again the Village Hall was filled to 
capacity, for a talk on " A l l year round colour 
in the garden", given by Mr Ken Willcock. 

Mr Willcock's garden "Ken Caro", at Bicton 
nr. Liskeard, is open to the public under the 
National Gardens Scheme. He illustrated his 
talk, including many interesting colour com
binations, with slides of this garden. 

During the evening, questionnaires were 
distributed amongst those present asking for 
views on the next Village Show. Al l responses 
should be returned as soon as possible, since 
planning will commence shortly. 

We now look forward to the next meeting on 
11th November 99, when the subject will be 
a talk on perennials given by Mrs Tracy 
Wilson of Duchy Nurseries. 

Hope to see you there. 

Joan Smith 

Opening of the Play Area 

You may have noticed the arrival of some 
large play equipment in the Playing Field. To 
celebrate its arrival, and the completion of 
this stage of the project, we will be holding a 
short opening ceremony to which everyone 
involved will be invited. This invitation ex
tends in particular to everyone in Brentor, so 
many of whom have individually and collec
tively given of their time, effort and money. 
So come along at 10:30 on Saturday No
vember 20th for a short but very cheerful 
ceremony to declare the area officially open. 
Jane Osborne, Playing field sub-committee. 

The arts in Brentor 

It is surely no exaggeration to say that Set in 
Stone performed at the village hall on 9th 
October by Jack Drum Arts was the most 
finely crafted work put on stage in the village 
for many a year. The sheer quality of the 
acting, the haunting sound track and the 
moving but optimistic storyline kept the ca
pacity crowd of 43 spellbound. The magic 
only being broken by a post production pint or 
two and a chat with the cast up at the Inn. 

This month we have another quality Villages 
in Action subdsidised event to look forward 
to. 

The Horses promises to be an excellent 
evening of storytelling. This programme of 
words and music explores the relationship 
between people and horses using poetry, song 
and specially composed music. At its heart is 
the narrative poem "The Horses", but also 
included are the Welsh story of Rhiannon and 
the Russian stories; The Firebird and The 
Horse of Power. 

The music is composed and played by Chris 
Wood a leading fiddle player, the narrator is 
Hugh LunKm.^ 

The Horses will be performed on Saturday 
13th November at 8pm in the Village Hall. 
Tickets available from Rick Blower (Tel. 
810600) Adults £4, Children £2.50 



Citizens' Advice 
Bureau Bulletin 

Keep Warm in Winter 
The payment to pensioners has been increased 
thisyearto£100pereligiblehousehold. People 
will qualify if they are aged 60 or over and on 
Income Support or income-based Job Seek
er's Allowance. You will also qualify if you 
are of pensionable age and receiving a Re
tirement Pension or one of a number of other 
specified benefits in the week beginning 20th 
September. 
Payments will be made auto
matically before Christmas. 
For more i nformation, orto check 
if you can claim Income Support 
contact Tavistock Citizens Ad
vice Bureau at: Kingdon House, 
North Street, Tavistock ' , * 
Telephone 612359 
Opening hours: 10:30 -13:3C 
Mon,Tues,Thurs,Fri.Telephone 
only Wed. 10:30- 13:30 

Brentor Methodist Church 
The Millpool Chorale Choir 
will be giving a concert on 
Sunday 7th November at 

8pm. 
Followed by supper and a 

retiring collection. 

\ 

Brentor Sparkler Party 
Friday 5tJi Noyemher at 6pm in tie 
old vicarage field by iind permission 

of tje owner. 
Soup, burgers and Jot dogs available. 
Donations of fireworto (to be landed 
oyer to our explosives expert) grate

fully received. 

Brentor Jumble Sale 

November 20th 2pm Village Hall 
Hello everyone. Yes, it's that time of year 
again; our annual Jumble Sale to raise money 
for the senior citizens of Brentor parish. 
Please have a good sort out; we need good 
quality clothes, books, toys, plants and white 
elephant bric-a-brac. It may be that someone 
would love the vase you hate so go on, get rid 
of it! 
Home-made cakes, produce and a raffle 

prize would all be 
greatly appreciated. 
We expect to have a 
super raffle as usual 
thanks to our many 
friends who give so 
generously each 
year. 
Help on the day 
will be welcome; 
I will be at the hall 

from 09:45. I f you have trouble getting your 
jumble to the hall contact Peggy Biggs (tel: 
810247) or Pat Bums (tel:860259). Please 
arrange jumble collection in good time as 
picking things up on the day will be very 
awkward. 
Thanking you all in anticipation of seeing you 
on the 20th. 
Pat Bums 
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