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V I L L A G E H A L L P L A Y I N G F I E L D C O M M I T T E E NEWS 
Closure of Village Hall , Playing Field and Play Area 

A special meeting of the Brentor V H & P F Committee was held on the 22'"' o f March to discuss the 
matter of these closures. 
We had a long and detailed discussion and the following decisions were agreed at the meeting:- [ 
• These facilities should remain closed for a further 6 weeks, that is until the 3'^ of May. 
• A meeting w i l l be held on Tuesday the 24* of Apr i l to review our policy on closure. 
The primary considerations underlying our decisions were as follows:-
*> The advice that we have from the D N P is that where possible any public facility adjacent to 

farmland should be closed to public access, and that all non-essential events should be cancelled or 
postponed. 

• There was a feeling that we owed a duty of solidarity to our farming neighbours. To most of us these 
closures are largely a matter of inconvenience, but to local farmers the threat of 'foot & mouth' is a 
very real threat to their livelihoods. 

• The feeling at the meeting was that any decisions that we made should be based on the 
precautionary principle. 

• We have consulted with the Parish Council, and they have endorsed our decision to close these 
facilities. 

We did not take these decisions lightly, because of course the closure of any public facility is a serious 
matter. It should also be noted that there is also a serious cost factor. A s a result o f these closures al l our 
sources of income have been cut off, yet we w i l l still have to meet the demands of our fixed costs, 
which amount to between £60 and £70 per month. 
The committee would welcome any comments on these matters by members o f our community. 

A G M 
Due to current F & M problems we regret that we had to postpone. We hope to advise revised date in 
next issue. 

Hall Improvements 
We would like to thank Derek & Sally for the excellent work that they have once again carried out at 
the Hall . 
I think that all would agree that the new windows and facia boards have hugely improved the 
appearance of the Hal l , and that the new fencing provides us with a much enhanced venue for events. 
Thanks also to Derek & Sally for their gift of the window boxes. 



Parish Millennium News 

It is time again for an update on the Millennium 
plans for the parish. 
Many of you wi l l have noticed that the wooden 
slats on the seat in front of the war memorial 
have been renewed. 
The Parish coxmcil had looked at many different 
ways to commemorate the millenniimi and al 
though the new boundary stones are on the out
skirts of the parish it was felt that something was 
needed for the centre of the village that would 
benefit everyone,. A s the seat was in a bad state 
of repair we felt that this would be a good choice. 
A grant was applied for from W . D . B . C . for local 
projects, this was approved and the work was 
carried out by Mick Biggs for which we thank 
him. 
The Boundary Stones have finally arrived!! A 
start has been made installing them but we have 
now had to put a halt to this due to the foot and 
mouth outbreak. 
Obviously we w i l l resume work as soon as we 
can and we are still aiming to arrange the drawing 
and stamping of the parish maps for the children 
of the parish. 

Sally Curtis 

y.?«dl v-u'lo'>'-i;fi'-'̂  l a l l i K . 

Jumble Sale 

Many thanks to all who helped with the 
jumble sale on February 17* at the 
Village Hal l . The sum of £120.00 was 
raised for village hall funds. 

" • • . . . . . . . .... 

Kath Warren . . , . i }-, j , . . . 

Church News 
1. Access to St. Michael 's is closed during the 

foot and mouth crisis. There wi l l be no 
services at St. Michael 's at Easter or for the 
foreseeable fiiture. 

2. I f anyone would like to make a financial 
contribution to meet the needs of farmers in 
Devon, the church has set up a fund to receive 
gifts. These can be sent to Church House, 
Palace Gate, Exeter, or to Sue Rhodes, P C C 
Treasurer, Station House, Brentor, who wi l l 
forward it. Please make cheques/envelope 
"Foot and Mouth" . « ; , ;. 

Ian Sykes, Rector 

Jean Whitfield Memorial 
Walk Cancelled 

We are sorry to say that the Jean Whitfield 
Memorial Walk w i l l have to be cancelled this 
year because of the closure of public footpaths in 
response to the Foot & Mouth crisis. Given the 
fact that the walk attracts family groups, and a 
large variety of dogs, an alternative route along 
the lanes is not feasible. 

This village walk, in aid of the Plymouth and 
District Leukaemia Fund, has been held on the 
third weekend of May every year since 1985, the 
first anniversary of Jean's death from leukaemia. 
It has raised about £600 per year for the Fund and 
has been a most enjoyable and sociable event, 
usually involving thirty or forty walkers. 

We w i l l look into the possibility of a walk in the 
autumn. In any case we can assure you that there 
w i l l make a special effort to provide a memorable 
start to the second series of walks in May 2002. 

Mike Whitfield 
Dennis Young 



Brentor 
Garden 
Club 
It was with great regret that the "Gardeners' 
Question Time", planned for our meeting on 15* 
March, had to be cancelled. This was due to the 
closure of the Village Hal l in response to the Foot 
and Mouth outbreak. We have 
subsequently been informed that the Hall w i l l be 
closed for at least a further 6 weeks, until 3"* 
May. 

Consequently, at a Garden Club Committee 
meeting on 26* March, it was decided that, the 
meeting of 19th Apr i l , when we were scheduled 
to have a talk by Sally Pancheri on "Herbs & 
Their Uses", w i l l be cancelled. We wi l l be writ
ing to all members to inform them of 
future plans. 

Finally, we have just heard, with great 
sadness, of the first confirmed case of Foot and 
Mouth within the Parish. Our thoughts are with 
all those affected. 

Joan Smith 

RO N 'S T I P S F O R A P R I L 

• Trim evergreen hedges. In the case of 
conifers be sure not to cut into brown wood, 
lightly trim into the green wood to avoid 
brown patches. 

• Encourage better displays of spring bulbs by 
feeding with a liquid fertiliser. Bulbs that 
have flowered indoors can be planted in the 
borders once display is over. Feed while fo
liage persists to build up reserves. Remove 
leaves as they fade. i 

• Time to cut the lawn with the blades set at 
about IVt inches for the first cut. 

• Hardy container plants will now require 
more water and feed with a liquid fertiliser. 

ViXla^e^ ivv Action/ 
The forthcoming production of 
'Its Uncanny' by the Weird Sisters 
has been postponed due to the 
closure of the Village Hall m 
response to the foot and mouth 
crisis. 

j 

Volunteering 

Have you ever thought about volunteering? ^ 
Would you know how to find out about | 
volunteering opportimities in your area? j 

The motivation for volunteering appears to be | 
changing. Some volunteers may be true altruists } 
but many do it because they want an occupation i 
or to learn something new. Increasingly, people ' 
volunteer in order to get back into the workplace 
or to learn a new ski l l and try and improve their ^ 
prospects of employment. Volunteering is an 
ideal way to check out working in a particular 
field, especially i f the volunteer is considering 
working in the voluntary sector. However many 
people still volunteer so they can meet new i 
fiiends and help others in their community. 
Voluntary job opportunities are many and varied. 
Volunteers may teach adult literacy and numer
acy or help preserve our environment; they may 
garden or decorate or walk someone's dog; they 
could help support the sick and their families or 
help with administration in an office. • 
Tavistock has had a volunteer Bureau since 1996. 
Ca l l in to discuss your voluntary needs and how 
they link in with the needs of voluntary groups in 
the Tavistock area. After an informal discussion 
we can give you details of organisations you 
might like to work with and their contact details. 
Contact Jan or Julia at: 
Tavistock and District Volunteer Bureau 
7 K i n g Street 
Tavistock P L 19 ODS 
Te l : 01822 618224 
E-mai l : tav-vb(a),eurobell.co.uk 



Tavistock Citizens Advice Bureau 

More generous help for Pensioners 

From Apr i l 9* 2001 there w i l l be higher benefits 
available for pensioners who qualify for the 
Minimum Income Guarantee. 

1. I f you have up to £6,000 in savings this w i l l 
be ignored (the value of your house does not 
count). This used to be £3,000. 

2. Y o u may be able to get some help i f you have 
up to £12,000 in savings. This used to be 
£8,000. 

3. Y o u can get extra money i f you get less than 
£92.15 (single person) or £140.55 (couple) a 
week. 

4. The claim form is much simpler, but don't 
worry because we are happy to help you do it. 

For more information contact Tavistock 
Citizens Advice Bureau at: -

Kingdon House 
North Street 

Tavistock 
Tel 01822 612359 , 

Opening hours: 10.30- 1.30pm. Mon, Tues, 
Thurs, F r i . 

Telephone only - Wed 10.30 - 1.30pm 

Do you know that most Citizens Advice Bureau 
workers are volunteers? 
We welcome applications from members of the 
public to join our team. Free training and travel
ing expenses given. 

The Grapevine 

Would people like to see the return of news of 
village births, deaths, marriages etc and perhaps 
to welcome new people to the village and bid 
others farewell? I f you have any such news please 
let me know on 810726. Sarah Martin 

This month saw the deaths of two Brentor 
residents; Mr Les Morris and Mr B i l l Yeo both of 
whom had spent part o f their lives in Africa. 

M r Les Morris lived at Davidscott for 20 years 
before moving moving to Verm House where he 
died in his 102"** year. He was a retired accoun
tant with a great interest in music, particularly the 
cello which he played. 

M r Bil l Yeo arrived at Yellands Farm from the 
coffee plantations of Kenya in 1968. He changed 
its name to Kilimanjaro where he farmed and 
lived until he died aged 82. 

Free 

Single bed with mattress and headboard 

T e l : 810222 

a; 

Wanted: 

Good home for lovely tabby and white 
kitten. 
6 month old female. 
Contact Angela or John Evans 810629 

Final Copy Date For Next Edition 25th April. 

Email: R.Blower@btinternet.coni 


