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Take Note 
When submitting copy for the Brentor 
News please take note that there are 
currently two edi tors, myself and Mike 
Whit f ie ld. Please check your Brentor 
News when sending copy. We shall make 
it very clear in each issue as to where to 
send copy fo r forthcoming editions. 
Thanks . 
Rick Blower 

Curry Supper 
An opportunity to meet with others from 
the Village, enjoy good food and at the 
same time raise money for the charity 
Christian Aid. Whether you come with 
friends or on your own there will be a 
warm welcome. Please bring drinks and 
glasses. 
A donation of £3 per adult would be 
appreciated for this good cause. 
Friday 17th May at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall - book early as places are limited. 
Sue Rhodes 810403 

Julie Williams and Nick Tucker of Greenacre 
Brentor will be getting married at 1 lam on 

Saturday 18th May at Tavistock Registry Office 
followed by a blessing at 

St Michael de Rupe Church 
Brentor. 

(weather permitting - i f wet in 
village church !!!) 

Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 

A last reminder that this village sponsored walk will 
take place on Satuiday 18 May. We start from the 
Village Hall at 11 OOam and all sponsorship money 
will be donated to the Plymouth and District 
Leukaemia Fund. 

This year the walk coincides with the Brentor Garden 
Club Plant Sale, which is also held at the Village 
Hall. Please note the following changes in the usual 
arrangements for the walk: - = 

• When you register for the walk at the Village 
Hall you will be given a raffle ticket, which 
will act as an entrance ticket to the Plant Sale 
on your retum at the end of the walk. 

• There will be NO PARKING for walkers 
at the Village Hall because it will be a hive 
of activity all day! Please walk to the Village 
Hall if possible, or car share. Eric and Sue 
Rhodes have kindly agreed to allow limited 
parking down at Station House. Please phone 
them (810403) fu-st if you wish to avail your
self of this kind offer. If you are stuck for 
transport, please phone me. 

• Roz Catlow will be taking part in the walk 
(first half) and in the plant sale. She will have 
a small table near the door of the Village Hall 
to log you in on your retum. 

• Unfortunately it will not be possible to 
provide refreshments at the Village Hall at 
the end of the walk. So please top up during 
your stop over at Lydford Gorge! 

Full details were given in the sponsor form appended 
to the April Brentor News. If you want a copy please 
phone me. I hope you will join us for an enjoyable 
and relaxing day on Brentor's beautiful footpaths. 

Mike Whitfield (810 209) • -.• • 



Brentor 
Garden 
Club 
The April double-bill of Herbs and Shrubs 
produced a very happy and interactive meeting. 
Local resident Sally Pancheri kicked off with a 
highly amusing run through her wide range of 
herbs and some of their uses. Sue Penny 
followed, giving us the benefit of her wide 
xperience in the growing of Camellias. Sue 
illustrated her talk with many examples of 
camellias currently in bloom. 

Sally and Sue brought along a huge selection of 
herbs and shrubs for sale, which proved very 
popular with members and concluded the 
evening in a very lively fashion. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday May 16th 
at 7.30pm, when Harry Colclugh, Royal 
Horticultural Society lecturer and national judge 
of flowers and pot-plants, will talk and present 
slides on the growing of tuberous begonias from 
seed to exhibition. As Mr Colclough is an expert 
on begonias, I'm sure we'll all be able to pick up 
lots of helpful tips. 

Two days later on Saturday 18th May from 2.00 
- 4.00pm, we shall be holding our annual Plant 
Sale. 

Elizabeth Wheeler 

Village Playing Field - Play Area 
Can you spare an hour or so, on Sunday 
19th May from 10.30 -12.30, to help rake up 
play bark, stake and tie in young trees, clip 
hedges and generally keep the play area in 
good order. More energetic help is also 
needed to take back the hedge by the 
entrance gate to allow for better visibility for 
those leaving and approaching the play 
area. New faces are particularly welcome 
and will help make this an enjoyable and 
sociable event. 
Further details Jane Osborne 810606 

THANKS FOR HAVING US! 

By the time you are reading this, Tony and I will 
have moved from Himters Ride. We're so sorry 
we didn't have the opportunity to say goodbye 
personally to all the lovely people in Brentor who 
made us feel so welcome over the years we have 
lived here. So we're taking advantage of the good 
offices of the Editor of the Brentor News to do 
so! 
Brentor is a most delightful community and we 
thank you for having us. We aren't moving far 
away - just down the road to Tavistock - so hope
fully we'll be able to keep in close touch with all 
the good friends we've made in Brentor. 
Meanwhile, Hunters Ride is now owned by Doug 
and Debs Littlejohns and Mrs Littlejohns' mother, 
Mrs Gilmour. We hope they will soon feel as 
lucky to have found Brentor as we did! 

Ji l l and Tony Millichamp. 

V I L L A G E CONSULTATION 

In order to access funding these days it is 
almost always necessary to provide 
'evidence of need'. This 'evidence' generally 
takes the form of a village appraisal carried 
out with the help of an objective facilitator. 
There are a number of things in Brentor that 
would greatly benefit from external funding - I 
have in mind support for the Brentor News 
and the new village archive, improved 
facilities for the Village Hall and the Cricket 
Club, completion of the Play Area and much 
more. I understand that some sort of 
community consultation was offered to the 
village with regard to the Eastcott Memorial 
Field. I propose that we accept this offer and 
extend it to a full village appraisal, to include 
wider issues such as transport and affordable 
housing provision, to help us retain and 
improve all our facilities. Identifying what 
everyone, including the younger members of 
the village, like or dislike about living here, 
will help those making decisions on our 
behalf to be properly informed when it comes 
to supporting or opposing changes to our 
village. 

Jane Osborne 810606 



Eastcott Memorial Field 

Having read the recent correspondence in the Brentor News, we are surprised that the large field behind the current bus shel
ter, left to the village by Mrs Eastcott, was apparently swapped for an unusable "bog' - albeit a valuable wildlife habitat. How 
was this decision considered to be "for the benefit of the village as a whole"? What was the rationale behind this decision? 

Nevertheless - we were pleased to read the very sensible and considered views of Tim Beavon in the April 2002 supplement. 
We agree with A L L of his suggestions and comments. His proposals seem to be the most sensible, democratic and beneficial 
way forward for the whole community. i , . 

He has correctly identified the problems with the current location and outlook of the bus shelter. Furthermore, it is impossible 
to see the Okehampton bus approaching, fi^om the bus shelter, due to the position of the War Memorial (NO - we are not sug
gesting that the War Memorial be moved!). It would be a vast improvement for both bus passengers and bus drivers, if they 
could actually see each other. The bus shelter should be moved as Tim Beavon suggests. Various grants are available for pro
jects such as this - so expense need not prevent this suggestion fi-om being fiilly investigated. 
His suggestion of a path linking the play park with the pond area is eminently practical and sensible. 

Roz Callow's suggestions of reinstating the wooden playhouse and picnic tables in the play park area would provide a village ; \ 
facility for all age groups and complements Tim Beavon's suggestions. 

We concur with Tim's concerns about the consultation process. Residents such as ourselves who did not receive the relevant , 
copy of the Brentor News were totally unaware of the "open" meeting that took place. Residents who have not received re
cent copies of the Brentor News are still blissfially unaware of the decisions taking place and have been denied an opportunity 
to express their views. Similar communication problems occurred when the future of our Church Hall was under discussion. 
Unless every copy of the Brentor News is delivered to every house in the Parish it should not be used as the sole medium for 
dissemination of key information, nor for seeking opinions and distributing questionnaires. Additional methods of communica
tion need to be considered. This is NOT a criticism of the Brentor News, nor of the kind volunteers who produce and dis
tribute it. Simply an observation that, unless its distribution to every house can be guaranteed, it is an unsuitable sole medium 
for Parish information and consukaton exercises. 

We hope that the PCC and Parish Council will vigorously ensure that all fiiture consultations are open and inclusive. It is ap
parent that much effort needs to be made to improve communications between the PCC/PC and A L L Brentor residents. 

Christine Chapman and David Spratt 
Shell Park. f 

Questionnaires 
The information from the questioimaire 

presented to the parishioners by the PCC 
would surely be greatly enhanced by using 
other methods of seeking opinion. Tim Beavon 
has pointed out that Dartmoor National Park 
have offered to fund, free of charge to Brentor 
Parish,a consultation process. May we suggest 
through the pages of the Brentor News, that the 
Parochial Church Council take up this very 
helpful offer. The PCC could still have the 
deciding vote but you would find out much 
more about the diverse views of the 
parishioners. 

John and Evans 

Thanli You 
Thanks go to the Parish Council for their 
donation of £40 towards the running costs of the 
Brentor News 
Rick Blower Chair Brentor Community Centre 

Editor's reply 
It is unfortunate that on occasion not 
everyone receives their copy of the Brentor 
News. The Brentor News is produced and 
delivered entirely by volunteers. 
Distribution is reviewed on a regular basis. 
Our experience has shown that, over many 
years, the number of parishioners not 
receiving a copy of the Brentor News to be 
very small. The distribution area covered 
stretches from Westcott and Liddaton 
through the village and across to Lydford 
Station. 220 copies are delivered. We 
would like to take this opportunity to let 
everyone know that there are extra copies 
In the Church. We are often looking for 
more volunteers to assist with the 
production and distribution of the 
Brentor News. Please contact me If you 
feel able to help In any way. 
Rick Blower 



GORSE BURNING 
If you were on Brent Tor on Sunday 14**" April, you will have noticed the number of birds of all 
sizes and species darting in and out of gorse thickets - some feeding young. These birds were 
luckier than those that had their nests disturbed by the late burning of gorse a few days before. 
A couple of days later, this same thicket was set alight, destroying nests and fledgling birds. 
Swaling is the name given to the properly supervised burning of western gorse and other 
invasive species by licensed National Park Commoners. It is a method of moorland 

management that has been carried out by generations of farmers on Dartmoor. Swaling should 
be completed by the end of March - possibly extended for a few days under certain conditions. 
Those members of our community who set alight to vegetation during the birdnesting season 
are either not aware of the damage they are causing or do not care. The resulting loss of 
species and habitat is not recoverable as this practice becomes more regular. We are rightly 
concerned about loss of biodiversity in the world's rainforests and other disruption to our 
environment but, right on our doorstep, we seem to ignore a practice that is neither beneficial 
to our animal and plant life, our agriculture or our tourism. Any observer of West Blackdown will 
have seen the effects of continual disruption by reckless burning and other activities. At this 
time of year you would have seen hares, grouse and nesting curlews or even a rare hawk, 
among other species in a habitat that included rare orchids and marsh plants. Curlews, with 
their distinctive cry and swooping flight, do not nest there anymore. Skylarks may be the next 
to go, perhaps with the colony of marsh fritillary butterflies that rely on the ground cover that 
the area provides. The fragile environment of Brentor, like any other across the world, is not 
ours to muck about with for short term gain. It is to be cared for and passed on for the benefit 
of future generations of humans and other species. This is a lesson we are taught at school but 
as adults, are not very good a respecting. 
Oz Osborne 

'Ear ly W a r n i n g ' 
Jumble Sale 

In aid of the Children's Hospice 
Southwest 

Brentor Village Hall 
Saturday IS*''June 2002 

10.30am 
We will be grateful for contributions 
of jumble. Bnc-a brae, produce, cakes 
etc. Full details in June Brentor News 

or contact Marion Pritchard 
(810216) 

For S a l e 
Haytor mower w i t h g r a s s box, 
a l s o st r immer . Will s e p a r a t e . 

R .B iowey 8 6 0 2 0 4 

Golden Jubilee Church Service 
A church service is planned for Sunday June 

2nd at 9.45am in Brentor which will be 
appropriately planned, non-communion, 

ecumenical and as such making it possible 
for people of all traditions or non to take 

part. If possible the bells of St Michael's will 
be rung at noon on Sunday. 

For Sa le 
Pine bookcase (5 shelves) 

Single bed base with 2 
draws. F ree 

Pat Blower 810600 



Brentor Jubilee Party 
Monday 3rd of June 

Village Hall 

Treasure Trail 
• Teams of 2 to 4 - we suggest at 

least one adult in a team, but we 
hope that all ages will participate 

• Come along with a team name 
• Teams will be given a map and a 

list of questions 
• Bring something to write with 
• Around the village & 

surrounding countryside 
• Prizes 
• No entry fee 

Times 
1.30 to 1.45 Teams assemble at Hall 
2.00pm Start time 
4.00pm Finish time 
Prizes Will be awarded during 
the shared Tea Party 
Contact for this event 

Alan Smith - 810143 

4.15pm to 5.30pm 
; Shared Tea Party 

& 

Crown Competition 
• We hope that everyone will be 

able to come along & enjoy a 
• shared tea party in the Hall - all 

you need to bring is a plate of tea 

• food to share. It would be helpful 
if you could let Jane Osborne 
(810606) know in advance if you 
are planning on coming - this 
will help with seating i& 
crockery, but if you are not able 
to let us know the just come 
along anyway 

• Prizes for adults & children will 
be awarded for the best/most 
outrageous crowns 

Band Night 

lonrhapsod 
7.30pm onwards 

lonrhapsod are a band of extremely 
experienced & talented local 
musicians. The line up includes 
James, from celebrated local group 
'Equation', & Bigsy the congo 
player - with Barry, Katie & Tim 
adding their own particular musical 
styles. Together they promise to 
create a foot stomping night of music 
to dance to with their eclectic mix of 
music - from rock to reggae, with 
Irish along the way 
• For all ages 
• Bring a bottle 
• Tickets £3.00 & £1.00 
• Book early 

Dave Williams 810375 
Rick Blower 810600 



Brentor Cricket Club 
By the time you read this the 2002 season will already be underway with our first match against Milton 
Abbot on Saturday 27th weather permitting. The Saturday team, captained by Martin Credicott 
(810181) will play in the Tamar League, sponsored this year by Roger Young Land Rovers. The 
Sunday team plays friendly non league matches and is captained by Stuart Fagin (612805). We have 
also entered a team in the 20 over Tuesday Evening League; having gained promotion to the A 
Division in 2000, we did not enter a team in 2001 due to the F & M: Team Manager is Mr Terry Pearce 
(810648). B C C is being sponsored for this season by the Ordulph Arms, whose cricket team are 
associate members of B C C and will be playing 20 over matches at Brentor on Wednesday evenings 
from early May starting at around 6 pm. 
Home fixtures in May are: Sat 11th v Lewdown; Suns 12th Oddballs, 19th Walkhampton, 26th 
Elephants Nest; Tues 21 v Luckett. Anybody who would like to stop by and watch an over or two 
and/or have a cup of tea would be very welcome. Tea on Sat & Sun is between the innings, usually 
around 5 pm. 
Lots of hard work has gone on over the past month to get the playing field looking tidy. The grass is 
pretty well under control now, the concrete path in front of the pavilion has been repaired, and the 2 
seats outside the 'pavilion' are now safe to sit on!. At oiu- suggestion the VHPFC have submitted an 
application to replace the tea room doors and to refurbish 4 of the benches, and we are very grateful for 
their support. I f successful it is expected that this work will go ahead later in the summer/early autumn. 
Anybody who would like to join the Club and play is asked to call the relevant Captain/Manager or me 
( 810686 at weekends). The membership subscription is £10 for the year (£5 for juniors) and there is a 
£1 match fee and £3 for tea (Saturday & Sunday games). 
I shall update monthly during the season with results and up-coming matches. 
John Gabb 
Chairman B C C 

Eastcott Memorial Field 
Thank you to all of you who have returned the 
questiormaires from last month's Brentor 
news. As the church was closed due to 
vandalism (someone let off a fire 
extinguisher, which covered the church in 
dust/powder) we have left the box for your 
replies in the church for a little longer. Your 
replies are very welcome. 

Diary Dates 
16th May: Garden Club 7.30pm Village Hall 

17th May: Curry Supper 7.30pm Village Hall 

18th May: Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 
11 .OOam start Village hall 

18th May: Garden Club Plant Sale 
2.00 - 4.00pm Village Hall 

St. Michaels 
Services begin again on May 5* at 6.30pm. 
Can anyone help further on the damage done 
there, we think to the roof as well as the 
lightening conductor on April 22"''? I f you 
have information, please let Eric Rhodes have 

19th May: Play Area fidy up 10.30 -12.30 
Village Playing Field 

3rd June: Brentor Jubilee Party from 1,30pm 
Band Night from7.30pm onwards 

It. Tel 810403 
Rector and the PCC 

15th June: Jumble sale 10.30am Village Hall 
in aid of Children's hospice South 
West 

F I N A L C O P Y D A T E 
for next i s s u e S a t u r d a y 25 th IVlay 

Copy to Rick Blower 810600 R.Blower@btinternet,com 


