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Christmas Special in Lydford 
We have the "Common Players" performing 
Dickens' "A Chrishnas Carol" at Nicholls Hall 
on Saturday 15 December at 7.30pm. 
Described as "very fiinny and suitable for all 
ages" and also as a performance where 
"Dickensian sentiment meets digital 
technology" this sounds like an amusing slant 
on an old story. Certainly something to be 
savoured before the 'traditional joys' of family 
Christmas are upon us. 
Tickets £5.00 adult and £3.00 children & 
concessions. Available from Moorside Garage 
or 820479 or 820228. 
We expect to sell out so please book early 
(Bah! Humbug to you all!) 

Fred Still 

Brentor 
Garden 
Club 

You might think that when you have seen one 
daffodil then you have seen them all - not so! 

Ron White, who has been growing them for 40 
years, is an expert. His talk, at the Garden Club in 
November, was inspirational, and was accentuated 
by beautiful slides of examples that he grows. He 
made us realise that, by choosing the right bulb, 
taking care with planting, and feeding after 
flowering, the daffodil will reward us year after 
year. 

We have our A G M on Thursday 13th December at 
7.30pm - everybody is welcome, both members 

and visitors, to join us for a drink and a mince pie, 
together with entertainment. So why not come 
along, hear about the year that we have had, and 
the lovely programme that we have prepared for 
next year! 

Joan Smith 810143 

Brentor Play Group 
We are having a get together in the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 11th December at 2.00pm to discuss the 
future of the Play Group. 

All are welcome. 
Please come and join us. 

Mary Tyndall 810849 
Clare Jones 810 635 

Update on Marmite the missing cat 
We would like to thank everyone who has looked 
out for Marmite since he went missing in July. 
On Tues. 6th November he was found in Lifton, 
unfortunately he had been hit by a car (and 
broken his back). Luckily he had been 
microchipped and the vet could contact us and we 
were able to see him, (he seemed so pleased) and 
he purred, before he had to be put to sleep. He 
was a beautifiil Bengal cat, quite timid, but he had 
managed to survive for nearly 4 months. 

Thank you again. 
Sheryl and Keith Burroughs 

Blacksmiths Cottage. 

Spanish olive oil tasting & sale! 
Other delicious Spanish products too, e.g. saflron, oHves, 
capers etc.! 

Bring your friends! 
Redferns, Brentor. 

December 9th, lOa.m.-lp.m. 
Christmas gifts with a difference. 

Carol & Roger 810 995. 



The winter of 1962/63 and the four 
blizzards of Brentor. 

P a r t ! 

The following article is taken from my extensive 
notes written so many years ago. 
Saturday 29 December 1962. Snow had been 
fallmg since the previous night with a biting east 
wind. We spent the coming night huddled 
downstairs with just one fire, trying to keep warm. 
The electricity had failed many hours ago and we 
had only oil lamps. Since late afternoon blizzard 
conditions had prevailed, but it was now at its 
maximum. The whole area becoming engulfed in 
the still developing deep snowdrifts, these were to 
increase in the commg night. Visibility outside 
was nil. The driving snow was like a thick fog. 
The temperature was below zero degrees 
centigrade and was to stay that way for many days. 

By now the G.W.R. and S.R. railway lines were 
completely blocked between Brentor and Lydford. 
By then two snow ploughs and a freight train were 
buried at Lydford. In Brentor we could only 
huddle together, with no contact with the outside 
world, just the scream of the wind and the 
deepening drifts. 

As dawn broke the wind had eased, as had the 
falling snow. We had to shovel our way out of the 
house. We were lucky as others were under deep 
snow. Silence now, just the sounds of voices and 
shovelling as people tried to free their doors and 
cut narrow tracks through the deep snow. We 
were all well and truly cut-off. No power and with 
just the food we had and oil for our lamps. The 
cottages below us, at line level, had the snow up to 
their roofs. Even the bedroom windows could not 
be seen. An amazing sight and not want to be 
forgotten. 

Bum Lane was just an enormous snowdrift, with 
the snow many feet deep and reaching up to the 

tops of the hedges. Nothing was movuig. We 
could only wait. 

A third snowplough and a frain bringing troops to 
help clear the lines became stuck and frozen at 
Mary Tavy. We all kept digging our way out. 
Why we all bothered I don't know. Nobody was 
going anywhere, they couldn't. Our geese and 
chickens had all survived, after digging them out 
of their buried house. They all spent the next few 
nights in our pump room tucked up inside sacks. 
They all seemed happy, once we have got them all 
in the sacks each night that its. 

At that time many men living in Brentor worked 
on the railway, it was the lifeblood of the area, that 
and farming (plus me in engineering). Many of 
them were out there on the line digging, helped by 
the many troops in the bitter cold. 

Part 2 of this article, covering the second and 
third blizzards hopefully appear in the next 
Brentor News. 

Denis Young 

Mary Tavy Celebrates 20 Years Of 
Entente Cordiale 
Mary Tavy Twinning Association recently 
celebrated 20 years of friendship with Mery-
Corbon in Normandy. A commemorative dinner 
was held at St Mellion International Country Club 
during which the founder chairman Maurice 
Arming presented our French friends with an 
inscribed block of polished Dartmoor granite and 

New Years Eve Party 
There will be a short meeting in the village Hall on 
Sunday 9 December from 5 to 6 pm to plan 
the New Year's Eve party. I f you have any ideas 
or wish to be involved in any way (or are just 
curious) please join us to plan the event. 

Jane Osborne 810 606 



he in turn received a painting of the square in 
Mery-Corbon from Jacques Malandain the founder 
French chairman. During the evening 
entertainment was provided by a local mixed 
Morris group 'The Wreckers' and both French and 
English Joined in with gusto. The weekend also 
included a visit to the Eden Project in Cornwall 
and a communal brunch at Christopher's 
Restaurant in Tavistock. Many friendships have 
been forged over the years and some members 
have visited the same family for 20 years. Anyone 
interested in joining Mary Tavy Twinning 
Association should contact Paul Williams on Mary 
Tavy 810001. Social events are held during the 
year including quiz evenings, skittles, BBQs, 
Christmas meals etc and of course next year we 
will be visiting Normandy so do come along and 
have a good time. 

Maureen Smith 
New Years Eve Party 
This year's New Year's Eve Party will start, with a 
silent candle spiral, at 9pm in the Village Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to this village event, the 
more the merrier, please bring a bottle and a plate 
of interesting food. 

Decorating of the hall will take place on Sunday 
30th from 4pm. The decorating theme will be 
'Snowflakes and Sparkles' so please bring along 
your creations, or come prepared to make some, 
and help create a magical atmosphere. 

The New Years Eve Party is free but a donation on 
the night towards the hall and minor costs would 
be much appreciated. 
Details from: 

Rick Blower 810 600 or Jane Osborne 810 606 

Childrens Play Area Of The Playing 
Field 
Due to safety concerns, the Village Hall and 
Playing Field Committee have decided to close the 
small access gate to the Children's play area until 
the entrance can be made more visible to road 
users and generally safer for children leaving the 
field by this gate. We hope that the gate will be 
open again soon - in the meantime please could 
you use the gate from the Playing Field entrance if 
you wish to use the childrens play area. 

Employment Changes 
1. From 1st October 2001 the minimum wage for 
adult workers is £4.10 an hour. For young people 
aged between 18 and 21 it is £3.50 an hour. 

2. From 25th October 2001 all workers covered by 
the Working Time Regulations, i.e. most of them, 
are entitled to paid leave from the day they start 
work. During the first year of employment the 
amount of leave that may be taken builds up 
monthly in advance at the rate of one-twelfth of the 
annual entitlement each month. All such workers 
must have 4 weeks paid holiday a year but a 
contract may give more than this. 

For more information contact 
Tavistock Citizens Advice Bureau 

Kingdon House 
North Street Entrance 

Tavistock 
Telephone 612 359 

The majority of our advice workers are volunteers 
who have received lull training. I f you are 
interested in our work please contact the Bureau. 

Thanks lads!! 
You may recall my plea for help in October's 
Brentor News to get our church clock going again. 
As I explained then, every year the resident 
jackdaws manage to stop the clock by jamming the 
overhead works, forcing large amounts of small 
branches and other debris inside the tower. 

Following that plea, Stuart Macrostie and Alan 
Smith contacted me and offered their help. From 
the clock floor I watched them climb up and down 
with many bags of branches, two visits being 
necessary to clear it all and check and oil the shafts 
and mechanism. They even cleaned up the clock 
floor. 

Again many thanks. The clock seems fme now 
apart from the temperamental bell. 

Dennis Young 

Jane Osborne 810 606 



For Sale 
Free standing garden goal plus net. Height 
6ft4ins, Width 10ft, Depth 4ft 9ms.* 
New but half price at £30.00 

Cath Warren 810 024 

*to avoid us becoming metric martyrs that is 
1.931 X 3.048 X 1.448 metres! Ed 

The Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal 

The amount raised this year was £257.95 - a very 
fme effort! 
Very many thanks to the collectors and 
contributors to the appeal. 

Jim Pritchard 

Diiiry Dates 
(all m December 2001) 

Sunday 9* 10.00am to 1.00pm Spanish olive oil tasting and gift Clare & Roger 810 995 
sale 
Redfems, Brentor 

Sunday 9* 5.00 to 6.00pm New Year's Eve Party Planning Jane Osborne 810 606 
Tuesday 11* 2.00pm Brentor Playgroup Mary Tyndall 810 149 

Clare Jones 810 635 
Thursday 13* 7.30pm Brentor Garden Club AGM Joan Smith 810 143 
Saturday 15* 7.30pm "A Christmas Carol" Fred Still 820 228 

Nicholls Hail, Lydford 820 479 
Monday 31"* 9.00pm New Year's Eve Party Jane Osborne 810 606 

Rick Blower 810 600 

At Brentor Village Hall unless stated otherwise 
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