
BRENTOR NEWS 
I JULY'2000 ISSUE No.249 ^ 

The Village Hall Matters 

June's meeting bought a welcome batch of good 
news 

1 The grass is growing (at last!!) 
2 Three cheers for West Devon who 

have given us a grant of £150.00 for 
the balance due to have our new grass 
area. Special thanks to Dave Whit-
comb who successfully pressed our 
case at the WDBC Meeting. 

3 Al l grant monies have been received 
and the balance is nil with the sup
plier of the equipment for the chil
dren's Play Area at the Playing Field. 

4 DNP have confirmed that we do not 
have to have Planning Permission to 
erect the fence and beech hedge out
side the Village Hall. The Lottery 
Grant Application has been sent off 
to cover this and the replacement of 
the two front windows. It may be up 
to two months before we hear further. 

The children's play area at the playing field 
needs the grass cutting badly - an open plea to 
anyone who can (a) lend a petrol strimmer, (b) 
lend a hand or (c) both. We plan a get-together 
at the Play Area on Sunday 23"* July at 10.30 am 
to do the job. I f you can help in any way, please 
contact Dave (810375) or Alan (810143). Ide
ally, we would like to draw up a rota to take us 
through the summer i f you can help out over the 
next few months. 

With summer just around the comer, don't forget 
the long tables and chairs from the Hall can be 
hired out for family meals and parties for a very 
modest fee. Sue (810037). 

Brentorians 

The Brentorians present 
'Cider with Rosie' by Laurie 
Lee. The performances will take 
place on July 14* & 15'" at the 
Old Station House in Brentor. 
This adaptation by James Roose-Evans of 'Cider 
with Rosie' is based on the autobiography of 
Laurie lee (Loll) and his childhood in a small 
Cotswold village in the early 1900's. LoU's fam
ily feature prominently in his life, as well as vi l 
lage events and characters. Staged on the historic 
platform of Brentor Station, this production 
promises rich language, colourful stories and 
glimpses of childhood fun. 
The action starts at 7.30pm. Bring a picnic i f you 
like and a rug. Limited parking is available -
please leave your car in the village i f possible. 
There will also be a Raffle. 

Tickets: Adults £3.50 
Children £2.00 
Family Groups £10.00 

Tickets available from Sally Pancheri 810285 or 
Jane Osborne 810606 
Al l proceeds to the Brentorians 



Brentor Garden Club 

Those who did not attend our June meeting missed a most informative talk 
by Mr Barry Starling. We watched slides of beautiful woodland and shade loving plants, ranging from 
simple violets to exotic orchids, all growing locally. Definitely an inspirational evening! 

For July, we have organised an outing to the Duchy Nurseries. This will take place on Thursday 13*, 
starting at 17:30 (Please contact Mrs Beryl Purvis 810389 for details before June 30*). 

And finally, a reminder about our Village Show: The Brentor Village Show 2000 is on September 
l"**. Taking part wil l give you a great feeling of belonging to the community! Everybody has some sort 
of talent, so look at the Schedule of Classes (available from Jil l 810193 or Joan 810143), and go for it! 
You might even become a champion! 

Rosine Arnold. 

Ron's tips for July. 

Blanch leeks, lift and store shallots. 
Lift early potatoes as required. 

Remove unwanted runners from strawberries. 
Lift and store daffodils and bulbous irises, tulips and hyacinths. 

Remove faded flowers from annuals and bedding plants. 
Disbud dahlias and roses. 

j 

Parish Millennium News 
It is time for an update on the millennium plans for the parish. 
The new boundary stones that are being made by the D.N.P. are nearing completion and we 
are hoping to put them in place by mid August. 
To coincide with this event we have had some rubber stamps made of Brentor Church. We are 
hoping that all the children of the parish will come along with an outline drawing of the parish 
boundary and use the stamps to show the position of each stone. 
I am therefore proposing to run a workshop in the village hall for the children to draw the 
maps. In order to do this I would like any who are interested to phone me so that I can organ
ise it. 
Finally, pending obtaining money from a grant, we are hoping to renew the wood on the seat 
that is situated in front of the war memorial. 

Sally Curtis 810558. 
Brentor Parish Council 



Jumble Sale 
A big thank you to all who contributed 
to our NSPCC Jumble Sale. The mag
nificent sum of £185 was raised. With 
grateful thanks also to our helpers Mar
ion, Sally and Topsy. 

Pat Bums, Peggy Biggs and family 

Jubilee 2000: V*̂ ^̂ 7 J 
Summit Watch - V ^ •V/ 
21/23July 2000 ^^--Ji^ 
Jubilee 2000 supporters ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
aroimd the world - that's 
17m people -are still watching and waiting for 
the unpayable debts of the 52 poorest countries 
to be cancelled. According to UN statistics, ev
ery day that debt is not cancelled 19,000 children 
are dying - that's one child every five seconds -
for lack of clean water and basic health care. 
Although promises have been made, they do not 
cover enough debt, leave out some poor coun
tries, such as Haiti - but they do show that the 
problem has been recognised. 
To coincide with the G8 Summit in Japan from 
21-23 July, there will be vigils all around the 
world - a global Summit Watch. Locally, St. 
Michael's will have a special display providing 
information and a focus for meditation and 
prayer throughout the weekend, concluding with 
Evensong at 6.30pm on the 23"*. 
I f you want to hear first hand what debt crisis 
means to people in indebted countries, how peo
ple are organising to stop the crisis, and what is 
our role in the campaigning, then come along to 
the International Jubilee 2000 Conference on 
Saturday July., 1.30 to 5.00pm at St Leonard's 
Church Centre in Exeter to listen to speakers 
from Nicaragua and Africa. 
For further information on the Summit Watch or 
the Conference contact Gill Still on 820479. 

Rogation Days 

The Rogation Days for 2000AD have come and 
gone,the traditional time of year for 'Beating the 
Bounds'. In 1989 at the suggestion of Martyn 
Bateman, our rector at that time, I organised and 
took part in beating the bounds of Brentor. We 
followed the boundary as best we could. Those 
who took part in the walk had a very satisfying 
though tiring day. A day of achievement. 
It is apity Brentor did not 'Beat the Bounds' this 
year. I did write to the church over a year ago, 
also mentioning it in the Brentor News some 
months ago., hoping to stimulate interest for an
other walk around the parish. The response was 
just the sound of silence. Nothing at all. A great 
pity. 
I did walk the bounds of a parish recently and 
enjoyed it, despite being some hundreds of miles 
from Brentor. 
Maybe I belong to a different age, an age when 
we seemed more active. We had an annual 
Church Fete, an annual bonfire night in the Play
ing Field, an Ascension Day bonfire on the Tor, 
with all the events being well supported. We 
held local sponsored walks for all causes, now 
there is only one. We ran country rambles, we 
ran two football teams, the Brentor Magpies. We 
ran an annual fancy dress evening, along with 
choosing Miss Brentor and her attendants. 
Maybe we were more socially minded. We sup
ported the miners in 1984, offering them money 
and food. We welcomed them in Brentor. We 
formed a CND cell in Brentor. We held regular 
meetings of politically active people, including 
Labour Party members, non aligned people. 
Members of the Socialist Workers Party (then 
International Socialists) and a card carrying 
member of the Communist Party of Great 
Britain. 
Al l these seem to have gone. Maybe we spend 
more time watching television. Being an opti
mist I believe we will get fed up with that and 
look for something else to do in our spare time. 

Dennis Young 



Citizens Advice Bureau 
Orange Badges turn Blue: 
The Orange Badge Scheme, which gives parking concessions to motorists with disabilities, has been 
replaced by a European Blue Badge from April V\u can still use orange badges until they run out). 
Some people can get the badge automatically e.g. i f you get a war pensioner's mobility supplement or 
higher rate mobility of Disability Living allowance. Other people may also get it i f they have a perma
nent or substantial disability which means you are unable to walk or have considerable difficulty in 
walking or very severe upper limb disabilities. 
The badge is available through Social Services. 
I f you are going abroad to another E .U. member state or some other places you can use your badge in 
the same way as people living in that area. Motoring organisations can supply fuller details. 
For more information contact Tavistock Citizens Advice bureau at; 

Kingdon House 
North Street 
Tavistock 
Tel 01822 612359 

End of Term Barbecue 

This years end of term barbecue is to be held at the Brentor Cricket Field on Friday 
21st July at 5.30 pm. 
Every one is welcome to come and enjoy hotdogs, burgers and salad along with some light 
hearted games and races. 

Playgroup 

Despite trying to encourage some new interest in Playgroup, the numbers have 
dwindled to such an extent that it has become impossible for us to continue. 
We are all sad about the groups demise but hope that it may be possible to reform when there 
are sufficient preschool children in the village to warrant it. 
We have enough equipment and funds to relaunch Playgroup at any time. Anyone who is inter
ested in starting up again should contact Kate Brown, 810397 
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D DIARY DATES D 
0 0 
0 13* July Garden Club Outing - Duchy Nurseries 5.30pm. 0 
W 14* & 15* July Brentorians - Cider with Rosie - 7.30pm at Station house. y 
[j 21 July End of Term Barbecue - 5.30pm at Brentor Playing Fields. y 
y 23"* July Brentor Play Area Tidy up - 10.30am at Brentor Play Area. y 
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Alt Open letter to All Brentor Residents. July 2000 

Support Your Village Hall and Playing Fields 
Where arc we now? 1999/2000jhiitnces summarised: 

Income 
Outgoings 

£1030.78* 
£1033.61 

Reserve in Building Society £325.86 
Capital Reserve Account £2522.71 
Lloyds Ihink A/c ha lance £32 7.73 

* includes £250.00 by fund raising ejforls of Committee 

Our finances continue to lie in a precarious position 

Why do we need the support of the whole community? 
In recent years, the Committees and others have worked hard and had 
much success in fund raising and getting grants. Grants are not given 
to meet running costs and regular maintenance. 
The Hall is looking good and only maintenance will preserve its 
condition. 
This Committee is committed to the current level of fund raising but 
cannot improve our maintenance reserve whilst continuing to meet our 
costs. The Hall and Playing Fields are community facilities and we 
think it appropriate to have long-term financial support via the parish 
rate. 

How do other Parishes support their Village Hall and Play Areas? 
Figures from Devon County Council state that between one-third and 
one-quarter of Devon Parish Councils support their Village Halls. By 
an increase in the local parish rate (a precept), by paying for planning 
applications and fees or by buying things eg tables and chairs. 
Brentor Parish Council have been extremely supportive in the past by 
applying all of the above methods. The precept was applied for one 
year only whilst the Hall was being redecorated and unavailable for 
hire. 
The average precept across 42 Devon parishes is £11.56 and Brentor 
currently is £6.72 

What are we asking for? 
We are asking for an increase in the parish rate - on an ongoing basis - which will represent 50% of the previous years annual insurance 
premium for the Village Hall and Playing Fields. In 2000 this premium is £600. £300 on the parish rate will mean an increase of £1.68 per 
annum for a D band household** 
** based on precept calculations provided by WDBC 

To indicate your support for this approach, please sign below and tear off this slip. Pop it in the door of any Committee member, or hand it 
to them when they call or sign the petition at the Village Show on September 2'"' 
Signature Address 

From the Village Hall and Playing Fields Committee - see over for Committee members 



Brentor Village Hall Playing Field Committee 
2000/2001 

Sue Mott(Chair) Arthur Sillifant(Methodists) 
Rowden Farm Belgrave Bungalow 
Brentor Lamerton, PL19 8SA 
810037 615815 

Alan Smith(Treasurer) Pam Scannell(PC) 
Tor Cottage 2 Station View 
Brentor Brentor 
810143 810838 

Dave Williams(Secretary) Kath Warren 
Langtor Cottage, West Blackdown 8 Station View 
Brentor Brentor 
810375 810024 

Terry Pearce(Cricket Club) Jane Osborne 
Pendeen, Brentor Rd Bluebells 
Mary Tavy Brentor 
810648 810606 

John Evans • Paul Demery(Cricket Club) 
The Coppice Venn Cottage 
Brentor Lamerton, PL19 8SA 
810629 613988 

Mrs B Purvis(Garden Club) 
Bumside 
Brentor 
810389 

Rick Blower(BCC) 
Cloberry Cottage 
Brentor 
810600 

Sue Rhodes(PCC) 
Station House 
Brentor 
810043 


