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Brentor station with Rosie 
July saw the first Brentorians production for 
a few years pull up at the Old Station House. 
Cider With Rosie, the famous auto
biographical novel by Laurie Lee was 
originally adapted for the stage by James 

Roose Evans and 
fiirther adapted for 
the station 
platform by the 
Brentorians. It is a 
curious play; the 
plot is very loose 
and the tale 
unfolds in a series 
of vignettes of 
Gloucestershire 
village life in the 
first decades of the 
20th century. Some 
scenes verge on 
sentimentality but 
the play is 

prevented from being sickly sweet 
by the hints of a darker side to the 
villagers lives; tales of lost 
innocence and violent death. 
The play was surprisingly well 
performed (although I 'm hardly 
impartial here!) by the company of 
predominantly first-time actors 
who were directed with a light 
hand by Alvin Diaz. The many 
children who took part adopted their 
roles with enthusiasm and learnt 

Jane Osborne as snuff 
snorting Granny Trill 

their lines far more rapidly than the adults. 
Their presence contributed greatly to the 
play's appeal as too did the wonderfully rich 
voice of the narrator, Keith Rattray. Final 
praise though must go for the venue, for the 
use of which 
The Brentorians 
thank once more 
Sue and Eric 
Rhodes. 
The Brentorians 
intend to build 
on the success 
of this 
production and 
experience 
gained by 
putting on 
another 
production in 
the not too 

distant future. 
I f you 
would like 
to take 
part then look out for announcements 
in the Brentor News. 

Steve Baguley 
Photographs by Anne Clark 

Keith Rattray played the 
narrator Laurie Lee 

Home brew wizard 
Granny Wallon -

Pat Blower 



Editorial - about the Brentor News From the 1st edition of The Brentor News 
1st November 1979 

As you can see from the masthead this is the 
250th edition of The Brentor News. To mark 
21 years of uninterrupted production of 
Brentor's top monthly newspaper, this edition 
is longer than usual and contains choice ex
tracts from the 1st, 100th and 200th editions. 
Back in the dark ages of the late 1970s the 
paper was typed and then copied on a duplica
tor. These days it is produced on computers by 
a rotation of editors and hand delivered by a 
dedicated team of distributors. 
Al l submissions are gratefully received 
whether they are thankyous, moans, poems, 
items of historical interest, adverts for goods 
or services or anything else that takes your 
fancy. 
The Brentor News is provided free to all who 
live in the Brentor area and we have no plans 
to charge for it. However each edition costs a 
whopping £17 to produce and we have limited 
funds. Therefore if anyone would like to make 
a contribution to production costs that would 
be great. An alternative would be to sponsor 
an issue, perhaps in memory of someone or as 
a novel birthday present. That way your chil
dren will be able to read the 1000th edition in 
2063! 

The incursions 

From north, south, east and west these 'for
eigners' they came. 
Some of them having such strange sounding 
names. 
Like Whitfield and Gorbutt to name only 
two, 
But they stirred us to life with ideas anew. 

A community shop they soon had in mind, 
With helpers and goods of various kind! 
While we serve, shop and chat and drink cups 
of tea 
Happy memories of childhood come back to 
me. 

'Twas there as a youngster of four I was sent 
To learn the three Rs so much then it meant. 
Maybe other pupils of those former years 
Would salute all our efforts with three hearty 
cheers. 

Stella Claringbold 

The hated teacher Crabby B (Jenny Beavon) ruling over the schoolchildren in 
this scene from the hit play Cider with Rosie 



Church News 
We have finally been granted planning permis
sion to convert the church hall into a resi
dence, based on the plans that were submitted. 
This means that we shall shortly be offering the 
property for sale on the open market (as we are 
obliged to do). For anyone who is interested, 
keep your eyes open for details to be published 
in the press by our agents Mansbridge & 
Balment. After serious thought we have re
solved to ask M&B with our solicitors to handle 
all aspects of this sale. 
The work on church cottage is nearly com
pleted. It has been de-damped, rewired, re
decorated (By Fred Still and son) and a new 
kitchen fitted. We are wondering if anyone has 
suitable curtains which can be put up in the 
cottage. Each room has one window, and the 
largest size is 5 feet wide with a 4.5 foot drop. 
Offers to Kate (810397) or Fred (820479). A 
sheet giving sizes of all the windows is in the 
church. 
When the cottage is ready, we shall be making 
it available for rental. Anyone who is interested 
should please write to the rector. In due time 

we shall be sending out an Application Form, 
which, when completed and returned, will help 
us to make a decision on whom to offer the 
cottage to. Those people who have already 
written to the rector can be assured that their 
letters are kept on file, and they will be sent 
details in due course. 

Pews for sale - possibly 
When the work was being done on the tower at 
Brentor, in order to attend to the inside, it was 
necessary to remove the choir pews. They have 
been stored in the base of the tower, and we are 
now seeking permission to sell them. I f per
mission is given, it will then give us storage 
place in the tower, to house those things that are 
at present in the back of the church or in the 
church hall. We have had them valued at around 
£150 each; they are solid oak. There are 6 in 
total, 5 foot and 6 foot long. I f anyone is 
interested in buying a pew, please write to the 
rector. 
Ian Sykes, The Rectory, Mary Tavy, PI 19 9PP 

Advertisement 

Devon County Council Local Buses in Devon 
Devon is served by a network of local bus services, ranging from frequent main routes to country 
services on market days. 
To keep you informed of what is available Devon County Council publishes a range of FREE area 
timetable guides and leaflets available from most Tourist Information Centres, public libraries, bus 
stations and some local shops and post offices. 
There are also a number of telephone enquiry services offering information on bus services within 
Devon plus timetable publications. 

The DevonBus Enquiry Line (for timetable information 8:30-17:00 mon-fri) 01392 382800 
National Express Coach Services 08705 808080 
National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950 
First Westem National (South Hams and West Devon) 01752 402060 
County wide reduced fare travel 01392 383688 
(Reduced fare travel for pensioners, people with disabilities and students aged 16-18 who are 
undergoing full-time education.) 
Ring and Ride 01392 382123 
(Transport from your front door for people with mobility difficulties) 
Shopmobiiity 01392 382123 
(Hire of manual and powered scooters and wheelchairs) 
You can also find us on line at www.devon-cc.gov.uk/devonbus/ or email us at devonbus@devon-
cc.gov.uk 



Millennium Village Show -
Saturday September 2nd 

This is the last reminder for your entries for the 
Village Show to be passed to Joan (Tor Cottage) 
or Jill (Hunters Ride) by Thursday 31 st August. 
We are hoping for a bumper Show this year 
despite the awful weather we have had until 
now taking its toll on the vegetables. We have 
booked children's entertainer Mr Showers 
from 2pm until 4pm. He will be doing all sorts 
of tricks and magic and we hope everyone will 
enjoy him. Edward Woodward is to open the 
Show and David Kivell will conduct the auc
tion for us. Carlton T V are supporting the 
Show by making a substantial cash donation to 
help meet costs. 
A representative from the Kindu Trust will be 
there to accept the Brentor Blankets and we 
have hired a larger marquee than last year for 
some exhibits and the teas. There will be a 
Grand Millennium Tombola instead of a raffle. 
Frank Downing has kindly donated the use of 
his field opposite for parking. 
Of course, we do need some extra pairs of hands 
to help. Specifically a man with a trailer who 
can help move tables from the Methodi st Chapel 
to the Hall on Thursday evening (31st August); 
2 willing bodies to help put up the marquee on 
Friday evening 1st September; 2 or 3 persons 
who can help direct parking in the field oppo
site on the day around 2 pm and 4 pm, and 2 to 
help by doing 1 hr each washing up in the 
afternoon. 
Can you donate any red jams for the cream teas 
we shall sell, have a small freezer we could 
borrow for the day so we can sell lollies etc, or 
be prepared to loan us any small garden-type 
tables? Please contact Sue (810037) Joan 

(810143) or Jill (810193) if you can assist with 
any of the above. 
Grand Millennium Tombola: We would like 
your help please by asking you to donate prizes 
so that we can have a large colourful display. 
Lots of prizes means more chance of winning. 
I f you can donate, please contact Sue (810403) 
or items can be left in the front porch of The Old 
Station. 
Kindu Trust: Last November, Jill put out an 
appeal to Brentor residents to knit a blanket for 
the Kindu Trust. They provide shelter for 
homeless children in Ethopia and give each 
child a blanket to keep. Mrs Normington of 
Brentor produced three beautifully crocheted 
blankets, these were taken out to Ethiopia in 
February and given to three very needy chil
dren thank you Mrs Normington. 
I f you have any blankets close to completion 
for the Show, please ring Jill (810193). 
We hope you are looking forward to it as much 
as we are see you there. 

We want to thank The 
Brentorians for their brilliant 
performance of 'Cider with 

Rosie'. It was such a pleasure to 
see The Old Station taken back in 
time for two delightful evenings. 

Sue & Eric Rhodes 

(adapted) From the 100th issue February 1988 
Postscript 

Thank you to every body who has contributed to these first [two hundred and fifty] issues and to all 
those who have helped to type, duplicate and distribute the paper every month - and thank you to 

all our readers who continue to put up with us month after month. 
Editors. 

copy date for next edition is 25 august, please send all copy to rick blower (810600), 
preferably on a floppy disk or email: r.blower@btinternel.com 



' The History Zone 
More reminiscencesof Brentor past 

In the article Rogation Days which appeared in 
last month's Brentor News, one event contained 
in the draft copy sent in was not printed. Our 
Annual Sports Day. This traditional day in 
Brentor, going back many years was revived 
last in the early 1970s, mainly due to Pat 
Brookes. It involved many weeks of work by a 
few dedicated people. Al l playing field com
mittee members, under George Raine. 
We used to have a great day. Apart from the 
Children's and Adult sports, we staged the 
great beer drinking relay race, a six-a-side 
football competition, a knock out tug of war, 
pulling for a gallon of beer plus other events 
anybody could create and run. 
Apart from various sideshows there were 
tombolas, pony rides all day (Sally Curtis will 
remember this), cream teas, a wonderful draw, 
we also staged field events when we could. Dog 

show, country dancing, treasure hunt. Medals 
or plaques were awarded for all events, with 
sweets forthe 'tots', small cash prizes were also 
given. The playing field cups, some of them 
silver, would be awarded to the various winners, 
to be held for one year later. Later we revived 
the Brentor Mile. A fine sight to see them all set 
off from the playing field in mid afternoon of 
sports day. 
One year the event was opened by Cli ve Gunnell, 
the T V personality, who had a great day him
self, taking part in the great beer drinking relay 
race and playing in goal for Mary Tavy, who 
turned up a player short. After that he and his 
wife presented all the prizes, plaques and cups. 

They were great days. To all of us who remember 
those days and helped to make our Sports Days 
the successes they were, we can award ourselves 
a pat on the back. 

Dennis Young 

North Brentor 
in 1840 

.Methodist chapel 

This is a small 
section of the 
Lamerton Parish 
tithe map of 
circa 1840. It 
shows the centre 
of North 
Brentor. On the 
original map, 
which is in 
colour, occupied 
buildings are 
shown in red and 
unoccupied 
buildings are 
hatched. The Methodist chapel can clearly be seen but some of the other buildings in the village 
centre have been pulled down and new ones been built. There are now fewer roads than in 1840 
and what is now the main drag was then a track running through fields. 
On the original map owners and occupiers of the land are indicated By numbers. I have removed 
most of these numbers for the sake of clarity. 

Steve Bagulev 

•A 
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From the 200th edition June 1996 (with colour cover!) 

From the 1st edition 

Brentor Playgroup Reunion Heiio... we would like to take this opportu-
Thank you to everyone who came along to our nity of the first issue of the Brentor News to 
reunion on the 10th, many 
happy memories for lots, 
good company and wonder
ful food made it a great suc
cess. A special thanks to Jane 
for compiling the invitations 
and Nicola and Sandra for all 
the preparation. 
We would like to say a B I G 
THANKYOUtoDaveWebb 
who has mowed the Eastcott 
Memorial Play area and kept 
it so beautifully over the last 
4-5 years, and who has now 
given up the task due to other 
commitments. We wish John 
Whitcomb good luck in tak
ing the job on with Brentor 
Gardening Services. 

Pauline Pascoe 

Citizens Advice 
Bureau news 

Severe disablement 
allowance 

Severe Disablement Allow
ance (SDA) is a weekly cash 
benefit for people who have been incapable of work because of sickness/disability for at least 28 
weeks but who do not have enough national insurance contributions toqualify for incapacity benefit. 
I f you are in receipt of the higher rate of care of Disability Living Allowance and do not receive 
IncapacityBenefit,youmayautomaticallyqualifyforSevereDisablementAllowance. Alternatively 
if your disability can be medically assessed as at least 75/80% you could qualify. 
The government intends to abolish SDA for new claims from April 2001. I f you think you might 
be eligible, now is the time to make a claim. 
For further advice and assistance about this or any other benefit please contact:-
TavistockCAB 
Kingdon House 
North Street 
Tavistock 
01822 612359 
open mon, tue, thur, fri personal calls and telephone from 10:30 to 13:30 

— I K . m . ^ A i - ^ n . o n 

welcome some new families to the Brentor 
Community. These include 
the most recent arrivals - Mr 
& Mrs Thistlethwaite and 
family to Glenfield. Mr & 
Mrs Miller and family to 
Cloberry House, Mr & Mrs 
Marsh to Gill Cottage and 
Mr & Mrs Danker and family 
to Langstone Manor. We 
also welcome Mr & Mrs 
Blower and family and Mr & 
Mrs Prentice and family who 
have been in the family only 
a short time. We hope that 
these families will soon 
come to feel very much a 
part of Brentor and be very 
happy here. 
and... We are very sorry to 
say goodbye to... Mile and 
Rosemary Jackson, moved 
to Tavistock, John and 
Sylvia Eves, to Millfields 
school, Mr and Mrs 
Williams to Blackpool, Lucy 
and Richard Wallage to a 
school in Shrewsbury, Mr 
and Mrs R Gallop to Weir 
Quay. 



TAVISTOCK AND DISTRICT MARKET TOWNS INITIATIVE 

Some of you may have visited the recent exhibitions held in Bedford Square and Lydford 
at which the views of people from the Tavistock area on their likes, dislikes and future 
wishes for the area were being sought. Topics displayed at the exhibitions included 
employment, health, housing, environment and leisure. The organisers are keen to hear 
the views of those in the villages around Tavistock and have supported the reproduction of 
their leaflet in the Brentor News. Please take some time to put your thoughts down, then 
drop them into the envelope in the bus shelter by 31 May. 

Our area has been selected by the government for special financial support to help make 
our community a better place to live. This is your chance to influence how and where this 
money can be spent. Success depends on your support and ideas. Let us know your 
thoughts: 

What 3 things do you like best about living in the Tavistock area? 

Tavistock and District Market Towns Initiative 

You can't phone a friend ... 
••• and you can't ask the audience 

1. 

2. 

3. 

What 3 things do you like least? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

What's missing? Please write your comments below/overleaf. 

Name 
Address 

Tel 
E-mail 


