January 2002

Brentor News Update
Recently, photocopying costs for the Brentor News
have doubled due to new pricing policies of the
West Devon Borough Council. Therefore it is now
costing £36.00 per issue for photocopying. The
Brentor News has been financed by the Brentor
Community Centre for 23 years largely through
donations and fixnd-raising. This support has been
vital and we hope that it continues.
You can help by supporting the Jumble Sale on 26
January. Donations are also always welcome!
Rick Blower 810 600

New Year Jumble Sale
Saturday 26 January
2.00pm Village Hall
All proceeds to go to
the Village Hall Fund and the Brentor News.
Donations of jumble, offers of help etc to:
Pat Blower 810 600
Jane Osborne 810 606
See you there!

Issue No. 267
Villages in Action
The Weird Sisters
Having been postponed last year because of the
foot and mouth crisis, the Weird Sisters will be
coming to Brentor on Wednesday 30 January to
perform their drama "Loveplay" in the Village
Hall at 8.00pm
"Loveplay" is a riveting comedy drama set in
contemporary London, in which a clutch of
characters try to get to grips with the thing that
makes the world go round. The award-wirming
Weird Sisters (Kath Burlinson and Alison Goldie)
build on their international reputation in this
complex and comic study of the travails of making
and sustaining significant relationships. Without a
single change of costume, the two infinitely
flexible performers take their audience on an
outrageous emotional tour through the hearts and
minds of contemporary people trying to find love
and hold on to it.
Tickets £4.00 adult and £2.50 concessions from
Rick Blower (810 600).
This performance is not suitable for those
under 14 years of age.

Charity Dance at Lydford
There will be a dance to "The Hard Place Band" the Okehampton based R & B band - who return to
Lydford in support of Jane Diaz's fundraising
efforts for The Stroke Association - on Friday 25th
January, starting at 8pm and going on till 'late'.
A Licensed Bar is provided.
The Hard Place Band are an 8 piece outfit who
always go down a storm at The Nicholls Hall.
They play a variety of R & B and Soul from the
60's, 70's and 80's.
Tickets are just £4.50 - available from 'Roseland' Brentor, or on the door, with all proceeds going to
The Stroke Assocation (Reg Charity no. 211015).
This should a great evening - a real chance to let
your hair down and boogie - let's see as many
people there from Brentor as possible.
Alvin Diaz 810 468

Blue Peter Wheel Help Appeal
I am holding a Bring & Buy Sale for the Blue Peter
Wheel Appeal on 19 January 2002 in the Village
Hall at 2.00pm.
I f you have any unwanted toys, bric-a-brac, games,
books etc for the Sale I will be in the Village Hall
from 10.00am to 12.00pm on the morning of the
sale. Only good quality goods please, no jumble. I
am also hoping to have a cake stall and so i f
anyone can donate some cakes I would be very
gratefiil.
I am hoping to raise lots of money for Blue Peter
so please come and support me on the day.
Christopher Curtis 810 558

The winter of 1962/63 and the four
blizzards of Brentor.
Part 2

The remainder of Sunday the 30th December and
Monday the 31st December 1962 was spent
digging out. Single line working had then been
achieved on the railway. More men and troops
arrived. Still bitterly cold. On Thursday 3rd
January 1963 the snow returned. By afternoon the
wind rose and with it the second blizzard. In Bum
Lane we remained huddled inside the house. I
cannot remember i f power had returned. The now
released snow ploughs were kept busy running up
down the single opened line to keep it open. In the
night the wind dropped. Between Friday 4th
January and Tuesday 8th January, calm conditions
but colder with more snow on the way.
Wednesday 9th January saw another severe
blizzard arrive suddenly. The lines again became
blocked with the two snow ploughs plus two other
trains part derailed buried. In Bum Lane we were
still cut off from the outside world.
Thursday 10th January and the blizzard, the third,
had gone, but some more very heavy drifting
during the night. Colder still. We could hear the
many men and troops down on the line. By
evening even they had stopped, still falling
temperatures and moving deep drifts had brought
them to a halt. Next day they carried on, we could
hear them as they kept striking the line. Calm
conditions came to stay, possibly even colder, still
way below freezing in the day. Colder at night.
With the railway partly open, we could move at
last. As I recall I travelled to Plymouth each day
(no snow there) for about three weeks, then driving
there in my A35, by way of Bowden Down and
Westcott. The road past Brentor being blocked for
some time. The three weeks travelling by train I
remember clearly, also driving my A35 with no
chains proved interesting, i f a little hairy when I

kept sliding on the ice. Happily there were not
many other vehicles out.
Lack of space prevents me from doing anything
more than outline the fourth blizzard, which struck
on Tuesday 5th Febmary 1963, together with a
force 9 gale causing enormous drifts even deeper
than before. The lines were again blocked for
days. Trains were buried under the drifts and
troops returned once more.
Slowly life retumed to normal, thanks to the
railway and the many men and troops who worked
so hard out in the wind, cold and snow, often badly
protected. Somebody told me many years ago that
it had cost many millions of pounds to keep the
line clear between Mary Tavy and Meldon. I f the
blizzards come back, God knows what we will do!
Dennis Young

Local man to star again at
Theatre Royal
Peter Clement has again been cast in a leading role
in a Plymouth Gilbert and Sullivan Fellowship
production.
The company, winner of the 2001 NODA
(National Operatic and Dramatic Association)
Regional Award for Excellence for its production
of "The Gondoliers", is presenting another Alan
Spencer production (with Paul Foster again as
musical director) - this time of the opera "Princess
Ida" (subtitled "Castle Adamant"). Peter has been
cast as King Hildebrand. Recently he has appeared
as the Lord Chamberlain in the Tavistock Music
Theatre production of "The Slipper and the Rose"
at the Wharf
"Princess Ida" will run February 5th - 9th,
2002, at the Theatre Royal, Plymouth.
Although less well-known than "The Mikado" or
"The Pirates of Penzance", "Princess Ida" contains
some of the most delightful music in all the Savoy
operas, much of it used in the ballet "Pineapple
Poll "and some of the most comic situations and
most dramatic action - including the storming of a
castle.
Tickets can be obtained from Ann James on
01752 404971.

The Eastcott Memorial Field.
The meeting to discuss the field brought together over 20 people from the village, (about 6% of the whole
population) most of whom have been heavily involved in village activities over the past few years in
organisations such as the Village Hall or Parish Council. On reflection, it seemed right for us, as Rector and
Parochial Church Council (P.C.C.) to give the village as a whole some of the background and history of this
field.
Mrs Eastcott, along with her husband, farmed in Brentor. On her death, she left money to the Church. She
was a strong, committed church lady. The field to the n North of the church was also her property. This field
is the one between the church and the War Memorial, on the right. The field went to public auction, and was
bought by the church from the fimds Mrs Eastcott left to the church. Having bought it, the P.C.C. of the day
decided that it should be utilised for the benefit of the village. The P.C.C. secretary of the day, John Weston,
wrote to the Brentor News, in 7979, to inform the village of the P.C.C's. decision, that the field " had been
purchased so that it could be preserved for the benefit of the village as a whole " and part of the benefit "
was to retain the field as far as possible as in the past as a pasture field, but that a small area be devoted to
a play area for mothers and small children.... and as a rest area. " The minutes of the P.C.C. record that "
the secretary should write to all village organisations telling them of the purchase and inviting suggestions
as to how the field might be utilised for the benefit of the parish . " (July 1979) In July 1980. it was agreed by
the P.C.C. to 'fence ojf a small area for the enjoyment of the people of the village. " and later in that year
the proposal for a Play Park was agreed. Originally it was to have been at the bottom of the field, but that
area was deemed too wet. These were the decisions of the Parochial Church Council of the day, not the
village. The Play Park area of the field was the only area that was up for discussion and suggestions, not the
field as a whole. The Play Park came into existence in 1984. The Pond/Environmental Area/Conservation
Area called " Pocket Park ", at the bottom of the field (deemed too wet to be the play area) was created in
1992/3. The main part of the field has been kept as pasturage through to the present day as was originally
decided by the P.C.C.
The Play Park operated until just over two years ago, when an inspection of the play equipment showed that
is was dangerous and condemned under Health and Safety regulations, and thus it was removed. Inevitably,
the ground was allowed to grow un-cut, and became an eye-sore. But no-one commented on the condition, or
the removal of the equipment some two years previously, until we asked Andrew Batten to cut the grass,
using his tractor. We do regret the demise of the Play Park, but this is due more to neglect than a planned
programme.
Part of the reason why the field was neglected was that the man who mowed the grass moved away, and the
church was in the midst of the (ever increasingly costly) work on the tower, for which we are still paying.
One other factor was the increasing cost of insurance for the Play Park. Overall, the P.C.C. has maintained
and insured the Play Park, "for the enjoyment of the people of the village "for 20 years.
At the same time as the demise of the Play Park, the new playground in the cricket field area was opened.
Similarly, the playgroup, who occasionally used the Play Park when they were in the village, folded due to
lack of numbers.
Those present at the meeting asked the church i f a process of consultation could be set up to enquire of the
village as a whole how this field (but particularly the Play Park area) may continue to be used "for the
benefit of the village as a whole. " We agree to this request and over the next few issues of the Brentor News
we shall be publishing consultation/questionnaire documents to assess views and opinions from all residents
of the village. Whilst consultations may take place, it has to be remembered that the final decision on the
future of the Play Park and the field must remain with the P.C.C. as the owners of the land.
Rector and Parochial Church Council.

Proposals for the Eastcott Memorial Field
It seems such a pity not to take this opportunity to do something with this field in the centre of the village. It
is the ideal spot for a Village Green and does not need to be elaborate or expensive. Maybe just an open
space for us all to enjoy. Surely the entire village should take the opportunity to express their views and
support such a worthwhile project? How about a competition to find the best use/design for this space?
Other Suggestions:
A few rustic seats dotted amongst shrubs, bulbs and walkways. (We do not need to buy plants. With so
many gardeners in the village, I'm sure there are those with the skill to take cuttings and plant seeds.
When we split plants, we could donate them, perhaps, to the project.)
We could ask for volunteers to offer expertise, machinery, manual labour. There must be residents
willing to run a mower over the grass. {On a rota system perhaps.)
An area levelled and cut to take a marquee or for the children to play on.
Removal of part of the stone hedges to allow easy access.
Car parking area to take the vehicles off the road.
Wouldn't it be great to have a meeting place for us all to enjoy - a heart to our village? A project, which
could make Brentor so special, could generate enough enthusiasm to overcome the difficulties already
expressed.
Surely, nothing would be lost by exploring all options.
Sallie & Frankie Briggs

Now you must have your say!
We have taken the unusual step of reproducing the Rector's detailed statement on the future of the Eastcott
Memorial Field in fijll because of the pivotal importance of this area for the centre of the village. This is
emphasised by the significant number of people attending the meeting. Although it only represents 6% of the
entire population of the village it is significantly greater than the attendance normally achieved at community
gatherings (e.g. Parish Council, Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee, Church Services).
The original installation of the Play Park was, as the Rector has clearly described, a project to which several
village groups contributed. The fiind-raising was itself a community activity and the organisations that
generously donated fiinds did so for the benefit of the village as whole.
The suggestions made by Sallie and Frank Briggs should set you thinking and will hopefully trigger a lively
debate which can inform the public consultation which the Rector and the P.C.C now intend to undertake.
Have your say - your opinions and your actions could have an important impact on the future of the
centre of your village. We will be glad to publish correspondence and suggestions.
Mike Whitfield (810 209)
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