
Village Hall Matters 

Generosity was on display during the Festive 
Season with a total of £167.00 raised from the 
Christmas Coffee Morning and the New Years Eve 
Ball. Thanks to everyone who helped to organise 
these two events as well as everyone who came 
along to enjoy them. With one more fund raising 
event to come in this financial year (February 
Jumble Sale), it looks like we will have raised 
nearly £900 towards the Hall running costs which 
is a fantastic effort. 

Thanks to the Parish Council for their continued 
financial support this year - they have donated 4 
folding lightweight large tables which are a huge 
improvement on the heavy wooden ones we have 
had so far. These tables can be easily put up by 
one person and will benefit all users of the Hall 
facilities. Don't forget, they are available for hire if 
you need them. 

SueMott 

Public Meeting: Monday 16th February 
7.30pm Village HaU 

Affordable housing with West Devon 
Borough Council representatives, Dart
moor National Park Authority Housing 
managers and Mr T Cunningham. 
Organised by the Brentor Parish Council. 
All welcome 

Villages in Action 

A reminder that there are some tickets available for 
Alison Neil's production 'The Sixth Wife' taking 
place at Brentor Village Hall 7th Feb at 8.00pm. 
This is a fast-moving play in which Katherine Parr 
tells her story of her four marriages (the first at 12), 
her two brushes with death for treason, her time as 
Queen Regent of England, and how she, of all the 
others, managed to live to tell the tale. 
Alison Neil has been a professional actor for 20 
years and is well known for her solo performances. 
This show, written by Alison, is both compelling 
and skilfully performed. 

Tickets available from Rick Blower 810600. 
Adults £5.00- £3.00 children. 

J U M B L E S A L E - SATURDAY 14*' FEBRUARY, 
Ipm Village HaU 

Time to clear out the cupboards, Spring is on the 
way! 
The Village Hall will be open on Friday evening 13 
February from 6pm-7pm for the collection and sort
ing of jumble and on the Saturday morning, 14"" 
February from 10.30am. 
Offers of help with sorting and at sale would be most 
welcome. 
If you need help with getting your jumble to the Hall 
please ring for assistance. 
Kate KeUy, 810287 or Sue Rhodes, 810403. 



B R E N T O R V I L L A G E H A L L P L A Y I N G 
F I E L D C O M M I T T E E 

A G M 
With 

Wine & Cheese 

7.30pm Wednesday 3 1 - of March 
Come and support the centrepiece of your community. 

• Report on the year's activities 
• Presentation of accounts 
• Future plans 
• Election of officers 

Al l welcome.please come and join us 
to celebrate our developments and future plans 

The Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 
(sometimes seen in the Brentor News as the 
VHPF) is made up of a friendly and energetic 
group of individuals and representatives of 
Village Hall and Playing Field users. I t meets 
monthly and is responsible for managing every
thing to do with the hall and the field (including 
the children's play area) - from arranging 
general maintenance to organising f undraising 
events. Both these facilities are vital to our 
community and we would very much welcome new 
members who are interested in taking an active 
role in supporting them. 

For further information contact:-
Dave Williams (secretary) 810375 

Thanks Pete 

I am happy to co-ordinate a thank you 
present for Peter the Postman. If you would 
like to contribute please contact Jane on 
810606 

Brentor 
Garden 
Club 

Our first-ever January event was a very successful 
lunch at the Dartmoor Inn. Superb food, friendly 
service and a delightfiilly relaxed atmosphere was 
greatly enjoyed by 34 members and partners. 

We start the new Programme for 2004 with another 
talk by Mike and Tanya Gilmore, this time entitled 
"Garden Design - a Self-Help Guide". As usual, 
7.30pm in Brentor Village Hall on Thursday February 
19*. 

Please make every effort to attend this first meeting to 
start the year off well! 

Elizabeth Wheeler 810083 

Broadband for Brentor - 73 names needed! 

At the moment, it's not possible for anyone using 
the Mary Tavy exchange (most of us in Brentor) to 
have a zippy internet connection using BT broad
band. As those who have used it will know, the 
difference between using broadband and standard 
dial-up is huge. 

However - BT will upgrade the exchange to enable 
broadband if 150 people show interest - and 77 
already have. Then most of us who are within 
5.5km Gus t over 3 miles) of the exchange should 
be able to get a broadband connection. 

Can we ask anyone who is even slightly interested 
to register an interest with a service provider -
there is no obligation to follow it up aftenwards, all 
you do is record the interest. The BT website -
www.bt.co.uk/broadband 

Alvin (alvin@casadiaz.demon.co.uk 

John Wheeler 
jw@brentor.net 

I 



Brentor Commons 
The purchase of the freehold ofBowden Down and Liddaton Down is proceeding as planned and should itself 
be completed in February. Discussions have already begun with a number of organisations (including the 
Devon Wildlife Trust, The Dartmoor Preservation Association, the Open Spaces Society, and the RSPB) to 
define the elements of a management plan for this important area of Lowland Heath, subject to the lawful rights 
of the commoners. 
Following extensive discussions and consultations, a Brentor Commons Trust will be formally established early 
in February. Its main aim will be: 
To ensure that, subject to the lawful rights of the Commoners, the management ofBowden Down andLiddaton 
Down will enable both Commons: 

(1) to realise their potential as wildlife habitats and as areas of important landscape value. 

(2) to be usedfor public amenity and education in a manner consistent with the other aims of the Trust. 
We have agreed upon a structure based on Trusteeships (for a minimum confribution of £500) and Life 
Memberships (for a minimum confribution of £100). Voting rights wil l relate directly to the contribution made. 
So far we have five Trustees and eight Life Members with several more expressions of interest awaiting the 
final Trust draft. 
This is very much a collective venture and the Trustees and Life Members wil l work together to secure a posi
tive future for the Common, in consultation with the Commoners. We are still seeking financial support, 
especially to establish a management fund, and so new Trustees and Life Members will be most 
welcome. I f you would like to join us, or to receive fiirther details please contact me. 

Mike Whitfield 
[Acting Secretary, Brentor Commons Trust] 

Tel: 810209 e-mail: mikewhit@btintemet.com 

Rural SkiUs Project 

The Rural Skills project offers free training to people 
who are over 30 and live in West Devon. This training 
will help you to earn a living by either adding to your ex
isting skills or giving you new ones. 
Typical short courses we can fund include 

• Chainsaw 
• Minidigger 
• Stonewalling 
• Safe use of pesticides 
• Tractor driving 
• Hedgelaying 
• Strimmers 
• Etc, etc 

There are lots more and most are nationally recog
nised. If you have a course in mind why not give us a 
ring and see if we can fund it? Just remember that it 
must be work related. 
Please phone Richard Halliwell or George Swayne on 
01822 614487 

Rural Skills is funded by the European Social Fund and 
the Learning and Skills Council 

American Diner 
Night 

8pm Saturday 20th IVIarch 

Bring a bottle & a plate of your favourite American dish 
Enfrance: $2.00 & $1.00 

Support your local Diner and the Village Hall 
Contact Dave Williams 810375 
John and L i z Wheeler 810083 

f 

For Sale 
Hand Made Bird Feeders, Seed Tables, 

Bird Tables, 
Wild Life Boxes, Bird Nesting Boxes 

Chicken Arks, Chicken and Chicken Runs 
New for 2004 Wooden Planters 

A l l items at low prices. 
For more information please contact 

Christopher Curtis on 



Brentor Archive Group 

Since our last report to the Brentor News we have held two open meetings at Station House (on 22 November and 9 
December 2003). We are very grateful to Eric and Sue Rhodes for their kind hospitality. 

Individual members have begun research into various aspects of our local history as follows: i 
• CarrieMason/Dave Williams-Background history up to 1800 
• Chris Curtis - Farming & industry ^ 
• Sally Curtis - Families . 
• Eric Rhodes - transport 

We still need enthusiasts to look at other aspects of Brentor life - notably Church & Chapel, School, Local Organisa
tions and National Celebrations. You are most welcome to come and join us i f you are mterested. i 
Philip Whitcomb has written an excellent booklet, defining some of the main themes of local history. Copies of the | 
booklet have been given to all researchers since it also provides valuable information from his own research on the 
history of Brentor and identifies important historical sources. ! 
Mike Whitfield and Dave Williams remain curators of the database. This has been modified to combine the pictures i 
that we have in the Archive (more than 400 items catalogued) with the supporting information that we have obtained. • 
We have distributed copies on CD to the researchers and they are helping us sort out problems with their use on vari
ous computer systems. '--::-r,. 
Barry Stott is working on an improved database that can be searched more easily and i 
Mike Whitfield and Dave Williams are helping him to test this. This trio is also planning a project to obtain a photo- ' 
graph of the occupants of each house in the village standing in front of their property. These photographs will then 
be linked with information in the database about the history of the house and its previous occupants. More on this 
later in the year! >. 

Our next open meeting will be held at the Station House on Tuesday 17 February at 7:30pm. A l l are welcome but 
please let Eric Rhodes (810403) know in advance i f you wish to attend. Another date for your diary is Saturday 5* I 
June when we will be holding our second Archive Open Day - a real treat for anyone interested in the history of ; 
Brentor. On the last Open Day some folk spent more than 4 hours at the exhibition! 

Feb 2nd: Brentor Parish Council Meeting. 7.30pm. 
Feb 7th: Villages in Action. The Sixth Wife, 8.00pm 
Feb 14th: Jumble Sale. 2.00pm 
Feb 16th: Public Meeting, Affordable Housmg 7.30pm 
Feb 17th: Brentor Archive group 7.30pm Station House 
Feb 19th: Garden Club, 7.30pm"Garden Design, a self help guide 

Mike Whitfield 810 209 

Diary Dates 
Al l of the above events wil l be held at Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated. 

FINAL COPY DATE for the next edition 
Monday 23rd February 

Copy to Mike Whitfield 810209 Mikewhit@btinternet.com 


